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To ensure this they must livewith their eyeson Him, Heb 12 1-3, ready for Him at all times,
undstracted by the frauds **1 who claim to know WHEN He will come, 24:5-11. Being
READY is a matter of ignaing dl distractions, and continuing to live as He has taugh,
fell owshipping with Him in work andwitness andin growinginto His likeness

The Lord hadspoken o His rejedion andCross and d Israel being rejeded. The Church
will be God's new people/sphere of activity in the world, bu He says no more spedfically
abou that. **2 Instead He ontinues to talk of Judgment on Israel, the destruction o
Jerusalem, andinterwoven with that His return in Judgment and Glory. These are dealt with
together because both are judgment outcomes of the First Coming. From the first it was
recognsed that Jesus was geaking d the destruction d Jerusalem and keyond that of His
Coming. **3 These evats are comnon features, bu the first doesn't flow straight into the
second.Not yet isemphasised in 244-6, 8, 14, 238, 36.

All commentators agree that reference to the Abomination d Desolation, Dan 927,
means that what the Lord says is devdoped from the vision gven to Daniel concerning his
people and hdy aty. But most ignore the Lord' swordsin 23:39; Lk 13:35, that beyondthe
inevitable judgment, Israel will welcome Him at His return, andenter into the blessng He
hadwon for them. Sotheyrestrict eveything to the Church, andrefer to His coming &s the
"Fina Judgment." This leaves as empty words the many promises to Israel (in Isa 5366,
Zeh-8-14, etc) of being restored as a naion onthe basis of the Cross And it ignares the
separate, contrasting oucomes in blessng for the Church, and for Israel set out in Rom 11,
and dso the end d the Lord's 1000year earthly Kingdanin Rev20.

Footnote **1 They may confidently add up figures from Daniel etc, or point to correlations
between Scriptures and current events, or suppat these with claims to mirades and pophedes. But
their dates pass and the disill usioned rush to foll ow the next prophet. An exception is that in spite
of 24:23-27 the religious empire of "Jehovah's Witnesses," is built onthe daim of their prophet C T
Rus<l that Jesus came to eath and set up HisKingdom in 1914

Footnote **2 Brother Heading in his commentary reminds us that all Scripture is for Christians
and the church, Rom 15:4; 1 Cor 10:6; 2 Tim 3:16, bu nat al is about us. The durch is a new
revelation, 1618; Eph 35-6. It isn't pictured in OT prophecy, or diredly spoken abou here. But the
general principles taught apply to God's people in al ages, including us Christians:- Those loyal to
Him faceperseaution. All need to be on guard against deception - true and false can't be separated
until the Lord returns, 1330. Their stewardship of what He entrusts to them in the present life will
determine their joy and Hessng at His Coming.

Footnote **3 Parallels - Temple destroyed 243//Dan 926, Time of the end 243//Dan 126-7,
Rumours of war, 246//Dan 926, 11:44. Perseastion d saints 24:9-11//Dan 7:25; 11:33,
Abomination 2415/Dan 813; 9:27; 11:31; 1211, Tribulation 2421//Dan 121, Son d Man on
Clouds 24:30//Dan 7:13.
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Davies, who, & noted in the introduction to Matthew 1-5 bodlet, treats Scripture as the
Word o God, bu from a Liberal Critical point of view, writes on 2431 "Comrmentators
usually assume that the ded must be the Christian faithful... In view, howveve, of the strong
Jewish background and oucommentson 811-12; 19:28; 23.39, it cannd be extuded that
Matthew also thougtt of faithful Jews being gahered from the diaspora: (dispersion - being
scatered world-wide) 'all Israel will be saved' Rom 11:26." Matthew, Volume I, P 364.
Bruner is a strong adocate of the Gospel of the Grace of God as proclaimed by the
Reformers. He writes from a Lutheran, sacramentalist point of view, tinged with Calvin's
Covenart theology, and dten attacks Dispensationdism. Yet hornesty compels him to write
on 2411 "afalse dhurch will grow by great numbers at the end; but those dewoted to the
Name will suffer lossafter loss" Smilar honesty requires me to nde that while 25:31 fits
neatly the Lord setting up His earthly Kingdan, and welcoming into it those who have
welcomed and felped His Jewish Remnart witnesses, the passage ends with a verse that
looks beyondlife on the renewed earth to the @ernal consequences of their actions.

The slaugher of thousands and enslavement of survivors when Jerusalem fell - and the
exinction d the Religious life of nationd Israel - made the destruction d Jerusalem a
terrible exyerience But that destruction, andthe perseaution o Jews snce al point
forward to atime of uniquely intense perseaution - the whole religious-pdliti cal, econamic-
social structure of a world-state, in a centralised econamy, will deliberately use its power to
stamp ou loyalty to God. And that will close with a unque deliverance

Jews generally expeded that at the end o Daniel's 70th weekan era of blessng would
open for Israel. Many Christians agree and addthat the last week7 years of Daniel's
prophecy omnences after the Rapture of the Church. And that the direa apgication d
24:1-44 is to the sufferings of the loyal-to-God remnant of the Jevs, who take up the
resporsibility of being His witnesses. At His Coming, they enter His earthly Kingdam, along
with those Gentiles who joined or helped them, 2531-46. That makes snse of Scriptures
ignared by others. It's wholesome as long & we dont let it crowd ou of our minds that ALL
Scripture has a message for our daily living. And we avoid the pride that imagines we're
totally right in this matter, and dhers totally wrong, that cuts us off from the brothers we
judge and despise, Rom 14:1-15:13. When Dispensationdism, Calvinism, or any other "ism"
doesthat, it has become for its followers a sedarian heresy.

"We livein cataclysmic times, an age of drastic changes andfast-moving devdopments
in al aspeds of the human condtion. They refled with urcanrny predseness the
symptoms of the advent of the Messanic aa, acutely defined in the Talmud, Midrash, and
other sacred writings." SoJ. |I. Shehet, Orthodox Jav, begins the foreword to his recent
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24:1-2 JESUS.. DEPARTED FROM/left THE TEMPLE- He had turned his badk
on it, never to return. In Ezek 9:3; 10:4; 11:23, the Glory cloud gaong from the
Temple to the Mt of Olives symbalised the Temple being forsaken by God. HIS
DISCIPLES CAME.. TO SHOW HIM/call His attention to the BUILDINGS-
It was Israd's $how-place and in it the most important business in the world,
atonement and worship, was suppased to take place but the Lord had denourced it
as a sham. The Reformers saw the glorious buildings and panp of the Papacy as
being a similar empty show. Human nature is dow to lay hold of spiritual things,
and tends to cling to the outward form inherited from the past. The Temple
remained prominent in the thinking and pradice of the Jerusalem Church, Acts
2:46; 3:1-10; 5:20-42; 21:23-26. The Lord's words prepared them for its
destruction, and He promised to be with them personally, 28:20 - no reed to goto
a Temple. Only God in Christ, and what reveds and honous Him, is to be valued.
All traditions and forms may crash unamented and be replaced.

JESUS SAID, SEE ALL THESE THINGS- In effed "Yes they're impressve, but
donit you undbrstand what I've been saying, that the glorious building is morally
and spiritually a den of thieves etc." They were amiring what Jesus had
condemned - a temptation we dl face NOT LEFT ONE STONE UPON/on
ANOTHER- The building will becme rublde. Only the platform foundition
stones remain undsturbed. The destruction d Solomon's Temple had also seaned
imposshble when God spoke of it in Jer 7:8-14; 26:1-9. Under God's new order, it's
Believers individually and colledively that He indwell s, not a material Temple, 1
Cor 3:16.

24:3 AS Jesuswas stting on THE MOUNT OF OLIVES- Thisisaformal teating
sesson as He sits with His own and looks beyond the Temple and its destruction
to the unfolding d Judgment that ends in His return in Glory. THE DISCIPLES
CAME to HIM PRIVATEL Y- They asked Him when they were done with Him,
as we dl shoud, 6:6. He auld then talk fredy - "end-time" teading is for the
committed dsciples.

TELL US WHEN WHAT SIGN.. OF COMING- Parousia. Coming and presence
with. Used of comingsin general, 24:27; 1 Cor 16:17; 2 Cor 10:10, etc, but also a
technicd term for the impressve coming and presence of agrea King/Emperor on
an official visit. It's used spedficdly of Jesus comingin gory in 1Cor 15:23; 1 Th
2:19; 5:23, 2 Th 21, 8; Jas 5:7-8; 2 Pet 3:4. The setting isn't Christian. They
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alensthroughwhich the End-Times stuationis viewed after AD 70.

24:4-5 JESUS ANSWERED TAKE HEED/watch out- Be dways watching ou,

present tense. Cp Acts 13:40; 1 Cor 8:9; 10:12; Col 2:8; Heb 312 He tells them
what they NEED to knaw, not what they'd like to know, as He dways does.
THAT NO MAN/one decaves YOU- So some WILL be trying to fodl the Lord's
people. Cp Rom 16:18; Eph 414; 2 Th 23; Rev 129; 13:14; 20:3, 10. The most
important thing abou the Lord's return, is that we mustn't be taken in by panic and
fakery, and dstraded from doing what we know He wants us to da The disciples
ask abou dates and signs. The Lord replies beware of those who claim to know
them! It's not for usto knawv them, but to witness Acts 1:6-8.

MANY.. COME IN MY NAME SAYING/claiming | AM CHRIST.. DECEIVE

MANY - The allt leaders arising currently may be aprelude to this, but they are
not a fulfilment. Only among the Jews have people daiming to be Christ deceved
many. False Christs include Bar Kochbar, killed by the Romans at Masada AD
135 Anam ben David, who led thousands to Israd 8th century, Perhaps 300,000
Jews foll owed Sabbatai Zevi of Smyrna when he proclaimed himself Messah in
1648 - He becane Moslem to save his life. "Messah" Jaoob Frank with 15000
followers became "Christians® in 1759 The final and paverful Anti-Christ is yet
to come.

24:6-8 You will HEAR OF WARS AND RUMOURS OF WARS- Wars have

cursed the eath ever since Cain slew Abel, Gen 4:8. Warfare marked the beéast-
kingdams Dan 7. But the talk of peace masking treaderous war, will come to a
hea just before the Lord comes 1 Th 5:3. BE NOT TROUBLE D/alarmed- Don't
let yourself panic and be distraded from faith and oledient fellowship with the
Lord. Cp 2 Th 22. We shoud do what we can to encourage peace between
individuals and retions, 5:9; Jas 3:18, etc. But our main nead is to ke ou eyes
onthe Lord and kegp ou handsto Hiswork, Ps 27:1-4; Heb 121-7.

THESE THINGS MUST happen- God hes said so - they aren't asign d the world

being ou of His control. While He may alow terrible things to happen ou
seaurity isin Him, and we must trust Him. Wars etc are inevitable in an anti-God
rebel world. Panic isan ogionwe'reto refuse, Hab 3:16-19. Some yeas before the
end. Christ will come for His church, Jn 141-6; 1 Th 412-18; 1 Cor 15:51-57.
But as often throughou Church History, the restlessnessand lawlessiessobvious
to Paul, Rom 1:18-32, seans to be increasing, so it seans to us that the end is
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to the wnclusion that they automaticdly indicae that the Lord must come very
soon We must nat panic but continue to trust the Lord and do goodto al, Gal
6:10 confident that we and the world are safely in God's hands.

THESE ARE THE BEGINNING OF SORROWS/birth pangs- The deah o the
old order is also the birth of the new order, 1 Th 5:3. All these events are like the
first pains of childbirth, indications of what must happen as there's no peace or
seaurity in a rebel world. They're reminders that He must come dc, but may be
"false labour pains' coming and gang. The onset of birth pains IS aarming -
greder pain is ahea, but Joy in new Life, is also aheal, for thaose in fell owship
with the Lord. This figure is used o the disciples orrow and joy at our Lord's
deah, Jn 1621-22, and ou manifestation as God's Sons out of the groaning d
Credion, Rom 8:18-24.

24:9-10 YOU- Disciples and those in the Church o which youll be foundition
members. But more spedficdly the Jewish witnesses, over whom you will rule
when they enter their eathly Kingdan, 1928 Lk 222830. AFFLICTED/
perseauted- Apart from the general woes of life in a rebel world, hatred of God
results in perseaution d His faithful people. While there has been intermittent
perseaution d the church, here the nations combine to perseaute the Jewish
remnant witnesses.

KILL /put to death- When being ore of God's people - Christian or Jew - is regarded
as an anti-socia pasition, denourcing them becomes a virtue! HATED OF ALL
NATIONSFOR MY NAME'S SAKE/because of me- Becaise you acknowledge
and follow Me, and they hate being reminded of God and Hiswill . Cp Isa30:9-11.
Even GOOD humanists hate being told that doing what pleases them will bring
them under Gods judgment. MANY OFFENDED/will turn away from the
faith- Skanddizo- Be stumbled, give up keing my followers. will BETRAY ONE
ANOTHER- To the perseauting authorities. Under perseaution some will survive
by betraying ahers, as in World-war Il concentration camps. HATE ONE
ANOTHER/each other- Those who wrong dhers have to hate those they wrong,
in order to deaden their own consciences.

24:11-12 MANY FALSE PROPHETS ARISE/appear- Apat from externa
perseaution, church members disloyal to the Lord and His reveded will arise and
decave/divide His people, Acts 20:29-30, Angel of Light tadics, 2 Cor 11:1-15.

6



"This PROVES the Lord is abou to come." If we understand Scripture rightly a
grea false dhurch will arise before the end and turn people from the truth. Worst
of al isthelossof LOVE for God, for eat ather, and for mankind in general. In
our age it's being squeezel ou by the love of Mammon, 6:19-34.

BECAUSE INIQUITY/wickedness Anomia- Lawlesaess indifference to God and
His reveded will that doesn't even baher to know it. ABOUND/increase-
Perseaution d the Lord's people, their growing cold at heat, off ended-stumbled,
betraying - luke-warm orthodoxy, Rev 3:14-19, and onfire-enthusiastic error from
false prophets. And an al-prevaili ng wickednessconfusing al things, all people -
good leing cdled evil, and evil good Shameless people proudto be seen defying
God's Law, praised for it, making $Milli ons and winning "Oscars!”

THE LOVE OF MANY will grow COLD- Lovefor Godwill coal as obeying Godis
ridiculed, and it gets one into troulde with authorities. Love for people @madling, as
some helped betray those that help them, and triumphant wickedness everywhere
leaves men confused as to what to gve oneself to. Only God can maintain
unselfish Love in the faceof this lawless ripping-off, God-hating majority, 19:17.
Cp 2 Tim 3:1-5. It may repudate Gods Law as harsh, but lawlessess is
lovelessness- indifference to the suffering caused by those who claim the "Right"
to enjoy themselves in their own way - pornogaphy, promiscuity, commercial
exploitation, drugs etc. Always children and victims suffer where the motto is"As
longasthereisamarket for it | have theright to profit from marketing it!"

24:13 BUT HE THAT SHALL E NDURE/who stands firm- Hupameno- The word
Is used o the Lord Jesus enduing oppaition and the aoss and He cdls us to
look to Him, in persistent sonship, Heb 121-7. Here He cdls His people to stand
firm against false prophets, and the temptation to withdraw into lovelessess -
ceaing to preat the Gospel. TO THE END- To the end d the period o severe
perseaution, 24:22. BE SAVED- Asin 1022 (seenates there) this isn't referring
to their eternal, spiritual salvation. Saved, here means what it doesin 2422 - at the
Lord's coming, faithful survivors will enter the eathly Kingdan. No ore shoud
imagine gostasy is a safe/saving aternative. Cp 2446; Rev 2:10. Whatever the
crowd may do, God challenges eadh of His own to be faithful. Even in a
Laodicean church, individual believers can be overcomers, and share their Lord's
throne, Rev 3:19-22. Joshua and Caleb weren't the only Isradites redeemed from
Egypt who will be with the Lord in Glory, but their faithfulness carried them
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€lC. but IT 1SNT an exad Tit. Rather the Lord 1S bullding onwnat Hed arealy
taught them of the Gospel/Good rews that He is going to set up His Kingdam on
eath, 4:17, 23, 9:35. The twelve had been sent out to proclaim the Kingdan as
nea, 10:1-42, and much said there is repeded here and extended to the end o the
age. In spite of Acts 1:7, Peter was gill preading this offer of the Kingdam to
Israd in Acts 3:17-26. Acts records the @ntinuing regjedion d Christ by Israd,
and the opening d the doa of Salvation to the Gentiles. To Paul it was reveded
that the dhurch produced by this Gospel, Eph 21-22, would continue until the
Gentil e harvest is completed, and the Gospel of the Kingdam once more offered to
Israd, Rom 11:1-36. Cp Rev 7:1-14; 11:3-13; 12:1-11; 14:6-7. Those who recave
Him by Faith, by receving His messngers and sheltering them during the
Tribulation will enter with them into the Millennial Kingdam. His Kingdan is
based onthe @oning dceah of the Lamb. So the Good News of Matthew's Gospel,
that the sovereignty of God krings eternal blessng ou of temporary suffering, is
equally true of the Christian Gospel throughwhich we enter the promised land d
Heaven.

PREACHED IN ALL T HE/whole WORLD- The Gospel of the Kingdam, 4:23;
10:5-8; 15:24, with its mirade-working ministry will not then be limited to Jews
and the land d Israd but extended world-wide. It will be competing with the
mirades of the false prophets 24:24. God's people, amid perseaution and apostasy,
are to continue to proclaim Gods message faithfully. (As they do, as we have seen
in Communist China, and Paul saw in his day, the Church flourishes throughthe
Gospel of a aucified Christ proclaimed by a suffering man o church, 1 Cor 1:23
29.) Joy in the Gospel, and triumphant proclamation d it ill ustrates what God will
DO in the harshest of al condtions, the Gred Tribulation - Seethe two witnesses,
Rev 11

A WITNESStestimony to ALL NATIONS- All nations must be cnfronted with the
truth. In terms of 25:31-46 their resporse to the witnesses will determine their
eternal destiny. In Acts 1-15 we see the ealy church reluctant to accept that
Christ's purposes extended beyond Israd. They were dso bind to every warning
He gave &ou His crucifixion. It's not a matter of every one recaving a personal,
full witness - Paul, having dore much less than that, could claim he had fully
preadied the Gospel over a huge aeg Rom 15:19. THEN.. THE END COME-
Then God will bring the Christ-in-rejedion age to an end and open the Mill ennial
Kingdan age when He reigns in visible Glory. There's not a hint of "Do this and
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must flee But terrible asthiswill be, it'sonly a pre-view of the end d the age.)

24:15 WHEN you SEE THE ABOMINATION OF/that causes DESOLATION-
Desolating Saail ege, or the Horror that desolates, Jer 13:27 LXX. The demand to
set up altars to worship Caesar in every city provided abominations everywhere, as
did the standards caried by the Roman army, Lk 21:20. (For many yeas they had
not been paraded into Jerusalem.)

SPOKEN.. DANIEL- Dan 927, 11:31;, 12211 STAND/standing IN THE HOLY
PLACE- The Lord had confronted the Priests in the Temple, and warned that they
had defiled it spiritually. In a day to come something would stand in it to defile it
physicdly. **4 (Or a man would stand there - against the rules of grammar Mk
13:14 makes danding a masculine participle suggesting it's a MAN who is the
abomination, 2 Th 24, or the statue of aman, Rev 13:15.

LET HIM/the reader UNDERSTAND- Supeficia Christianity ignaes Gods
warnings and assumes God MUST give us what we want/proted us from
suffering. That folly leads to disaster, as =t out in Jer 7:1-15. Propheaes may
have partia fulfilments, **5 and so provide aloose fit only to any situation.
Careful, prayerful though will be needed in order to rightly apply the warnings,
and a sincere desire to dothe will of God, Dan 1210; Jn 7:17; Rev 1:3. Cp Rev
13:18; 17:9.

24:16-20 LET THEM/those IN JUDEA FLEE.. MOUNTAINS- Cp Lk 21:20-24. A
spedfic warning for AD 70, and Jews in Israd in the end times when apostate
Jews welcome Anti-Christ. Cp Lot, Gen 1915, Israd, Rev 1214. This has nothing
to dowith the world-wide Christian church, thoughit seans sme Christians fled
from Jerusalem to Pellain AD 70. ON HOUSETOP/roof- In ha dry weaher
people lived there under awnings, and from there an advancing army would be
first seen. NOT TAKE.. OUT OF HOUSE- Fleewithou his valuables, Descend
outside stairs, OR leg from roof to roof and avoid the dogged streds. IN
FIELD.. HIS cloak- They lived in villages and went out to work their fields.
Instant flight would save the lives of those who aherwise would be caight upin
disaster. WOE/How dreadful.. for pregnant women- They couldnt run fast. The
Lord always showed concern for the vulnerable and suffering.



24:13-14; Amos 7:1-9. or ON THE SABBATH- This is about Jews, who li mited
travel onthe Sabbath, Ex 16:29, and their City gates and shops might be shut, Neh
13:19.

24:21-22 FOR THEN.. GREAT TRIBULATION/distress. from BEGINNING..
until now- Dan 121. NOR EVER agan- Gods people, including His church,
have dways been liable to perseaution. But this will excee all others - it's world-
wide, and will end ory with the Lord's return. EXCEPT THOSE DAYS
SHORTENED/cut short- Absolute justice would have required the endless
punishment of the sin of Israd in rgeding their Messah, and the sin of the
Nations in rgjeding their Saviour, and perseauting the Jews. But God in Mercy
will strictly limit the duration d those terrible times - 3.5 yeas in Dan 9.27. Cp
Rev 6:1-19:21. NO FLE SH/one would BE SAVED- Not saved eternally - if all
God's people were slaughtered they'd be saved in that sense. Survive to enter the
Kingdan isthe meaning d SAVED, here andin 2413.

FOR THE eled- The Chaosen people of God. In this stting - Judeg 24:16, Sabbath,
24:20, they're the Jewish eled. **6 From the human pant of view these ae the
FAITHFUL survivors, 24:13. But they endue by Gods choasing, and orly
secondarily by their faithful resporse to it, Cp Ps 34:19; 1 Cor 10:13. THOSE
DAYS Of uniquely terrible perseastion d Gody Jews, SHALL /will BE
SHORTENED- When it seans it's abou to end in their extermination, it's cut
short by the Lord's personal return, asin Zech 141-15.

24:23-28 IF ANY says.. HERE |IS the CHRIST.. FALSE CHRISTS- Christians
havent been much interested in such people. It's Jws who look for their
Mesgah/Christ. Many Jews accepted the False Messahs, 245, and the ultimate
one will be THE Anti-Christ who makes a treay with the Jewish Nation for the
70th week, and kredks it half way throughto hring the grea tribulation onthe
Jewish Remnant.

FALSE PROPHETS Men who claim to bring a message from God nd foundin His
Word, 24:11; Deu 131-3. The fruit of their messages isn't obedienceto the Lord's
word, 7:15-27. Cp 1Jn 41-3. GREAT SIGNS- Apped to minds, WONDERS/
miracles- Apped to the amotions, Things that show gred power and amaze
people. Christ and His Apostles suppated their message with such things, Mk
13:22; Acts 2:19, 22, 43; 4:30; 5:12; 6:8; 14:3; 1512, Rom 15:19; 2 Cor 1212

Against them were men like Simon. Acts 8:9-10. As we understand it, when the
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gaericiad LErims It appies 10 U Uhistdls as we TaCelecguorl, £ LOr 1115, I
4:14; 2 Pet 2:1-3; Rev 2:2. In ursettled times sensational claims with regard to
Christ's Coming et aready heaing. But it applies diredly to the Jewish eled and
False Mesgahs, Isa 454, not the Christian eled of Rom 8:33; Col 3:12. The
warning will be espedally needed under the perseaution and decetful mirades of
the Gred Tribulation.

IF SAY..HE ISIN THE DESERT, do not go- Cp Lk 17:23-24. Some Jews though
Messah would reved Himself in the Wildernessas at Sinai. IN SECRET/inner
rooms, do not BELIEVE- Some Jews thougtt Messah might live in the land
hidden, and then suddenly show Himself. AS LIGHTNING.. from EAST..
WEST- A universally obvious event that happens suddenly, seen by everyone. All
doult and all fakes will end in a moment. Cp Ps 97:4; Zech 914; 14:4; Mal 4:2.
This applies diredly to the Lord's Coming in Glory and Judgment to set up His
Kingdan on eath. But His coming for the Church, 1 Th 415 will also be obvious.
We're nat told whether the world sees Him, or sees us go, but the disappeaance of
milli ons of Believers can't be in any sense aSECRET event. Many non-Christian
Jews are avare of thisteading, and the removal of so many Christians might well
move them to turn to the Lord.

SO will be THE COMING- Parousia- Being with, asin 2 Cor 10:10; Phil 2:12. It's
used of Christ beingwith uswhen we join Himinthe ar, 1 Th 4:15. Here He joins
them on eath to deliver Israd/judge the nations. OF THE SON OF MAN- When
he comes in Glory, as promised in the OT, they will find He had aready lived
among them as The Son d Man, Zech 1210. The Lord's return will be pubic,
universal, instantly visible to all. Wherever.. THE EAGLE S/ivultures- In eastern
courtries vultures dropping from the skies are asure sign that there's a cacassto
clean up

24.29-44 The Coming o the Son of Man - Signs

(Mk 13:24-37; Lk 17:26-36; 21:25-33. Against the background d the failure of the physical
lights/nationd |eaders this world relies on the Lord's return will be a bazing dory. Fig
treelsrael, cursed for having nofruit for God, 2118-22, showed nosign d nationd life
until 1948.This paints to His ©onComing, bu no ore knows when it will be, andnarmal
life will continue to the last moment.)

11



fails, the new presents itself irresistibly in the person d the Crucified Son o
God/Rgeded Mesdah returning in unversal power and dory to pu the rebel
eath to rights, Dan 7:13-14; ads 3:20-23. In 123940, the sign d Jonah is Jbnah.
Here the only sure sign d His Coming is the Son Himself in contrast to the false
claims. Heis also the sigr/standard to whom Hismen rally, asin Isa11:12; 49:22.
That and the trumpet are linked with the gathering d the Jewish exiles. **7

THE TRIBES/nations.. will MOURN- Weeping in regret for their fail ure to commit
themselves to Him, believe in His Gospel and/or gnashing their tedh in anger as
their boasted independenceis wiped ou in amoment, Rev 6:15-17. Loyal to God,
Mesgah-expeding Isradites will also be overwhelmed with grief for their sin, and
adoring wonder at His love, Zech 129-14; 131; Jn 1934-37; Rev 1.7. Saul's
conversion was like theirs, seenotes on 1 Cor 15.8. SEE THE SON OF MAN
COMING.. CLOUDS Dan 7:1314; Acts 1:9-11. WITH POWER AND
GREAT GLORY- Radiance splendou and majesty. 6:27; 26:64; Mk 13.26; Lk
21:27; Rev 14:14.

SEND HIS ANGELS.. TRUMPET- Cp Ex 19:16; Num 10:10; Josh 6.5; 1 Ki 1:34.
GATHER HIS ELECT- The surviving elea of 24:14, 22. FROM THE FOUR
WINDS- Not being caught up to Heaven ou of thisworld, as Christians will be, 1
Th 4:15. But loyal-to-God Jews gathered together from their world-wide scatering
asin Ps50:3-5; 1sa11:12; 27:13; Zeth 24-6. Cp Deu 2864; 30:4, etc. In terms of
25:31-46 they gather the whea into, and the tares out of the Kingdam, 13:40-42.

24:32-33 PARABLE OF/lesson from THE FIG TREE- When the fig leaves grout
you know it will soon ke SUMM ER- Harvest time, 13:30. WHEN SEE THESE
THINGS- In 243-32. The destruction o Jerusaem, deception and apostasy
among God's people, a restless warlike world, etc build up towards judgment.
KNOW IT ISNEAR- Cp Isa 13.:6; Ezek 30:3; Joel 1:15; 2:1; Zeph 17; Jas 5:9.
Jerusalem's destruction panted to the redity of Coming Judgment. The OT
prophedes of Israd being Hessed as a nation at the Lord's return convinced many
believers that Israd must again become astate, as it did in 1948 Confidence that
the Church would be cdled hame promptly, and Israd take up the witnessto God
ran high, and carried some into the forbidden folly of sayingthe Lord MUST come
within 10yeas, etc. The disappantment at the delay now produces the oppdasite
folly, the ideathat national Israd isirrelevant to God's plans.
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19.11-21.

in such a way that it speaks to the needs of different people over the yeas. It's
many-layered and vague enoughto leare them free to choaose how they will
behave & ead step. Only as they look badk will they seehow ead layer of truth
becane obvious when it was neaded. Eg Looking badk we can seewhy in Lk 4:18
21the Lord readinglsa 61:1-2 stopped in mid-sentence - His coming in Judgment-
vengeanceis gill future. So, in regard to their persisting urtil His comingin Glory
Genea- Generation must have the less obvious meaning - this kind o people -
National Israd, as Christ rgjedors. Cp 1116, 12:39-45. 16:4; 17:17. Only then
will God's OT promises of national blessng in an eathly Kingdan ruled over by
Messah o the sead of David be fulfilled. And Israd be agrea blessng to the
nations of the world, Rom 11:15-29. The Lord asaures us that this must happen by
saying HEAVEN EARTH.. PASS. MY WORDS nrever- The Lord's words are
more dependable than the routines of nature, and will outlast the universe - at least
in its present form, Ps 10226-27; Isa 51.6; 2 Pet 3:10-13; Rev 20:11, etc. They
include the guaranteethat Israd will never ceae to be anation kefore God, Jer
31:35-36.

No one knows.. NOT THE ANGELS, only the FATHER Nor the Son- [Nes| Mk
13:32.- Presumably as part of His role & Servant-Son, until He relinquishes it
triumphantly, 1 Cor 15:24; Acts 1:7. In atrouded world everyone wants to know
what's going to happen. God has given us in genera terms, 24:33-34, the
information we need to trust Him, and live rightly. To go eyond what God hes
made dea, and set dates, discredits God's Truth, and says Heislying. **8

24:37 ASin DAY S OF Noah- Rebel mankind prefers to remain ignarant of Judgment
so asto live asit pleases. The Saved are thase who listen and oley. We prepare for
the Coming, not by clever cdculations of the date, but by getting onwith the work
the Lord has given usto da content that we and the timing are in His hands.

EATING, DRINKING, MARRY ING- Foodand Marriage ae God's gift to mankind,
but to be an eternal blessng they must be enjoyed in fellowship with Him, 1 Tim
4.1-5. Otherwise men lapse into iddlatry and immorality, Ex 326. Warned o the
flood they ignared God, His warning message, and its sgn - the Ark being bult.
And continued to live ordinary, selfish lives. UNTIL.. Noah ENTERED THE
ARK - Believers dhoud know the reason for the delaying d judgment, and wse it
well. Mocking unlelievers will not, Heb 117; 2 Pet 3:4-7. The Lord has warned
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840, a Jew named Bodo cdculated from Daniel Messah must come in 867.The most thorough
and convincing I've seen, "proved’ He must comein 1997.

24:40-41 THEN.. TWO men IN FIELD- Doing farm work. TWO WOMEN-
working together GRINDING- grain ONE TAKEN OTHER LEFT. Lk 17:32-
34. Identicd occupations, different states of heat in relation to God, so dff erent
destinies. The saved and the lost share life in the same world, under the same
circumstances until His patience runs out, 2 Pet 3.9, and His coming separates
them forever. As the wicked in Noah's day were taken away from life on the eath,
in Judgment, so when the Son d man comes these wicked will be taken away, and
those left will, like Noah and hs family, be left to passessthe eath, and prosper
under the Mill ennial reign d Christ. (Some suggest taken to safety, receved, as Noah
taken into the Ark, and the others left for Judgment.) In 1 Th 417 ndhingis said abou
those left behind.

24:42-44 Kegp WATCH- Keg awake, be on guard, watchful. because you do not
KNOW.. YOUR LORD will COME- He had spoken of Himself as Son d Man,
but in relation to their service He is their Lord. Cp Mk 13:34-35. What must
happen ore day, and may happen any day, shoud help us to value eat day as it
comes.

BUT KNOW/understand- You can be sure. IF THE GOODMAN/owner.. HAD
KNOWN what time. THE THIEF WOULD COME/was coming.. HIS
HOUSE BROKEN UP/into- Digging throughthe sun-dried clay wall of houses
was easier and queter than bre&king dovn a wooden doa. Cp Ezek 8:7-8.
THEREFORE you- Plural, and emphasised. All God's people shoud encourage
an attitude of readinesswithin the fellowship. be READY FOR.. THE SON OF
MAN- His return will come a a surprise but youll be realy if you live in
readiness 2 Cor 5:9-10; 1 Th 51-11. **9 He may come & any moment but our
deah may come sooner so we must learn to be ready people.

24:45- 25.46 The Reality of Disciples Tested at the Coming

(The Lord has warned His followers that until He cmes, and sets up His visible Kingdam
they must live andwitnessin a hostile world. The speafic setting is the Believng Jewish
remnart waiting for the Lord's return in Glory and Judgment, bu the principle is equdly
appicable to Christians waiting for the Lord to call them home to dgory. His absence will
give those who claim to be His followers the dharce to prove themselves truly His by
choasing to live in readiness to med Him. Acknowledgment of doctrinal truth, and a
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stands the resporsibility that goes with it, 2 Tim 2:19; 2 Pet 1:2-11; 1 Jn 31-3. These parables
will help a man examine himself to seewhether he's in the faith, 2 Cor 13:5. Cp 7:21-27, 13.23
30; 18:21-35; 22:11-14.

24:42-51 Faithful & Unfaithful Servants

(Lk 19:12-27. Cp Lk 12:35-40. Readinessfor the Lord's return is a matter of using what He
has given usto serveour fellow servants as direded by the Lord.)

24:45-47 WHO IS FAITHFUL- Faith in God is shown by faithfulnessin carying
out resporsibiliti es towards others. Cp Jn 21:15-17. WISE- Phronimos- Sensible,
intelli gent, thougttful, redistic - one who daes what he can with what God has
givento him. Used also in 7:24; 10:16; 25:2, 4, 8, 9; Lk 1242; 16:8. SERVANT-
Doulos- A bondslave. A person who exists to serve his Master. Were chosen to
that role, and can rgjoicein it in spite of perseaution, 1 Pet 1:1-25.

HIS LORD/master.. HIS HOUSEHOLD- See Ga 6:10; Eph 219. TO GIVE
MEAT/food- The stored food d His Word, 13:52. IN DUE SEASON/at the
proper time- Ps 10427. To supdy ead member with what is needed to do hs
work for the good d the whale, Acts 20:28; 1 Pet 5:2. Cp Joseph, Gen 394-5; Ps
14515. The direa lesn is for leaders, but it applies to everyone's gewardship.
Watching for his coming Lord = caing for fellow-servants as His Lord
commanded. God's people ae to be both dcctrinally faithful, and enterprisingly
thoughtul in serving ead ather and the world.

BLESSED/goad- Asin 53, 4, etc. THAT SERVANT- Faithfulnessis urged, and
praised in 1 Cor 4:2; Col 1:7; 1 Tim 3:11; 2 Tim 2:2; Rev 2:10. It's possble
becaise God is Faithful, 1 Cor 1:9; 10:13; 1 Th 523-24; 2 Th 33: 2 Tim 2:13;
Heb 217, 10:23; 1 Pet 4:19; 1 Jn 1:9. Servants how their redity by doing the
work the Master set us, caring for His people - Bible study, prayer etc is incidental
to that.

MAKE HIM RULER/put him in charge- When the Lord returns the whole world is
under His control, so the faithful slave is rewarded by enlarged resporsibility, not
his freedom. Thisis also the Servant's choice & he loves his Master, Ex 21:4-6. In
one sense we will enjoy heavenly rest, Rev 14:13. In ancther sense the reward is
being promoted to wider and higher oppatunities to share in God's work, 19:28;
25:21-23; Lk 1244; 22:28-30.
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Lord must come dmost immediately, and so to rash claims and dsappantments,
24:23-28; Lk 21:8. Unbelief leares them confident the Lord ISN'T coming soon,
so they ignae Him.

TO SMITE/beat- To lose sight of the Lord's coming frees men to be selfish and cruel.
A slave who envied his master's freedom to feast greedily, and beda his daves,
might be eger to ad asif he were Master. So, he behaves like the godesscareless
in Noah's day. Cp 1828; Ecc 8:11; Lk 21:34. EAT AND DRINK WITH
drunkards- Using his privileged pasition for self-indugence He prefers godess
adivities and company to the Lord's work, and the companionship of true fell ow-
servants. The Lord ate with Sinners, 9:9-13; Lk 15, and lifted them up into
sonship. These, whatever creal they profess live and work as if the present
situation was al there is, and have no cdesire for the Lord's return, so use their
position to serve themselves. They may sean pious and popuar preaders but use
what God hes given them to become rich or famous. This marks them as a
hypocrite, just as violent attadks on aher servants, heresy, or scandalous =if-
indugencedoes.

24:50-51 THE LORD/master.. COME- Lk 1246. The two servants embody the
extreme options which open before dl who professto be working for the Lord.
We're to choose to be aslike thefirst aswe can be. The Lord's Coming will be the
sharpest shock, and test, but for most deah will i nstead come before meding the
Lord in Judgment. He will CUT HIM in pieces- Used as a figure of severe
purishment. "Tea strips off him,” as moderns say. The purnishment may seem
unddy harsh to us. But as in al parables the Lord Jesus used the common
brutaliti es of the then world as emphatic symbals of the serious consequences of
sin and sinful shortcomings. Warnings and omises both play their part in God's
Word.

WITH HYPOCRITES- Those who pretend to belongto God in order to get benefits
for themselves, Lk 1246. Note the bitter eanestness of our Loving Lord's
warnings. Life isn't ajoke. It challenges us to the glory of Christ-likeness or fall
into dsaster, 3:10; 7:19; Rom 8:29; 9:21-24; 10:5-11, etc. WEEPING AND
GNASHING OF TEETH.

M att hew 25
25:1-13 The Parable of the TEN Girls
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home till | ate in the evening. Then the bridegroom came to claim His bride and
take her to hisfather's house where the wedding ceremony and feasting took dace
The bridesmaids would escort the Bride lighting the way with lamps or torches -
oil soaked rags wrapped round a stick. That all ten intend to take part in the
wedding pocesson shows they all claimed to be waiting for Christ to come.

FIVE WISE. Sensible. 7:24; 10:16. This Wisdom isn't a matter of natural
intelligence, but of respondng to Gods message with faithful obedient
preparation, as against defiance or half-heated oledience A half-built Ark would
have been useless to Noah! FIVE FOOLISH- 7:26. These &ist in the same
OUTWARD fellowship - the waiting Church, 21:43, or the waiting Jewish
remnant during the Tribulation. The dedsion to be aChristian bu naot on God's
terms|Sfolly.

FOOLISH TOOK NO OIL.. THE WISE TOOK OIL- Asail isneeded to keep the
light burning it pictures smething essential for witness Some suggest it pictures
Faith, Heb 116, Love, 1 Cor 13:1-3, Goodworks, Jas 2:17, etc. The true people of
God cetainly have these @ their light of witness before men, 5:16; Eph 29-10.
Zedhariah wrote much abou the oming d Messah. In Zed 4:1-7 the oil that
kegos the lamp-witnessburning is the Spirit of God. Unseen the Holy Spirit fuels
the flame, Ex 35:14; 12; Acts 10:38. Confidencein some dedsion for Christ, in a
spiritual experience, or visible good works may make an empty professon seam
adequate. But true fruitful fellowship with God is posdgble only for those born of
the Spirit of God, Jn 3:3-8; Rom 5:5; 8:9. This makes obedient Faith pasgble, Phil
2:12-13, and produces goodworks, Gal 5:22-23; Eph 59.

25.5-13 THE BRIDEGROOM.. ALL SLEPT/asleg- None ae blamed, but the
fodlish had penty of time to get the oil they needed. AT MIDNIGHT- Jews
expeded Mesgah to come & midnight to deliver them, asin Ex 1229. BEHOL D/
HeresTHE BRIDEGROOM.. MEET HIM- Cp Acts2815; 1 Th 417.

ALL .. AROSE/woke up, TRIMM ED LAMPS- Cut the sooty top df the lamp wick
so it would bun brightly. Or if torches, trim off the darred surface ad soaking
themin al realy to be re-lit and caried in the processon. Withou oil they would
blaze briefly then orly smoulder. THE FOOLISH.. GIVE US OIL, OUR
LAMPS ARE GONE/going OUT- Go ou. Aswithou oil they would even if just
relit. Some say the foodlish had insufficient oil to ke their testimony while
waiting - they lacked persevering Faith, 10:22; 24:13. But their lights weren't
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BUY- One can't BUY the ail of the Spirit, but such figures are used in Isa 55:1; Rev
3:18 Cp 1344. THE BRIDEGROOM CAME/arrived.. READY WENT IN
WITH HIM- 8:11-12; 22:1-13. THE DOOR WAS $HUT- Cp Gen 7:16; Lk
13:25. They lit the way for the bride throughthe streds to the bridegroom's family
home. When all the guests were inside the doas were shut so the cdebrations
wouldn't be interrupted.

AFTERWARDS.. LORD, LORD/Sir! Sir! OPEN- A desperate pleading. Cp Gen
22,11, Lk 8:24. 1| KNOW YOU NOT/don't know you- Cp 7:21-27. Whatever
show of Christianity they make, thase withou the Spirit can't enter, Jn 3:3-8. The
Lord KNOWS His own, and they demonstrate it by their transformed lives, Jn
10:14; 2 Tim 2:19; 2 Pet 1:2-11; 1 Jn 3.1-3, etc In the period d Grace 2 Pet 3.9,
it's ask and recave, 7:7, and deah-bed repentanceis possble, 23:39-43. But when
the Lord comes in Judgment it's too late to ask. There's no credit from picking the
winner when the raceis over! WATCH.. you do not KNOW THE HOUR- Be
alert, and ched that you have made the needed preparations. Cp Ps 90:12. THE
SON OF MAN COMETH- [RT] Implicit here, but perhaps added from 24:44 to
make it explicit.

25:14-30 Faithful & Unfaithful Servants

(Cp 201-16; Mk 13:34-36; Lk 19:11-27. Readinessisn't a matter of holding onto truth, bu
of activdy using it. The Master's delay is deliberate, and atest for His srvants. What
God entrusts to men is very valuale - even 1talent is 60 times greater than the pound
receved In Lukes smilar story.)

25:14-15 FOR- Realinessnedls the inner redity, ail, but it also involves our making
good se of what the Lord entruststo us. THE KINGDOM.. A MAN CALLE D
HIS ERVANTS, DELIVERED/entrusted- We ame & children, 18:1-4, but
are treded as adults and gven gred gifts and resporsihiliti es in His srvice, Mk
13:34; Rom 12:1-13; Eph 47-8; 1 Pet 4.10. We're saved BY Grace FROM sin,
and INTO service Eph 28-10. Cp 4:19; Gen 121-3. The first Coming recauits and
equips ervants. The Second Coming evaluates and rewards their service

GAVE FIVE TALENTS of money.. TWO.. ONE- Very large sums of money. A
Talent was the largest monetary unit, abou 6,000 silver pennies, 20:2. The
abiliti es God gves and the poatential they could produce is of greda value in His

18



18, Eph 47, 16, 1 Pet 4.10. None ae incompletely equipped. They were like
vesEls of differing sizesfill ed to their cgpaaty.

25:16-18 RECEIVED FIVE.. TRADED/put money to work.. MADE/gained FIVE
TALENTS He acceted what he was given, and confident in His Master set out
to work for Him energeticdly. Good servants accept the truth of their situation,
and take up their role promptly and fully, 1 Cor 1558. He was out-going,
enterprisingasin 287, 19; Acts 9:20. Graceis Grace but it precales work that is
WORK. RECEIVED TWO.. GAINED TWO- Giftgahilities'oppatunities
incresse with the exercise of them, Col 4:17; 1 Tim 4:7, 14; 2 Tim 1.6. ONE
talent.. dug a hole IN EARTH/ground.. HID- He himself is the Master's
property, but he refuses to accept any resporsibility to do hs Master's will . He's
like aman who says he is a Christian, but refuses to dowhat the Lord says, 7:24-
27. Or isloyal to the doctrinal content of Scripture, as Pharisees were, but falls to
take it out into the world to trade with it, asin 2818-20; Acts 1:8, etc. It's snful
laznessto be pre-occupied with being hdy, separated people, keguing the detail s
of dutiful obedience IF DOING SO BURIES THE GOSFEL FROM THOSE
WHO NEED IT! 5:13-16; Mk 4:21.

251923 AFTER A LONG TIME THE LORD/master.. returned- Cp 2448; 25.5.
RECKONED/settled accounts- Chedked what they had dore with his money, as
in 1823. They knew His will for them in general terms, and were resporsible for
conforming their life aad work to that will. The Gospel of Grace involves
recaving dgfts, and gving acourt of how we use them. Cp Lk 1710.
RECEIVED FIVE.. LORD/Master.. GAINED FIVE MORE- He cane gladly
to show what he has dore with what the Lord had gven him. Cp 1 Th 219.
Gracédresporsibility, God's work/our work are inseparable, Lk 9:16; Phil 2:12-13.
Paul used such fadual statements withou pridein 1 Cor 15:10; Gal 2:20.

WELL DONE, GOOD- Only God is good 19:17, but in fellowship with Him His
servant can lean to be faithful to the goodress granted to hm. FAITHFUL- In
resporse to the cntent of his Faith, and in working it out. Believing/obeying
God's Word is a stewardship. | WILL MAKE RULER OVER/in charge of
MANY THINGS Now that the Master's phere has enlarged the servant is
welcomed to share that better situation. We dl nead gaals, and benefit from praise.
This man kept his eye on hs Master and worked for His approval, 2 Cor 5:5-10;
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seem at present to be "last”, using limited gfts to dothe small things of caring for
a dild, or an elderly parent, faithfully may be seen to have pleased the Lord more
than prominent leaders had, 19:30. Cp the grea vaue of unseen members of the
body, 1 Cor 1222, (Rewards are given Gods children at the Bema; the
condemnation d rebels and hypocrites is at the Grea white Throne, but that's
ignared in the parable.)

25:24-27 THE ONE TALENT.. SAID LORD/Master- His life denies what he says,
Lk 6:46-49. | KNEW- The tense suggests he had come to knaw the charader of
the Master, and wsed that knowledge to gude his adions. HARD- Asin Jn 6.60;
Acts 26:14. REAPING/harvesting WHERE.. NOT scattered seed- He daims
his Master is a ruthless man with urreasonable expedations of his srvants. He
expeds them to rego a harvest where no seed has been sown. Instead of serving hs
Master the servant blames Him for his own wicked lazness He took His Lord's
commands, weighed them up and dedded insolently that God wasn't the sort of
God that suited him/was worth working for. Self-centred Christians who are doing
littl e or nothing for God dame the Gospel, Scripture, their church etc for their not
doing Hiswill .

| WAS AFRAID- Of what you would doto me if | lost your money in trying to
increasse it so | HID your TALENT- And dodgd all stressand effort! True fea
of the Lord is the basis of wise dfort, Ps 111:10; Prov 9:10. But this man's fea
was crippling untelief, a refusal to accept the wisdom, justice, and love of God's
purposes, 5:13-16. To be draid of trying to please God is an insult to God. God
always gives us all we need to know and doHiswill, if only we're willi ng, and ask
His help. Pharisees were determined to save Israd and its heritage from
contamination, by cutting themselves off from contad with sinners. Christians
were to risk al in order to win some, and could do so becaise indwelt by the
Spirit. THINE OWN/what belongs to you- Here's your money badk. | disown it
and You. A theology that centres in self - what we think - will end in the darkness
of disobedience **11 WICKED lazy SERVANT- Under Grace John Mark
failures can become profitable, Acts 15:38; 2 Tim 4:11; Phile 11. But this man
despised Grace and dd his own thing. Whether he filled his days with educaing
himself, benevolent adivities, self-righteous performance of religious duties or in
self-indugence makes littl e difference. As far as doing God's will was concerned
he was lazy. And he was WICKED in his view of the Lord and wsing that as an

20



Is given them to doby others have ay right to exped the Lord to set them up in
businessin dred dependenceonHim, Lk 16:11-12. **12

Footnote **11 Godless critics often suggest that God as pictured in the Bible is hard, demanding
belief when the evidence He has provided is not adequate. And that this justifies any rebelli ous
unbelief, or at least our fail ure to oley.

Footnote **12 The OT word for charging interest onloans to poa farming neighbous meant "bite" -
the rich getting their teeth into the property of the poa with a view to swallowing it. In the NT
the word means "offspring" - what the money lent produces to mutual gain from commercial
investment.

25:28-30 TAKE.. GIVE IT- It was no wse to the do-nathing servant. As with the
contrasting howse builders, 7:24-27, it's what men dowith what God gves them
that matters. FOR UNTO EVERY ONE THAT has <all be given..
ABUNDANCE- Cp 1312 Prov 99; Lk 1926. Given-accet-use-grow-given
more, is the principle of Life and Growth that God has built into His universe. If
you want something dore give it to a busy person and kell fit it into his program.
The lazy person will never find time to doit! is a similar though. Even what he
has taken from him- The seaming contradiction makes goodsense. He had been
GIVEN onetalent, but never madeit hisown by usingit. Cp Lk 8:18. The fruitless
tree is cut down and wed as firewood 3:10; 7:19. Those intent on self-
preservation lose dl they hoard, 16:25.

25:30 CAST/throw THE UNPROFITABLE /worthless He refused to take his place
in the work of God, and so banished himself from light andlife into DARKNESS
Even if men say they value the Gospel - unlessthey use it for themselves and
others they are doaming themselves as surely as are thase who openly defy God.
Cp 812 1342 50, 2213, 2451, Lk 1247, 1328, Col 1:12-13. He was
WORTHLESSto his Lord, and to himself, His unbelief, his twisting o the Lord's
charader and commands in his thinking destroyed him, 2 Pet 3:16. WEEPING
AND GNASHING OF TEET H- Regret and resentment.

25.31-46 The Judgment when the Lord Returns

(Invisible readiness 1-13. A right view of the Master, and se of what He has provided, 14
30. And naw people show their attitude to the absent Lord by the way they treat others,
22:36-40; 1 Jn 310-17. Their actions dedare what they really are and lelieve Heb
11:13; Jas 2:12-18. They reap what they sow, 3:9-10; 7:1-2; 16:27; Mk 8:38; Gal 6:7-
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or the Lnurcn age. 1 nar acc@tlance ol tner iviessan d RiIs return wiil oring a
greder blessng to the world, Rom 11:11-15. Those who helped perseauted Israd
are the "shegy" who are welcomed into the eathly Kingdan. Cp Gen 121-3. No
resurredionisinvolved. Thisis NOT the only, and final Judgment.** 13

Footnote **13 Before this the Lord has cdled living and resurreded Christians to Him in Heaven,
and at His Judgment Sea we have recaved what we have eained by our treament of others, Rom
14:10; 1 Cor 3:11-15; 2 Cor 5:9-10; 1 Th 415-17. But hell isn't an ogion, Jn 336; 5:24; 10:11-
16; Rom 8:1-39; 11:29; 1 Jn 314. 1000yeas after this the Grea White Throne Judgment deds
with all rebels, including resurreded ores, onthe basis of the record bools. It damns al whaose
names aren't in the book d life, Rev 20.In ead case God's judgment is pulicly demonstrated as
righteous in the eyes of al by what had been visible in their lives.

25:31-34 WHEN.. IN HIS GLORY- Asin 1627-28; 19:28; 24:30-31; 26:64; Dan
7:13-14; Joel 3:1-13; Zedh 141-4; Mk 8:38. THE ANGEL S- Who had gathered
His perseauted Jewish eled, 24:30-31, so they're standing with Him as His
brothers, 1sa 66:18-22. HE will SIT UPON His THRONE OF/in GLORY- As
Mesgah the King, ready to welcome His subjedsinto His visible Kingdan, and to
condemn thase who have been their enemies.

BEFORE HIM.. GATHERED ALL NATIONS- All the Gentile people - but not
necessarily physicdly in ore place The means used and form of the gatheringisn't
spelled ou. Cp Isa 66:18; Joel 3:2; Zeph 38; Zecth 142. The purpaose, and that
ALL must facethe Lord isthe paint.

SEPARATE.. ASA SHEPHERD.. SHEEP FROM GOATS- Sheeg and gats were
grazeal together, but separated at night as goats must be kept warm, and shee
prefer the open air. Judgment involves sparation, 7:19-27; 8:10-12; 10:32-33,
13:30, 40; 24:40-41, 46-51. We tend to rea this as judgng individuals for their
treament of the witnessng remnant of Israd. But, as in sheltering Jews from the
Naz's me nations made greder efforts than ahers, so may have been
charaderised by one adion a the other. Heisthe Son d David ading as Shepherd
King, Jer 30:9; Zedh 137 and passng Judgment asin 2211-14. It'sthe livingwho
are welcomed into His eathly Kingdam to continue their eathly livesasin Isa 61,
etc. Livingin the blessednessof His Kingdam, doesn't ensure Salvation, Rev 20:1-
15. **14

SHEEP ON RIGHT- The placeof greaest honou, 26:64; Acts 2:33, etc. Sheg were
more valuable, and God cdls His people shee, not goats, Ezek 34:17. GOATS
ON LEFT. THE KING- For the Son d Man as King, see 1341, 19:28. In
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aone, 1:21; 7:21-27; 11:16-30; 13:1-30, 3643; 20:28; 26:28, etc. We're nat freeto interpret Mt
25:31-46 independently of these and aher Scriptures. All Gods Judgments are made in
righteousness and mercy. Salvation is impossble to man, 1926. Christ the infinitely rich,
infinitely haly, in Gracefor us becane poar, and kecane sin for our sake, 2 Cor 5:20-21; Rom
2:12. So He is the Saviour-friend d the poar, and d sinners. How that applies to those who
haven't head His Gospel is only hinted at, asin Rom 2:12-16, 2527.

Footnote **14 Works that fully glorify God are fell owship with Him in this life that is $ared with
Him eternally. They are posshble only for those in whase heats the love of God is $ed by His
Spirit, Rom 5:1-5; 8:1-17, Eph 28-10; Titus 2:11-14; 3:8. These sheg aren't al blessed with
eterna life. Caring for the Lord's people opens a doar for the Gospel, bu a further step is needed,
Heb 1032-39. So thase welcomed into the eathly Kingdom must still choose to be spiritually
saved, though al must adknowledge God, Zech 1416-21.

THE KINGDOM PREPARED FOR YOU FROM/since THE FOUNDATION/
creation OF THE WORLD- In spite of man's rebellion God ddn't abandonHis
purpose that man shoud live on a righteously-run eath, growing into fell owship
and likeness to Himself. Jesus is the man who will exercise dominion in God's
name, Gen 126-27. In a measure the sheg had ouwardly expressed inner
likenessof spirit by their sharing His attitude towards His people. The Lord's rule
will centre in Jerusalem, and fulfil God's promises, Gen 121-4; Isa 2:1-4, etc. An
inheritance isn't eaned, Deu 7:7-10. Entry to the Kingdam isn't solely dependent
on the adions of those dedared righteous. God's Sovereign pupaose, preparation,
and Grace aeinvolved - it'srecaved as a gift.

25:35-36 FOR- What He is how dedaring is the fruit of a processat work in them
before He returned. | WAS hungry.. you GAVE ME.. THIRSTY.. A
STRANGER.. invited ME IN- These were things the righteous ioud dg Gen
18:1-8; Job 227; 31:32; 1sa58:6-12; Ezek 18.7; Heb 132. Their treament of Him
when He was King-in-rejedion determines their relationship with Him as reigning
King, 19:28-29; Rom 8:17. What they did showed what they were in themselves -
you can't get goodfruit from abad treg 7:16-21, etc. Faith works by Love so to be
judged by oneisto bejudged by the other. What the Lord taught was preparing for
bath the Church and the Post-church Jewish witnessand Kingdam.

NAKED.. CLOTHED.. SICK.. IN PRISON- Prisoners were fed and cared for by
relatives or friends who VISITED/looked after them. Cp Ps 69:33; Heb 1034,
13:3. These ae simple adions of love open to any one with aloving heat - the
sick andimprisoned are visited/cared for, not miraaulously heded o set free
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apparently standing with Him. The sheeg are Gentiles who helped those Jewish
witnesses, Rev 1214-16. Their surprise matches that of the Jews they helped, who
will be shocked to find that the delivering Messah was ksus, Zedh 1210-13:1.

HAVE DONE/you did.. UNTO/for ME- The only way we can serve God is by
serving ou fellow men. The Christ-likenessto which we're cdled is that of doing
goodto all men as He did, Acts 10:38, espeaally to the household of faith/family
of Believers, Gal 6:10. Professed love for God is norsense unlesswe ad lovingly
towards people, 1 Jn 4:20-21. Such Christ-like loving adions are dso a bridge for
men to find the Saviour. The dispensational view of these verses that link this with
19:28; I1sa 66.6-24; Acts 1.7; 3:20-21, etc makes snse to me but it doesn't let me
off the hook - how | trea others will be my reward at the Bema, 2 Cor 5:10.
Beyond ou obligation to Brothers in Christ, the meding d anyone's nedls is a
God-honouing, Christ-fellowshipping adivity, Gal 6:10. Cp Prov 1917, 21:13,
28:27; 31:20.

25:41-45 DEPART FROM ME.. CURSED- Becaise they aded in ways God
condemned, Ps 37:21-22. INTO EVERLASTING/eternal FIRE, PREPARED
FOR THE DEVIL AND HIS ANGELS Angeloss Messngers, helpers. Cp
dismissls in 7:23; 23:33-38; Ps 6:8. Hell isn't God's intention for man, but a
destiny chasen by Adam in choaosing to trust/obey Satan rather than God, Gen 3.
There's Fire in this Gospel's first sermon, 3:10-12, and its last sermon closes with
it. If fire is a metaphar it represents smething worse. It's the merciful One who
caried onHimself the sin of the world and its punishment who says these words.
Cp the loving words which close His harsh condemnations in 231-39. This
world's History ends in Heaven o Hell, Jn 316; 5:28-29. We dhocse between a
love for the world that accepts the Bible Truth of Hell, proclaims the Gospel and
seesit transform many lives. Or alove for the world that denies it while the church
dlides into aworldlinessthat lets the world destroy itself. Cp Lk 16:19-31.

FOR..LORD, WHEN? INASMUCH- Christ and His people ae ONE, Acts 9:4; Heb
2:10-18. A deliberate amnscious ourning d Christ may be rare, but men dften
rged His people. And regled/ill tred those & their mercy in defiance of God's
purpose of Christ-likeness for mankind. God the Holy Spirit has resisted their
every-man-for-himself fell owship with the devil, even if they refused to believein
God a devil. Universal judgment |S Righteous, as the Judge knows everything,
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says, see2 Th 19; Jude 7, 13, Rev 14:9-11.

THE RIGHTEOUS INTO/to LIFE ETERNAL **15 life- Those eitering that
Kingdam, like those today heaing the Gospel, have opened to them the possbility
of beacoming eternally righteous. Righteous-living Corneli us was given the Gospel
and so he was enabled to claim eterna life through Faith in Christ crucified. It
may be that in any land and age those that respondto what they know of God, are
blessed with further light, leading to their Salvation. Whether that is 0, or not, our
resporsibility isclea, 28:18-20.

Footnote **15 Eternal Deah/Life ae presumably of identicd duration. The words can mean lesser
durations, bu are used of the dernal being of Godin 1 Tim 1:17.Cp Jn 1916, 29 Dan 122-3.

Chapters 26 - 28.

INTRODUCTION

As the evats in these dhapers are cwvered rather fully in al four Gospels there are detail s
which aren't easlly fitted together. The folly of the aitics is their refusal to admit the
inspiration and uiity of Scripture. Those who ds®d a living bod/ can't findlifein its bits
and bores, andyet life exsts. Bible Critics insist on dssding the arcase of it into
meaninglessfragments and then complain theyfind littl e rationd function a life in those
pieces. They show great learning andingenuity in filli ng commentaries with cleve, bu
empty anadysis and speaulation. The fragments are indeed meaningless unless theyre
allowed to functionin relationto Sripture asawhae, 2 Pet 1:20. Only when we mme to
the Scriptures with a submissve, child-like spirit, looking to the Living God to make His
Word come aliveand ke life-giving to us, are we beingrealistic. A family pet who chewed
up ou letters could complain that what had keen written to us made no sense/gave no
message to hm. And that pupis much closer to ou levé of intelligence, pover andvirtue
thanmanisto Godsleve - we @n't create a dog, andsod created us!

He hadfinished His pulic teaching d God andHiswill, Jn 1:18; 4:34; 5:36; 17:4, andmen
show their resporse to it. He must now take up the unique work in relationto ou Sn, and
God's hdiness for which He had come, 1:21, andfinish it, Jn 1930. The chapers in
between prepare His disciples for what will happen, and &so demonstrate the wilful,
sinfulness of the nation under its rulers, that reeded Him. Matthew's record makes it
clear that eveything that happened was foreknown by Jesus, 26:1-2, and &cording to
Godswill, 2642, 5253. In God's will the Crossmade forgivenessof sins passhle, 1:21;
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26:1-5 The Priests Plot to Kill Jesus

(Mk 14:1-2; Lk 22:1-2; Jn 11:45-53. Theyhead uplsrad's reedion d Jesus andHis claim to
be the Messah - andHe -operates.)

26:1-2 WHEN JESUS HAD FINISHED- The usual end d adiscourse, plusALL, as
this was the last discourse. HE SAID.. AFTER TWO DAYS IS THE FEAST
OF PASSOVER- They didn't need to be told when the Pasover would be. It was
the fulfilment of it the Lord drew their attention to. THE SON OF MAN IS
BETRAY ED/will be handed over- Asforetold in Zech 11:12-13. The Lord Jesus
moved aheal consciously doing the Father's will i n submitting to the wicked plans
of men, Acts2:23. Cp 1722; Jn 6:70-71.

TO BE CRUCIFIED- The Passover proclaimed/pictured/pioneaed the idea of
Redemption-deliverance by blood shed and applied. This yea the teading pcture
of the Pasover would be replacel by the redity of Redemption - the pivotal key
point in God's purposes for man. Jesus eks as the Passover Lamb, abou to take
away the sin o theworld, 26:28; Ex 12, Jn 1:29, 36; 19:31-37; 1 Cor 5:7. The Son
of Man will recave dominion etc and all will serve Him, Dan 7:14, but before then
He will serve them, and make it possble for them to serve Him in joyful
fellowship. The Lord had already warned them of His deah, 16:21; 17:12, 22-23;
20:17-19; Lk 9:31; Jn 314; 8:28; 12:32, but they were reluctant to take it in, Lk
18:31-34.

26:3-5 THEN- As the Lord foreknew, and permitted. ASSEMBLED THE CHIEF
PRIESTS.. SCRIBES.. ELDERS- The Pharisees were His constant enemies. In
Jerusalem they formed part of the Sanhedrin, Acts 23:6-9, under the presidency of
the High Priest. It was the officia religious and pditicd |leaders of Israd who
organised the killing d ther Messah. They had arealy plotted, but been
restrained, Jn 7:32-45; 11:47-53. God moves no ore to sin, Jas 1:13, but in His
sovereignty He over-rules circumstances and attitudes < they are freed to dosuch
sins when the outcome can be paositive, Ps 76:10. Mk 14:1; Jn 1814;

HIGH PRIEST.. CAIAPHAS- Lk 3:2; Jn 1149. The Romans deposed Annas, Acts
4.6, in AD 15, and appanted his on+in-law Caiaphas, Jn 1813-14, in AD 18. But
until his deah in AD 36 many Jews considered Annas High Priest, and he had
some authority. In 1990the name Caiaphas was foundwritten in the burial cave of
awedthy Jewish family nea Jerusalem.
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26.6-16 Jesus Anointed at Bethany & Betrayed by Judas

(Mk 14:43-9. Jn 121-8 paces it earlier. Matthew may have placed it here to show the
contrast. The woman poued afortune onthe Lord. Judas called it a waste, andsold Him
for a much lower sum of money. Her action pants to Jesus as Messah, the ANOINTED.
It shows that amidst the hatred of the world, andthe migudgment of fell ow believes, love
can ke poured ou in worship for our Saviour andLord.)

26.6-7 JESUS WAS IN BETHANY - On the Mt of Olives east of Jerusalem, 21:17.
SIMON THE LEPER- Simon had been a Leper but was now a home
entertaining guests. If Jesus had cured him of leprosy that would fit the scene.
Martha, Mary and Lazaus (recently raised) had organised the feast in His honou,
using the house of Simon, **16 presumably because it was more suitable, Lk
10:38-42; Jn 11:1-2, 12:.1;2. In the Priest's palacereligious leaders plan a murder.
In an ex-leper's house awoman honous the Lord and proclaims her love for Him.

A WOMAN- Mary, but by not naming her Matthew helps usto say "l can be like that
woman." HAVING/with AN ALABASTER- A soft crean-coloured stone from
Egypt. Thousands of such small perfume flasks have been excavated. VERY
PRECIOUS OINTMENT /expensive perfume- Muron Scented al of myrrh, or
other perfumes. Mark and John say it was fikenard imported from India, much
used in buial. POURED IT ON HIS HEAD- Her adion expresss her heat's
love and says He is worthy of the best. In the OT holy perfumed all was used to
anoint the dtar etc in the Tabernade, Ex 297, 21, and the heads of Priests, and
Kings, Lev 8:10-12. Jesus is THE ANOINTED, (OT Mashach- Mesgah. NT
Christos- Christ) but His Anointing is invisible, and spiritual. Her adion suggests
that she believed He was the Messah. The whole body was anointed for burial,
and that she anointed His fed is mentioned in Jn 123. Her adion ddn't make
eqonamic sense, but it showed a God-approved redklessgenerosity, 2 Cor 9:7.

26:8-9 DISCIPLES.. indignant- Judas garted this outcry, for his own reasons, Jn
12:4-5. Their quicknessto judge the Woman's adion warns US of our quicknessto
judge people and their adions. SAYING.. WASTE- Apdeia. In Phil 3:19 the
word is translated destruction. Worldly Christians complain abou WASTING
money, time, and effort in worshipping/obeying the Lord. In fad all that is done
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26:10-13 JESUS AID.. WHY TROUBLE/are you bothering this WOMAN?-
Criticising her, making a fuss Stop dang it. SHE has done A GOOD
WORK/beautiful thing to ME- Kalos- Good, fine, nolde. The Lord was against
waste - after feeding the 500Q the left-overs were gathered up But ads of Love
and Worship are not waste, 10:42; Col 3:22-24.

Footnote **16 In an ealier incident the Lord teades the doctrine of Forgiveness The Simonin that
story was a PhariseeLk 7:36-50. Simonwas a common reme and expensive perfume was usually
kept in alabaster containers.

THE POOR you will ALWAY S have- Deu 151-11. you will NOT ALWAY S have
me- There will aways be poa people, and we must do what we can to help them,
Mk 14:7; Rom 12:13; 2 Cor 8:1-7; Gal 2:10; 6:10; Jas 2:14-17; 1 Jn 316-18, etc.
But anyone can dothat at any time. Things dore for the Lord in loving oledience
and worship have aspedal value, and ony His people can dothem. We must take
the dhance when it comes. Believers snoud gve to famine relief etc, but meding
the needs of fellow believers comes first, Gal 6:10; 1 Tim 5:8. Meding the needs
of Spiritual poverty - providing Bibles, Bible teaders etc is also a priority.

FOR MY BURIAL **17 Jn 121 saysit was 4 days before His gatement in 262, but
she may have known and kelieved Hiswords in 2018-19. And the love of a heat
in fellowship with God can move His people to ad more wisely than they
understand, 1 Pet 1:11. There was no aswrance that the bodes of the aucified
would be dlowed namal burial, so, while He was with them she poued it on
Him. The Lord's deah is central to God's purposes and ou adions have value in
relationto it.

THE WHOLE WORLD- The misson to Israd, 10:1-6, is replacel by the world-
wide misson, 2818-20; Mk 16:15; Acts 1:8, in keging with Jn 316. TOLD
FOR A MEMORIAL/in memory OF HER- She has the privilege of being used
as a text-book example of the way the Lord values anything which is dore out of
love for Him. Cp 1042 Her adion symbolised worship, and the Father seeks
such, Jn 4:23. Sadly many easily forget the blessngs they receve throughHim, Lk
17:17-18: 2 Pet 1:9.
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Lord at the price of a ddave, Ex 21:32. HE SOUGHT /watched- for a suitable
OPPORTUNITY.

Footnote **17 Providing for someone's burial was rated by Jews as being a more almirable Good
Work than giving to the poar.

26:17-29 Preparation, Pasver & theLord's Supper

(Mk 14:12-26; Lk 22:7-23; Jn 131-30; 1 Cor 11:23-26. Gracein the triumph d Redemption
IS €@ aganst a background ¢ Sn. The sovereign Lord gaes on His way to fulfil
Scripture prophedes and pomises. In eating the Pasover an Israelite identified himself
with the Redemption from Egypt and was reminded o his position andresporsihiliti es.
Shaing a the Lord's table reminds us of ours. That each Gospel has its own emphasis
enriches our understandng d the whae. It also means that as we dorit know the exact
routine of the Last Sup@r we've no exaise for insisting on arigidly corred form. It's
called the Breaking d Bread, Acts 2:42, 20:7, andthe Lord's Supger, 1 Cor 11:23-26.
Calvin wanted it to be held at least once a week Inst. 1V.xvii.43. The idea that frequent
communion made it comnonpace is likdy to be resistance aganst being so frequently
reminded of the basis of our Lifein Christ andthe nead of continud repentance) **18

26:17-19 On THE FIRST DAY OF THE FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD-
There were two strands in this feast. On the 14th Nisan Jews removed all
Leaven/yeast from their houses and the Feast of Unleavened Bread began.
Between 3 pm and sunset that day the Passover Lamb was kill ed. At sunset, 15th
Nisan began, and the Passover Lamb was cooked and eaen that night. Only bread
made withou yeast was used till the end d the Feast, 22nd Nisan, Ex 125-20;
Lev 235-6.

DISCIPLES Peter & John Lk 228. WHERE.. PREPARE/make preparations
FOR.. PASSOVER- Asin Ex 12 etc. The Lord sets the scene and is central at
His Supper, asHemust bein all wedo. GO.. A CERTAIN MAN- Thismay mean
the Lord named the man, or that He had already arranged with someone. Cp Lk
22:10. Jerusalem was crowded and largely hostile, but Jesus had a friend who
would provide for Him and them. At the human level, to name the man in the
presence of Judas would risk Judas arranging for the band d men to interrupt their
Last Supper together.
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READY /prepared THE PASSOVER- A Lamb nealed to be obtained, Kill ed,
prepared and cooked, aso urieavened lread, bitter herbs, water for washing, a
table, and couchesto lieon.

Footnote **18 Jn 131; 18:28; 19:14, makes it clea that the Pasover Med/Last Supper was held the
day before the Chief Priests cdebrated theirs, so that He died at the time when Passover Lambs
were being slaughtered. Cp 1 Cor 5:7. It's possble the Pharisees and Sadducees kept Passover on
different days - the Qmram folk did. In Hezekiah's time aGod-approved Pasover was cd ebrated
amonth late, 2 Chr 30:15. There ae many things we dorit know abou Jewish customs. The Law
seams to have required the Passover lamb to be eaen within a room under a roof. The huge
crowds may have made it impossble for ALL to dothis on the same day. The exad meaning of
the NT Scriptures is aso urclea - the day before the weekly Sabbath was Friday, bu The
Passover was also a Sabbath, and could be on any day of the week. Jesus could na be fulfilli ng
the TYPE by dying as the Passover Lamb at the corred time, and at the same time eding the
Passover with His disciples.

26:20-25 WHEN evening came- Time for the Pasover med. HE SAT/Jesus was
reclining a table- For the main med ead day they lay on couches with their
heals close for conversation, and their bodes relaxed, stretching away from the
central table. Lk 2214-15 talks of the Passover, the fulfilment and end d the old
Era, Ex 19-20. Matthew omits this and shows the Lord opening the doa to the
future.

VERILY | SAY/tel YOU the truth- A solemn statement. ONE OF YOU will
BETRAY ME- Judasisn't allowed to drift into betrayal. He must make adeasion
knowing heis known to the Lord. By not naming im it reminds us al of the need
for self-examination kefore the Lord's Supper that Paul makes gedfic in 1 Cor
11:27-32. A relaxed welcome to al is a kindnessto noc-one. The Lord chose to
spail the cheeful friendlinessof this feast, for the sake of truth, and the good d
al.CpJn 6:70.

THEY WERE EXCEEDING SORROWFUL /very sad- Very upset, as in 149;
17:6, 23; 18:31. Sadnessisn't aways evil. In spite of our modern olsesson with
happiness there's more spiritual joy in repentance than in smiles enforced by an
up-bea Pastor. EVERY ONE.. LORD IS IT/surely not 1?- Each deds with the
Lord for himself, aswe dl must. They show no self-confidence that imagines they
can't be wrong, and Hdames others. They wanted to knov and ke put right if
needed, as we dl shoud. Judas was the last to ask. HE ANSWERED/Jesus
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worth. So dces refusing the Salvation He provides in His deah, Heb 1028-31.
The Sovereignty of God robs no man of his responsibility, freedom of adion, and
rightful reward for it, Acts 2:23; 3:13-19; 13:27-29.

THEN JUDAS.. BETRAY ED- Was betraying Him. MASTER/Rabbi, 1S I T/surely
not |- Judas cdled Jesus Rabhi- Master - not Lord as the others had when asking
the same question. THOU HAST SAID/Yesit isyou- You have said so, and what
you say is true. They used the expresson much as we say "That's right. Youve
said it!" Judas ansto have gore out after that, but the Lord's quiet words left the
others uncertain who the betrayer was, and nd feding freeto be self-righteous, Jn
13:26-30.

Footnote **19 Note the Pharisees’ anger with the Lord eaing with sinners, although it was contad for
their salvation, nd descent to their level, 9:11; 11:19; Lk 152; 19.7.

26.26 AS'While THEY WERE EATING JESUS TOOK BREAD- A loaf of brea,
**20 1 Cor 10:17. BLESSED I[T/gave thanks- Eulogeo- To Bless Jews didn't
blessthe bread, they blessed God for giving it, saying "Blessd art Thou O Lord
our God, King d the Universe, who lrings forth bread from the eath." Eulogeo is
used aso in 1419, 21.9; 2339 2534, Mk 87, Lk 916; 24:30, etc.
BRAKE/broke IT- The Jewish head o the househald commenced the med by
doing this and passng the bread ou to the others as Jsus did when feeding the
multitude, 14:19.

GAVE IT TO THE/HisDISCIPLES.. SAlD/saying- (The Passover was abou to be
fulfilled onCalvary. The Lord instituted a new memorial that would look badk to
the provision d the new, full, and final, spiritual deliverance) TAKE and EAT,
THIS IS Estin MY BODY- Not literally - Cp | am the DOOR, Jn 107, that
ROCK was Christ, 1 Cor 10:4. this Hagar is Mount Sinai, Gal 4:25. The Lord
Jesus in His body was with them - it was given later on the Cross What the Lord
said and dd was part of asimple, but speaal med which expressed in symbal the
redity of His once-and-for-all saaifice Heb 1010-14. =21

When we acome to the Lord's table it isn't just us obeying the Lord, and dang
something that reminds us of Him, or teates us abou Him. Worship isn't
something WE do for God. What HE is and has dore is our concern, and He being
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would have fermented long lefore Pasover. Apparently the Pasover cup which
was known as the aup d blessng, Lk 2220; 1 Cor 10:16. The body neals food
and dink, so the Lord used them to picture His full provision for our life. Cp Gen
14:18. GAVE THANKS- Eucharisteo- used o the Lord's Supper in Mk 14:23; Lk
22:19; 1 Cor 11:24, and aherwise in 1536; (thanks for the bread) Mk 17:16; Jn
6:11; 11:41; Rom 14:6, etc. SAYING DRINK.. ALL OF IT/you- Each drink
some of the wine. In the Gospel we take and recave by Faith what Christ offers
and gves.

Footnote **20 They used urearened bread at this feast. Some prefer to use unleavened bread today,
asit represents the Lord was snless and leaven/yeast isatype of sin - seenateson 1333.But it's

wrong for concern abou the FORM of bread to distrad our thoughts from Christ Himself our
Passover, and the leaven we shoud be concerned about isin ou lives, na in bread, 1 Cor 5:7-8.

Footnote **21 In spite of this the RC church deaed, "In the Massis offered to God a true, proper,
and propiti atory saaificefor the living and the dead" Professon d the Tridentine Faith, 1564 At
the Reformation Zwingli insisted the Lord meant "This bread REPRESENTS, is a SYMBOL of
my body." The same Greek word ISis used in 1337, He that sows the goodsedl | S- Estin, the
Son of Man. It's better stated as "this MEANS my body" - what we see and doshoud MEAN to
us Christ giving Himself to us, and ou being drawn into thanksgiving, praise, love aad worship.

THIS IS MY BLOOD- Wine is associated with blood Deu 3214; Isa 63:3; Rev
14:19. OF THE NEW- Kainos- New and dfferent. TESTAMENT /covenant- Cp
Ex 24:8; Heb 9:11-28. Thisis the blood that establishes, guarantees the mvenant.
SeeZedh 911; Lk 2220; 1 Cor 11:25. The New Covenant was promised in Jer
31:31-34. The Lord annources that this new covenant of uncondtional Graceis
established onHis blood shed for our sins, Heb 9:15-17; 10:14-18. The saaificial
system of the Law drill ed this ideainto the Jewish people, (seeLaw Lord, and Us
boolet) The NT proclaims the triumphant end o that symbadlic system in the
redity of the aoning deah of Christ, 2 Cor 5:21; Hebrews 9 and 1Q 1 Pet 2:24,
which provides forgivenessand a new heat/nature, 2 Cor 3:5-18.

SHED/poured out FOR MANY - In deah. For many is used in LXX Isa 534, to
translate FOR US. In Jewish usage/OT Scriptures many may be used for all God's
people. In a sense it was Shed for al, Jn 129, but effedive for many - the many
who believe. Blood contains the life of the saaificial victim. Shedding it involves
itsdeah, 1sa53:12. An emphatic statement of the saaificial nature of His deah.
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recave Him, 1sa53.4-12.

| WILL NOT DRINK- Wine was a symba of joyful fellowship, Ps 104:15; Jn 21-
11 This was the last time He would dink it in fellowship with His disciples
during His first coming. UNTIL.. | DRINK IT NEW/anew- Kainos- New and
different. Everything will be new and dfferent. It won't be ataking upagain of the
relationship they had shared in afallen world. WITH YOU IN MY FATHER'S
KINGDOM- The sprinkling with blood d the first covenant was followed by
eding and dinking in the presence of God, Ex 24:8-11. When He returnsin gory
to reign oneath they will share the wine of joy with Him. He is with us now,
28:20, and we will be with Him forever, 1 Th 4:17. For us Christians this promise
to the Apastles, is for the Church, of which they are foundition stones, Eph 220;
Rev 21:14, the Bride whose Wedding Feast is in Heaven, Rev 199. But the
Twelve dso represent the Redeemed remnant of Israd over whom they will rule
enthroned, 19:28. They will feast at the Messanic banquet, for His people Israd,
|sa 25:6-9, and their Gentil e helpers, 8:11; 25:31-45. Cp 2339.

26.30-35 Jesus Predicts Peter's Denial & Disciples Fleang

(Mk 14:27-31.Lk 22:31-34; Jn 1632, daceit aganst a dfferent backgroundin the scenes of
that night. They sang triumphartly with the Lord of His suffering andvictory. Then He
showed His concern for the Disciples by warning that in God's revealed will they will
scatter from Him, bu their failure will not be final.)

26:30-32 WHEN THEY HAD SUNG AN/a HYMN- Of praise to God. Probably Ps
114118 Ps 113114 was sung at the commencement of the Pasoover med. Real
Ps 118 and you will seehow well it | eads into His prayer in Gethsemane. Cp Ps
27. THEY WENT OUT to THE MOUNT OF OLIVES- 24:3. This gave the
Lord the chance to spend time with His Father fadng the ayorny of what He must
be and dofor our Salvation. Apparently like many pil grims they slept out of doas
at thistime, Lk 21:37; 22:39; Jn 182. Judas would exped them to be there.

ALL .. OFFENDED/fall away- Skanddizo- As in 529-30; 11:6; 13:21, 57, 1512
BECAUSE/on account OF ME- The gparent defea of the Mesgah would trip
them up, and they will | ose faith in Him. His Jwish rejedors sumbled at Him and
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Father will strike Him in punshment for their sin and that of the world. He will
die for them and they will scater to safety. They will still be His eep, and He
WILL GO BEFORE/ahead of YOU INTO GALILEE- Asashepherd dces.

26:33-35PETER.. SAID.. even if ALL .. OFFENDED/fall.. | NEVER will - It's easy
to apply warnings, or promises to ahers as if they didn't apply to us. Over-
confident Faith is arrogant self-righteous folly. Peter is crowing like a proud
rooster, so what follows is appropriate. True Faith believes what the Lord says,
and rests uponit. Peter's high paition, and ous, is given and maintained by Grace
alone. Facal with the Lord's warnings in Scripture we shoud fall before Him and
confessthat we ae & wedk as He says, but ask for His forgivenessand the power
to serve Him faithfully in ou wegness 2 Cor 12:10. His Graceis asaured to the
humble, 23:12; Ps1386; Prov 3.34; Lk 14:11; 18:14; Jas 4:6; 1 Pet 5:5.

| SAY /tell you the truth- An emphatic statement which ough to have been believed.
THIS NIGHT you will DENY/disown ME three times- We must either deny
self and follow Him, or deny Christ, 10:32-33. Prov 1618 was true of Peter.

The Lord prayed for him, and in due @urse he was empowered to effedive
witness Lk 2231-32; Acts 4:33. Roosters were though to crow at Midnight, and
again at abou 3 am. So the Romans cdled that period d time the Rooster Crow,
and they gave the name to the buge cdl for the ealy morning changing d the
Guard. All four Gospels contain thiswarning nd to pu our faith in ou faith.

PETER SAID.. Even if I.. DIE- Like the modern "Positive Image Gospel" it proves
to be inadequate. In refusing to believe the Lord heiscdlingHim aliar, 1 Jn 1.8,
10. ALL .. said the same- They were sincere, but didnt know themselves as He
did. Confident of themselves as Israd had been in Ex 19.8, only to fall with the
Golden Calf. One wonders abou the boasts in Ps 7:8; Prov 88, etc.

26:36-46 The Agonised Prayer of Jesus

(Mk 14:32-42; Lk 22:39-46. Cp Jn 1223-28; Heb 5:7-10. The central point is His absolute
obedience to the Father - Thy will be dore, 6:10. We're given a dimpse of the
relationship between Jesus as the Son & Mar/Sent Servant-Son ¢ God, andthe Father.
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shore out, 17:1-5. Now His humanity is high-lighted. They had speaficdly
insisted that they would share His fate, 20:22; 26:35. They showed they couldn't
even share Hisfadngthe Cross in prayer.

BEGAN- Something rew. The start of His woes in taking onHimself our woes, so
mankind could fulfil Gods proclamed pupose, Gen 126-27. TO BE
SORROWFUL- As in 1723, Mk 14:33 hes Ekthambeo- Gredly astonished,
distressed, suggesting a dego surge of sorrow. The words used draw their meaning
from human experiences, such asthosein Ps42-43; 1163. But no words can more
than hint at the infinite griefs the infinite Lord faced. The emotional anguish o
mockery and regjedion, the physicd agorny of crucifixion, but abowve dl the
spiritual horror of His total identification with us and ou sin, 2 Cor 5:21, and the
separation from the Father involved in that. The Lord went through this rrow
with His eye on the Joy ahead, Heb 122. When we're depressd, distressed, and
disoriented, it'sa comfort to know that our Greda High priest also was.

Our Lord isn't shown as an effortlesdy succesful superman figure, beyond fea
and suffering, but as a man who in some sense, amid urcertainties, depended on
His humble prayers being head, Heb 5:7-8. He took up hunanity asit is, sinlesdy,
and so redeemed it, and we in ou need knov He understands, Heb 217. Such
experiences are human, and we can be kept from sinning in them if we ding to the
Lord andto ou Father'swill .

VERY HEAVY /troubled- Ademoneo- Be avay from one's home and people,
uprooted, so disoriented, emotionally distressed, used of homesick Epaphroditus
in Phil 2:26. Hencethe rightnessof suppat from home in the Angel strengthening
Him, Lk 2243. MY SOUL 1S EXCEEDING SORROWFUL/ overwhelmed
with sorr ow EVEN UNTO/to the point of DEATH- A burden that is as heavy as
man can suffer and survive. Cp Ps 41:5-9; 42:1-43.5. He poured ou His oul unto
deah, 1sa53:10-12 as He faceal His atoning saaificeinvolving keing forsaken by
the Father, Ps 22:1-2; 69:1-4, 14-17. The Lord doesn't put on a positive image
mask. We're never forsaken, Heb 135-6, but when suffering "burnou” may fed as
iIf we ae. He dlows His closest followers to seehow bad He feds, and also how
the answer isto turn to the Father and share the burden with Him.

TARRY /stay.. kegp WATCH- Kee awake, dert, asin 2442-43. WITH ME- Share

with me in the measure you can. The sense of lonelinessand ali enation made Him
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sorrow. He FELL ON/with HIS FACE to the ground, AND PRAYED- He
threw Himself down onHisfacein fervent prayer, asin Gen 17.3; Num 14:5; Josh
7:6; 2 Sam 9:6; 1 Ki 18:39. Others fell ontheir faces to petition Him, Lk 5:12. A
physicd expresson d helplessess totaly letting oreself go, at the mercy of the
One petitioned. The lowest pasition for the deepest prayer.

SAYING, O MY FATHER- Spe&ing asthe Son d God. He provided sonship for us
and taught us to say OUR Father. Like dl Biblicd prayer His prayer is a rational
request, not repetition d spiritua mantras. |IF POSIBLE.. THIS CUP-
Something God gves and men must recave even if they resist, Isa 51:17; Jer
49:12;, Ezek 2332 The aup o God's anger against sin, Ps 11:6; 75.7-8; 25:15-29.
PASSbe taken FROM M E- His willi ngressto do the Father's will i s total, Jn
12:27-28. He asks whether that will NEEDS to include the horrifying cup d being
made the filth of sin, and from suffering the Hell of separation from the Father in
taking the placeof the sinner. Reading this shoud move us to worship.

NOT AS | WILL, BUT AS you will- He cane to dothe Father's will, and always
walked in fellowship with Him, Jn 5:30; Heb 1Q7. Yet being truly human this
obedient fellowship invoved a @nscious drugdge and deliberate deasion to
surrender Himself to dothe will of God, Heb 5:7-9, asit does with us, Jn 157-10.
Cp Ps 40:8. The Lord ddn't automaticaly DO obedience like agod walking on
eath, but like atrue man LEARNED obediencein praying throughthe distress of
life, Heb 57-8. He had this £en and recorded to show both His gnless
surrendered-to-God humanity, and the @st to Him. He was patterning the servant-
sonlife which He was to make avail able to us. We seehow THE SON, prayed. He
expeds us to join Him by accepting the Cross 16:24; Gal 2:20. This shows the
falsenessand folly of thase who in His name pread that God's children have the
right to demand hedth wedth and happiness from God "by Faith." The dea
request, and the accetancethat it might not be right for it to be granted is a model
for our praying.

26:40-46 COULD you NOT keep WATCH WITH ME ONE HOUR- The Lord
speks to Peter as he had led in baasting their loyaty. Cp Ps 69:20. WATCH
AND PRAY - Eph 618 NOT ENTER/fall INTO TEMPTATION- If you can't
stay awake for my sake, you shoud doso in prayer for your own sake. See 1 Pet
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yielding to Him, opens to us the strenuous victory set out in Rom 8:2-15. Self-
confident boasting lrings defea. Being consciously we&k may be God's will for
us, as it was with Paul, 2 Cor 12:7-12.

SECOND TIME.. PRAYED, SAYING O MY FATHER IF.. NOT possble..
EXCEPT/unless IDRINK IT- If it isnot hasreplacel if it is passble. The way of
Salvation had been determined before Creaion, Rev 138. Yet when the point
came the Lord, as man, deds with the Father on ou behalf. An automaticdly
sinless man isn't a man. The Lord, conscious of al that was involved must
CHOOSE to take eat step into the darkness so we would be freed to fix our eyes
on Him, and gowith Him into the light, Heb 122-3. He prayed in an agory, Lk
22:44. His prayers, like dl His human life, were totally to the glory of God.

HE.. FOUND THEM ASLEEP AGAIN- The oppasite of keging watch. EYES
HEAVY - They coud na ke their eyes open/stay awake. So HE LEFT..
PRAY ED THE third time, saying the SAME- Making threerequests is a mark
of sincerity and adequate persistence, as with Paul's request for the removal of the
thorn, 2 Cor 12:8.

SLEEP ON NOW/Are you still sleging- The Gree&k may be a statement- "You
might as well go aheal and sleg, your chance to suppat me in my distress as
friends $roud, has now passed.” It may be aquestion "Why do you let yourself
slegp when you shoud be on guward?' Or an exclamation "Youre not still
deeoing!" The Lord in sympathy for their human frailnesslet them sleg as long
as they could, but the time for adion had come. BEHOL D/Look.. THE SON OF
MAN IS BETRAYED INTO THE HANDS OF SINNERS- Present tense to
emphasise the cetainty of what isto happen. RISE.. BE GOING/go. Here mmes
my betrayer.

26:47-27:44 Sinners & Saviour Reveal Themsealves

(This passage shows the truth of Rom 3:23. Disciples are disloyal, the Governor won't do
justice, the Priests of God show their hypocrisy by murdering Him. Jesus alore is
dependalde. )
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a person, Lk 7:45, but by using the sign d affedion as the signal of betrayal he
showed how low those who have been privileged to know Christ sink when they
rgged Him. HOL D/arrest HIM- To hdd Jesus and kissHim ensured He couldn't
escape the soldiers. Judas SAID, Greetings MASTER/Rabbi- In Matthew Judas
isthe only disciple who cdls Jsus Rabh- Teader. KISED HIM.

JESUS SAID/replied, FRIEND- Hetairos- Companion. Used orly in 1116; 20:13;
22:12. It refers to someone known from past experience but who is not in
fell owship with the spedker. The Lord was his friend, but Judas had rejeded Him.
WHEREFORE ART THOU COME?/do what you came for - Literaly On what
are you here. The Lord isn't asking for information. Perhaps He is asking Judas to
think what he is doing, or saying dowhat you have come to dq or | know what
youre here for - so why kissme? THEY/the men.. LAID HANDS ON/seized
JESUS.

26:51-52 ONE.. WITH JESUS.. DREW HIS SNORD.. STRUCK- The sword
probably glanced doff the man's helmet. cutting OFF HIS EAR- Peter was brave,
but he had refused to believe what Jesus had said, slept in Gethsemane, and now
met violence with violence It symbadlises the fad that when Christians rea¢ with
verbal or physicd violence to enemy attadks, people's eas are "cut off." When
facal with the Gospel Moslems today still remember the murderous "Christian
Crusades' against them. Today redkless verba attacks on Communism,
Capitalism, Evolution, Feminism, etc do more harm than good PUT UP your
SWORD- John rames Peter and Malchus. Matthew doesn't and so leaves attention
on the Lord who forbids violence on His behaf. The Lord lives out what He
taught, 5:39-42. He showed love to Hisenemies, Lk 2251

ALL THAT TAKE/draw THE SWORD PERISH/die WITH/by THE SWORD-
Anyone who lives by fighting will die by fighting. It's better for us to suffer
injustice than to respondwith violence - physicd or verbal. The Lord patterns a
willi ngnessto suffer and de rather than to fight and kill . Loving prayer and adion
may or may not quench violence and win the perseautor, but it kegys us in
fellowship with the Love of God in Christ, and gowth into His likeness If we
Christians dont believe we can win the Gospel war by the loving use of prayer and
the sword of the Word alone we're in the wrong business Eph 617-18. Cp 5.38
48; Rev 1:16; 13:9-10.
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16:21; 17:22-23; 20:17-19, 28. He surrenders Himself to oppresson and Judgment
so that He auld take avay the sins of the world, I1sa53:8; Jn 1:29. The OT (in its
saaifices) and NT, proclaim the Gospel of Christ crucified as the means by which
God completes His purposes for man - and ou fulfilment is the result.

Am | leading a rebellion.. you COME WITH SWORDS.. | SAT.. IN THE

TEMPLE courtsteaching- Openly andin fealesspeace Lk 21:37-38, nat hiding
in the wildernessas a bandit. The Lord is girring their consciences by reminding
them that His arrest isn't by their cunnng, but by His surrender to the will of God
THAT THE SCRIPTUREY writings.. MIGHT BE FULFILLE D- Isa 5312,
Zedh 137; Acts 2:23-25. His expositionin Lk 24:25-32 covered this. Aswas e
at the Temptation, He lived in okedience to Scripture, as we must. Here our Lord
consciously direded His life to fulfil Scripture. His was the service of obedient
Sonship, nat robaic dfortlesdy-guided adivity, Ps40:7; Heb 107.

THEN THE DISCIPLES FORSOOK /deserted HIM- Left Him and escgped. The

Lord's words fread them to doso, Jn 188-9. There was no pant in staying when
He was giving Himself up.

26:57-68 Jesus Before the Sanhedrin

(Mk 14:53-65; Lk 22:54-71. He had dready faced Annas, Jn 1813-24. The Judge of all

mankind is condemned by a human court, which acted illegally. **22 They had their
verdict ready before the trial, 26:3-4; Jn 1814, bu wanted evidencethat could provide a
show of legality. The High Priest was forced to ask the question that brough a formal
dedaration that He was the Mesdah, and aformal rejedion d this by the rulers on
behalf of Israel. Against this background Jesus dands out as the suffering-servant
Mesdah, andComing-to-Rule Son d Man,Ps110.1; Isa 506; Dan 7.14.)

26:57-61 CAIAPHAS HIGH PRIEST.. SCRIBES/teachers of the law.. ELDERS.

PETER FOLL OWED AFAR/at distance. HIGH PRIEST'S PALACE- The
Sanhedrin met normally in a room at the Temple Court, so this was an informal
meding daminated by the High priest and his friends. WENT |N/entered, SAT
down WITH THE SERVANTS/guards- Servants on duy/Temple guards who
arrested Jesus, and were realy to fend df any attempt to rescue Him.

THE CHIEF PRIESTS THE High Priest was President of the Sanhedrin. He and his

family were wedthy, hereditary religious lealers, and Sadducees. ELDERS- The
leading scribes who were mostly Pharisees, and the wedthy landowvners. ALL
THE COUNCIL/the whole Sanhedrin- There were &ou 70 members. It had
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were false witnesses. THIS FELL OW SAID | AM ABLE TO DESTROY THE
TEMPLE, AND rebuild IT IN THREE DAY S A distortion o Jn 219. THE
HIGH PRIEST AROSE/stood up AND SAID- Cp Ps 27:12; 35:11-12. WHAT
| S this testimony- Is there anything you can say against these acaisations? Any
thred to the glorious Temple was srious, and a daim to rebuild it in three days
hinted at bladk magic. BUT JESUS HELD HIS PEACE/remained silent- Isa
53.7. He ignaed silly acasations which weren't what the Chief Priests had
arrested Him for. His slence forced them to state their red objedion - to His
evidence and claim that He was the Messah.

Footnote **22 By Mishnah rules, drawn up ly the Pharisees 100 yeas later, trials had to be by
daylight, and for a deah sentence had to be spread ower two days, withesss interviewed
privately, etc. But at this dage the Sadducean High priest dominated the Sanhedrin. Criticism of
the ill egaliti es is paintless - we neal to see ourselves as condemned rather than these ancient
Jews.

THE HIGH PRIEST SAID.. | ADJURE THEE/charge you under oath BY THE
LIVING GOD- A plain and solemn chall enge which He was required to answer,
Lev 5:1. Cp 1 Ki 2216. The Priest's purpose wasn't to discover the truth, but to
force Jesus to incriminate Himself. The Lord saw fit to co-operate, and state the
truth. That forced the High priest and Rulers to condemn themselves by fadng the
fads and dceliberately rgjeding the Messah.

TELL USWHETHER THOU BE/if you are THE CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD-
Twin titles as in 1616; Jn 1:49; 11:27. Matthew has made it clea that Jesus is
bath, 1:1, 23; 3:17; 14:33; 16:16; 17:5. His disciples had confessed He was, 14:33,
16:16; Lk 9:20; Jn 6:69. The Father had proclaimed His Sonship in 317; 17:5.
Thiswasthered issue. They sneaed, "Are you - boundand helpless- Mesdah the
invincible deliverer of 1srad from her enemies?’

26:64 JESUS replied THOU HAST SAID/Yes it is as you say- The question
showed Caiaphas redised that the words and works of Jesus presented Him as
Messah, God's Son. The form of the Lord's answer agrees that Caiaphas has said
what is true, but He alds that the triumphant aspeds of His Messahship are still
future. NEVERTHELE SSBut | SAY- A forma authoritative statement as in
5:18. HEREAFTERY/in the future you- Plura, al of you. will SEE THE SON
OF MAN SITTING ON/at THE RIGHT HAND OF POWER/the Mighty
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Hiswords and adions Jksus had shown that He was God, 9:2-7; Jn 5:18; 10:33-36.
Now al the evidence was in, and the High Priest must lead the nation in bowing
before Him, as the God-sent, God-embodying Mesdsah, Ps 2;7 110Q1; Dan 7:14 -
or condemn Him as a blasphemer.

WHAT do you THINK?- What is your verdict? THEY ANSWERED.. HE IS
GUILT Y/worthy OF DEATH- He deserves deah and must die. This ounds
unanimous. The High Priest had presumably invited orly his suppaters. We know
of two absentees, Joseph d Arimatheg and Nicodemus, Lk 2351, Jn 7:50-52.
Thisverdict was ratified in alegal assembly after daybreek, 27:1. THEY SPIT IN
HISFACE- Asin Num 12:14; Deu 259; Job 3010; Isa50:6 BUFFETED/struck
HIM- Grammaticdly this shoud refer to thase who hed just condemned Him. If
so it was disgracdul.

OTHERS SMOTE/dapped Him- Fulfilling Isa 50:4-9. Unless the rulers were
caried away by anger and spite, it would be the guards around Jesus who
expressd the rulers spite. PROPHESY.. CHRIST, WHO.. SMOTE THEE/hit
you?- Messah was to be aProphet like Moses, Deu 1815. He had just prophesied
that He would come in gory. They ridicule that clam by asking Him to
demonstrate that He can name those who hit Him. Their mocking rejedion enables
Him to fulfil Hisrole & suffering Mesdah, who rises from the dead and returns to
eath in Glory. The religious trial ended with His being mocked as a prophet. The
paliti ca trial ended with His being mocked as aKing. 27:29.

26:69-75 Peter Denies Jesus

(Mk 14:66-72;, Lk 22:55-62. Jesus before the Courcil acknowledges who He is, and ga&s
forward to His death. Peter fail s to take hisfirst chanceto confessChrist, and byushes the
guestion aside. When Christians do that their failure to confessbuilds rapidly, and Peter
is oon openly denying his Lord with oahs and curses. Fear of man traps the boastful
man nav hiding among the Lord's enemies. While Jesus is being mocked as a prophet
Peter's denial provesHeisatrueone.)

26:69-73 PETER SAT/was stting IN THE PALACE/courtyard- He had tried to
defend the Lord and failed. In stubban loyalty he'd followed at a distance to see
what would happen, but by being there, kegping hmself safe meant silently
identifying hmself with the Lord's enemies.
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talking about.

OUT IN THE PORCH/gateway ANOTHER MAID/girl- Perhaps the girl who hed
let Peter in at Johns request, Jn 1816. SAID THIS FELL OW WAS WITH
JESUS- Pointing m out to the men on gward who might be expeded to do
something abou a spy being there. It seans from Mark that the first girl to
question Peter was also involved. **23 Junior servant girls suffered being lowest
in the household peding ader so might well enjoy combiningto bait Peter.

Footnote **23 The things recrded in the four Gospels dont fit nealy together, and it's fodlish to
spend much time on finding a "Corred” pattern. After his first failure to witness Peter was
challenged by a number of servants. Each Gospel writer seleded some items from the hubbub e
found hmself in. The over-al effed is to give thorough witnessto the fail ure of the Greaest of
the 12,asawarning to usall.

HE DENIED WITH AN OATH, | DO NOT KNOW THE MAN- His first
embarrassed evasion lecane aclea denial. The Lord's command was to say a
simple YES or NO truthfully, 5:33-37.

AFTER A WHILE those standing there went to PETER- The men-servants having
head what had been said joined in and said you are ONE OF THEM..
SPEECH/accent gives you away- His geed was unlike that of any men who
had aright to be in the courtyard, and hs Galil ean accent suggested he was with
the Galil ean Jesus. We may not deny Jesus diredly, but be strongy tempted to
deny Him indiredly. When those aound s mock at a Christian, even when we
think the mocked adions or words are rather ridiculous, we shoud take the dhance
to defend what we can of the Christian's behaviour. To deny His srvants is to
deny Jesus, Lk 129 - Yet the Lord abides faithful, He caana deny Himself, 2 Tim
2:12-13.

26:74-75 THEN BEGAN HE TO CURSE/call down curses on himself.. | don't
know THE MAN- Peter knew he might be arested, and in panic tried to curse
himself out of danger - asking God to curse him if he's lying, Ps 7:3-5. THE
COCK CREW!/arooster crowed- Mk 14:68 records an ealier crowing after the

first denial, which Peter ignaed. PETER REMEMBERED THE WORD OF
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foatnate **24 That the fail ures of the greaest and godliest men are recorded in Scripture aaures us
that itsrecords are true. It also reminds us that the Lord saves and wses ordinary people who dorit
easlly and automaticdly live wisely, bravely or sinlesdy. Peter's fall spedks to us of our own

wegknessand fail ures. His restoration and further use by God shows God's Goodressand Grace
to al sinners.

Matthew 27

27:1-2 The Sanhedrin sends Jesusto Pilate

(Mk15:1; Lk 23:1; Jn 1828. A brief formal early morning gahering d the Santedrin ratifi ed
the vedict of the informal sesson o 26:57-68.)

27:1-2 Early in the MORNING.. CHIEF PRIESTS. ELDERS.. AGAINST
JESUSTO PUT HIM TO DEATH- To get Pilate to dothis they suggested Jesus
was oppased to Roman rule, Lk 23.2. WHEN THEY HAD BOUND HIM- To
give the impresson He was a dangerous criminal. (An ancient comment ran "He
was bound lefore an eathly ruler so we @uld be set free before the ruler of
eternity.") THEY LED HIM.. TO PILATE THE GOVERNOR- Of the province
of Judea AD 26-36. Jesus had said He would be aucified, 26:2; Jn 1232-33.
Pilate done had paver to order that, Jn 1831-32. Mob murder, as in the cae of
Stephen, could have been ignaed. But in the will of God an dfficial pulic
regjedion by the nation as a whole, was daged. And the OT " Cursed is eveayone
hung on atree” Gal 3:13fulfill ed, in His crucifixion. The Jews turned Jesus over
to the Romans. He turned the Jews over to the Romans, AD 70.

27:3-10 The Death of Judas
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cricvwed 1T BDoun rdiri cd e word OF tie LOrd Jesus - Felel, £0.04, o4, Julas
26:21-24.

BROUGHT/Returned THE THIRTY SILVER coins TO THE PRIESTS AND
ELDERS- That is to their representatives. As with other successul sinners he'd
got what he wanted, and it was worthlessto him. Judas didn't repent and turn to
God for forgiveness Instead he went to the priests and tried to undowhat he hade
dore. That's a dead end. SAYING | HAVE SINNED.. BETRAYED THE
INNOCENT BL OOD- An innacent man will be kill ed, and | have betrayed him -
aterriblesin, Ex 23.7; 1 Sam 19.5; Ps94:21; Jer 7:6; 19:4; 22.3, 17.

THEY SAID/replied, WHAT ISTHAT TO US? That's your responsibility- That's
your problem, not ours. It redly was their business They'd paid the bribe, for their
purpases. As God's priests they shoud have said "We're more guilty than you - we
take badk the money, reverse our verdict, and accept Jesus as our Messah onyour
testimony. Welll offer the saaificefor you and youll be forgiven." But humanistic
religion denies snners the right and resporsibility to ded with a Holy God d
Love aou their sin. Today "Christian” leaders who dort know God provide
kindy human courselling, which trivialises and excuses sn that shoud be
repented of, forgiven and cleansed away.

275 HE CAST/Judas threw THE PIECES OF SILVER/money into THE
TEMPLE - Judas threw away Mammon - as a reproad to the Priests, as in Zed
11:13, who then have to handle blood money. WENT away AND HANGED
HIMSELF- Judgng from Acts 1:18, he tied the rope to the branch o a tree
overhanging a wnsiderable drop, and either the rope or a branch broke, and he fell
far enoughto be disembowelled in the process There ae anumber of paralels
between Achitophel who betrayed David, 2 Sam 17:23, and Judas who ketrayed
Jesus the Son d David.

27.6-8 THE CHIEF PRIESTS TOOK/picked up THE SILVER- Or their
representatives did. NOT LAWFUL/aganst law TO PUT.. INTO
TREASURY.. PRICE OF BLOOD money- Money paid to get a man kill ed.
Their concern was businesdi ke technicditi es, not Priestly intercesson a coursel.
Money eaned in ways unworthy of God was unaccetable, Deu 2318. People
eanest abou the detail s of Biblicd requirements can, like them, be indifferent to
the big isaues. It was THEIR money spent on murdering Christ that had come bacdk
to them. The inside of the aup d their lives was full of decet, treatery, and
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land cleansed oy by the blood d the murderer Deu 1911-13.

27:9-10 FULFILLE D.. SPOKEN BY Jeremiah.. TOOK THIRTY.. THE PRICE
OF HIM.. THE CHILDREN/people OF ISRAEL DID VALUE.. to buy THE
POTTER'S FIELD- In Zech 1112-13 Gods Ruler, the Shepherd-King, is
rejeded by His people Israd. As with Jesus, Israd values Him at 30 silver coins,
the price of aslave. Ex 21:32. Later He is smitten and pderced, Zech 1210; 13.7.
But, in a way natural to an Easterner, meditation and insight into the Scriptures
combines this with relevant statements by Jeremiah abou potters, judgment and
the valley of Hinnam, and the purchase of a field, Jer 18:2-12; 19:1-13;, 32.6-15.
As Fremiah was the better known prophet, his name is the one mentioned. **25
Matthew carefull y records that everything that was dore served the will of God as
reveded in Scripture.

Foatnate **25 Mk 1:2 isfrom Mal 3:1 + 1sa40:3; Rom 9:26-27 is from Hos 2:1 + Isa 10:22. Both
are dtributed to Isaiah as heis best known.

27:11-14 Jesuson Trial before Pilate & Condemned

(Mk 15:2-15; Lk 23:3-5, 1325; Jn 1833-19:16. The innccence of Jesus fands out aganst
the guilt of the Jevish Rulers, the aowd, andthe Roman Governor. Pilate makes only a
half-hearted attempt to dojustice, bu his actions make dear Israel's deliberate rejedion
of her Mesgah. Pilot's main interest is in avoiding troulde from destructive riot in the
crowded streds of Pasove Jerusalem. In bah trials Jesus is called the Chrigt, testifies
briefly, is condemned andthen mocked. The evats and the words of Jesus force men to
choose for or aganst Him. Cp 9.33-34; 12:30; 21:15, etc. The rulers, faced with their
Messah, condemned themselves in condemning Him. Now Pilate, and the Jeawish
comnon people, are on trial - they must show what they are by dhoasing letween the
good and goodo-all Jesus, andthe violent Barabbas. )

27:11-14 JESUS STOOD BEFORE THE GOVERNOR- Pilate had a reputation for
adions that made sense from the Roman padnt of view, but antagonsed Jews. He
was under threa from Jewish appedsto Rome. The Jews wouldn't enter the hall of
Judgment, Jn 1828, so he spedks to them, and to Jesus sparately. Are you THE
KING OF THE JEWS- Presumably the Jewish Rulers made this the reason why
Pilate shoud have Him kill ed. As He daimed to be the Christ, 26:64, they could
say He daimed to be King, 21:5. The other charges were that He was girring up
rebellion, and telling people not to pay their taxes, Lk 23.2. He wasn't, and the
church shoud be no more pdliti cd than Jesus was.

45



dignified silence when He was reviled, 1 Pet 2:23. PILATE asked- They are
acaising you d many evil things, Don't you hear?- Aren't you interested? It's
YOUR life & stake. HE made no reply.. THE GOVERNOR MARVELLE D-
It's unusual for people to be silent when the dharges are unjust. Most are quick to
defend themselves, espeaally when their life is at stake. Jesus as the suffering
Servant displays patient meekness Ps 38:13-15; 39.9; Isa42.2; 53.7; Acts 8:32 -
He had taught it, 5:5, 38-48; 11:29; 21.5.

271518 NOW AT THAT FEAST.. RELEASE A PRISONER- Thereis no seaular
record of this custom, but such amnesties were common. It makes $nse & a
goodwill gesture & atime when the goodwill of the mob in atense over-crowded
city would be valuable. A NOTABLE/notorious PRISONER BARABBAS- Son
of Abbas, or Son d the Father. He had been involved in violent robbkery and
rebellion. Mk 15:7. (Some Msshave Jesus Barabbas. Joshua-Jesus was a ammmon
name. Perhaps it was dropped for reverential reasons, or added to contrast.)

THEREFORE.. PILATE SAID.. WHOM/which.. RELE ASE- Some of the aowd
had arealy clamoured for the release of a prisoner, Mk 15.8. BARABBAS, OR
JESUS.. THE CHRIST?- A smart move. If Barabbas was a Zedot rebel as it
seans, he was more of a threa to the High Priests who co-operated with the
Romans than he was to the Romans - they would be setting a man freewho might
murder them! They had to choose between the violent terrorist attacker of Rome,
or the man who peaded, pradised, and dfered to ahers the sermon-on-the
mourt lifestyle. The dhoice between pditi cd violent adion to defend the state of
Israd, or by living righteously and trusting God to defendit is gill faced today.

FOR HE KNEW out of ENVY - This suggested Jesus must be popdar, and having
puldicly humiliated Him, they would have shown their superior authority. He
would cease to be an ojed of envy, or athrea to them. Releasing Him would be a
facesaving compromise for Pilate who at abou this time talked with Jesus, Jn
18:33-38.

27:19-21 Pilate ON THE JUDGMENT/Judge's SEAT- Where the Judge sat to hea
evidence and cHliver verdicts. Acts 18:12, 16-17; 25.6, 10, 17, Rom 14:10; 2 Cor
5:10, etc. Pilate sitting in Judgment on Jesus, and He & Governor being gowerned
by the aowd are equaly ridiculous. HIS WIFE SENT this message- She may

have been ore of the Roman women who were interested in the Jewish religion,
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ASK for BARABBAS.. have JESUS exeauted. WHETHER/Which OF THE two..
RELEASE?- Pilate required them to make a ¢ea choice that can be recorded
showing they condemned themselves. THEY SAlD/answered BARABBAS A
natural choice for sinful men, with littl e desire to be saved from their sins. They
chose Barabbas, a violent patriot, and escdating destruction o the state and
people of Israd, down till Bar Kochba - their terrorist Mesdah. Pilate's smart
move fail ed.

27.22-24 WHAT SHALL | DO WITH JESUS. LET HIM BE
CRUCIFIED/Crucify him- Matthew makes it clea that it was a unanimous
dedasion by ALL. WHY, WHAT EVIL/crime?- Their angry acasation failed to
show any evil except their own obvous hatred. It's clea to Pilate that Jesus was
harmless As they had no reason for Christ being klled they ssmply CRIED
OUT/shouted louder, LET HIM BE CRUCIFIED/Crucify him-

PILATE SAW HE was getting nowhere.. A TUMULT /uproar WAS starting- The
Priests had feared ariot, but having won ower the aowd (A captive hero loses his
glamour apped) they use it effedively. HE.. WASHED HIS HANDS- Cp Deu
21:6-7; 2 Sam 3:28; Ps 26.6; 73:13. The adion makes sense and has an emotional
apped in dsclaiming resporsibility. | AM INNOCENT- God's verdict was that
his hands were wicked, Acts 2:23. OF THE BLOOD- Used for murder or
exeaution. Pilate says and ads | accept no responsibility for the wrongful killi ng
OF THIS JUST PERSON- Dikaios. Under Roman law there was no reason for
His deah. The killing d Jesus he admitsis murder, but he had to choose between
doing what he knew to be wrong a face ariot that wouldn't make sense to the
Emperor. He yields to them but insists SEE YE TO IT/It is your responsibili ty-
The diief priests had dedined any resporsibility for the adion o Judas. Pilate
forces them to adknowledge that they, not he. are resporsible for the deah o
Christ.

27:2526 THEN ANSWERED ALL .. Let HIS BLOOD BE ON US AND OUR
CHILDREN- See Deu 1910-13; Josh 219; 2 Sam 1:11-16; Jer 26:8-15; Ezek
33.4-6; Acts 5:28; 18.:6. The Christ-rgjeding Jews acceted full resporsibility,
which affeds all Christ-rejeding Jews until their descendants reverse the dedsion
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RELEASED BARABBAS Israd chose the wrong man, and suffered the
consequences. Cp Ps 7:15-16. Forty yeas later the harvest of this was ripe. Three
popuar "Barabbas' types- Eleaza the Zedot, Simon Gorias, and John d Gischala
were entrenched in the Temple, the Upper City, and the Lower City, fighting ead
other and the Romans. The end result was the total destruction d Jerusalem by the
Romansin AD 70.

SCOURGED/flogged JESUS- Cruelty marked the adions of Rome, the 4th beast,
Dan 7.7. To terrify those who opp®ed them it was Roman custom to pubicly
scourge the condemned before they were DELIVERED/handed over TO BE
CRUCIFIED- Such sufferings had been predicted in Isa 50:6; 52:14; 535; Lk
18:33. The scourging d Jesus is mentioned in ore word. Any tendency to gve
longand harrowing descriptions of the processis discouraged by that fad.

27.27-31 The Soldiers Mock Jesus asKing

(A brief summary as in Mk 15:16-20. The fuller accourt in Jn 191-5 paces it before the
verdict. Lk 23:6-11 gves a similar scene in Herod's palace The Gentil e soldiers showed
the silly sinfulnessof their hearts just as the Javs had, Lk 2:35. They bullied andmocked
Him, Isa 506; 53:5-7, for claimingto be what He in fact was. One day theywill face Him
as King andJudge of the universe, Phil 2:10.)

27.27-29 THE SOLDIERS. TOOK JESUS INTO THE COMMON
HALL /Praetorium- The sed of Roman Power in Jerusalem. They would be
reaquited in surroundng courtries - Egypt, Samaria, Syria, Phoeneda. Being dd
enmiti es would make them welcome the chance to humili ate Jews by humili ating
Jesus. Gentiles as well as Fkws disgrace themselves in their efforts to disgrace
Him, as He had predicted, Lk 1832 GATHERED around HIM THE WHOLE
BAND/company.. PUT ON HIM A SCARLET ROBE- Mark says purple,
asciating it with royalty. Roman soldiers wore red cgpes, which faded to shades
of red including puplish ores. They were making Jesus look like afake king.

THEY PLATTED/twisted together A CROWN OF THORNS.. PUT/set IT ON
HIS HEAD- As a mocking crown. Thorns were the sign d God's curse on this
rebel world, Gen 3:18 and ou Lord was abou to be made a wrse for us, Ga
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the threa of being murdered by Jewish patriots. So it's no wonder they welcomed
the dhanceto mock the Jews in the person o Jesus. Their mockery took the form
of approaching Him as they would the Emperor, to whom they would have said
"Haill Caesar!" Many Christian children and adults have to face mockery from
others. Our High priest has experienced personally what it means to be mocked. At
Bethlehem Gentiles bowed before Him, offered Gifts and worshipped Him. At
Jerusalemit's all mockery.

27.:30-31 THEY SPIT on HIM- Expressng contempt or hatred - see on 2667.
TOOK THE REED/staff AND struck HIM ON THE HEAD- To insult Him,
5:39, as well as to hut Him by driving thorns into His head. Jews and Gentil es
alikerged, mock, and crucify the servant-son & God who desfor their Salvation.
Remembering this drengthens us, Heb 123. AFTER THEY HAD MOCKED
HIM- His Gospel continues to be mocked, 2 Pet 3:3; Jude 18. PUT HIS OWN
clothes ON HIM.. LED HIM AWAY TO CRUCIFY- Those aucified were
usualy led ou naked, but consideration was shown to the Jewish olgedion to
nakedness

27:32-44 Jesusis Crucified

(Mk 15:21-32; Lk 23:26-43; Jn 1917-27. God's Law didn't sanction crucifixion. The Romans
crucified rebels etc to discourage oppasition. Matthew mentions it as briefly as possble,
concentrating onthe insults as many mock the aucified King - the helplessSon ¢ God,
Heb 122. Their mockey proclaimed the highest truths abou Him. It all fulfill ed the
prophedes, Ps22;, 69; Amos 8:9.)

27.32-34 AS THEY CAME/were going OUT- Cast out and murdered as by the
wicked tenants, 21:39. To suffer outside the canp Heb 1311-12, to sanctify
sinners, and fit them for the true dty of God, Rom 5:9; Rev 5; 21-22. A MAN
OF/from CYRENE- A Greek city on the north coast of Africa There were Jews
from Cyrene living in Jerusalem, Acts 6:9. SIMON- A common rame, but it's
possble he is referred to as Smon called Niger= Bladk, Acts 13:1. A tomb
uneathed at Jerusalem has an inscription Alexander son d Simon d Cyrene.

THEY COMPELLE D/forced him TO BEAR/carry the CROSS The upright post
of the aossusually remained in the groundat the aucifixion site. The condemned
man usually had to carry the aossbean that would be fastened to it. If he was too
exhausted to carry it a passrby could be compelled to, as in 5:41. Foll owers of
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tragedy in LXX Deu 2918; Job 1613; 20:14; Lam 3:5, 15; Acts 8:23 - in contrast
to the wine of joyful feasting at a coronation. Here it symboali sed the bitterness of
His rgedion, Ps 69:21. HE refused to DRINK- We're not told why He refused
but it makes snse that the Lord insisted on keing fully conscious, in full control
and so ableto be fully obedient.

27.:3537 AND/When THEY had CRUCIFIED HIM- Nailed Him to the aoss Lk
24:39; Jn 2025, 27; Col 2:14. Deah by crucifixion is mentioned only briefly by
ancient writers, as mething degrading and dstasteful. The Gospels avoid all
sensationalism and spe&k of the aosswith reverent brevity - no harrowing cetail s
to work on people's emotions. For Preaders to use their imagination to do so
seams rather indecent. The insulting shame from men, and the invisible &oning
shame of being associated with our sins is central. He bore the aurse for us, Deu
21:22-23; Gal 3:13; and keing lifted up daws men to Him who look and live, Jn
3:14-16; 12:32. He humbled Himself, and is now exalted high above dl, Phil 2:8-
9.

** Note** Some yeas ago an archaeologist found rea Jerusalem the skeleton o a
man named Jehoran who haed been crucified with an iron rail hammered through
bath ankles into the wood d the aoss The shape of the Crossis 0 irrelevant it's
never mentioned in Scripture. T or X shapes would have no dacefor the natice
above the Lord's head. A plain stake is possble, but the ealiest Christian
references and the mocking Graffiti of a man worshipping a aucified donley,
have anormal cross $ape. Deu 21:22-23 is the badkground for the aossbeing
referred to asaTreeg Acts 5:30; 10:39; 13:29; 1 Pet 2:24.

PARTED/divided up HIS GARMENT S/clothes- Apparently the centurion and four
soldiers doing the aucifying were entitled to any property of the aucified. by
CASTING LOTS Or throwing dce to see who would have different items.
FULFILLE D.. CAST LOTS [RT] Ps22:18. In [Neg] it'sonly in Jn 1924. The
[RT] may be the original, or Jn 1924 may have been added to the margin and then
copied into the text. SITTING DOWN- Relaxing, their work dore, in contrast to
the Lord's agory. THEY WATCHED/kept watch over HIM from THERE- To
guard against any rescue atempt by Hisfoll owers.
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11:26. CRUCIFIED WITH HIM- This suggests He was "Klng' of such! ON
RIGHT.. LEFT- Not the placeof honou wanted by James and John, 20:20-23.
He is numbered with transgresors, 1sa53:12.

THEY THAT/those who PASSED BY- The ordinary people going to and from the
city. Crucifixions were by busy roads as pulic humiliation was part of the
intended deterrent effed. REVILED/hurled insults at HIM- Kept shouing
insults and dasphemies. He had been mocked as King with Crown, Robe, Sceptre
and worship - spitting and dows, 27:27-31. Now He is enthroned ona Cross with
robbers as "courtiers,"” and mocked by all sorts of people. A crucified king is an
objed of ridicule, 1 Cor 1:18, 23. The Righteous Holinessand Love of the Lord
was displayed against the display of human silly, smart wisdom, and sinful, cruel
rottenness 15:19. Cp Ps 2212-17; 6912, 1181012 WAGGING/shaking
THEIR HEADS Tossd their heals at Him, Ps 22:7; 44:14; 10925. Cp Isa
37:22; Jer 18.16; 48.27, Lam 2:15.

Footnote **26 Luke has THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS. John JESUS OF NAZARETH KING
OF THE JEWS. The variation refleds the faa that it was written in threelanguages, (those of the

Roman and Parthian empires) Jn 1920, so dedaring to the surroundng world who He was, and
why He was dying.

SAYING.. You.. destroy THE TEMPLE, build IT IN THREE DAYS 2661
SAVE THYSELF/yoursdf IF.. THE SON OF GOD, COME DOWN FROM
THE CROSS Smart, jeaing comments. The Devil had tried to persuade Him to
save Himself, 4:1-10. Here the mockers are like the Devil who insisted ona non
suffering, triumphant sonship, 16:21-23. That He didn't accept the dallenge of
His mockers was a grea mirade-demonstration d God's love for the most
thankless of sinners. By dlowing Himself to be aucified in wegness He
conquered evil, sin, and ceah and rose triumphant as Saviour of all repentant,
believing sinners. Those awvare of the high claims of Jesus, and urwilli ng to gve
up selfish, sinful lives, would be glad to seetheir refusal to follow Him pubicly
shown as wise. The Temple still stood in all its glory, and Jesus was dying
helpless disgracad onthe Cross Yet the Temple WOULD be destroyed, And the
Temple made withou human hands, the Risen Christ, was abou to take its place
Sadducean priest power died with the Temple. Scripture and Synagogle power
caried Israd on.
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bloodfor us.

IF HESKING..LET HIM COME DOWN.. WE WILL BEL IEVE HIM- They had
demanded a miraaulous sgn from Him, and He had refused, 12:38-42;, 16:1-4.
They suggest this is His last and gedest chance to convince them. Mockers are
proud d demanding that God dowhat they ask before they will accept the Lord as
Saviour - when all the time they are merely being chil dish mockers. Cp Zeph 315,
Jn 1213 They were of course lying - the resurredion ddn't bring them to
repentance and faith, 28:11-15, Cp Lk 16:31. Nor did mirades dore by the risen
Christ throughHis disciples, Acts 4:13-17. Selfish sinfulnessasumes that all will
If they can, do what pleases them. God patiently fulfils His Holy purposes of wise
love throughall apparent defeds. Faith trusts and oleys Him and waits patiently
for Him to complete what He has promised, knowing that when He does < it will
bein every way perfed, and nocause for regret at the delay.

HE TRUSTED!/trusts IN GOD- This acarately sums up Hisrole a Son d Man, in
total trustful obedience to the Father, Jn 829, etc. His enemies had gained the
central message of the Gospel, and rejeded it. Do we "trust in God'? It's far more
popuar to concentrate on our planning, as if successin the Lord's work depended
on ou imitating successul organisations and techniques.

LET God rescue HIM NOW IF HE WILL HAVE/wants HIM- If God wants to
own Him, He can doso now by saving Him from the Cross From the OT it was
reasonable to exped that God would rescue any servant of His who hed paced
himself in His care and was doing His will . **27 When in the redities of daily
living we faceunrelieved, continuing suffering, hardship and losswe ae tempted
to say that God hes failed us - and if we regjed that slander, we and ahers may
asume the dternative that there was ladk of trust and oledience on ou part, as
Job's friends did. Hasty boasts before, or hasty verdicts afterwards, must be
avoided, 4:7; Ecc 5:2. God daes want Him, and will manifest that in the time the
Father has chosen, 24:36; Acts 1:8. It isIsrad who has misudged the situation, I1sa
53:4-5. In a sense they were quaing Ps 22:8. In a degoer sense the Psalmist quaed
their words 1000yeas before they said them. FOR HE SAID | AM THE SON
OF GOD.
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was pictured and pomised in Lev 1:3-4; Isa 5310-12, andrerded in Jn 1:29; 2 Cor
5:21; Gal 3:13;, Heb 1014; 1 Pet 2:24. God can't look orvhave fell owship with iniquity,
Hab 113.Our sin separated us from CGod, Isa 592. Sowhen God the Sontook the place
of sinners under Judgment, God the Father (in whose basom He alwaysis, Jn 1:18) could
have no fellowship with Him. Each Gospel gives us glimpses of the Lord and His work
aganst the background d irrationd human wickedness God seams to hide Himself, I1sa
45:15, while Israel mocks andjeeas at His Servant-Son- their Saviour-Messah. At times
Gody men havefelt in some measure what is expressed in Ps 22, bu the Lord to whom it
was a total reality ended with the triumphart shou that His Saving work was FINISHED!
The arthquéake proclaimed that the way into the Holiest was now opened, andthe dead
were raised to life. Rgedion andsuffering led to victory, 5:10-12; 10:17-23; 24:4-34.
Contrast darkness at noonda - light in the night sky at Bethlehem. Both end with the

worship of Gentiles.)

27:45 FROM SIXTH HOUR.. NINTH HOUR- Of daylight. Mid-day to 3 pm.
THERE WAS DARKNESS A sign d mourning, judgments, etc, Ex 10:22;
14:20; Deu 2829; Isa 50:3; Joel 2:2-10; Amos 5:18, 20; 8:9-10; Zeph 115.
OVER ALL T HE LAND- The Jerusalem ared? the world? World-wide darkness
seems appropriate, but there's noindicaion d it in the Bible, or in seaular history.
In Ex 10:22 the whole land darknesscovered is Egypt, except the Goshen district.

Footnote **27 Lapide, amodern Jew, has pointed ou the dilemma facel by the Lord's Disciples. The
Lord Jesus had claimed to have been completely in the hands of the Father, and dore His will

sinlesdy. SO the Crucifixion seamed to prove that either God was unjust, OR that Jesus was a
Liar and Blasphemer. Hencethe disciples despair until the Resurredion vindicaed bah.

No natural causeis given - such as a dense dust cloudfrom the desert swept highin
the ar. Even if there was, that it shoud happen when He was being crucified
would have sobered and frightened them. In many heats this may have sown the
seal of doult asto the rightnessof crucifying Jesus - that bore fruit at Penteaost.

27:46 ABOUT THE NINTH **28 HOUR- The hou of Temple saaifice and prayer.
From this time on the Passover Lamb was to be kill ed. JESUS CRIED- Anabac
Used orly here in NT. It's a strong \erb for a powerful emotional apped to God.
The ayonised expresson d an overpowering sense of alienationinvolved in being
the ransom for us snners. ELI, ELI- the Hebrew of Ps 22:1. Both [RT] and [Nes]
have this but for some reason NIV has the Aramaic equivalent Eloi, Eloi, asin Mk
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The Lord's words were more of an exclamation than a question, and Ps 22 is a
dedaration d triumphant faith as the outcome of terrible inescapable suffering.
God, being hdy, must distance Himself from the Son. Whil e the Atoning saaifice
of the Servant-Son was planned and caried ou by God the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, the roles of the Father exading judgment on sin, and d the Son keing made
sinin ou place(and suffering the judgment on sin) necessarily separated them for
the duration. The Son came, delighted to dothe will of the Father, and, as the sin
offering, remained most Holy, Ex 30:10; Lev 6:25, etc, even as He was Made sin,
2 Cor 5:21, as our substitute. Godly people may FEEL God haes abandored them
and in desperation ask why! The Lord stood with us in that. Jesus had been
abandored na only by the Nation's rulers, but by his own town, 13:53-58; His
disciples, 26:56, 69-75; the aowds, 27:15-26, and nawv, by God Himself. That the
words of Jesus weren't despair is made obwvious by its effed on the watching
soldiers, 27:54. As in the garden, He remains loyal to the One He cdls MY God.
When He amerges the victor from this darkness He shous triumphantly IT IS
FINISHED! Jn 1930. He has finished the work God gave Him to dg and the
experience of Father-Son relationship having been restored, He gladly ends His
life on eath with Father into thy hands.. Lk 23.46.

Footnote **28 In Jn 1914 it was abou the 6th hou when Pilate said Behad your King. Perhaps
John, o alater scribe, stated the time under a different time system - one like ours where 6th
hou is 6 am. This would alow 3 hous for the tria etc. In the ancient world men lived withou
watches and clocks and so for them the day was divided into four quarters. One might guessan
event midway between the third and sixth hou as being 3rd hou, ancther as 6th. God could have
given us the exad time, bu as in many other things the Spirit, 2 Pet 1:20-21, chose not to
improve on the human olservations natural to the witnesses.

27:47-49 SOME.. calling FOR ELIAS/Elijah- Eli could be ashortened form of
Elijah= My God is Jehovah. Elijah was taken up to Heaven, 2 Ki 2:9-12. Jews
exped himto return in the last days, as promised, Mal 4:5. See11:14; 17:3, 10-13.
A SPONGE.. FILLE D WITH VINEGAR/ wine- Cheg vinegary wine provided
to guench the thirst of the soldiers. Hiscry | thirst, Jn 1928, seamsto fit here. Cp
Ps69:21. PUT IT ON A REED/stick.. TO DRINK - His hands were nail ed to the
crossbut He could suck some sour wine from the dripping sponge to quench His
thirst. LET BE/leave him alone- Don't get invalved - the role of spedator is sfer.
LET US SEE WHETHER/if ELIJAH WILL COME/comesTO SAVE HIM.
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leave them freeto live. Cp Heb 1020. The aurtain hung letween the Holy Placeof
the Tabernade, Ex 26:31-35; 40:3-27, (Temple, 2 Chr 3:14,) where priests offered
incense, etc, every day and the inner "Holy of Holies' where the Glory Cloud d
God's visible presence was above the Mercy Sea of the Ark of the Covenant, Ex
2522, 40:33-35; 1 Sam 4:4; 1 Ki 8:11. The High Priest alone could enter there,
once ayea, to sprinkle the blood d the Saaifice on the Day of Atonement, Lev
16:2-19. OF THE TEMPLE. WAS RENT/torn- Passve- God (unnamed) did
this, and this is confirmed by the fad that it was ripped FROM THE TOP- The
Curtain was there to show that sinful people wuld na go into God's presence. By
teaing it from top to batom God symbadlising bah a terrible JUDGMENT- The
empty Holiest **29 witnessd to them of God's rgedion d Temple and Priests,
21:43; 23:38. It's nat surprising that many turned to Christ, Acts 6:7. It was also a
Glorious asaurance that the way into the Holiest was now open to ALL repentant
sinners. There was no longer any need for restrictions, priests, saaifices, etc. By
the deah o Christ His people auld enter the presence of God with confidence,
and shoud encourage eat aher to doso, Heb 93-10, 10:25. That His atoning
deah had triumphantly removed the barrier between God and men was physicdly
demonstrated in a way that must have terrified the Priests in the Temple. For the
symbalism, seeEph 211-19; Heb 6:19-20; 10:1-20.

Footnote **29 Ezekiel chapters 9:3; 10:4, 1819; 11:23 spedks of the "Glory Cloud," of the Lord's
visible presence leaving Solomon's temple before it was destroyed and the people taken away as
daves. There is no mention d the Ark of the Lord being brought badk and pu in the Temple
built when they returned, a of the "Glory Cloud;" being in the rebuilt temple. Herod's Temple
was aworld wonder, bu the torn curtain probably reveded oy emptinessand dust - symbadli ¢ of

the religious heat of the Nation which had just crucified their Mesgah. To repair the airtain, and
continue the ritual saaifices was an empty sham. God pu anendtoit in AD 70.

THE EARTH DID QUAKE/shook.. ROCKS- the most solid and seaure things we
know RENT/split- Only Matthew reaords this. Earthquakes are signs/symbals of
God's mighty ads in Judges 5:4; Ps 114:7-8; Joel 3:16. God introduced the second
covenant with an eathquake, now and at the resurredion, 28:2, as He had dore
with the first covenant, Ex 19:18. There is nothing that puts man and hs pride in
its placefaster than an eathquake. One man commented to me on the sight of
shock-waves rolling aaoss the hills during an eathquake, made visible by the
movement of thetrees, "It made you fed mighty small!"

55



cveli, 1L LUl 10.0.

WENT INTO THE HOLY CITY AND APPEARED to MANY people- A small
token of the grea numbers who will one day rise to the Glory of God in Christ.
We're nat told what they looked like, did, or said, and the incident isn't referred to
again. (Presumably they were taken upto Heaven.) We're nat told why God dd
this, and it's unwise to speaulate. But, it would seam that with the darkness and
the eathgqueke it must have made many in Jerusalem uneasy abou God's resporse
to the Crucifixion d Christ, and it would have been a mgjor talking pant, a major
preparation for Pentecost and Peter's message.

27:.54 WHEN THE CENTURION- Roman dficer and the soldiers WITH HIM- In
Mark the officer spoke the words. Matthew says he did so as their spokesman.
SAW THE EARTHQUAKE AND THOSE THINGS. THEY FEARED
GREATL Y/ wereterrified- No-one was mocking now, and they faceal the redity.
TRULY THISSurely he WAS THE SON OF GOD- Pagans generally would
mean that Jesus must have been more than human, a godlike being, etc. But
serving in Israd they would knowv Jews had oy ONE God, and they had head
Jesus mocked for having claimed to be the Son d God. The way the Lord had
triumphantly closed His life, and the eathquake that foll owed, made the daim no
longer ridiculous - they accepted that He was the Son d God. Cp The mnfesson
of the disciples, 14:33. Heaing what Jesus sys, and seang what Jesus does, is the
means by which anyone ammes to Faith and Salvation. Whether this was for any of
the soldiers arecaving d Christ as Saviour and Lord is unclea, but if so it pre-
figures Gentiles confessng Christ and keing added to the Church. At least they
were wnfessng that He was a unique person+ truly righteous, a man who was
what man ough to be. Not merely agoodJew, atrue son d Israd, but a True Son
of Israd's God, a God-approved man.

275556 MANY WOMEN WERE THERE BEHOL DING/watching- Theoreo- To
pay attention kecaise persondly interested. The Lord had entered Jerusaem
surrounced by a rgoicing crowd, 21:8-11. All had forsaken Him, except a few
faithful women and John who in love for Him stood and by watching let His
shame and suffering be engraved ontheir heats and minds to mould their future
words and adions. It's a blessed thing for us today to bring ouselves to the Lord's
table week by week, to set out heats and minds on Christ and Calvary.
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MARY MAGDALENE, MARY MOTHER OF JAMES. JOSES, MOTHER OF
ZEBEDEE'S sons- Zebedeés wife, 20:20. This list, and those in Rom 16, etc ae
a reminder of the millions who are known to God, and will be remembered
eternally for their faithful unpubished service Mary the Mother of Jesus had been
with them, but John Fed taken her home, Jn 1926-27. **30

27:57-61 The Burial of Jesus

(Joseph as a member of the Santedrin, Mk 15:43, had @cessto Pilate. The disciples may
have been brave enoughto ask, bu Fishermen aren't on calli ng terms with Governors.
Roman custom was to throw the body of the aucified ou as comnon rubkish to be
scavenged by dogs etc. The Law forbad this, so the bodes were likdy to be put in an
unmarked grave But, the remains of a crucified man exavated at Giv'at ha Mivtar were
buried in afamily tomb. )

27.57-61 WHEN EVEN WAS COME/As evening approached- In Israd days began
at sunset, so Jesus' day of mockery and pubi c shame was ending, and He would be
with the rich in His deah, Isa 539, buried in honou. The Law required buial
before sunset, Deu 2123 Jn 1931 RICH MAN OF/from ARIMATHEA-
Probably Samuel's home town, 1 Sam 1:1. JOSEPH.. a DISCIPLE of Jesus-
Literally was discipled. In contrast to the rich man in 1916-24, he had let God
work in him - he had been dscipled, not he had dscipled himself. He used the
prominence of richesto gain accessto Pilate, but he used his own handsto care for
the dead body of the Teader and Lord he loved.

Footnote **30 In the work of the Body of Christ ead member is as dependent on every other member
as the members of our human bodes are, 1 Cor 12. The well-being and growth of the body as a
whole is dependent on the well-being, growth, and functioning of ead and every member, Eph
4:16.

HE WENT/Going TO PILATE AND BEGGED/asked for THE BODY OF
JESUS- The Gospels tell us what happened to His body, Acts 2:27 says what
happened to His soul. By his adion Joseph separated himself from the Sanhedrin
initsrgedion d Israd's Messah. This may have st him much lossin this life,
but he had the dernal privilege of serving hs Lord. PILATE COMM ANDED/
ordered THE BODY BE DELIVERED/given to him- After confirming that
Jesus was adrealy dead, Mk 15:44-45,
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MARY MAGDALENE, AND.. OVER AGAINST/opposite THE SEPULCHRE/
tomb- They saw it al, and were cetain where He had been buied. They left and
rested on the Sabbath, but prepared spices after Pasver ended at sunset, Lk
23.56.

27:62-66 Soldiers Guard the Tomb

(Guilty consciences ruled by fear and hdred sharpened the wits of these wicked men, Prov
28:1. Sothey took His promise of resurredion more seriously than dd His disciples.
Their attempt to prevent it being faked served only to establish it more dearly. Matthew
writing for Jewish Christians records this to counter the story paid for by the High
Priests.)

27.62-54 PREPARATION day- The Jewish technicd term for the day before the
Sabbath. Presumably this was the normal weekly Sabbath, as the spedal Passover
Sabbath would have begunas the burial ended. The exad relationship between the
Pasver and weekly Sabbath that yea is unclea. It can't be important in God's
sight as He has left us free to work out as best we can how the various true
statements abou it in Hisword relate to, and modify ead ather.

CHIEF PRIESTS AND PHARISEES- The oppasing wings of the Sanhedrin were
still united in their hatred of Jesus. went to PILATE- If they entered his Palace
presumably they had arealy eden their Passover, Jn 1828. But an dfficer may
have been sent as their spokesman. SAY ING SIR- Kurios- Sir, Lord. They were
willi ng to gve the title to Pil ate that they refused for Jesus their true Lord. People
who refuse to obey the true Lord may well have to baw to evil men.

Footnote **31 Some daim that the Shroud d Turin isthis cloth, and that it preserves the image of the
Lord's body. Impressve dams are made, bu phaos $how that where the doth folds over from

the faceto the bad of the head the distance between the upper and lower image istoo small for a
head to have ever been there.

WE REMEMBER THAT DECEIVER SAID.. AFTER THREE DAYS | WILL
RISE- As in the pubic statement, 12:40. Or Judas may have informed them of
16:21; 17:22-23; 20:17-109.

COMM AND THEREFORE/So gve the order for THE SEPULCHRE/tomb to
BE MADE SURE/seaure UNTIL THE THIRD DAY- A guard placed ouside
the tomb to ensure that the body stayed there. HIS DISCIPLES may COME BY
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SURE/seaure AS YOU CAN/know how- He gives them soldiers, and afreehand
to dowhat they can to enforce their apparent defea of Jesus. But his words hint
they may find it impaosgbleto prevent Jesus kegoing His promise.

SO THEY.. MADE THE SEPULCHRE SURE/tomb seaure- The seaurity of the
guarded tomb is emphasised. SEALING/by putting aseal on THE STONE- A
lump of wet clay moulded into the gap between the rock face ad the stone that
blocked the entrance, and the sed of the Sanhedrin (or the Roman Governor)
stamped onthis. The day would soon dy, and any movement of the stone would
shatter it. A renewed seding after removing the body would lack the sed. Cp The
Lion's den seded in Dan 6:17. Danidl rising from the Lion's den was later linked
with Jesus rising from the dead. SETTING/posting the guard- Roman milit ary
power and the religious power of the old people of God combine to kegy Jesus
down. All they adchieveisto makeit clea that He rose in triumph.

M atthew 28

28:1-15Empty Tomb & Risen Lord

(Mk 16:1-10; Lk 24:1-12; Jn 201-10. The weeping is past andjoy comes in the morning, Ps
30:5; Jn 1621-22. The fact of the resurredion is demonstrated by the ampty tomb,
annourted by earthquake and angl. And the startling joy of His unexpeded risen
presence with the disciples - which replaced their bewildered sorrow and
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conseguences. IThal this transformeda the world tor the better IS ample pI’OOT. enaeson
1 Cor 15)

28:1-4 After THE SABBATH- Which closed at sunset. The darkness of the failed,
outworn Law and Sabbath rest was passng and the Gospel day of the new
covenant was dawning, Heb 86-13. AS IT BEGAN TO DAWN TOWARDS
THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK- The night of the first day of the week was
passng into the dawning o its day. Mk 16:1-2, Lk 24:1; Jn 201 tell us they left
home & onas it was light enoughto see where they were going and arrived at
the tomb at sunrise. There was by then sufficient light for them to be cetain they
were & the right tomb, and d what they saw. Sunrise/Son-rise is a vivid
asociation. From the first Christians proclaimed the 8th day as the day of the new
credion. Christ rose on it, and the Church was formed onit. (In contrast to this
new beginning, Some Jews taught that a New era would begin at the end d
Daniel's 70 weeks, Dan 9:24-27 - asit will for them in the Mill ennium.).

CAME MARY MAGDALENE.. OTHER MARY - The same group d women, not
all named, who had watched the deah and buial of Jesus, 27:56, 61. Jn 201-2
names only Mary Magdalene, but says "WE dont know.." The Guard had been set
after they had left, so their only concern was the heavy stone, Mk 16.3. The
women had been able only to watch whil e Joseph and Nicodemus attended to the
burial neeals of the Lord's body. They now take the ealiest oppatunity to make
the @ntribution which their heat's love moved them to. That the Scripture
honous women as the first witnesses is a mark of authenticity - no ore would
make that up as among Jews women weren't accepted as witnesses. Cp Lk 24:22-
23. Paul lists only men in 1 Cor 15:5-7. The boldness of Peter, the Grace Paul
proclaimed and lived, the sublime truths that come to us through John and the
patient faithfulness of Mary Magdalene and the women are dl recorded to
challenge us.

BEHOLD- Idouis used 64x ty Matthew. It draws attention to ead event as a further
step in the unfolding d Gods glorious, irresistible plan. A GREAT /violent
EARTHQUAKE- Cp Ps 1147. One opens the tombs in 2751-52, but here an
angel does , to let the women in, not the Lord ou. Cp Sinai with Moses, Ex
19:18, Elijah, 1 Ki 19:11.
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They were irrelevant, heIpIeﬁsm the face of the gernal purposes of God, Acts
2:24, but he gives a ammmand to the women. FEAR NOT/Do not be afraid-
Perhaps the Angels glory was compassonately dimmed, so Mark could refer to
him merely as a young man clothed in white. Jewish literature dso cdls angels
youngmen.

| KNOW YOU SEEK/are looking for JESUS.. HE | S'has RI SEN- God (un-named)
has raised Him, Acts 3:15; 4:10; Rom 4:24; 8:11; 10:9; 1 Pet 1:21. just AS HE
SAID- In 1240; 16:21; 17:23; 20:19; 26:32. Angels annourced His coming, 1:20,
etc and nav annource that He has already risen. COME and SEE THE PLACE
WHERE THE LORD LAY - We must come, and seefor ourselves, before we can
horestly go and tell others. Only the Word of God that we're willi ng to receve,
love, and oley, shoud be taught to ahers. They had seen His body laid there,
27:60-61, so they knew the One they saw crucified, 27:55-56 had risen.

GO QUICKLY TELL HISDISCIPLES- The Lord chose to use faithful women to
cary to His Apostles the first message of resurredion. Women are dfedive
personal witnesses, but that didn't make them pulic preaders, 1 Tim 2:12. HE is
going ahead of YOU INTO GALILEE- This suggests that in His risen bod,
Jesus was dill li mited to being in ore place @aatime. Only after the ascension is
He present everywhere with His people, 28.20. THERE you will SEE HIM-
They, and we ae often na told WHY or HOW, but asked to accet what God
reveds of Hiswill, and get on with enjoying and proclaiming the good d it! The
first message to Believersis: Believe what | have said would happen. Go where |
said you were to ga Thaose who oley me will see me. God's commands give us
information, and also make things happen. Fea paralyses minds and mouths - they
neal to grasp the truth with their minds and conwey it with their mouths, and they
are enabled to. We walk by Faith, where He has gore dead, and will gred us on
arrival, Mk 16.:6; Lk 24:11-43; Jn 2038, 11-29; 21:4:-14; 2 Pet 1:16-18; 1 Jn 1:1-4.

28:8-10 THEY DEPARTED QUICKLY/the women hurr ied away- After entering
the Tomb in oledience to the Angel, Mk 16:5-8. WITH FEAR/afraid- A word
used by Matthew only here and in 1426. yet filled with JOY - Fea/awe and joy
are experienced together on very important occasions. They were so overwhelmed
they remained silent until they had time to adjust, Mk 16:8. When they did gve
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FEET AND WORSHIPPED HIM- A sportaneous ad of glad and reverent
worship, 2 Ki 4:27. It also showed the physicd redity of the risen bod/ and His
continuing humanity, Jn 2019-29; 1 Cor 15:35-54. They worshipped Him for He
iIsLord God 410; Deu 6:13, Acts 14:8-18;, Rev 228-9. (KJV Jn 2017 Touch me
not gives the wrong impresson - she was arealy clinging to His fed, and He
asked her to let go, andlet Him move on.)

THEN SAID JESUS.. do NOT be AFRAID- Asin 285. It's natural for usto fea the
supernatural, but the redity of the Lord's resurredion and presence cdled only for
JOY. He was this same Jesus for whase coming we too look forward with joy,
Acts 1:11. They could orly glimpse His rrow in Gethsemane, etc, not share it.
Now in Hisresurredion triumph He is eager for them to share Hisjoy.

GO TELL MY BRETHREN/brothers- My discipleswho | love & brothers, 12:47-
50; Ps22:22;, Rom 8:29; Heb 210-18. His human relatives were welcome to claim
aplace anongthem asin Acts 1:13-14. GO INTO GALILEE.. THEY will SEE
ME- 28:16-20; Jn 21:1-22. Jerusalem/National Israd had turned its bad on Him.
Symbadlicadly He withdrew His own from them and turned to the future - Galil eeis
shared with the Gentiles, Isa 9:1-2, like the durch Heis abou to buld, 16:18, etc.
They didn't have to wait until Galil ee to med Him, Lk 24:43-48; Jn 2019-29. Go
away into Galil eeis equally Come away into Galil eg a cdl from the Risen Saviour
for Believers to walk with Him. When we med Him He asaures us of the glorious
fads of God's Love and triumphant purposes, and cdlsusto pu away fea in arder
to proclaim the Gospel with joyful power and confidencein Himandin it. **32

Footnote **32 That Mary His mother had nospedal place anong those greded by the Risen Christ is
what we shoud exped from 12:46-50.

28:11-15 The Guard & The Jewish Rulers

(Aswith 27:62-66 we're told the facts calmly. As we obey the Lord we too may be faced with
lies from the Enemy's agents. We Know our Lord has made due all owancefor this.)
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take adion to minimise the danger of the truth belng bell eved They did the same
In Acts 4:16-17. Their boast that they were open to proof, 27:42, was empty. Even
resurredion will not convincethase who prefer to ignare God, Lk 16:31.

THEY GAVE a LARGE sum of MONEY- Literally sufficient money. They were

willi ng to hand ower as much as it took, to hide the truth. Money is an aternative
to God that many choase, 6:24; 19:22; 26:14-16. A ot of money can creae alot of
oppasition to the work of God. you are to say, HIS DISCIPLES CAME..
STOLE HIM AWAY WHILE WE were asleg- A ridiculous dory. Soldiers
asleegp on gard duy were liable for the deah penalty. How could anyone roll the
stone avay withou waking them. How could they know what happened if they
were aleg! Why would disciples take the time to, and hov could they, remove
the body and leave the wrappings empty, Lk 24:12; Jn 206-7. Those who refuse to
love and welcome the truth find it easy to believethesilli est lies, 2 Th 211

.. WE WILL keep YOU out of trouble- Pilate could be bribed, but along with

every man they must face God. The true story - that they had been pu out of
adion by seang an angel - was embarrassng and they accepted a large bribe to
tell a wunter-resurredion story. Disciples ow the goodseeal onthe orders of the
Owner of this world. The guards are being well paid to sow tares, and must reg
the consequences, 13:36-43.

THEY/the soldiers TOOK THE MONEY.. THIS story IS COMMONLY

REPORTED/ widely circulated- Nealy 100 yeas later Justin Martyr wrote
against the story as it was common then. We must quietly pread the resurredion,
confident the Holy Spirit can convince men of the truth - aslongasthey can seein
the lives of Believers, the work of the risen Christ, Acts 2:32; Eph 1:19-20. Now
that Israd has rejeded their Messah, Matthew uses the term AMONG JEWS, as
the Gentiles did, 2:2; 27:11, 29, 37. This reminds us that Israd in rgeding its
Messah isfor the present one of the many nations under God's udgment to whom
the Gospel is being sent.

28:16-20 The Lord Jesus Commisgons His Disciples

(Mk 16:14-18; Lk 24:36-49; Jn 20:19-23; Acts 1.6-8. Matthew ignares the other appearances

in Jerusalem, and ends his Gospel with the proclamation that Jesus is the triumphart
Lord of All. Having completed His work the Risen Lord has ALL power. andwe're to be
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sinners, dependent on His Grace who doGod's work. They are ommissoned na
as Leaers, gifted and geda men, but as disciples, who oley their Lord's command
by beingin Galil ee

WHEN THEY SAW HIM THEY WORSHIPPED HIM- To think of Him and His
love, and the debt owed to Him stirs us to love, obey and worship. BUT SOME
**34 DOUBTED- Distazo- They KNEW it was Him risen from the deal by the
marks of hands and fed. That isn't the point. The word Distazo means hesitation
and urcetainty, as in its only other use in 1431 There, Peter, LOOKING TO
THE LORD, walked onthe lake, but having LOOKED ON THE STORM, sank.
The Lord asked why he had DOUBTED- Distazo. Whether we look to the Lord
and oley Him, or look at the drcumstances, may determine how things go with us
also. Some had reservations, things they wish to have sorted ou and clarified -
agendas of their own. That's easy for us too - some worship and serve in self-
forgetfulnessand self-abandomment. Others dorit.

Footnote **33 This may have been when the 500 d 1 Cor 15:6 met Him. Most would be Galil eans as
only 120Disciples were gathering in Jerusalem, Acts 1:15.

Footnote **34 Some have foundit hard to believe that the 11 Disciples could doult, but the Scripture
is plain. Human nature is uncomfortable in the presence of the Lord and His things, and prone to
doult. We may say dlibly that if we could SEE the Lord, and HEAR Him spe&, we would obkey
Him gladly. This reminds us that's not true. The evil heat of unbelief remains in God's people,
and uriesswe chocseto fix our eyes uponJesus, Heb 122, we will find it easy to turn away from
love and joy in His fellowship and service even if we wntinue in the outward form of that
service faithfully, as Ephesus did, Rev 2:1-5. Like us, the Disciples had to cope with weakness
doulds and urcertainties. The Lord and His commands are to be honoued and obeyed by such
people, and He will make their obedience dfedive. We're not to aim at, or claim superiority to
the normal frailty of humanity, 26.:33, a to imagine that thase who lad radiant confidence and
joy, can't love, obey, and effedively serve Him with what they have, 2 Cor 8:12. Cp 53. We
shoud seek to trust and nd be draid, Isa 122, bu when we find that impossble we're to
continue to trust and oley Him, Ps 56:3. When the disciples asked the Lord to increase their
faith, He replied that they didnt need much faith, Lk 17:5-6. Our ladk of confidence is no
handicgp as long as we obey the Lord.

28:18-19 JESUS CAME Usually we read of people ammingto the Lord. Here andin
17:7 the Lord comes to His frail disciples, and lifts them up into His fellowship
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Col 1:13-20; 2:13-15. He proclaims Himself as Heal of the new credion, and
appants them to His servicein the outworking d the triumph o Calvary and the
resurredion. Satan had offered Him authority on eath, on hs terms, withou
suffering, 4:8-9, The Lord on ou behalf yielded Himself to the power of His
enemies, and as aresult has power over al things, for our Salvation, 26:47-54; Isa
53.7; Lk 2252-53; Eph 1:20-23; Phil 2:4-11; Col 1:15-20; 1 Pet 3:18-22.

GO YE THEREFORE- Thevital hinge - what we doisto be determined by and dore
in fellowship with what HE is and daes. AND We're commanded nd just
evangeli se, pread, convert, but to TEACH/make disciples- Matheteuo- To make
Disciples- Mathetes. Not merely open the doar, but to lead people through the
doa to live under His Lordship with us. A proclaiming d Christ (using the pulpit,
persona contad, radio, printed material, TV or internet) that urges men to come
into a persona relationship with Him, make apulic commitment to Him, and
lean to experience His Lordship and fellowship. Disciples is a favourite word of
Matthew - he uses it 72x, but make disciples/instruct occurs only in 1352; 27:57,
Acts 14:21. We can't dothat on ou own. The Lord made Peter etc disciples by His
cdl, andtheir obedience, 4:17-22; 9:9-10; 10:1-4. He still does that but He spe&s
through s to cdl and tead them. To make disciples is the primary command -
the participles baptising, and teaching are aspeds of that main task, ways of
caryingit out. See &so Lk 24:47-48; Jn 21:15; Acts 1:8; Rom 15:18. 2 Cor 5:17-
19, and OT commisgonings, Ex 7:2; Deu 31:14-15, 23; Josh 1:1-9; 1 Chr 22:1-16;
Jer 1:1-10.

Footnote **35 For the Missonto Israd, 10:1-10, the Lord sent them out from His presence and gave
eat o the 12 Exousia- Authority-power to work mirades. Working mirades is not part of the
world-wide misson d the durch and He gives nore of us independent authority and power.
Instead He Himself holds ALL Exousia and He is with ead o us, and as we try to obey Him,
and share with Him in Hiswork, He makesiit effedive. Cp 1820; 23.6-12.

of ALL NATIONS- Their proclamation restricted to Jews, 10:5-6; 15:24, had fulfill ed
its purpose, and Jewish unlelief had opened to the world the Gospel doa to God
andto gory, 21:43; 22:8-9; Gen 123; Jn 316, Rom 11:11-15; Gal 3:8. Israd had

Him kill ed (unwittingly) as an atoning saaifice for the sin of the world, Jn 1:29,
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confesed repentance This baptism confesses our pubic commitment to
fellowship with the triune God in response to His invisible commitment of
Himself to usin baptising us with His Spirit, 1 Cor 12:13.

IN- Eis- Into, **36 a relationship with. THE NAME- There is only ONE Name, in
which al Threeunite. Cp Jn 17.11; Phil 2:9. The expresson comes from the world
of banking etc, into the acount of, posesson d. Naming in the Credion story
expreses ownership. At baptism believers proclaim their new ownership, and are
entered into the acournt books of God - are under new management. They take
their placeln the fellowship of those who worship God the Father through the
work of the Son, and by the enabling d the Holy Spirit. That this involved pulic
iImmersion in water stated what those who witnessed it shoud exped to see- a
changed life-style, Rom 6:1-23.

THE FATHER, SON, HOLY GHOST/Spirit- As baptism is recorded only in the
name of Jesus it seams this isn't a baptism formula, but a description o what
baptism did. In Acts the emphasis is on their being baptised into the name of
Jesus, Acts 2:38; 8:16 - that was where the aunch came. The name of the Father
was common to all Jews. The dallenge was Crucify Jesus OR Crown Jesus.
Althoughthe threefold charader of God is gated elsewhere only in the blessng
in 2 Cor 13:14. the Father spoke, and the Spirit visibly descended at the Son's
baptism, 3:16-17. The Spirit visibly descended in Acts 2 when He baptised the
then dsciples into the body of Christ, His church. Since then all who believe/are
added to the dhurch are baptised by the same Spirit, Acts 12:33; 1 Cor 12:13. And
those of whom this is true ae to be brough into visible aciation with the
visible church, by being visibly immersed in water, and so pladng themselves
visibly into association with God and His people.

Footnote **36 Eisisused in TO Bethlehem, INTO the house, INTO Egypt, 2:8, 11, 13etc and used
of Baptism in Acts 8:16, 195, Rom 6:3; Ga 3:27. Their future life and reputation are
permanently linked with Godss.

2820 TEACHING THEM- Being baptised is a commitment to leaning how to live
in that union with Christ Crucified, buried and risen that baptism pictures.
Teading is the method by which truth is passed on Jn 1720; 2 Tim 2:2. Cp Ex
7:2; Deu 1:3; 6:1; 30:8; Josh 1:7-8; 22:2; Jer 1:7. Paul makes it clea that the
preading d Christ crucified, not baptism was the means of their Salvation, 1 Cor
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Way the further development of the rest of the NT would buld on HIS eafthly
ministry **37 through His further teadings, Jn 1612-14; Acts 1:1-2; 10:9-29;
Rom 16:25-27; 1 Cor 2:7-16; 14:37, €tc.

AND LO/surely | AM WITH YOU ALWAY /always- This has its roots in Ex 3:12;
Josh 15, 9; Isa41:10; 43.5. When He sent the twelve out in 101, He delegated
authority to them, but here He holds the authority and assures them of His
presence, and therefor His enabling, Acts 1:8. At times of speda stress He
repeaed this asuurance, Acts 18:10, 2 Tim 4:17. Cp Dan 1213. He cane & God
with us, 1:23, and His asaured presence ®ntinues timelesdy - | AM with you. Cp
Gen 2815; Jn 1414-23; Acts 1810, and the dfed of His presence with Joseph,
Gen 392, 21. The promiseisto obkedient disciples edficdly, in their obedience,
even thoughthey were uncertain and hesitant.

EVEN to THE very END- Surteleia- A bringing to completion together. Sun= with,
Teleo= to complete. WORLD/age- Aion- Age, period d time that has certain
charaderistics. Cp 133940, 49; 24:3. The end d this Age will come when God
has achieved the perfed completion d His plans and puposes for it. When the
outworking d God's purposes for mankind reades the goal for which He made
man. AMEN- [RT].

Footnote **37 What Matthew has given us is FOUNDATIONAL for the Church, and also for the
Millennial Kingdom, bu a foundation isn't for living in. We live in the house that is built on
Christ the foundition, and what He has given us through the founditional Apostles and Prophets,
Eph 220. They unfold "Mysteries’ previously unreveded, Rom 11:25; 16:25; 1 Cor 2:7; 4:1,
13:2; 15:51-52, Eph 19-11; 3:3-12; 5:32, 6:19; Col 1:26-28 22-4; 4:3; 1 Tim 3:16; Rev 1.20.

All Bible and World History came together at the Cross What God accomplished there in
Christ isto spread out fromit into al the world with its "GOSPEL= Good News."

Thisisn't a cosy reassurance that God will complete His work. It commands all of us who He
has saved to take our placein the work so dl the world has the chance to know the truth

of Jn 316.Cp 1Cor 1:14-21; 15:10, 58 2 Cor 5:14-6:1.
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Knowing that these are ours fredy in Christ, crucified andrisen, helps to lift us out of the
tyranny and bondag of self, sin, worldlinessand S&an, andliberates us into the awe and
joy appropriate for thase who know the Son of God who loved them and gave Himself
for them. Blessed be His Name.

E. Read 15.4.2000.
(Correction or Criticism with a view to improvement is appreciated.)

A though-provoking summary borrowed from my Brother-in-Christ, Geoff Stedman.
7 Picturesfrom the Cross

Mt 10:38. Self-surrender stimulated. Christ saves us from a doamed selfish life by His Cross

Eph 2:16. People reconciled. Christ heds human dvisions by His Cross

Rom 6:6. Old naure imnobilised. Two people died on His cross The material on which
Satan hes a stranglehold was separated so that Satan has noinvincible foothald on s.

Gal 2:20. New Nature energised. Creaed in Hisimage, thered | is onthe qossas far as the
world gaes, bu livesto God.

Col 2:14.Bill recepted. The very nail s of the adoss pike, as paid, the debt our sinsincurred.

Gal 6:14. Temptation faced. The aossis a palisade, a no-man's land, separating my new life
from the world's pleasures.

Gal 3:1. Forgivenessproclaimed. As a magistrate proclaims an aqyuittal, even as a dharm is
suppased to ward against the evil eye, Christ onthe aossdisarms evil. "Jesus is the name
that charms us, He for conflict fitsand arms us."

7 thoughtson the Burial

1 Cor 15:4. Fulfilment of Scripture. The perfed Saviour perfedly completed all that was
written.

Mt 28:13. Evidenceto unkelief. The fad of His deah was put beyond chall enge by His burial.

Jn 20:7-8. Evidenceto belief. Gravedothes confined Lazaus, bu liberated Johrt symbals of
deah confirm the resurredionto him and ws. "His crossdispels ead douls; | bury in His
tomb, Each thougtt of unbelief and fea, Eadh lingering shade of gloom."

Jn 12:7. Anticipation an oppotunity and dessng. Mary was the only one to foresee the
burial, to value Him rightly, believe Him whally and honow Him quickly. God used her
for aunique prophetic adionthat still stirsthe faith of others.

Jn 19:38-39. Oppartunity to share His regjedion. Joseph d Arimathea and Nicodemus were
given this last oppatunity to dedare their faith. We ae not committed to a world which
can go onfor days withou its Lord.

Lev 16:22. Picture of the removal of guilt. Like the scgpegoat, "Buried He caried my sins far
away." "We stand beyond the doam of al our sin, through Jesus empty tomb... in His
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1 Cor 15:7. Our hope fed throughit. Every appeaance of Christ In resurredion was to a
doulder.

Rom 6:4. Our conduct dictated by it. His resurredion shows us that we can live & dea to
sin.

Rom 14:9. His Lordship the aim of it. In Jn 21 He is Lord of the disciples service (fishing),
their neals (bre&fast), their worship and love and ministry (John, Peter), and d their
departure (John, Peter).

Other booklets:

Listening tothe Lord:- 1 & 2 Kings; Habakkuk, Ruth, Haggai; Matthew; Romans; 1
& 2 Corinthians; Colossans; 1 & 2 Thessalonians; 2 Peter & Jude; Revelation.
Looking to the Word:- Abortion ProtestsLesons from Sodam; Guidance The
Believer & Evil. The Law, the Lord & Us; Pre-Reformation Church History; A N
Groves & the Brethren Movement (Reformation towards NT Church

Pradice)GodsWord in English - KJV etc.

Copies of al these ae avail able freefrom the writer:
Mr E. Red,
F2/55Middeton Rd.,
Christchurch, 4.
New Zedand.

Much of this material is avail able on"the Web" - http://www.vision-nz.co.nz/lbc/.
FAX Messages snt to New Zedand O3 379 999@will be passd onto me.

Please fed freeto use any material from any of these boolets in any way to the
glory of God.
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