448 Horseshoe Bend

Bumpass, VA 23024

(804) 556-3492

outlaw31_1@yahoo.com

Louisa County High School

755 Davis Highway

Mineral, VA 23117

February 2, 2004
Dear Mrs. Jackowicz,


I have always been interested in law; it is a subject that I wish to pursue a degree of in college, and I may even decide to have a career in law.  When we were told that out project for our senior year would be to find an internship in an area that we will want to be involved in the future, I decided that I wanted to find a lawyer to work with.  I am interested in how the judicial system works, and the way criminals are prosecuted.  This project will give me first-hand experience of the way a law firm works.


I really haven’t had a great deal of real-life experience with the judicial system.  I have been in a courtroom once in my life, to receive my driver’s license.  I generally watch the news and keep up with high-profile court cases and laws that are passed by Congress.


For my internship, I plan to work for Don Short, the Commonwealth’s Attorney for Louisa County.  I will learn how he goes about preparing for a case and how he prosecutes it in court.  For my project, I will document a case from it’s beginning to it’s end in court using pictures, video, interviews and documents.

For my research paper, I will write about several trials that were important to the history of criminal law.  I will write about how these trials have impacted the field of criminal law.  I will also write about the people that were involved in these trials.


I will use my first-hand experience in Mr. Short’s office as my primary source of information.  I will also interview other lawyers to see what their process is for preparing a case.  I will also research famous historical cases to find how they affected the history of law.  To do this research, I will go to the libraries at the University of Virginia.  The only foreseeable cost for this project is gasoline for my car.


I will be required to be trustworthy while doing this project.  While working in Mr. Short’s office, I may overhear some information that will be sensitive.  The things that I could hear could harm Mr. Short’s cases if I tell other people what I heard.  Mr. Short and I discussed this in our meeting.  

Sincerely,

Matthew Dickerson

