Europe Trip Information (June 3rd – June 18th )

Overview:

We will visit London, Rome, Florence, Venice, Nice, Paris and back to London.

Day to day plan as follow:

June 3:

Leave Ottawa at 10:20pm and arrive to London at 10am June 4

June 4:

Arrive to London at 10am, take flight to Rome at 5:55pm 

June 4: 
Arrive to Rome at 9:30pm and look for a place to stay (1st night)

June 5: 
Tour around Rome (2nd night)

June 6: 
Tour some more around Rome (3rd night)

June 7:

Take an early train to Pisa…and take evening train to Florence (4th night)

June 8: 
Tour around Florence. (5th  night)

June 9:

Take an early train to Venice (6th night)

June10:
Tour around Venice and take overnight train to Nice (7th night)

June11:
Tour around Nice (8th night)

June12:
Tour around Nice (9th night)

June13:
Tour around Nice and take train to Paris at around 2pm (10th night)

June14:
Arrive at Paris (11th night)

June15:
Tour around Paris (12th night)

June16:
Tour around Paris (13th night)

June17:
Take early train at 9am (3 hrs)  to London (14th night)

June18:
Take flight back to Ottawa at 3pm and arrive at 5:45pm.

June19:
Take flight back to Winnipeg at 5pm.

Things to Bring:

-Up-to-date passport!

-One backpack under 15kg (required to go on Ryanair)

-Photocopy your passport and bring copy with you (leave one copy at home)

-Bring lock for lockers at hostels

-Comfortable shoes

-Pack your up-to-date provincial health care card

-Bring your student cards if you have them.

-More info in the appendix

Beware:

· Pick- pocketing, lock and watch your bags. (more info)

· Read the appendix….heheh

Where to stay:
Places with reservation:

Hotel Beautiful
8 Via Milazzo
Rome
Italy
tel: 00390644703927
fax: 00390644703927
info@solomonhotels.com

Confirmed :19:05:07 22nd May '03
Ref No :1502-475277
Upon arrival at the hostel the balance of EUR 216.00 is payable in Euro

	Wed 4th June
	Mixed, Shared Room 
	4
	80.00

	Thu 5th June
	Mixed, Shared Room 
	4
	80.00

	Fri 6th June
	Mixed, Shared Room 
	4
	80.00




Directions

From the airport, take the nonstop train to Termini, the main station in Rome. From Termini exit on the via Marsala side and turn right. Make the first left onto via Milazzo and the hotel is on the left, number 8, on the fourth floor.

· Cancellations must be notified to the hostel directly at least 24 hours prior to arrival 

=============================================================    

PROPERTY DATA

Name     : Fiorentino

Address  : Via degli Avelli 8

           50123 Firenze

Email
 : fiorentino@venere.com
Fax n.   : +39-055-212692

Phone n. : +39-055-212692

---------------------------------------------------------------------

RESERVATION DATA

Reservation request code: 598671

Rooms requested :

1 Quadruple shared bath       180.00 EUR  

Total price :        180.00 EUR

Arriving date  : 07 June 2003

Departure date : 09 June 2003

Number of days : 2

---------------------------------------------------------------------

CANCELLATION POLICY

Timeline for cancellation without penalties:

Fri Jun 06 2003 00:00  (local time)

Dear Bang Dao etc..., 

we are glad to confirm your reservation of a four bedded private room for the period you requested: 
arrival:          09th June 2003 
departure:    10th June 2003, 
at the  rate of 108.00 Euros. 
We just would like to remind you that cancellation is accepted advising 48 hours prior the arrival. 
Waiting to meet you in Venice, we send you our best regards. 

Massimo 
HOTEL AI TOLENTINI 
Santa Croce, 197/g  Venezia 
Tel.   041-2759140 
Fax.   041-2753266 
E-Mai: aitolentini@hotmail.com
Upon arrival at the hostel the balance of EUR 108.00 is payable in Euro
Directions

If you arrive by train, once you get out of the station, you cross the big bridge in fron of you and turn right. Then, just before a small bridge, you turn left and at the end of the street, again on the left for ten metres. If you arrive by plane, the way to get to the hotel is, once at the airport, to catch the blu ATVO bus, which is specificly for the people coming from the airport to Venice(about 25 minutes). When you arrive in Piazzale Roma, the arrival terminal for car and buses, you can ask for \"Frari\" direction. Next, after crossing two bridges, you\'ll see \"Sofitel Hotel\" and, at 20 metres on its left, you\'ll find our hotel.
======================================================================
**********************************************************
                    Your Voucher and Invoice N°RW173518
    **********************************************************

RESIDENCE HOTELIERE TROCADERO
7 R BELGIQUE
06000 nice

Hotel web site : http://www.francehotelreservation.com/reshottroc

Arrival date : 11/06/2003 --> Departure : 13/06/2003
Number of night : 2  -  Room type : Apartment
Room price : 64 Euros rate given by the hotel for this period
Total amount : 128 Euros
French Taxes and services  : 18,8 Euros
Reservation Number : RW173518
Client number : 207347
-----------------------------------------------------
      YOU MUST SIGN YOUR VOUCHER AT THE HOTEL
-----------------------------------------------------
Extras will have to be paid at the hotel ( mini bar, breakfast...)

We are going to charge a full payment on your credit card (Visa, 45101#####) : 128 Euros + 18,8 Euros  =  146,8 Euros 
France Hotel Reservation and Europe Hotel Reservation are registered trade marks of QCNS SA. QCNS will be the debitor of your credit card account.

However if you want to cancel your reservation here is the email address you need in order to send the cancellation : dany@ewhr.com
Van Le and Vu in Paris

My address: 8 rue Pierre Baudry

92140 Clamart

Phone: 01.47.65.07.36

"Van Le" <doavanle@hotmail.com> 
Then take metro line 6, direction Charles de

Gaule Etoile to Montparnasse.

Then take a train (train banlieue) to Clamart

my place).  I may be able to pick u up from Montparnasse.

===================================================
YOUR RESERVATION IS CONFIRMED.

You can review the status of your reservation by accessing the following URL

http://www.venere.com/cgi/user/index.php
or just clicking 'view reservation' on the home page of the Internet Hotel

Reservation site.

---------------------------------------------------------------------

PROPERTY DATA

Name     : Hyde

Address  : 55 Westbourne Terrace

           W2 3UY London

Email
 : hydehotel@venere.com
Fax n.   : +44-207-4020433

Phone n. : +44-207-7233434

---------------------------------------------------------------------

RESERVATION DATA

Reservation request code: 596088

Rooms requested :

1 Family room                 70.00 GBP  

Total price :         70.00 GBP

Reservation:  

Arriving date  : 17 June 2003

Departure date : 18 June 2003

Number of days : 1

---------------------------------------------------------------------

CANCELLATION POLICY

Timeline for cancellation without penalties:

Tue Jun 10 2003 00:00  (local time)

Directions:   near Paddington station, near Lancaster Gate underground tube

Hostels in Rome (from best to worst):

1. Pop Inn Hostel 

Via Marsala 80, 00185 Roma
tel: (06) 495 9887
fax: (06) 493 83697
website: www.popinnhostel.com
2. Hotel Papa Germano 

Via Calatarimi 14/A, Rome 00185
metro/train: Termini
tel: (06) 486919
fax: (06) 47825202
website: www.hotelpapagermano.it
3. The Beehive 

Via Marghera 8, 00185 Roma
metro/train: Termini
tel: (06) 44704553
website: www.the-beehive.com
4. Gullivers House 

Via Palermo 36, 00184 Rome
tel/fax: (06) 4817680
website: www.gullivershouse.com
5. Hostel Casanova 
Via Ottorino Lazzarini 12, Rome
metro: Cipro
tel: (06) 39745228
website: www.hostelcasanova.com
6. Hostel Star Light 
Via Cairoli 115, 00185 Roma
tel: (06) 446 0137
website: www.hostelstarlight.com
7. Hotel Colors 
Via Boezio 31, Rome
metro: Ottaviano; train: San Pietro
tel: (06) 6874030
fax: (06) 6867947
website: www.enjoyrome.com/
accommodations/colors/index.html
8. Hotel Des Artistes 

Via Villafranca 20, Rome
metro/train: Termini
tel: (06) 4454365
fax: (06) 4462368

website: www.hostelrome.com
9. Pensione Ottaviano 

Via Ottaviano 6, Rome 00192
bus: 19, 23, 32, 34, 49, 51, 64, 81, 492, 590, 
982, 907, 990, 991, 994, 999; metro: Ottaviano; 
train: San Pietro
tel: (06) 39738138
fax: (06) 39740809

website: www.pensioneottaviano.com
Hostels in Florence (from best to worst):

1. 7 Santi Hostel Viale dei Mille 11, Firenze 
bus: 11, 17
tel: (055) 5048452
fax: (055) 5057085
website: www.eidinet.com/7santi/index.html
2. Archi Rossi Via Faenza 94R, Firenze
tel: (055) 290804
fax: (055) 2302601

3. Firenze Inn 
Via del Corno 3, 50122 Firenze
bus 14
tel/fax: (05) 52399211

web site:www.firenzeinn.com
4. Instituto Gould 

Via de'Serragli 49, Firenze
tel: (055) 212576
fax:(055) 280274
5. Locanda Starlight 

Via Guelfa 59, Firenze
tel: (055) 287012
fax: (055) 2728941
website: www.locandastarlight.it
Hostels in Venice (from best to worst):

1. Archie's House 

San Leonardo 1814 B, Venice VE 30121
tel: (041) 720 884
2. B and B Rota 

San Paolo 1699, Venezia
3. Ca venezia 

Calle Dei Furlani n° 3271, Castello 3271, Venezia
Hostels in Nice (from best to worst):

4. Backpackers Chez Patrick 

1st Floor, 32 rue Pertinax, 06000 Nice
tel: (04) 93 80 30 72
5. Hotel Astrid (need to know French)

26, rue Pertinax, 06000 Nice
tel: (04) 93 62 14 64
6. Hotel Belle Meuniere 

21 rue Durante, 06000 Nice
tel: (04) 93 88 66 15
fax: (04) 93 82 51 76
7. Hotel les Orangers 

10 bis, avenue Durante, 06000 Nice
tel: (04) 93 87 51 41
Hostels in Paris (from best to worst):

1. Auberge de Jeunesse - Jules Ferry 

8 boulevard Jules Ferry, Paris 75011
bus: 46, 54, 56, 65, 75, 96; metro: République
tel: (01) 43 57 55 60
fax: (01) 43 14 82 09 
email: paris.jules-ferry@fuaj.org
2. Hotel Caulaincourt Square 

2 Square Caulaincourt, 75018 Paris
(between 63 and 65 rue Caulaincourt)
métro: Lamarck Caulaincourt
tel: (01) 46 06 46 06
fax: (01) 46 06 46 15
website: www.caulaincourt.com
3. Le Village Hostel 

20 rue d'Orsel, 75018 Paris
tel: (01) 42642202
fax: (01) 42642204

website: www.villagehostel.fr
Hostels in London (from best to worst):

1. Astor Victoria 

71 Belgrave Road, London SW1 2BG
tel: (020) 7834 3077
fax: (020) 7932 0693
website:www.astorhostels.com
2. King William IV Hotel 

155-157 Trafalgar Road, Greenwich, London SE10 9TX
bus: 188; tube: Greenwich DLR
tel: (020) 8802 6646
3. St. Christopher's Inn - Greenwich 

189 Greenwich High Road, London SE10
train/DLR: Greenwich
tel: (020) 7407 1856
fax: (020) 7403 7715

website:www.st-christophers.co.uk
4. St. Christopher's Village 

161-164 Borough High Street, London SE1
tube: Borough, London Bridge; train: London Bridge
tel: (020) 7407 1856
fax: (020) 7403 9715

website:www.st-christophers.co.uk
5. Hyde Park Inn 

48-50 Inverness Terrace, Bayswater, London W23JA
tube: Bayswater, Queensway, Royal Oak
tel: (020) 7229 0000
fax: (020) 8459 8886

website:www.hydeparkinn.com
6. Lambeth Sportsman 

73 Lambeth Walk, Lambeth, London SE11 
tube: Lambeth North, Vauxhall
tel: 07796 343988
fax: (020) 7582 5000
Activities:

Rome

· Rome's activities (apart from the mandatory sight-seeing) usually involve nothing more strenuous than eating, drinking and listening to good music
· It is, for instance, possible to walk from the Colosseum, through the Forum, up to Piazza di Spagna and across to the Vatican in one day, but you wouldn't really want to. All the major monuments are west of the train station, but make sure you use a map
· The Palatine Hill and the Forum are the centre of ancient Rome. Via del Corso runs north from the Forum to Piazza del Popolo, with the Spanish Steps and the Trevi Fountain just to its east. The Vatican is northwest of the Forum, across the River Tiber.
Florence

· A stroll around the Giardino di Boboli is recommended - the views from here aren't bad either
· The remarkable Duomo, with its pink, white and green marble façade and characteristic dome, dominates the city's skyline.
Venice (

· Walking around, up and down lots of bridges

· Not a lot of other activities except churches, museum…

· St Mark's has to be one of the most spectacular houses of worship in the world

Nice

· Water sports facilities are widely available throughout the area, including water-skiing, jet-skiing, sailboarding and diving.

· Hiking, mountain biking and horse riding in the nearby Parc National du Mercantour.
· And of-course the beach.

Paris

London

Buckingham Palace, Big Ben, London Tower, Noting Hill, etc…

Getting Around:

Rome

· The city's Metro service (which is convenient for many of Rome's sights) has two lines, both of which go through Termini.
· Although there is a train station near Ciampino Airport, it is generally easier to take the metro to Anagnina station and transfer to a COTRAL bus to the airport. Leave plenty of time as the bus runs at half-hourly intervals, hourly during summer.
· Useful bus routes include 64 between Stazione Termini and the Vatican City and route 116 from Villa Borghese to Piazza Navona the Pantheon and Campo dei Fiori.
· The day pass can be used for unlimited rides until midnight on the day on which the ticket is validated. It is valid on ATAC buses and trams, COTRAL buses in the city limits, plus the metro and COTRAL and FS trains within the city. €3.10.
· Good-quality, reasonably priced meals can be found in the trattorie around Piazza Navona and in Trastevere.
Florence

· Buses service the city centre and Fiesole, in the hills north-east of town. Bus tickets can be bought at tobacconists or vending machines, and must be validated as you get on the bus.  These tickets cost €1 for 60 minutes, €1.80 for three hours, €4 for 24 hours
· Stazione Santa Maria Novella is the main station and it is only a short walk from the centre.
Venice

· Vaporetto (water bus) is the other essential method of getting around, and it can be equally rewarding: you won't find too many public transport routes as unforgettable as vaporetto No 1's trip along the Grand Canal. Get yourself a travel pass to do the vaporetto thing - single tickets don't come cheap.
· Tickets cost €3.10 or €9.30 for a 24-hour ticket.
Nice

· For other destinations in the city check out the central Sunbus station on square Général Leclerc.
· Exploring the centre of town is best done on foot, but having your own wheels can be helpful for discovering the rest of the Côte d'Azur.
Paris

London
Stansted Express is the quickest way into central London. Trains leave Stansted Airport from 0600 to 2359. At peak times they run every 15 minutes (from 0800 to 1700 Monday to Friday) and every 30 minutes off peak (early morning, evenings and Saturday and Sunday). Standard fares are £13 single and £21 for an open return (valid for one calendar month). Children aged 5-15 years travel half price. 

Journey time is 41 minutes and trains stop at Tottenham Hale station and terminates at Liverpool Street station in central London.  Leave Liverpool Street at least 2 and ½ hour before scheduled flight.

===================

It is also possible to buy a book of six single tickets for £3.90 which works out at 65p per journey.  An all-zone One Day Bus Pass costs just £2. (1hr 40 minutes)
Flight Confirmation:

Ryan Air – Confirmation # H2P6AV depart at 5:55pm on June 4th, 2003


-Call in UK at 0871 246 0000

Flight by BMI – check

Train Information:

Rome to Florence (June 6)

	From
	Roma Termini

	To
	Pisa Centrale


· Train runs hourly, daily until 8pm(ticket cost $56+25 for 1hr40min) on Eurostar Italian

· 3hrs on Mainline Train

	From
	Pisa Centrale

	To
	Firenze S M N

	Route Effective
	12/15/2002 to 12/13/2003

	Fare Effective
	1/1/2003 to 12/31/2003

	Time
	01:00

	Distance
	81 km / 50 mi


Florence to Venice (June 8)

	From
	Firenze S M N

	To
	Venezia S Lucia

	Route Effective
	12/15/2002 to 12/13/2003

	Fare Effective
	1/1/2003 to 12/31/2003

	Time
	02:50

	Distance
	257 km / 160 mi


· Every 2 hrs daily until 8pm ($52+$18 second class for 3hrs)

Venice to Nice (Daily)

	From
	Venezia S Lucia

	To
	Nice Ville


· Train 358-TRN departs at 22:43, arrive at 9:05 next day (cost $93+$44/couchette)

Nice to Paris

	From
	Nice Ville

	To
	Paris Gare Lyon


· High speed train (TGV) departs daily (6172, 6174, 6176, 6180, 6184 TGV last train at 5:30pm)  Ticket cost $165 +$18/seat , traveling time is about 7hrs

· Overnight train is 5770-TRN departs at 20:49 arrive at 7:45am next day for 11hrs (cost $163+$44/couchette)

Paris to London

· Eurostar high speed train (3hrs) every hour/daily

· Leisure fare ($216+$11 booking fee)

Reservation required for overnight train.  No supplements for EC, IC, ICE , TGV trains.

Trip Costs:

Thu paid:

Ottawa-London: $2457CAD

London-Rome:  $42GBP

Rome hostel deposit: USD$32

Nice hotel: 146,8 Euros

Bang paid:

Venice hostel deposit: EUR 13.78

Venice hostel at Kappa deposit (cancelled) : EUR 15.78 (not sure if Thu paid)
Train Passes: $300US + $836US + $9CAD shipping

Films: $20CAD

Tan paid:

Vi paid:

Approximate costs:

Train: $1656 

Hotel deposit: $296

Hotel: $842 + $161 

Flight: $2457 + $108

Food: $3400 + $480 

Train reservation: $500 

Other: $20

Assistance Abroad:

More Information:

What to Pack 
Take into consideration where you're going and the time of year. Do you need warm weather clothes or cold weather clothes? A mix? Are you going to cathedrals, nightclubs, sailing or trekking? Will there be warm, drizzly rain or freezing downpours? Adjust the following list of basics accordingly.

• one pair high-quality sneakers or lightweight hiking boots
• Teva-style sandals for warm weather, beaches, showers 
• 3 pairs quick-drying underwear 
• 3 pairs quick-drying socks 
• bathing suit 
• 2 pairs microfibre shorts
• 2 pairs microfibre pants (or one pair pants and a skirt)
• 3 t-shirts (consider microfibre, not cotton, which takes too long to dry if you have to do sink laundry) 
• 1 long-sleeved shirt
• 1 microweight long-sleeved fleece or vest 
• 1 rain jacket or poncho (Gor-Tex is fabulous) 
• eyeglasses (with extra prescription) or contact lenses (with extra prescription) and cleaning solution
• sunglasses 
• towel (do you need it to double as a beach towel or can you get away with a microfibre camp towel?)
• sleep sheet for the hostels (sleeping bags are not allowed)
• optional: hat, belt, scarf, bandana, accessories Shower Bag 
• liquid or gel soap (less messy than a bar of soap)
• shampoo (or an "all-in-one" shampoo and conditioner to save on weight)
• toothbrush and paste 
• comb or brush
• deodorant 
• razors (shave with soap)
• tampons 
• lip balm with sunscreen
• sunscreen 
• prescriptions
• contraceptives and condoms
• small first aid kit (aspirin, bandages, blister pads, antiseptic, antibiotic powder or dry spray, etc.)
• optional: insect repellent, anti-diarrhea medicine, makeup, perfume or cologne, pre-moistened towelettes 

[Back to top]
The Pick and Choose Miscellany List 
• small sewing kit
• watch with built-in alarm or travel clock 
• clothesline, clothes pegs (a twisted elastic clothesline eliminates need for clothes pegs), and laundry soap (all can be had in a small traveller's laundry kit) 
• flat drain plug if laundry kit doesn't already have one
• safety pins
• elastic bands 
• Ziploc bags 
• sleeping bag
• collapsible water bottle 
• small flashlight 
• hacky sack or Frisbee 
• vitamins
• small calculator
• small traveller's umbrella
• deck of playing cards
• binoculars
• camera and equipment 
• extra batteries
• mini Canadian flags or pins
• small whistle 
• small compass
• ear plugs

Attitude 
• Walking forlornly up and down streets with your nose in a map doesn't help. Step into a doorway or entrance and discreetly consult your map. Better yet, if that doorway leads into a public place like a cafe, ask for directions.
• Learn to have eyes in the back of your head. Who's behind or beside you? Are they following too closely for your comfort? Don't be paranoid — be aware.
• Hold your head up and act like you know where you're going. Sound familiar to our female readers? 
• Here's a brilliant tip: Buy an el cheapo wallet or coin purse. The uglier the better. Put the equivalent of ten bucks inside. Now when you need to pay for something you're not flaunting all the loot that should be hiding in its discreet location in your money pouch.
• Double check when you leave an ATM that you haven't left anything behind. Get your cash withdrawal into your money pouch promptly. You're not waving your money and jewels around, are you?
• For that matter, you didn't bring anything with you that you would be heartbroken to have lost or stolen, right?
• Someone wants your passport as a security measure for rentals or accommodation? Hand over your IDP, ISIC or hostelling card first.
• If you're travelling alone, try walking in groups when you can.
• Same goes for partying-do it with people you feel good about. 
• No meter in a cab? Negotiate the fare before you jump in.
• Something doesn't feel right? Leave. 
• Trust your instincts. If you're feeling it in your gut, you're probably right. 
• Where are all those thieves and con artists slinking around? Right where you are-all the places travellers like to visit. 

Snatch and Grab
• Incidents of thieves making a grab or slash for bags worsen every year. If you use a fanny pack, wear it in front. If you use a purse, wear it diagonally across the shoulder. Can you afford to lose what's in your daypack if it's slashed? Money pouch, money pouch, money pouch.
• Don't leave your bags unattended in public.
• Sleep with your money pouch inside your pillowcase. Put it in a Ziploc bag and bring it into the shower with you.
• Pickpockets might shove or bump you first. While you're distracted, you're robbed. 

[Back to top]
The Great Train Robbery
• On a train, lock your backpack to the luggage rack or something immobile. If it's an overnight ride and you can't attach your pack to anything, sleep with your leg through its straps. You're more likely to wake up in the case of a disturbance than if you just intertwine your arm in it.
• Double check your seat when you depart to make sure you haven't left anything behind. Take your daypack with you even if you're just going to the washroom. 
• Don't sleep alone in a compartment. Find buddies, at least for the night. 
• Feel free to lock compartment doors. 

Heard of These Ones Yet? 
• Something is sprayed, splattered or otherwise thrown at you. Grip your possessions even more tightly-and don't wipe. Someone's about to try robbing you.
• Purse or pack snatches from moving cars, motorcycles, mopeds, scooters, bicycles. 
• Snatches just as you get on a departing train or ferry.
• Being swarmed by cute kids. They're not cute. They're pickpocketing you.
• Somebody attractive joins your table. You buy them a drink. You're later presented with an outrageous tab. You're shown the fine print on a little sign posted outside you'd fail to notice when you came in. Sad but true. And legal.
• Pregnant woman asks for your seat. Of course you stand up. Now you're surrounded by some big guys rifling your pockets.

Men and Women
• Reread every point under Attitude.
• The halter or tank top you wear at home will not work in many countries and locations. Skimpy shorts don't work anywhere. Cover up according to local standards or invite unwanted attention. 
• Don't respond to catcalls, whistles or even really rude comments. Walk away in dignity with an air of disdain. Don't make furious eye contact or even speak to the Neanderthal
• A band on your wedding finger can help minimize unwanted interest.
• Watch your drink glass or bottle when in bars. You don't want anything nasty slipped in. 

Above all, if you are robbed or accosted, report it immediately to the police. You need a police file number in order to make an insurance claim. No number, no claim

