STANDARD J3

SAUCES, CHUTNEYS AND PICKLES

(1)
(a)
For the purposes of this Standard, the terms catsup, ketchup and relish are synonymous with the term sauce and any of those terms may be written in any label on or attached to a package containing or used in any advertisement relating to those products in the stead of the term sauce.


(b)
Sauce, save where it is otherwise expressly prescribed by this Code, is a liquid or semi-liquid preparation of foods. It may contain -

(i)
spices and condiments;

(ii)
modifying agents specified in Groups I and III set out in Standard A10;

(iii)
flavouring and colouring;

(iv)
not more than 50 g/kg of modified starches specified in Group VI set out in Standard A10.


(c)
deleted


(d)
If a label on or attached to a package containing sauce includes, other than in a statement of ingredients, the word tomato, or a pictorial representation or design depicting a tomato, indicating or suggesting the presence of tomato as the only fruit or vegetable in the package, the contents of that package must comply with the standard for tomato sauce prescribed by Standard F2.

(2)
(a)
Chutney is the product prepared from fruit or vegetables or both.

(b)
(i)
Chutney, not being mango chutney, shall contain at least 500 g/kg of fruit or vegetables or of both fruit and vegetables;

(ii)
mango chutney shall contain not less than 400 g/kg of fruit.


(ba)
Chutney may contain any one or more of the following substances:

(i)
sugar;

(ii)
dextrose;

(iii)
glucose syrup;

(iv)
dried glucose syrup;

(v)
vinegar;

(vi)
modifying agents specified in Groups I, III and VI set out in Standard A10;

(vii)
spices;

(viii)
monosodium L-glutamate;

(ix)
condiments;

(x)
caramel.


(c)
There shall be written in the label on or attached to a package containing chutney, in standard type of 3 mm, the word CHUTNEY, which may be preceded, in standard type of the same size or less, by the word TOMATO, FRUIT or MANGO or other word or words descriptive of the contents, provided that the fruit or vegetable so named is present in the chutney in the proportion of not less than half of the total fruit or vegetables so present.

The word SAUCE shall not be written in the label on or attached to a package containing chutney.

(3)
(a)
Pickles are the products prepared from sound vegetables or sound fruit or both, preserved in salt, vinegar or acids specified in Group III set out in Standard A10.


(b)
Pickles may contain -

(i)
spices and condiments;

(ii)
sugars and farinaceous substances;

(iii)
modifying agents specified in Groups I and VI set out in Standard A10;

(iv)
colouring and flavouring;

(v)
not more than 2 g/kg of calcium chloride.


(c)
Pickles that have been made with bleached vegetables shall not contain more than 750 mg/kg of sulphur dioxide or sulphites calculated as sulphur dioxide, derived from the bleaching process.


(ca)
Lactic acid fermented pickles may contain not more than 500 mg/kg of sorbic acid.


(cb)
Pickled onions may contain not more than 500 mg/kg of sorbic acid.


(d)
Olives preserved in salt or brine may contain:

(i)
not more than 500 mg/kg of sorbic acid;

(ii)
not more than 150 mg/kg of ferrous gluconate calculated as total iron.

COMMENTARY

Standard J3 was published in the Commonwealth of Australia Gazette No. P 27 on 27 August 1987 and has been amended in subsequent gazettes as follows:

Amendment No. 2 
(Gazette No. P 8, 3 May 1989)

Clause amended
Reason

(3)(ca)
Permit the addition of sorbic acid and/or its salts at not more than 500 mg/kg to lactic acid fermented pickles.

(3)(d)
Editorial amendment to standardise provisions.

Amendment No. 3 
(Gazette No. P 28, 11 October 1989)

Clause amended
Reason

(2)(b)
Reduce the minimum fruit content of mango chutney from 500 g/kg to 400 g/kg.

Amendment No. 4 
(Gazette No. P 33, 17 November 1989)

Clause amended
Reason

(2)(b)
Reflect changes following the revision of Standard A6.

(3)(d)
Permit the use of ferrous gluconate as a colour stabiliser for olives in salt or brine.

Amendment No. 5 
(Gazette No. P 38, 15 December 1989)

Clause amended
Reason

(2)(ba)
Reflect the new terminology of sugars and related products following the revision of Standard K1.

Amendment No. 7 
(Gazette No. P 34, 14 November 1990)

Clause amended
Reason

(2)(ba)
Permit the use of Group VI modifying agents in chutneys.

(3)(ca)
Permit the presence of sulphur dioxide and/or sorbic acid as a preservative in pickled onions.

Amendment No. 9 
(Gazette No. P 12, 17 May 1991)

Clause amended
Reason

(1)(c),(2)(c)
Review of print size recommendations by the Industries Assistance Commission (IAC).

Amendment No. 12 
(Gazette No. P 4, 20 February 1992)

Clause amended
Reason

(1)(d)
Prohibit the use of the word tomato alone or pictorial representation of tomato alone unless the food contains no other fruits or vegetables than tomato.

The official version of the code is that published in the Commonwealth of Australia Gazette No. P 27 on 27 August 1987 as amended from time to time. Those amendments are published in the Gazette. Relevant State and Territory legislation should be consulted to determine the law in each State and Territory in relation to food standards. The Commonwealth gives no warranty that the information contained in the Food Standards Code is correct and complete. The Commonwealth shall not be liable for any loss howsoever caused whether due to negligence or other arising from the use of or reliance on this Code.
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