Candidacy Information and Instructions

PRIVACY ACT ADVISORY STATEMENT

Pursuant to the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579), please be advised: Public Law 99-661 authorizes solicitation of this information, which will be used to select Goldwater Scholars. The information may also be used to publicize your selection as a Goldwater Scholar. Furnishing the information is voluntary; however, failure to do so will prevent your consideration for the Goldwater Scholarship.

NOMINATION MATERIALS

All nomination materials and faculty representative documents are available on the Foundation’s website at www.act.org/goldwater.

1. Complete and sign the Secondary School Transcript Request Form immediately and send it to the principal of the secondary school from which you graduated and any other secondary schools you attended. The form directs the principal to attach a copy of your transcript and return it to you by December 17, 2003. This should allow you sufficient time to give it to your Faculty Representative to meet the February 2 nomination receipt deadline. You will need to fill in your current address in the space provided on the form so the transcript can be returned to you. If you were home schooled for all or part of your secondary school education, please provide a letter from your instructor indicating what subjects were taught and your success. This letter should be submitted with the rest of your application.

If you do not have access to your secondary school, use this form to authorize your current institution to provide a copy of your secondary school transcript from their official records. Failure to secure the secondary school transcript may place you at a disadvantage in relation to other nominees.

2. Complete and sign the Nominee Information Form for the Barry M. Goldwater Scholarship and Excellence in Education Program. If you have more activities, work experience, and/or awards than the space allows, list only those you consider most significant. Inserts and additional pages will not be accepted. This form may be typed or printed by computer within the indicated margins. The left margin must be at least 1 inch and the right margin at least ½ inch. Font size may not be smaller than 12 characters per inch, or 11 point. 

3. Complete and sign the Nominee’s Essay, in which you should discuss a significant issue or problem in your field of study that is of particular interest to you. Your essay must be confined to two pages (one side only) of the Nominee’s Essay form. 

4. Use the Independent Evaluation of Nominee forms to secure recommendations from three individuals who know enough about you to assess your personal characteristics, motivation, and potential for a career in mathematics, the natural sciences, or engineering. You should obtain recommendations from: 

a. Two faculty members who can discuss your potential for a career in mathematics, the natural sciences, or engineering. At least one of these must be a faculty member in your field of study.

b. Another individual or faculty member who can attest to your potential. If you have been involved in research, one of your recommendations must come from the individual who supervised your work. The best evaluations are those that come from faculty in your field of study or from individuals who have supervised your work in a research facility. Evaluations from former high school teachers, coaches, or family friends are generally of little value.

The letters of recommendation should each be sealed in an envelope and returned by the evaluators directly to your Faculty Representative in sufficient time to meet the deadline for the submission of nomination materials. Letters of recommendation must be included with the other official nomination materials.

5. The Voluntary Survey Form solicits data on race and/or national origin of nominees. The information is requested on a voluntary basis and will be used only for statistical purposes. Your failure to supply the information will have no effect on your application for a scholarship, but this data is important to the Foundation. This form, if submitted, will be detached from your application and will not be seen by the Foundation’s independent review committee at any stage of its deliberations. Data will be transmitted to the Foundation only after the scholarship selection process has been completed. 

It is your responsibility to submit an original and one copy of the following documents to your Goldwater Faculty Representative:

• Nominee Information Form

• Nominee Essay

• Secondary School Transcript or Letter from Home School Instructor

• College Transcripts from other institutions you have attended. Your Faculty Representative will obtain and submit an official transcript from the institution you are currently attending. If you have attended any other college(s) then you are responsible for obtaining transcripts and giving them to your Faculty Representative.

• Three Independent Evaluations

• Voluntary Survey Form (optional)

Your Goldwater Faculty Representative will combine the above materials with an official college transcript and an Institution Nomination Form and submit the complete package to the Goldwater Review Committee. All materials must be submitted by the Faculty Representative. Incomplete nominations and materials received directly from the student will not be considered. All 2004 nominations must be received by February 2, 2004. Please note that your Faculty Representative may establish an internal deadline prior to February 2.
