
When they wrote it, the founding fathers of the Constitution, such as James Madison and George Washington, intended for it to not be democratic.  However, the document has become more democratic over time.  Amendments to the Constitution have made it so that more people are allowed to vote.  The people are allowed to vote on more issues.  The Constitution is not a pure democratic document, but it is more democratic than it used to be.


A democratic Constitution would set up a system of government in which the people would vote to make decisions.  In a pure democracy, the people would vote on every issue that the government has to address.  The original Constitution allowed some people to vote on very few issues, so the form of government it set up was not a pure democracy.  


The founding fathers did not trust the common people to be able to make decisions for themselves, so they set the new government to be a severely limited democracy.  The only thing that the people could vote for was who their representative would be in the House of Representatives.  The only people who were permitted to vote were white men who were older than twenty-one who owned land.


To elect the president, the founding fathers set up a system called the Electoral College.  In this system, the people don’t vote for who they want to be president.  The members of the Electoral College who represent each state vote instead.  The reason the founding fathers created the Electoral College was because they felt that common people were not informed enough to choose someone as important as the president.  The fathers felt that the people would vote with their heart and not their heads.


Originally, the legislative houses of each state selected senators; the people did not vote for whom they wanted as their senator.  This was changed in 1913 by the 17th Amendment.  After the 17th Amendment was ratified, the people would elect two senators from each state.  The ratification of the 17th Amendment was a significant advancement towards making the Constitution more democratic because it allowed the people to let their opinions to be heard.  


Other significant advancements in making the Constitution more democratic were made with the 15th, 19th, 23rd, and 26th Amendments.  All of these amendments gave new groups of people the right to vote.  The 19th Amendment gave women the right to vote, the 15th gave African-Americans the right to vote, and the 26th Amendment lowered the legal voting age to eighteen years old.  The 23rd Amendment permitted the District of Columbia to have electors in the Electoral College to vote for the president.  Before, residents of the District of Columbia were not permitted to have a say in who their president would be.  


Another amendment that made the Constitution more democratic was the 24th Amendment.  This amendment made poll taxes illegal.  Poll taxes were sometimes used to discriminate against blacks in the South.  Even though this was illegal because it violated the 15th Amendment, another amendment was needed to reinforce the idea of the 15th Amendment.  The 24th Amendment also meant that people didn’t have to be wealthy in order to vote.  This allowed more people to vote and made the Constitution more democratic.

