
Senator Joseph Clark once called Congress the “sapless branch” of government.  He went on to say that Congress has “rarely initiated anything, rarely faced up to the current problems, and even more rarely resolved them.  This statement is untrue.  Congress has started programs that have helped Americans.  It has addressed the problems of the country and it has solved many of them.  Congress has lived up to the expectations of the founding fathers.


It is not easy to get laws passed through Congress.  A bill can die at any point on its journey to become a law.  It can die in subcommittee, committee, voting, the other house of Congress, or by a presidential veto.  Ninety percent of bills die before becoming a law.  The founding fathers made it this way intentionally.

The founding fathers of the country wanted Congress to be the most powerful branch of government.  However, they did not want it to be too powerful.  If it was easy to pass a law through Congress, then it could it would have too much power.  To check Congress’ power, they made it difficult to pass legislation.

Even though it is extremely difficult to pass a bill into law, the 107th Congress passed 377 laws during its two-year term (Thomas).  These laws ranged from topics concerning the National Park Service to the terrorist attacks on September 11, to the Patriot Act.  Throughout it’s history, Congress has created programs to help needy Americans.  The Social Security Act was passed in 1935 to help elderly and disabled people have enough money to buy food and other needs.  Congress has also created a program to help the families of victims of September 11.

Since most Congressmen want to get reelected, each Congressman will try to get legislation passed that will help his constituents so that they continue to support him.  If many people in a Congressional district think that their taxes are too high, then their Congressman will try to lower their taxes.  If the roads in a district are in poor condition, the Congressman will bring up legislation that will get them repaired, such as when Representative Tom Udall of New Mexico did when he proposed H.R.1107, a bill that would provide funding for road maintenance in Udall’s district (Thomas).

Congress has solved many problems with its legislation.  The Voting Rights Act of 1965 ended voter discrimination.  All twenty-seven amendments to the Constitution had to pass through Congress before being added to the document.  Therefore, Congress has made sure that all Americans have rights to freedom of speech, religion, and the right to a fair trial.  During Vietnam, many eighteen to twenty year olds were drafted and forced to serve in the military.  They felt this was unfair because they did not have the right to vote.  To fix this, congress passed the twenty-sixth Amendment, which gave people who were eighteen years old the right to vote.  

Congress is not a sapless branch of government.  It addresses and solves many of the problems that affect the country.  It may take some time before a law is passed that solves the problem, but that is what the founding fathers intended.  They did not want Congress to be overly reactionary or too powerful.
