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You and Technology


My early experience with information technology that I still can vividly recall took place when I was still in primary school. Back then joining the boy-scouts was a must for everyone. We had to do all kind of things like marching, setting up camps, knitting (oh my God!), and of course ways to communicate in isolated places. Hand-phones were just a dream then. So we had to learn how to read the Morse code used in telegrams. However, I never really learn all those things since those dashes and dots just did not make sense to me. I could not think of any good that the codes could bring us. 


That lasts only for a few months though. The teacher in charge appointed me as one of the group leaders for the final tests, that is the treasure hunt plus war game. In an attempt to save my integrity as the group leader, I spent the next few days memorizing those crazy codes. I did memorize those codes, but they were really a pain to me. 


Then came the big day. Equipped with water guns, two conical plastic cans connected by a string, which is the only way we were supposed to communicate among group members, and the treasure location written in Morse code, we eliminated all the other groups and emerged as the winner. Unfortunately some of the members did not make it as they were shot by the water guns. 


The final test sure was fun, but most importantly I learnt some very valuable lessons from the game. The information of the treasure’s location, written in codes, made me realized how important information is for us. That is why people are investing billions of dollars to invent a faster and more efficient way to provide access to information.


Their efforts are not for nothing. In the early 90’s a new and very advance technology, the internet, was introduced in America. However, it was not until 1996 that my city, Sukabumi, was attacked by the internet fever. Internet business was growing like mushrooms. In less than a year, there were more than five internet cafés in that twenty kilometer square city.


Internet addicts could be seen chatting online while patiently waiting to open a page for 5 minutes or playing cybernetic games like the Starcraft. People having to go home to get more money to play cybernetic games longer were a common site. I was actually one of those guys and the internet always made me broke since it was quite expensive for a student’ standard. Man, after I arrived here in America I just realized that those café owners were ripping my money. Five minutes to open a page compared to seconds here. 

Without doubt the internet is really a very fascinating tool. It allows my countryman to get information freely, not just from the usually government controlled television news or newspaper. But I think they get too much information. They found out how corrupt my old government was and that was one of the many reasons why the riots, which landed me here in Austin, took place in 1998.

That was the time when I really feel the usefulness of the internet. I completely relied on it to find information about colleges in the United States. Pretty much everything like filling out the application and asking questions to the advisors were done through the net. 

My two years stay in America has really opened my eyes. New technologies after another keep on being developed everyday. Maybe twenty years from now I might be going to Bestbuy to buy my kids equipment for their virtual video games. Unlike their father who had to memorize the various button combinations to play Street Fighter in an arcade center, they might just be jumping and kicking around at home with a special glasses to play the exact same game. 

Five years from now, maybe I have to dress up really nicely just to call my girlfriend because of the availability of video-telephone, where we can see each other while talking on the phone. I swear I do not want to talk to her on the phone wearing a pajama and have to always hide my yellow teeth while giving her a smile.

I am just glad that I do not have to worry about those things now. School works is hard enough to handle. Having to dress every time I want to call somebody? I think I will grow old sooner.

