2005-06 Michigan Region Awards Information

     All Michigan Region Hallmark Awards (the three Hallmark Awards, Chapter President, Officer, Member, and all Advisor and Administrator awards) will be based on the judging done by Headquarters for the International Awards.  Therefore, it is absolutely imperative that a chapter participate in the International Competition for any award that the Michigan Region also offers.  Consequently, it will not be necessary for any chapter to mail awards submissions to me.  In fact, they will not be judged at all if they are not submitted to the International Competition.  The exceptions include Chapter Milestone Awards, Regional Challenge Awards, all Visual and Performing Arts and Yearbook Awards, the Mike Sherman Award, the Horizon and Coordinator Awards, and the Michigan Region Scholarship (Obee and Friedrich) Awards. The MRAA will judge the Visual and Performing and Scholarship Awards.  The Officer Candidates vote on the Mike Sherman Award.  The Regional Officers and Coordinator determine the remaining awards listed above. All awards will be presented at the Hallmark Awards Ceremonies at the Regional Convention, April 7-9, hosted by Mu Tau, Lansing Community College.  All art and yearbook entries are to be brought to the Convention for registration, display and judging.  All Art, Yearbook, and Performing Arts forms are to be submitted to the Regional Coordinator one week prior to the Regional Convention. 
Further information and forms for the Obee and Friedrich Scholarships will follow after the MRAA meets and determines the criteria and forms for these awards.
All Candidate Nomination, Host Chapter, Performing Arts, Yearbook, and Art Registration forms must be sent to the Coordinator at the address below by March 31, 2006:
                                     Thomas F. Obee, Regional Coordinator

                                      St. Clair County Community College

                                      323 Erie St., P.O. Box 5015

                                      Port Huron, MI 48061
 Special Regional Hallmark Awards
Special Note: The Region has Discontinued the Freeman Science Award since there has not been significant participation for many years.  However, we have retained the Art and Yearbook Awards discontinued by International as well as our longstanding Performing Arts Awards.  Nevertheless, chapters should not submit more than one entry in each art, yearbook, and performing arts category unless they have consulted the Coordinator and host chapter to be sure there is sufficient space available for display.

Art Competition/Awards
The Michigan Region holds art competitions that are judged on site during the convention with awards given during the awards ceremonies.  Art works must be pre-registered by use of the enclosed forms to be included in the competition.  The forms must be received by the Coordinator no later than March 31, 2006, unless you receive permission from the Coordinator for a late submission.  Although the artist does not have to be present at the convention, someone must be designated by the artist to bring the art- work for display on Saturday morning and to remove it at the end of the judging and exhibit period as designated by the Convention Agenda.  These works are usually judged by the Alumni and the HQ Guest(s).  The Region’s art competitions fall in the following categories:

· Drawing and Painting, Black and White

· Drawing and Painting, Color

· Photography

· Sculpture and Soft Sculpture

· Best of Show

· (Usually there are also Runner-Up Awards)

Please remember that art works must be related to the 2004-06 Honors StudyTopic, “Popular Culture:  Shaping and Reflecting Who We Are,” not the new Honors Study Topic. 
Yearbook Competition

The Michigan Region also maintains a yearbook competition.  Chapters are encouraged to create yearbooks and enter them in the competition by sending in the appropriate form by March 31.  Yearbooks must be brought to the Convention by representatives of the chapter and will be judged on site, typically by the Headquarters’ Guest and/or by expert Michigan Region Alumni/ae. They should be registered by Saturday morning and picked up after the exhibit and judging are over, as designated by the Convention Agenda.

All art and yearbook submissions will be on display during the times indicated on the Convention Agenda for all Convention Attendees to peruse and appreciate.

Performing Arts

The Performing Arts Competition will be held at the time scheduled on the Convention Agenda.  All entries must be pre-registered on the appropriate form by March 31 unless they have received special permission from the Coordinator.  Performers should inform the host chapter when they arrive and should bring any necessary equipment such as instruments, tape or cd player, karaoke machines, and so forth, unless they have made other arrangements with the host chapter.  And, of course, they will be expected to perform at the time scheduled.  Typically, alumni members and/or the Headquarters’ Guest(s) are the judges.  Awards will be presented at the awards ceremonies.  Performing arts may be in any style (but please use good taste and judgment as the Coordinator is so old that pornographic presentations could cause him to suffer a heart attack) and address any subject in the following categories:

· Music/Instrumental

· Dance

· Vocal

· Drama/Comedy

