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méssage of Scribture is clothed in varying Ianguége in the origina, as in
trandations.

CHAPTER 17

17.1-27 Glimpse of the KINGDOM & t he Weaknessof Human
Faith
17:1-13 The Transfiguration

(Mk 9:2-13; Lk 9:28-36. In 16:28 the Lord promised some Disciples would SEE THE SON
OF MAN IN HIS KINGDOM- See a foretaste of what the world will see in His future
Kingdom Glory, 25:31. Cp 2 Pet 1:16-17; Jn 1:14. Jesus usually looked like an ordinary
person, Isa 53:2. It was the glory of His character, and works of compassionate power
that led Peter to realise who He was, 16:16. **1

17:1-2 AFTER SIX DAY S From 16:28. Probably a week - counting the days
between the first and last. Luke says abou 8 days - courting the days at BOTH
ends. **2

JESUS- Jehovah the Saviour. took PETER, JAMES, JOHN- Privileged to have
spedal revelations of His power, Mk 5:37, and suffering, Mt 26:37, so they could
provide a thredold testimony as to what had happened. INTO A HIGH
MOUNTAIN- Associated with revelations from God, as at Sinai. APART/by
themselves- Much fell owship with Godisindividual or small group.

He WAS TRANSFIGURED- Metamorphoo- To change into another form, Mk 9:2.
In becoming human His glory had been velled, Jn 1:14. Now, a measure of His
Glory was all owed to shine out, so they saw that He was indeed Emmanuel, 1:23.
The Glory cloud had shown that God was present in the Tabernade, Ex 40:34.

Footnote **1 Peter had confessed his Lord as the Son d God 1616, and nav sees Him in this role.
He had protested against His auffering and deah, 1621-22, and nav sees and heas Moses and
Elijah sped of His Exodos Lk 9:31, onthe Cross This will be the fulfilment of what had been
written in the OT, and the basis of all God can dofor man in the Church, a in the Glory and
Judgment of the cming Kingdom.)

Footnote **2 Possble symbolism - 6 days of Creaion, Moses waiting for the Lord to reved His
Glory, Ex 24:16. Day of Atonement 10th, Feast of Tabernades, symbad of Kingdom Rest, 15h,
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AUATIS TdCe CEscU L0 Sine in gory Wwrier e 1€, DUl iViesadn would restore tiat
glory to man. We're promised that when ou Lord comes we will share His Glory,
being manifested as God's sons, Rom 8:19. Cp 2 Pet 1:3-4.

17:3-4 THERE APPEARED MOSES- Moses had ded and been buied by God, Deu
34:5-6. Jews believed he was later raised and taken to gory - hinted at in Jude 9.
Elijah- Had been taken upaliveto Glory. *4 TALKING WITH Jesus- Showing
the LAW and the PROPHETS witnessed to Jesus, as the ONE who would
complete God's work - His Mesgah. God reveded Himself to bah Moses and
Elijah at Sinai. Both were rejeded by the people and honowed by God with fire
and dory, Ex 1918; 34:29-35; 40:34-35; Lev 9:24; 1 Ki 18:38; 2 Ki 1:10-12
2:11. Jews expeded Moses and Elijah would return. Elijah was assciated with
Messah in Mal 4:5-6.

THEN PETER- They'd dazed off and woke confused/afraid, Mk 9:6; Lk 9:32. Our
nature iswedk, 26:41, and can fall asleg while waiting for God to reved Himself
in Hisglory, or distressas in Gethsemane. Our natural self is never comfortable in
God's presence. Martha readions are more ommon than Mary ones, Lk 10:38-42.
Cp Sarah, Gen 16

LORD- Asin 1622, Peter starts well, yet again tries to tell Him what shoud be dore.
When God bkegins to show He is working we, like Peter, are often eager to DO
something, put up a building, build an organisation. Our fallen nature knows that
doing so would leare us in control of the situation, and retain ou sense of self
iImportance Using ou "Getting bwsy for God' as an excuse to get out of His
presence with a hurried "Thanks." Peter has to lean that leadership in God's
church isn't thinking d things to dofor God, but of letting Jesus gee and dang
what He says. GOOD FOR US TO BE HERE- Expressng ther joy at the
privilege. Or possbly that it's just as well we're here to be of use, by providing
shelters.

Footnote **3 The Saints will shine like the sunin His kingdom, 1343. Already we have the privilege
of being Metamorphooc Transformed, Rom 12:2; 2 Cor 3:18, as we read Gods Word
expedantly, looking to Jesus, Heb 122, and alow His Spirit to transform us, Col 3:10. The
behadding/refleding is ONE word/adion. We can't SEE what we aen't willi ng to BE, and Vice-
versa. Our Open faced exposing our whole self and life to the Lord in His Word is esentia. To
LOOK on Christ crucified isto LIVE, Num 21:6-9; 1sa45:22; Jn 314-16. To GAZE uponHim is
to be TRANSFORMED. Let's concentrate our attention on ow Lord and His Atoning deah for



raitrrul servaiit O 04, ReED o 1-0. IVIOSES alld Elljarn were UlsCusarlly s EX00U
with Jesus, Lk 9:31. Peter was eager to make them more comfortable here on
eath. Human attempts at doing something goodfor God are often silly. There was
no sense in the Lord staying onthe Mourt and men coming to fall before His
glory.

17:5-6 WHILE HE was dill speaking- God interrupts Peter. A BRIGHT CLOUD-
Clouds, often linked with fire and/or bright glory, are asciated with God
reveding Himself, Ex 1321-22; 14:19-20; 16:10; 19.16-18; 24:16-18; 33.9;
40:34-38, Num 16:42; 1sa 6:1-8, etc. God reveding Himself in clouds symbalises
man's inability to seeGod in the stark redity of HisBeing, Jn 1:18, 1 Tim6:16. To
be reveded in a Cloud is to be partially conceded in a doud God in mercy
acommodates what He reveds of Himself to our limitations, Ex 33:20-22.

OVERSHADOWED/enveloped THEM- Enfolding them all in its awe-inspiring
brightness Lk 9:34. A VOICE OUT OF/from THE CLOUD- Ex 24:16. In 317
the voice was from Heaven - here Hearen had come down to them. Behold a
CLOUD... Behold a VOICE... expresss dramatic excitement. THIS IS MY
BELOVED SON/whom | love- God's only Son, the authorised full revelation o
His Being and Purpose, Jn 1:18. All God's children are "sons" only in HIM, by
virtue of Him, Rom 8:9-17. IN WHOM /with Him | AM WELL PLEASED- In
3:17 God stated His pleasure in the form in which Jesus took up His ministry.
Now, He does  confirming the truth of Peter's confesson, and d the Son's
proclamation d His suffering and deah, 16:16-21. Ps 2:7 had dedared His Being,
Col 1:1519, and Isa 42:1 His Work in similar words. Christ, standing in Glory
between two Giants of the OT, had alrealy predicted the Crosswhere He will be
nailed up onCalvary between two criminals, 27:32-54. **5

HEAR/listen to HIM- He is the One who must be obeyed, Deu 1815-19. A rebuke to
those who like Peter try to tell the Lord what He shoud dg 16:21-23. And a
reminder that In Jesus Christ He has made His full and final revelation, Heb 1:1-3.
The oontinuity between OT Moses and Elijah, faithful servants of God, and NT
Jesus their Lord, is to be valued, but we must listen to HIM - as they fulfil their
function d pointing to Him, and being re-interpreted by Him. When we pay
attention to Christ and honowu Him, God is honoued, 11:27; etc. We're nat to
preatcy human ideas abou God and Salvation. We're to preat Christ crucified,
andtead what He taught, 28:20, 1 Cor 1:17-25.
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ignaancethat leads us to get and teat wrongvideas about God. The Igﬁdant in 2
Pet 3:16 are in fad Amathes- undscipled, thase unwilli ng to follow the Lord as
disciples.

17.:7-11 JESUS.. TOUCHED THEM- In comforting fellowship asin, 8:15; 9:25, 29.
don't be AFRAID. THEY.. SAW.. JESUS ONLY- Any revelation d Christ/
contad with Him is dealy to sinful man, but His purpose is not to condemn us,
but to raise us up into fellowship with Himself. The GOOD for which God ower-
rules al our circumstances, is that Christ shoud fill our gaze and we be
transformed, Rom 8:28-30; 2 Cor 3:17-18; Heb 121-3. What a comfort it is that
The Lamb is all the Glory, in Immanwel's land. The thunders of Sinai and Elijah's
Prophetic violence in forcing men badk to God, have no dacein the Church o
which Christ is Heal.

Don't TELL - 8:4; 9:30; 12:16; 16:20. THE VISION/what you have seen- The Word
Isused of Moses sdng the burning bush, Acts 7:31. UNTIL.. RISEN AGAIN/
raised- Aspromised in 1621. The Jews were over-anxious for Christ to come and
save them from Rome, but nat interested in His coming to save them from sin.
Until He had died for our sins and been raised again there was no Gospel, and no
future glory. Till then spe&king d His glory would make it harder for people to
believe He must suffer. Peter dedared it in due @urse a recorded in 2 Pet 1:16-
19, but contrasted the temporary revelation onthe mourntain with the more sure
word of prophecy, God's Word, which we can hdd in ou hand whenever we wish.

WHY do THE SCRIBES/teachers- The official interpreters of the OT. say Elijah
MUST FIRST COME?- As in Ma 4:5. Perhaps wondering if Elijah being
present on the mountain was linked with this.

Elijah SHALL /must FIRST COME AND RESTORE ALL THINGS- Used in
12:13 for restoring a aippled hand. Israd was as a nation spiritually crippled.
Elijah was to restore to aright relationship with ead ather parents and children,
Mal 4:5-6; neighbous, LXX Mal 3:22-23. In the ealy Church it was understood
that this referred to a future puldic coming d Elijah who would succeda in
preparing Israd so at the Lord's return a significant number would as a nation ke
restored to the kingdam. This fits the promises of Acts 3:17-23; Rom 9-11. See
Booklet on Rom 9-11.



salvation. (See notes on 818-20.) Will refuse to adknowledge, and will mistrea
Him also, 16:13-20. They expeded Elijah and Mesgah would come in powver, but
they came in suffering. Withou the Cross Christ's Coming could bring ony
Judgment. But having dedt with Sin a His FIRST Coming, He can now
righteously return bringing Salvation to the Redeemed, and Judgment to persistent
rebels, Rom 10 & 11: 1 Cor 15:20-28; Col 1:13-20; 2:13-15; 2 Th 1:5-12; Heb
9:26-28; 2 Pet 3:1-10, etc. THE DISCIPLES UNDERSTOOD HE was talking
about JOHN.

17:14-21 Demoniac Lad Set Free/Epil eptic Healed

17:14-18 WHEN- Moses came down and foundthe Golden Calf, Ex 327-35. LORD-
Or Sir, Mk and Lk have Teaher. HAVE MERCY.. MY SON.. ISLUNATICK/
has sizures- Sdeniazomai- Moorstruck. **7 The symptoms are like Epil epsy, a
sicknessof the brain, but in this case the caise was demon passesson, 17:18, Mk
9:17. suffering agawy.. falls INTO FIRE- It was both painful, and life
threaening.

O FAITHLE SSunbelieving PERVERSE GENERATION- The we& disciples, and
peoplein general asin 1116-19; 12:38-45. Cp Moses comment on h's generation,
Deu 325, 20. They both facel the frustration d God's purposes through people
being urwilli ng to believe God, and keing perverse - obstinate, twisted, messd
up. HOW LONG.. WITH YOU?- Cp Num 14:11. HOW LONG SUFFER/put
up with YOU- A reminder of the constant load of self-humbling frustration the
Lord faced, and cdls us to, Phil 2:5-8. JESUS REBUKED- Used of rebuking the
storm, 8:26, and the disciples, 12.16. demon DEPARTED/came out.. the boy..
CURED/healed- Exorcism, AND Heding d adiseaseit seans.

17:19-23 WHY.. YOUR UNBELIEF- Apistia. [RT] little faith- Oligopstia [Nes]
They had been gven authority to ded with such cases, 10:1, but failed to exercise
it. We have not been gven such authority, but we dso are & times unwilli ng to
trust and oley such commands/ promises as 6:25-34; Rom 6:14. This grieves the
Lord, and robs His people of blessngs. Prayerlesqessis powerlessiess Mk 9:29;
Jas 4:2.

Footnote **6 Some &k IF the Jevish naion HAD accepted John, andChrist, would they have
receved the Kingdan then? bu, like many questions, this makes no sense. Israd as a nation was
6



trustful obedience to God's Word links us with the dmighty power of the Living
God, so we nedal orly enoughFaith to ask for what is God's will. Such faith is
conscious of itsinadequacy, Mk 9:24; Rom 4:5. 2 Cor 12:10. It's not the gredness
of our faith that enables God to work, but God's gracethat enables us to have faith.
Withou love faith is pointless 1 Cor 13:2. can SAY.. MOUNTAIN.. IT will- A
saying intended to shock. See21:21; 1sa 54:10;, Zedch 4:6-7. The problem we face
may sean mourtain-huge. Our Faith may be mustard-seed small. But God hes the
power TO DO HS REVEALED WILL if we're willi ng to co-operate with Him -
willing to ask/ trust/ obey. It's nat for us to set ourselves to do anything!
NOTHING IMPOSSBLE.

THIS KIND.. PRAYER AND FASTING- [RT] Seans to have been added to later
Mssfrom Mk 9:29. AlthoughFasting seans additional even there. JESUS SAID..
BETRAYED- As in 1621, 17:12. KILL HIM.. THIRD DAY BE RAISED
AGAIN/tolife. EXCEEDING SORRY /filled with Grief.

17.:24-27 Jesus & the Temple Tax

(Shoud Christian Jews, as Gods children, pay to suppat the Temple? This concerned
Matthew's readers as he alone records the Lord's example which says - Youre nat
obliged to, bu if not paying dfends others, pay. God can pgrovide the means to doso. To
this day Faith claims the freedom of sonship. Love moves ns to limit the freedom they
execise so ousiders come to Faith, 1Cor 9:19-22; Gal 5:13)

17.24-27 TRIBUTE/tax- God commanded eat man courted in the ceasusto pay this
ONCE, Ex 30:11-16; 38:25-26. The Pharisees made it an annual levy - Herod's
Temple, it's gaff and saaifices were expensive beyond God's intention. The men
of Qumran paid it only oncein alifetime. The Sadducees refused to pay. But most
Jewish men paid it as a matter of patriotic pride. After AD 70 the Romans diverted
it to be paid to the Temple of Jupiter, so this was written before AD 70. It was half
of the penny paid labourers for aday's work.

YOUR MASTER PAY ?- Rabbis could be exempted, as were priests. Did Jesus pay?
YES/He does. JESUS.. WHAT do you think, SIMON.. DO KINGS.. OF
THEIR OWN CHILDREN/sons?- At that time they didnt. PETER answered..
OF STRANGERS/others JESUS said.. CHILDREN FREE/sons exempt- On
the basis of normal custom, as God's on He was exempt from paying tax to God/
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asin 315 He identified Himself with the Godly in Israd. To avoid making it hard
for patriotic Jews to accept Him, He would join them in paying. In love for others
we must consider their consciences, 1 Cor 8:8-13. **8

GO.. TAKE UP THE first FISH.. open its MOUTH.. A PIECE OF MONEY /four
drachma coin- The Levy for two men. Where God's srvants are serving Him, He
provides the means by which they can doso. GIVE FOR my tax and yours- Not
US - Oneisthe Son, the other aDisciple.

CHAPTER 18
18:1-35Values & Fellowship Among God's People

(How to behavein the Christian community, in which ALL Believes are Little Ones, yet are
resporsible for the good d all. Pride, with the desire to be prominent, is the great danger
asit blocks entry into the Kingdam, is carelessabout hurting ahers, andits unwilli ngness
to forgive shows that a man has noreal part in the Kingdan.)

18:1-14 Greatness& Littleness

(Mk 9:33-37; Lk 9:46-48. The Lord's words are an encouragement andwarning to al who serve Him
amongchildren, and dher littl e people. In Lk 15:3-7 the Lord as shepherd seels lost sheg. Here
we'reto sharein His shepherd care for weak Christians who wander off.)

18:1-4 WHO IS GREATEST IN THE KINGDOM- In the Church form, or beyond
that. Everyonein it is greaer than John, 11:11. Peter had been gven prominence,
then rebuked, 16:18-23. James and John red been privileged with him, 17:1-8.
They'd just been talking about Kings etc, 17:25-27. The question implies how does
one go abou beooming ged. Rabbis argued whether greaness would be
determined by righteousness Ps 11:7, leaning in Torah and Mishnah, charitable
goodworks, or martyrdom.

JESUS CALLED A LITTLE CHILD- The dild, by coming when cdled, was an
example of those who were in the Kingdam because they came when they were
cdled. VERILY | SAY/tell you the truth- An emphatic statement. EXCEPT..
CONVERTED/change- Srepho- To turn - from seeking personal greaness Jer
45:5. By being concerned abou gredaness in the Kingdan the Disciples were
heading in the wrong dredion, not behaving like datizens of the Kingdan. The
world honous those who seek and gain personal greaness God daesn't - it's the
Satanic goal.



when | cdled im. NOT/never ENTER THE KINGDOM- Never be part of
God's new world. John cdled for repentance, confesson that they were unfit for
the Kingdan. Christ offered New Birth, Jn 112-13 3:1-6; Rom 10:1-13.
Whoever HUMBLE HIMSELF.. GREATEST- A sdf-conscious display of
humility, or working at being humble in order to be exalted 1 Pet 5:6 isridiculous.
The goodchild doesn't belittl e itself, nor shoud we.

18.5-7 RECEIVE/welcomes a LITTLE CHILD- Or the unimportant believers, of
10:40-42; 18:6-14. IN MY NAME- Becaise of what | mean to you, or on my
behalf, on my orders. Welcomes M E- The Lord switches from using the diild as a
model disciple, to the child as needingto be caed for. To receve the least member
of the Kingdam is to receve the King, 25:31-46, who loves and cares for all His
own, Deu 1429, Ma 3:5. To accept very ordinary Christians, value them, giving
ourselves in warm ways to them, Rom 12:16, is a mark of closenessto the Lord,
and therefore of importance/usefulnessin His Kingdan. We tend to pay attention
to greder people, Jas 2:1-13.

|f anyone OFFEND/causes to stumble ONE OF THESE LITTLE ONES- Mikros-
Small, unimportant people. (It's been little diild- Paidion, in 191-5) Those who
become His disciples by accepting their smallness spiritual inadequacy, and are
born again, Cp Lk 17:1-2. who BELIEVE IN ME- Being child-like is essntial
for entering the Kingdan. Such people ae vulnerable. The Lord cares for ead
one, and we must fellowship with Him in this, 5:3-12; 10:42; 11:25; 25.40-45.
They must be welcomed, not hindered from growing upin Him througha lad of
friendy help or being set a bad example, or having their faith misdireded from
Christ by false teating. Cp Being stumbled, 5:29-30; 11.6; 15:12; 16:23; 17:27,
24:10; 26:31-35.

WOE- 11:21; 23:13-36. to THE WORLD- The tragedy of the world is the existence
of things which make men sin. OFFENCES/such things must COME- It's part of
the frustration to which this world has been subjeded, so people will see their
nead, CUT OFF CAST/throw away- Not self-mutilation bu handing ower one's
desire andrecave gradous slvation, and be manifested as God's ns, Rom 8:18
25. In a rebel world discouragement from faith in Christ is inevitable but
Inexcusable.

Footnote **9 Those who enthuse @ou the innacence, nonassertiveness urselfishness humility, etc
of infants must have shut themselves in their study while someone dse battled to tame their
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WOE TO the MAN- That we dl sin/offend Jas 3:2; 1 Jn 1.7-8, and neoneis perfed,
in Nno way excuses our sinning. Bad examples, decet and dscouragement are
inevitable tests that all must face just as heresies are inevitable, 1 Cor 11:19. They
may be used for God, but the Lord in His love warns us against causing them.

18:8-9 IF HAND- Things you da FOOT- Where you gq the diredion your life is
going. EYE- What you look at, goals you aim at. OFFEND/ causes you to sin-
Seeb:29-30. It is YOUR OWN hand, foat, eye, nat other people who must be aut
off. To avoid stumbling ahers we must avoid stumbling ouselves - living below
what we know to be God's will, Jas 4:17. Our abiliti es and their exercise may be
goodin themselves but must be ait off if as a result someone is sumbled, Rom
14:21; 1 Cor 8:13. So Paul restricted himself for the benefit of others, 1 Cor 10:31-
33. In 527-30 the Lord's warning poteded women. Here it proteds little
people/children. To hut ourself by tolerating attradive evil will corrupt/kill our
spiritual life. To kill it i sto preserve our life and that of others, 16:25.

CUT OFF CAST/throw AWAY - Not self-mutil ation, but handing over one's desires
and cagpaaties to Christ and the Crossand living wisely, fredy and joyfully in the
power of His resurredion, Rom 8:1-16; Gal 2:20; Phil 3:4-21. Failure to ded with
temptation by handing ower the infeded/cancerous part to God the Surgeon, risks
infeding ahers. And it leares usin an urspiritual state, unable to help athers, Gal
6:1. BETTER- Kalos- Good and tkeautiful TO ENTER LIFE- The future Glory
when it's reveded. To the world it may seem that our missng ou on the violent,
drunken and sexually immoral pleasures makes us maimed or crippled. But by
rgjeding the works of our sinful nature, we're enjoying the fruits of the Spirit,
Rom 8:6-13: Gal 5:19-24. RATHER THAN.. FIRE- Better go limping into life
than legoinginto Hell! Discipleship huts but it's hedthy. **10

18:10-14 DESPISE NOT/do not look down on- 6:24; Lk 189, Jn 7:49. LITTLE
ONES- Mikros- Little people- children, the poar, uneducaed, nonadieving.
Consider them/their welfare important. IN HEAVEN THEIR ANGELS
ALWAYS see THE FACE OF MY FATHER- Jews believed in Guardian
Angels, 1 angel to cae for 1 Jew, as in the gocrypha book Tobit. As they
though only the most important angels had accessto God this would confirm that
Little ones are important to God. **11

Footnote **10 When we enter into life it won't be in maimed bodes but in bodes of glory like our
Lord, Phil 3:21; 1 Jn 3:1-3. No good cesire frustrated ou of love for God a man will be lost.
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spirit. Cp 1426.

FOR THE SON OF MAN.. LOST- [RT] Many Msshave this, but al haveit in Lk

19:10, where it clealy fits as it refers to Zacdaeus being found and rebukes the
self-righteous who ohed to Jesus concern for the Lost. Here the words bre& the
flow of though, which is to stir up OUR concern for the straying, so the Older
Mssmay beright. Still it sets us an example even if it is quated from Luke.

A MAN.. LEAVE NINETY NINE.. IF HE FIND/finds it- He's happy with every

sheep that doesn't wander off, but there's aspedal joy in the restoration d one that
was lost. The story teades that the welfare of ONE ordinary Believer, a helpless
littl e one, is a matter of concern to God, and shoud be so to us. We shoudn't be
indifferent to those who wish to gotheir own way but shoud have ashepherd care
for them, Prov 2723, Ezek 344, 6. It's NOT THE WILL.. LITTLE ONES
SHOULD PERISH/be lost- Be lost from Him. Or the Gre&k may mean Self-
destruct. It's middle voice often an adion ore does to oreself. No sin, or its
punishment, is the will of the Father, but against His will some dhoaose to perish,
23:37-38, or we may waste our lives, 1 Cor 3:10-15.

18:15-35 Maintaining Fellowship in the Church

(Saved sinners dill have sinful natures, andso gve offence, repent and read to be forgiven.

(In

Disciples need to dscipline themselves, 188-10, a be disciplined. Those forgiven and
born into God's family by Grace, neal to show gracein forgiving each aher to maintain
family fell owship. Before tackling these problems the Lord has brought things into focus
by speaking d the Glorious Church He is building, 1618; Eph 527, and & His concern
for the least member, 1812-14)

18:15-20 Dealing with Difficult Brothers

5:21-26, the desire to worship God, andthe cetainty of punshment, is to move the
Offender to pu things right. Here, the one least to blame, the offended ore, instead o
using the offence as an exaise for wandering df, 1812, is, likethe shepherd, 18 10-14,to
seekout the offender andtry to win him back into fell owship. The last resort is to involve
the whole dhurch, andthe Lord asaures us of His suppat and pesence in whateve
dedsions must be made. Finally those who maintain fellowship and pay for the same
things are asured o His resporse. Nothing here suppats the idea of a Church
hierarchy. It'salocal church working asa group d brothers, 18 20; 23:8-12.)
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small aspossble.

AGAINST **13 you- Wrongs or injures you in some way. We're to turn the other
cheek, 5:38-42, and nd to adopt a aiticd judgementa attitude, 7:1-15, but that
doesn't make offensive behaviour by a brother a matter of indifference We're to
spe&k the truth in love when wrong has been dorg, fell owship in the Lord broken,
the Spirit grieved, and the united worship and witness put at risk. Religious wars
are asin, but so isindifferenceto sin. Our concern must be with the restoration o
broken fell owship, not arooting ou of weeds, 13:24-30.

GO.. FAULT - The Greek word is translated reprove, expose, convict, Lk 3:19; Jn
3:20, 8:46, and isused in LXX Deu 1917. It'sused in Jn 168; Eph 511; 1 Tim
5:20; 2 Tim 4:2; Titus 1:9, 13; 2:15; Jude 15; Rev 3:19. When we fed we've been
wronged it's natural for us to goto friends for sympathy, and the matter becomes
gosgp. This fans the flames of divisior/bitterness and hardens the heats of both
parties against eat ather. Thisis a serious gn. Our first concern must be to win
him badk to forgivenesdfriendship/fellowship, not our rights or reputation.
Attaking hm verbally provokes counter-attadk. As to punshment - that's the
Lord's concern, Rom 12:17-21.

between the two of you- Help him to see his adion was wronghurtful by showing
him that you have been hut by it - withou humili ating hm or exposing h's fault
to pubic view. His adion was unchristian, out of fellowship with the Lord, and
His purpaoses. He has wandered, and we're to seek his repentancerestoration to His
fellowship, 18:10-14. Reproving a brother is an alternative/antidote for anger,
AND PROOF OF LOVE- Lev 191518, Cp Prov 312, 25:9-10; 27:5-6. IF HE
HEAR/listens to you- Responds well, 10:14. you have GAINED/won your
BROTHER- Won hm bad to fell owship. The painful barrier has gore and he's
no longer wandering onthe path towards iritual ruin. Cp 1 Cor 9:19-22; 1 Pet
3:1, where the same word is used of the conversion d an ousider.

18:16-17 IF NOT- If he won't admit he aded wrondy and won't restore fell owship.
TAKE ONE OR TWO- People bath of you like and resped. There's no pant to
fadng hm with people eaer to suppat you against him. EVERY WORD/matter
ESTABLISHED- Deu 1915. Thisasauresfair play, and shoud help keg us from
a Judgmental, self-righteous irit, 7:1-5. The acwser may be wrong o the
acaised may be open to explanation by neutral parties, who show him what the
Lord requires of us, etc. It will help bah sides facethe fads. And if the fads must
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or letting the world know of the disgraceto God and His people, 1 Cor 6:1-8. Any
disciplinary adion must be caried ou in as open a way as posshle but young
Christians may neeal to be spared detail s. 16:16-18 showed us the Glorious nature
of Christ, and His purposes for His church. These must be borne in mind as we try
to clean upthe grubby messwe make of ourselves when we forget who HE is, and
what WE are in Him. We will do more for the purity, peace and paver of thelocd
church by LIFTING UP HIM and His purpose high lefore the Believers, Jn 1:1-
16; 13:1-17:26; Rom 8 and 12 Ephesians, Phili ppians, Colossans, Hebrews, etc
than by preading AGAINST any sins or sinners. The durch, conscious of its
Lord andits Callingis appedingto him to repent and restore fell owship.

IF HE NEGLECT/refuses TO HEAR/listen even to THE CHURCH LET HIM
BE UNTO THEE/you- You personaly. It says nothing abou the rest of the
church puting hm out of the fellowship. **14 A HEATHEN MAN/pagan.. tax
colledor- He's gill your brother, but won't let you be brotherly. You have dore dl
you can for him, so kegy away from him and get onin the Lord's ways and work.
Don't disgrace the family and God by sulking, gosspping, whining, as if your
petty quarrel was the most important thingin the durch, or it soonwill be!

18:18 VERILY | SAY/tell YOU- In 1619 it's snguar, Peter's resporsibility. Here
it's plural, al of you, asin Jn 2023. We seeit aded onin Acts 15 by the Apostles
and Elders, but in the first placeit's the locd church deding with alocd church
problem.

Whatever you BIND/LOOSE.. IN HEAVEN- Seenates on 1619. The locd church,
under the leadership God hes raised up is resporsible to tead, apply, and enforce
His commands - by gathering in okedience/submisson to the Lord, eager to knav
and doHiswill, 1 Cor 5:4. Having oleyed 1815-17, they are to look to the Lord
confident that He will enable them to make right dedsions. **15

181920 AGAIN | SAY/tell YOU- Continuing the assurance IF TWO OF YOU
AGREE.. DONE- They, and we, may be only afeddle handful of saved sinners,

Footnote **14 Threedisciplines are mentioned in the NT: Public rebuke, 1 Tim 5:20, based onGod's
Word, 2 Tim 3:16. Withdrawing persona suppative fellowship with disorderly believers, 2 Th
3:6-15; Titus 3:10-11. This seems to apply here & there can be no fell owship with the ACTION
of onewhois defying the Lord and despising his brother, 185, 10.Those who share the one |oaf
at the Lord's Table with those they are refusing to trea as brothers are ading a lie. This must
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but the Lord's presence gives both a restraint on ou natural attitudes, and a
confidence in the importance of our dedsions. Seeother promises abou prayer in
7:7-11; 21:22; Lu 115-13; Jn 1412-13; 15.7; Jas 1:6-8; 1 Jn 5:14-15, etc. **16

WHERE TWO OR THREE **17 ARE GATHERED/come TOGETHER- The
badkground is that of making a dedsion abou discipline, and paying, but it
applies to witness worship, teading, etc Acts 4:31; 10:33; 14:27; 15.6, 30; 1 Cor
5:4; 2 Th 36. IN Eis Into, MY NAME- Not merely En- In, a static thing,
following a Godly routine, but with an adive desire towards doing what He has
dedared His will to be. Gathered as a Christ-centred group undy His authority,
28:18-20,

THERE AM | IN THE MIDST- Jesus ge&ks of the future when He will be present
as their risen, unseen Lord. He guarantees His being with them, whether asked or
nat - only He, by His Spirit, could have moved them so to gather. It's not a cdl ed-
together-to-med-neeals/exercise power thing, but a gathering-into-association-with
Him - a heat response. Worship is freefrom the restrictions of time/space 6:6 Jn
4:20-24. It isn't gathered AGAINST others in being FOR Christ, Mk 9:38-40; Lk
9:49-50. The Lord adds to the Church, Acts 2:47; is personally present in locd
churches, aware of their situation, with a loving, but sternly redistic message for
them, Rev 1-3.

18:21-35 Forgiven Servants MUST Forgive

(The huge debt owed to God naw forgiven us in Christ, requires us to forgive others for the
small ways in which they may offend/hurt us.)

18:21-22 HOW many times.. FORGIVE- Having hut someone, repented and leen
forgiven, we shoud never do anything like it again. But we're nat ided people,
and where there ae degr-seaed mental/ emotional problems, offending is difficult
to avoid. Each time I'm obliged to goto him and uge his repentance, and as on
as he gdogises asauure him he's forgiven, 181518, Even if we think he isn't
redly sorry as he has repeaed the offence, Love, 1 Cor 13, and heat forgiveness
Eph 432, frees us from a bitter, unforgiving spirit.

Footnote **16 That the form of words diff ers from one promise to ancther reminds us that there's no
formula that ensures Gods positive resporse. No dcctrinal or devotional buttons, which if

pressed, make God work our will. Unity is the Lord's will for us, a mnvincing witnessto the
world, Jn 17:22-23, and essential if were to have our prayers answered. The Lord isin ou midst,
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Footnote ** 17 Jews required ten adult males to form a minimum Synagogue @ngregation for
worship. The Lord gave His minimum at two or threeBeli evers/Obeyers, men, a women.

SEVENTY TIMES EVEN/seventy seven times- The Greek words may mean 490
times, (suppated by ealy Latin versions) or 77 times. The point is unlimited
forgiveness to refled God's forgiveness Love doesn't kegp arecord of the times
we've been wronged, 1 Cor 13:5. We have no right to limit our forgiving - in
accepting forgivenessfrom the Lord we surrender al rights.

18:23-27Therefore- We can't limit our forgiving because our situationis like that of a
servant of A KING.. SETTLE ACCOUNTS- Chedk how they were handiing his
funds. This fits the OUTWARD form of the Kingdan, as in 21:33-44 - the
uncaing selfish servant isn't aredeemed man, 1 Pet 1:18-19. It's not the Judgment
of 2 Cor 5:10, or Rev 20:11-15, but a story to tead that the forgiven must forgive.
TEN THOUSAND-Their highest number. TALENTS- Their highest monetary
unit. The gredest possble debt, far beyond anyone's ability to pay, as is the debt
we've been forgiven. not able TO PAY, HIS LORD/master- The King. BE
SOLD.. WIFE, CHILDREN- This was normal in the ancient world. **18 The
total of all he had would be swall owed upin such avast debt. Under Jewish Law a
man wasn't sold, except for theft, Ex 222-3, but see 2 Ki 4:1; Neh 51-13; Isa
50:1; Amos 2:6.

FELL DOWN, WORSHIPPED/on his knees- Threw himself on the ground lefore
him. LORD.. | WILL PAY everything- Unlikely, even if He was Tax colledor
for arich province The aanual income of Herod the Greda was 900 talents. This
man owed 10 00Q but every gambler hopes to win NEXT time. THE
LORD/Master.. FORGAVE/cancdled THE DEBT- Unlimited forgiveness for
an urimited debt.

18:28-31 BUT that SERVANT.. FOUND.. OWED HIM A HUNDRED PENCE/
denarii- A few ddlars against billi ons of dadlars he'd just been forgiven! It seans
that 1 Talent was worth abou 6000 enarii. HE TOOK HIM.. PAY ME!- Those
whose life centres on themselves forget benefits, Ps 1032-3, and so limit their
enjoyment of them, Lk 7:47. If we redise the enormity of the debt forgiven us,
unlimited forgiveness of thase who wrong s beames inevitable. At best he is a
shall ow-groundChristian, giving noevidence of new birth/new nature.

SERVANT FELL DOWN..| WILL PAY - Echoing the violent servant's own words
in 1826. But he refused.. INTO PRISON.. PAY- His adion showed he
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will reg what they sowed, FROM GOD, 2 Cor 5:10; Gal 6:8. We may nedl to

take some adion, but the Lord isthe Judge.

Footnote **18 In ou kindly/ influenced by Christianity world Criminals can be dedared bankrupt,
and re-appea, perhaps in aforeign land, as millionaires! This didn't happen in the pre-Christian
world.

18:32-34 | FORGAVE/cancdled ALL THAT DEBT.. Shouldn't you- The King
had "forgiven for the asking"' with noreservation, just as God in graceforgives us.
BUT that automaticaly laid a moral requirement on the forgiven, to be aforgiving
person. Brotherly love isn't the cndtion d salvation, but salvation by Gracemust
move the saved ore to show graceto athers, 1 Jn 4:7-21.(As good works can't
contribute to Salvation bu are God's purpaose for those saved by Grace Eph 28-
10, and the proof that it has been receved, Titus 3:8; Jas 2:14-26.)

HIS LORD/Master in anger.. TORMENTORSjailers- Blunt, clea, and emphatic.
Torture wasn't all owed under God's Law, but Herod wsed it. It had been commonly
used in the surroundng courtries, espeadally in cases of a disloyal governor, or
those suspeded o steding state funds. TILL HE SHOULD PAY - The terms he
set for the small debt of his fellow servant are the terms the King appliesto him -
he has st his own punshment. He is judged by the way he judged, 7:1-2, Cp
12:37.

18:35 HEAVENLY FATHER.. IF/unless. from your heart- As with loving God,
22:37, an empty form of forgiving wont do. Matthew's Gospel proclaims the
Graceof God, but warns against despising gace & if it meant God will tolerate
evil, 5:7, 25, 3848; 6:12; 14-15; 7:1-5; 9:13. See &so Rom 3:7-8; 6:1-2 1 Pet
1:13-21; Jude 1:4-16. The Lord gves this graphic warning to shock disciples **19
into redising that an urforgiving spirit isn't to be excused in those saved by His
sovereign gace We're ommanded to forgive & forgiven, Lk 6:36; Eph 432; Col
3:13. When we fail to forgive Satan gains an advantage, 2 Cor 2:11, and it credes
an offencethat requires aurgery to remove the unforgiving spirit, 18:6-9.

Footnote **19 You may have head, as | have, men say this doesn't apply to us, as Believers are
saved/justified orce-and-for-al by Grace éone - asif we didn't nedl to forgive others. But God
inspired ALL Scripture with a message and examples for us, Rom 15:4; 1 Cor 10:6; 2 Tim 3:15
16. Were nat freeto pick and choose our verses, or interpretations, but must listen to what God
is sying in eah o them, 2 Pet 1:20-21. This warns those who parrot "Once saved always
saved,” and live in carelessdefiance of God's reveded will, that like those so confident they were
succesdul servants, 7:21-29, the Lord will disown them. Those given eterna life, and held safe
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13; Jas 2:13; 1 Pet 1:13-25. Failure to forgive is a sin. Those who refuse to forgive ae
proclaiming that they have never been God's Children, and aren't being renewed in the image of
His Son, Col 3:1-12. If in spite of appeaances they ARE His child they can have no fell owship
with Him, urtil by His gracethey look to Christ crucified. Then His words touch ou heats, so
that we ay "Lord you have in love borne the vast load of my sin - thank you for reminding me to
show mercy when my fell ow-sinners wrong me, so that | forgive them.

CHAPTER 19

19:1-15Marriage Divorce Celibacy & Children

(Mk 10:1-16. Amid the folli es of modern life we need the message of these vases. Seealso my
noteson 531-32; 1 Cor 7:1-40)

19:1-6 WHEN JESUS HAD FINISHED saying these things- Asin 7:28 this marks
the start of a new sedion. HE left GALILEE.. JORDAN- At the time the Jordan
river was the boundiry between the province of Perea(like Galil ee under Herod
Antipas) and the province of Judea MULTITUDESY crowds FOLL OWED
HIM. HE HEALED THEM- They were a& salow in their resporse & in
Galil eg and He was just as merciful in meding the neals they brought to Him.

Some PHARISEES CAME to test HIM- Hoping to discredit Him, asin 161; 22:18,
35. The word is used d the Devil's tempting in 41. ISIT LAWFUL- Under
Gods Law. FOR A MAN TO PUT AWAY /divorce.. EVERY CAU SE/ reason-
The popuar teading d Rabbi Hillel said Deu 241 meant anything that annoyed
her husband. That a man could dvorce his wife (but not vice-versa) was taken for
granted. Rabbi Shammah said rightly that Deu 241- Ervah meant sexua sin.
**20

The Creator MADE THEM M ALE AND FEMALE- One man and ore woman,
made for eat ather and commanded to multiply. Human nature enjoys pitting its
interpretations and opnions against thase of others. The Lord shows that the way
to settle aguments is by looking upthe Scriptures to seewhat God hes dore and
said onany subjed.

FOR THIS CAUSE/reason- They had asked whether a man was free to do as he
pleased abou marrying and dvorcing. The Lord answered it was God who made
man male and female/creded the potential for marriage, so we're to do what
plesses God in it. A MAN will LEAVE his FATHER AND MOTHER-

Whatever circumstances, desires, charm, goodress sin, etc may be involved at the
17



Footnote **20 In Lev 186-20; 20:10-21 Ervah- nakedness= sexual exposure or incest. If the husband
had been deceved abou this he was entitled to ot out of the marriage. Or, if after marriage it
was found(asit could be when families had been broken up ty war, etc) that the mupde werein
fad relations their union would be Ervah and so broken up as unlawful. Even brother-sister
marriages were goproved in Egypt, so when those in such marriages converted to Judaism their
marriage may have been broken up.Such caseswould berare - but 19:9 isarare exception.

God's dedared pupaose for male and female "man,” Gen 1:27, is that an adult man
and woman recave eat dher as a gift from Him in a marriage to be lived
thankfully and prayerfully, 1 Cor 7:39; 1 Tim 4:1-4. **21 Husband andwife aein
His sght a unity, and their happinessand fulfilment lie in their making this God-
given padential, aredity in daly living. Committing themselves to leaning the at
of it. **22

WHAT GOD has JOINED- Literally yoked together, permanently. Not just what
Nature or Human Love has joined - bedded/housed together - but YOKED
together to work together for the purpose of marriage - mutual care, the cae of
children, stabili sing influencein the Church and community, etc. LET NOT MAN
PUT ASUNDER/separate- No oreisto doanything that might separate husband
and wife. By making seduction, fornicaion, adultery etc mgor feaures of its
programs the entertainment industry is adively working to tea marriages apart.

19:7-8 WHY DID MOSES COMM AND.. send HER AWAY - The ned to find
someone ale to write gave time for tempers to codl. Being written made it clea
that the woman had nofurther obligations to the man, and he could never remarry
her, Deu 241-4. The man couldnt trivialise the marriage commitment by using
divorce & a bargaining todl - eg dvorce awife who showed independence, and
take her bad chastened by powverty. Moses didnt command that they MUST
divorce ay wives, **23 but the fad that he provided a law for divorcing was
taken as approval of divorce Exceptions easily beaome the rule.

MOSES SUFFERED/permitted- Suggests reluctance God permits/tolerates things
which are not Hiswill . **24 Loyal marriage is aways Hisintentionand will .

Footnote **21 God's purpase in marriage had also in mind what it symbdlised- The Son leaving the
Father to win/ crede for Himself abride - the Church, Eph 525-33.Cp Ma 2:16.
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at odds with hdiness Lev 21:7; Ezek 44:22.

Footnote **24 Some aspeds of the Law reveded Gods will, others His adaptation o that will to
enable the measure of obedience possble to sinful heats and retures. The Law accepted
Kingship and legislated for it, Deu 17:.17-20, dthouwgh it was an imperfed thing, chasen by Israd,
not God, Judges 8:22-23; 1 Sam 8:4-22. Cp God granting med, and urfortunate consequences,
Num 11:23-34; Ps 106.15.

BECAUSE OF THE HARDNESS OF YOUR HEARTS/were hard- The Heat
stoodfor the whole rational inner being, Deu 1016; Prov 17.20; Jer 4:.4; Ezek 3.7.
Divorce was a concesson made because of the rebellious gubbanness of God's
peoplein refusing to be guided by God'swill and pupaose. They failed to love God
in reverent obedience, and their neighbou with urselfish care, 22:37-39.
(Husband and wife were the dosest of neighbous.) A man whose heat and mind
was %t against hiswife, and God's will for them bath, could make life in the home
worse than dvorce God hates divorce but He dso hates domestic violence under
the doak (Ruth 3:9) of marriage, Mal 2:16, so divorce ould be the lesser of two
evils - the less hurtful/disgracdul. Human heats are still hard. We must teadh
Godswill, insist onaming at the ided, and rever lose sight of it while doing the
redistic best we can as Elders/Pastors. SeeAppendix.

NOT.. from beginning- Moses permitted divorce, but at best it's only Gods ®mnd
best. So today any acceptance of divorce and remarriage must be seen to be what it
Is- a mncessonto human fail ure, fostered by a defiant-to-God society.

19:91 tell YOU- An emphatic dedaration. Permisson to dvorce was a mncesson to
sinful hardness of heat. The Lord would be providing for hard heats to be
replaced, Ezek 36:26, so there would nolonger be any excuse for not living upto
God's intention - permanent marriage. Anyone divorces.. AND marr ies commits
ADULTERY- If you can't live with a woman you may part, as long as you dorit
put another woman in her place Few would seeliving the rest of their life in a
womanlesshouse & an attradive dternative to continuing the marriage. Cp 1 Cor
7:1 - singlenessis fine & long as you're happy to live withou sex. WHOSO
MARRIETH HER.. ADULTE RY- [RT] Probably added from 5:32.

EXCEPT FOR FORNICATION/marital unfaithfulness Pornela- Forbidden
sexual adivity. Thisis given as a rare exception, here only, not as an excuse for

divorce in general. An interpretation o what the Lord meant by Porneia which
19
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His gifts God gves the enabling to make good se of them. In Judaism marriage
and produwcing children were nat only normal but the Goal, but cdibates may
include Elijah, Elishah, Jeremiah, Daniel, JohnBaptist, Paul.

Footnote **25 Wishful thinking has led some to read this as not everyone can accept obedience to
19:9, making it an ogtionto be taken up orty by somel!

THERE ARE- Different classes of people for whom marriage is better avoided.
SOME men (very rarely) are born malformed. SOME had been castrated - as
punishment, or becaise slave ainuchs were valued as Court officials as not having
children meant a total commitment to their Ruler, Dan 1, Acts 8:27-39, or as
harem officials, Esther 2:3. We may also include those sexually abused in
childhoodwho may find it difficult to be dtraded to the oppasite sex. Others
renounce marr iage.. KINGDOM- Some fredy renource marriage so they can
serve God withou its joys/resporsibiliti es/distradions. **26 The Apastle Paul
favoured this option, 1 Cor 7:1, 7, 25-28, but only if taken up vduntarily, and by
those God had endowed with the aility to do so chastely. Under Law eunuchs
were excluded from Gods srvice Deu 231. Later in Isa 56:3-5, God asdured
them they would enjoy His blessng in serving Him. Remaining cdibate AFTER
divorce may be included.

LET HIM RECEIVE/accept I T- Not SEEK it. Abstaining from marriage is for thase
God cdlsto such alife. He honous sngleness as well as marriage, doesn't regard
singles as odd, pitiable, or failures. If this cgpaaty for contented singlenessceases,
andthe Lord provides a suitable wife/husband they're to take that up.

19:13-15 THEN WERE BROUGHT.. LITTLE CHILDREN- Youngenoughto be
caried by ther parents, babies, Lk 18.15. Children are relevant to questions abou
Marriage - they suffer most in a divorce It was Jwish custom to bring little
children to elders or rabbis (not priests) for a blessng on the evening d
Atonement Day, Misina SorHeriv 185. This may be the badkground PUT/place HIS
HANDS ON- Expressng affedionate fellowship, and to PRAY FOR THEM-
Ask Gods blesang on them. Cp Jamb with Joseph's ns, Gen 4814. Any
Christian parent constantly brings their children to Christ in prayer. **27

DISCIPLES REBUKED- Told them nat to, 8:26; 12:16; 16:22; 17:18; 20:31. They
may have felt the Lord was too important and busy to spare the time for this, in
spite of 18:1-14. We dso may be preoccupied with teading those old enoughto
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Footnote **28 By the graceof God and the encouragement of parents, etc quite yourg children have
been moved by the Spirit of God to pu their trust in Christ and ke saved. But there is in this
verse no excuse for going through the motions of making them inheritors of the Kingdom by
Christening, or by signing dedsion cards. In lands where every baby is processed for Salvation
by the dhurch the broad way is crowded, the narrow doa has to be sought eanestly and the
narrow road is trod by few, 7:13-14. Among those who are taught that salvation is only by
consciously recaving Christ, and water Baptism is to foll ow such faith, there's more evidence of
lives transformed by Christ.

THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN belongs to such- See5:10. The cild-like spirit is
the spirit of the Kingdam. The ansciously helpless are most likely to commit
themselves to the Saviour's care. God cdl s them to serve Him, 5:1-11; 21:31-32; 1
Sam 3.1, 8; 1 Ki 3:7; Jer 1:6; Dan 1:4-21; 1 Cor 1:26-31. We nedl to teadh
children whil e they're receotive. If they want to confess Christ, encourage them to
do so, but dornit presaure, or work on them emotionally. Children need to get clea
in their minds what they want to say, and are doing, in coming to Christ, and ou
questions may help them to do this. But to process enquirers with questions to
which they can say "Yes' tendsto presaure them into an empty professon o faith.
That Christ said thase who come to Him are dways welcomed, Jn 6:37 daesn't
guarantee Salvation for those who recave the seed onshallow soil, 13:5-7, 20-22.

19:16-20:28 L eadership Ethics- Ambition & Reward

(Peter has asked regarding the Kingdan What's in it for us, 1927. James and John ask for
top paitions. The Lord presents two ideas which corred these attitudes among His
people - arealisation d God's Grace, 1-16, and acommitment to serve our brothers, 17-
34.)

19:16-28 Discipleship & Riches

(Mk 10:17-31; Lk 18:18-30. 1Tim 6:5-10, 1719; Jas 2:1-10; 5:1-6. Divorceis ruining many
homes, bu so is money as the parents drive to become rich robs their children of their
care and payes. In much o the world Wealth isthe great alternative God, 619-24.)

19:16 ONE/a man- A ruler, Lk 1818. GOOD- [RT] Not in ealier Mss but isin Mk
10:17; Lk 1818 MASTER/Teacher WHAT GOOD THING must | DO- Or
what can | do to make myself good enough THAT | MAY HAVE/get
ETERNAL L IFE- Life in the blessednessof God's eterna Kingdan. Coming to
the Lord to lean howv he ould be sure of eternal life was fine, but he seans
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19:17WHY CALLE ST THOU ME GOOD- [RT] Asin Mk and Lk. He wastoo dib
with the word GOOD. Jesus won't accept the title of GOOD withou a mnfesson
that He is God. This is cleaer than ask me about what is goad?- [Nes| Why do
you exped meto knav more ebou GOODNESSthan you have in God's word?

NONE GOOD BUT GOD/only One goad- God aone is inherently good Jesus
wasn't denying that He was God. He was rebuking flattery, and challenging im to
think whether or not Jesus was God. God is the only source of goodress Rev
3:17-18. Asit must be sough from Him by doing His will the Lord dreds him to
the commandments.

|F you want to ENTER INTO LIFE- It's not something he can get, buy, ean, but
something he can ENTER - on God's terms, Jn 3:1-16. Only when by Graceyou
have entered eternal life, do you HAVE it, Jn 315, 36; 5:24; 6:40, 47; 1 Jn 512
KEEP/obey THE COMM ANDMENTS- If you want to live with God, obey
Him. God is righteous, and must ded with everyone righteously. Conviction d sin
and Judgment is generally the result of knowing that and trying to please God
through the Law, Rom 2:6-10; 3:20; 7:10; Jas 2:10. Withou that the idea of
Salvation by believing in Christ makes little sense, and can produce only a
nominal commitment to Christ

19:18-21 WHICH? Do not MURDER- The Lord qudes the Manward commands.
Thou shalt not covet is replacal by LOVE NEIGHBOUR- Lev 1918. Mark has
Do na defraud exploit others. Rich dften do this, Jas 5:1-6. This command is
given last as it was where he was failling. He didn't redise it until the Lord told
him to gve his wedth to the neighbous who reeded it, and trust Jesus to provide
for him. If heloved his neighbou as himself, he would be glad to knaw his giving
up luxury had gven many poa neighbous an adequate livelihood

ALL | have KEPT- He is under-sensitive, and ower-confident - who could baast he
has always loved his neighbou as himself? WHAT do | still LACK- What more
do| neal to da? Aiming at obedienceto rules left him as proudy self-righteous as
Paul was, Phil 3:6. But he had nofell owship with God.

|F you want to BE PERFECT- Teleios- Mature, fully developed. As in 548, be
completely like your Father, as God wants you to be. Freed from serving Mammon
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repentance, but only Faith in Christ will bring Salvation, Gal 3:19-29. He must
either believe the Lord, or refuse. His refusal showed that mammon was his God.

Footnote **29 Money can't be evil or the man would be aursing them by getting rid of his own curse.
The commandisn't for al - only those with wedth can obey 25:31-46; Lk 16.9.

19:22-24 WENT AWAY SORROWFUL /sad- He discovers that He hasn't kept the
commandments - he neither loves God with all his heat, nor his neighbou as
himself. He was unwilli ng to pluck out/cut off this Eye/ hand that was keegping
him from Life, 18:8-9.

HE HAD GREAT wealth. It ishard for arich man to ENTER THE KINGDOM -
A mirade of God's graceis needed for the mnwersion d rich or poar, but the rich
find it harder to accept it. Covetousness Greead to kegy what one has, as well asto
get what others have, is warned against in 6:21-24; 13:22; Mk 7:21-22; Lk 1215,
Rom 1:29; Eph 53; Col 3:5. A man may have riches withou loving them, or love
riches without having them, but the more riches one has the more powerful their
grip. He didn't own his possessons, they owned him. Today riches have such an
apped that they have twisted men's ideas of morality, and spirituality. Even the
Gospel istwisted by many preadersinto an offer of hedth, wedth and success

EASIER FOR A CAMEL- The largest beast in Israd. TO GO THROUGH THE
EYE OF A NEEDLE- A ridiculous exaggeration, like the plank in the eye, 7:4, or
swallowing a canel, 23:24, **30 to shock people into redising that Riches are
spiritually dangerous. THAN FOR A RICH MAN TO ENTER THE
KINGDOM- Many findthis hard to take and rush in to say that riches/ the getting
of wedth is God-approved. All of usin the Western world are rich in comparison
to most people in the Lord's time, or in the third world today. We must listen to
these words as they stand, and let them shock us out of our complacency. That
Salvation is imposshle & long as he trusts in his riches, Mk 10:24, or for the
covetous, 1 Cor 6:10, isalessr truth.

19:25-26 DISCIPLES.. EXCEEDINGLY AMAZED/greatly astonished- Even after
the warnings against richesin 6:19:24. Our minds prefer to remember the promises
that Godlinesswould be rewarded with riches, Deu 5:32-33; 28:1-14; Prov 224.
Standard Jewish thinking was that riches were asign d Gods favour. Today
preaders of "Prosperity Gospels' cheeafully ignae 90% of the NT teading that
livingin fellowship with Christ crucified is the essentia of Christian living. WHO
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original Aramaic word may have meant either. OthJer anci'entvcorﬁmentatz)rs siggested tﬁe small
gate giving people acceswhen the big city gate was closed was cdled the Neealle's eye. A camel
would have to be unloaded and pushed/pulled through onits knees. So, rich people had to be
willing to give up their possessons to bemme disciples. That's true. But the ridiculous
imposshility isthe point.

It's totally impossgble for any man to be saved apart from God's intervention on hs
behalf. Paul works through this in Rom 1:17-3:20. Salvation by faith isn't an
dternative to okeying God, and it isn't an add-on that enables it. God dfers
salvation to al, and can save even the most improbable, 17:20; Gen 1814; Job
42.2; Mk 9:23; Lk 1:37.

19:27-28 PETER.. BEHOLD WE HAVE FORSAKEN ALL /left everything- He
still had hishometo go kadk to Mk 1:29; and hisboat in Jn 21.3.

WHAT SHALL WE- emphasised. What treasure in heaven, 19:21, will God gve us?
Like Peter we find it easy to passlightly over the mirade of God's Graceby which
we aiter the Kingdam, and think of what reward welll have. Thaose of us who
avoid theida of money, may well use that fad to install theidad of pride.

IN THE REGENERATION/renewal- Not our spiritual new birth asin Titus 3:5, but
the restoration d National Israd in a visible Kingdam, and perhaps beyond that
the totaly renewed Heaven-eath, Isa 65:17; 66:22; Mk 10:30; Lk 2230; Acts
3:21; 2 Pet 3:13;, Rev 21:1, 5. (Philo used it of the renewal of the eath after the
judgment flood Josephus of the renewal of Israd after atime of hardship.)

WHEN.. THRONE OF HIS GLORY you.. TWELVE THRONES- The Lord
ignares Peter's pride and speaks the kind truth. Yes He |S aware of every saaifice
of His disciples and He will reward it, 5:7-12; 6:1-18, 33. JUDGING TWELVE
TRIBES- Ruling/being resporsible for them as the tribal heads were in the time of
Moses. **31 The gathering d the remnant of the 12 tribes in a restored Israd is
promised, 1sa65:17-25; 66:6-14, 19-24, Zech 1213, Dan 7:9-27;, Obad 21 Thisis
taken upin Rom 9-11; Rev 7. Peter sees the need to replaceJudas, Acts 1:15-26.

19:29-30 EVERY ONE- In al ages. FORSAKEN/left HOUSES, brothers.. OR
WIFE- [RT] [Nes| omits. Abandomment of wives would come oddy in a chapter
against divorce/separation, but it's in [Nes] Lk 1829 in a different setting.
CHILDREN- The giving up ¢ those born into ou marriage, Teknon, but now
adult, not the dandoring d little ones- Paidia, 18:3. LAND S/fields- Christians

disinherited, or property sold to freethem to serve Christ. FOR MY SAKE- See
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Footnote **31 Not the diurch, although they are the gatesin Rev 21:12, 14.1n Acts the 12 aren't the
ruling unit. They join with the ddersin Acts 15. Only Peter and Johntake the lead, with Philli p,
Stephen, Barnabas, Paul, James the Lord's brother. A wider sharing in His throne/ judging is ®en
in 1Cor 6:2; Eph 26; Rev 3:21.

BUT MANY.. FIRST.. LAST- An encouragement/warning. Peter's pride that could
measure his adion against that of the rich youngman and smugly court on agrea
reward in heaven istold the parable that follows. MANY has awarning nde, 7:13,
7:22. The Lord makes clea that every saaifice made for Him will be amply
rewarded, but we mustn't be concerned with how gred it will be, or if our work
and reward is greder than that of others. Cp reversalsin 53-12.

CHAPTER 20
20:1-19 The Generosity of God - Vineyard Parable

(God is like a generous landovner who leaves nore withou the darnce to work, and He
rewards generously. But His grace na our idea of our worth, sets the reward. Cp Lk
15:28-32 resentment of elder son a Father's generosity and Jonah 41-4. It doesn't
picture the Judgment of Rev 20, a the Bema, 2 Cor 5:10 - no ore complains at either.
Certainly all believes recave salvation, bu nore of them earn it. This dory adds to
19:29-30the truth that His sovereign Graceis generous, andHe does as He dhooses. And
warnsthat in thislife a greedy awarenessof God's generosity to athers will spail our joy,
and the Lord's pleasure in us. We're to bear this in mind when we begin to resent
anything, a be jealous of anyone.)

20:1-7 FOR The parable is given to explain what the Lord has just been saying. THE
KINGDOM..ISLIKE alandowner.. WENT OUT EARLY- Their working cay
was from sunrise until the stars appeaed in the sky. Our Lord gces out of His way
to cdl people to be His workers - acammplish His purposes in this world. In
relation to God we ae His children, in relation to His work we ae workers. TO
HIRE men to work- Those hopng for work would gather in the vill age market
place We're to pray that He will do this, 9:38, but He deds diredly with all the
men.
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THE ELEVENTH HOUR- With ony one hou of working time left. FOUND
OTHERS.. AND SAID.. WHY?- This oundk like arebuke, but they may have
come from a neighbouing Mll age despairing d finding work there. A Parable
doesn't nead to explain - there seem to be no aher hirers, and the workers
avallable ae just there eat time. There ae unlimited oppatunities to serve this
Master, 9:37.

THEY answered NO MAN has HIRED US- In the Western world there's no longer
neal for older folk to work, and diten no oppeotunity. In spiritual things the Lord
in graceis dill cdling people both to salvation and to service who have wasted
most of their lives, if only they redise the anptinessof their idle lives. We may
need to help such to seethe oppatunities.

20:8-12 When evening came.. pay THEIR wages- Under God's Law they were paid
at the end d ead day's work in case the money was nealed to buy food etc, Lev
19:13; Deu 2415; Job 7:2; Ma 3:5; Jas 5:4. BEGINNING with THE LAST-
Those who hed dore the least work, were paid first, asin 1930.

The workers.. RECEIVED each A PENNY/ denarius- A silver coin, the proper
wage for a full day's work. They came when He cdled them, and trusted His
promise to trea them fairly. Those who trust His Gracefind He treas them with
extravagant generosity.

So.. hired FIRST- Who hed dore a full day's work, expeded.. MORE. But
RECEIVED A PENNY/denarius- The mrred wage which they had agreel to.
THEY began to grumble- Unsatisfied with their wages, Lk 3:14. That we can't
imagine any of the Redeemed in Glory so grumbling at their Lord warns us against
such grumblingin thislife. THESE.. MADE EQUAL to US- From their point of
view it was very unfair. More work more pay, is usual. As al we have, work or
reward, is a gift of God's Grace it's wrong for us to compare ourselves, work,
reward, etc with that of others, as Peter seans to contrast their saaifice and the
rich man's fallure in 1927. Grumbling is ruled ou for those in whose lives the
God d Gracehas condescended to work, Phil 2:12-15.

20:13-16 BUT HE ANSWERED.. FRIEND- The word shows the spe&er has a
kindy attitude, but is used in the NT only when those spoken to are wrong,
26



tendency to resent God's graceto ahers, and be jedous of Christians or churches which sean
more successul than we ae. To do so shows our slave-of-the-Law self-righteousness that
appredates Graceso littl e when it sees it applied to athers. GracelS UNFAIR by its very nature,
becaise it gives people more than they deserve, Lk 15:25-32; Rom 9:14-33. It's awicked slander
to think/say that God has wronged us, 2524-30. What we recave from the Lord is a reward in
relationto His promises, agift in relationto ou worthlessess

ISIT NOT LAWFUL/Don't | havethe right TO DO WHAT | want- As Creaor of
the universe, God has the right to dowhat He pleases, acording to the purpose He
had in creaing, Isa45:9; Jer 18:4-10; Rom 9:21-23. What He has promised to do
Is the only constraint on His adions. IS THINE EYE EVIL/are you envious-
Annoyed, jedous, asin 6:19-23; Prov 231-7; 28:22; Mk 7:22. That he had been
paid the right wage was satisfadory to hm ASLONG AS NO-ONE ELSE GOT A
BETTER DEAL. Saul eyed David, 1 Sam 18:9. Like Gehaa, they are envious of
those who are wedthy, they grumble éou the rewards others have in the Lord's
Work if they seem better than their own. God asks uncomfortable questions - asin
Gen 3.8-13; 4.6-9 - cdlsto acknowledge wrong dong and repent.

BECAUSE | AM GOOD/generous- This is the whaole point of the parable God is
GENEROUS in His rewards, and perhaps all the more so with those who dorit
bargain with Him and demand the wages they set. Those who cast themselves
uponHis mercy find mercy beyondtheir dreams. Behind that mercy is compasson
- the nedls of the workers and their famili es would be simil ar, whatever hous the
men worked. If it was truly not the fault of the "last" men, the Owner all owed for
that. God who knaws all things knows what ead of us would have dore if given
the oppatunities, and can reward us for awilli ngressto work, etc. This calsusto
abandon competitive dtitudes and geed. Those who aim at being first will be
disappanted, no matter how obwvious it is that they, like these workers, had
worked the longest hous. The Last, with no kargaining pover, who dd what the
Lord asked and left it at that, will be surprised at His generosity. Cp Isa 55:8-9.
**33

We're so baund by self-righteousness that commentators have tried to justify the owner's
actions by suggesting the late-comers worked harder, etc. But it wasn't anything in
thelr natures, attitudes, or working that earned their pay - the Lord's generosity alone
was responsible.
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willingresd heat attitude, etc of all, and see the greaness of the Andrew that
brings the Peter to Christ, Jn 140-41. FOR MANY BE CALLE D, BUT FEW
CHOSEN [RT]

Footnote **33 Although this doesn't represent the Judgment sea of Christ, a summary may be
relevant. Everyone will recave his praise of God, 1Cor 4:5; Everyone's work manifested uncer
testing by fire, 1 Cor 3:13. Motives considered - everyone give acourt of himsalf to God, Rom
14:10-12; 1 Cor 13:1-3, and receve the things dore in the body, 2 Cor 5:9-10.

20:17-28 The Lord, James & John - Greatnessin Service

(Asin 1621, 1722-23, when the Lord speaks of His death, the disciples ignare His words
and kee their minds on sharing His Kingdam power and dory. Patiently He teaches
themto reged the idea of earthly greatness 18 1-5, andfollow His example and take up
humble service, 20.26-28. James and Johnwart greatnessin terms of being closeto him -
but not nailed to crosses on either side of Him. Ambition and gotly zeal havetheir place
Rom 10:19; 11:11-14; Heb 1024, bu seekng praise and geatness is iritualy
deadening Jn 5:44, andmust be put to death, Gal 2:20. We must not exaise our greed for
power, wealth, etc by daiming this apdies to the Javs, na Christians, or is for
Christians living & the sub-Pentecostal levd. Theyre equdly rebuked in the Epistles. The
unlimited promises, Mk 11:20-25; Jn 141314, ae shown na to cove self-seekng
requests.)

20:17-19 JESUS.. TOOK THE TWELVE asidee Mk 10:32-34; Lk 1831-34. He
repeasthe warning d 16:21; 17:22, but now in the setting d ambition, greaness
and reward. He will be made last by the Rulers, and willi ngly take the lowest
place BETRAYED.. CONDEMN TO DEATH- A formal lega verdict, 26.66;
27:1. TO GENTILES NonJews. TO be mocked- Made fun d, humili ated,
27:29-31, 41. SCOURGE/flogged- A pulic humiliation- Roman citizens were
spared this, Acts 27:26. CRUCIFY - He had already said His foll owers must take
up their cross 10:38; 16:24. His deah would lad the solitary dignity of the deah
of Moses, Deu 341-8, or the glory of Elijah's departure, 2 Ki 2:11-14. It would be
agonsing, sordid buchery. Thetotal regjedionand humili ationis made dea.

THE THIRD DAY HE SHALL RISE/will be raised AGAIN- And beyondthat, He
will be proclaimed FIRST, in the Universe, Phil 2:9. He told them where, how,
and by whom He would be kill ed, as well as when He would be raised, 16:21,
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have made it seem to James and Johna goodtimeto get ahead of Peter. The Lord's
eye was on His sufferings and the glory to follow, Heb 122-3; 1 Pet 1:11. They
had their eye on the glory alone. His rule is rightly assumed, and in a sense the
wonderful posshilities asaured to believing payer are taken up 17:20, but
misdireded.

20:22-23 JESUS SAID You don't KNOW- They had no idea of the st of
qualifying for, or exercising the paosition. They wanted a aown/throne withou a
cross but suffering comes before Glory, 16:21-28; 2 Tim 2:12. When we redise
this, Jas 4.3, Rom 8:14-24isa comfort.

Can you- Dunamai- The enabling strength to DRINK OF THE CUP- Of bitter
suffering which He had just referred to, and face finally in Gethsemane, 26:39
42. What one drinks one takes in, absorbs, is affeded by. Cup was used of
sufferings endured uncer the Judgment wrath of God, Job 2120; Ps 11:6; 75:7-9;
|sa 51:17, 22; Jer 25:15, 17, 27-28; 49:12; Lam 4:21; Ezek 23:31-32; Hab 216.
BE BAPTISED- [RT] Mk 10:38-39. The Lord was immersed in His suffering, Ps
69:1-4, aswe ae by water in baptism, Rom 6:4.

WE can- They were confident, as Peter would bein 2633-35. They are confident, but
they sleg while He faces the drinking d His cup. It's goodfor young people to be
eager to serve their Lord. The Lord cods rashness and kalances their enthusiasm,
withou crushing it. We must also broaden their understanding, but value even
their wildest dreams. God's Word teades us that we CAN'T live the Christian life
on ou own terms, but CAN and MUST, onthe Lord's terms.

You will DRINK from MY CUP- In some measure share His rgedion and suffering,
but not in the a@oning aspeds of His suffering and deah. James died a martyr's
deah, Acts 12:2, John lived a martyr's life, on Patmos. All who are the Lord's
servants dare His crossbeaing, Gal 2:20. AND BE BAPTISED- [RT]. BUT TO
SIT..ISNOT for me TO GIVE/grant- The dernal counsels of God had planned
al things before the Creaion. Jockeying for perks was totally out of place The
Lord took up ow humanity, and modelled dependent sonship for us h 157-10;
17:18-23, Heb 210-11; 4:14-16 1Jn 417. in total submisson to the prepared
plan/ will of the father, Jn 829; 12.50. They needed to be like He was, not like
they would have chosen to be if in His position. And so do we. These places
GIVEN/ belong TO THEM/those.. PREPARED by MY FATHER- Not eaned,

but prepared for someone who would be prepared for it. Cp 2534; Jn 142. In
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EXERCISE AUTHORITY- Those in pasitions of power make others fed their
power.

BUT IT SHALL NOT BE SO AMONG/with YOU- That's not the way Leaders
amongMy people aeto trea others. Because in God's purposesit isn't like that, in
our thinking and adions it mustn't be dlowed to be, Lk 22:26. Leadership in His
Kingdan is saaificial and benevolent. Ambition to gain and use power for self -
to ean praise, reward, resped, and enforce one's will on ahers - is ruled ou by
the nature of the Kingdan. It's the kind d Kingdam that's entered, receved, and
enjoyed by those who are diildlike, 18:1-5; 19:13-15; 23-30, etc.

Whoever wants to beaome GREAT AMONG YOU- Be though important, play a
big part. The desire for greanessmay be ataking up ly Faith of God's reveded
will asfor Abraham, Gen 122, and the Disciples, 4:19. It may be joining Satan in
his rebellion, Gen 35; 11.4; Isa 1414 BE YOUR MINISTER/servant-
Diakoncs- One who serves or waits on ahers. A leader must use any power he has
in serving/ helping ahers, as the rich women ministered to the Lord's nedds,
27:55; Lk 8:3. We'rethe Lord's Doulos- slave, and to take up the role of Diakoncs-
servant to everyone dse - glad to fetch and carry for them. Human nature would
agree with Plato the ancient Greek who said no ore wuld be happy if he's the
slave of anyone & all. The Lord dsagrees.

20:27-28 Whoever wants to be first- The most important one. BE YOUR
SERVANT/dlave- Doulos- A slave with norights of his own. He eists lely for
others. We shoud all accept this in bah the durch and the home, Eph 521-33;
Phil 2:1-21; Col 3:12-21; 1 Pet 5:1-7. Just AS THE SON OF MAN CAME-
From His eternal state. He, as He faces JFrusalem, dedares Himself as the true
King who lives and rules Dlely for the benefit of His subjeds. He is the first who
makes Himself Last - and becomes even more truly first as a result. NOT TO BE
MINISTERED UNTO/served BUT TO MINISTER/serve- As the suffering
servant of the Lord/ Mesgah, 1sa 52-13-53:12. As The Son d Man - Man in the
Image of God as purposed in Gen 1:26 - the Lord patterned the ided for all God's
children, Jn 131-17.
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5:21. Only as we grasp the wonder of the aoning work of Christ are we liberated
to work saaificially for others - otherwise like Moses we am at killing
oppressors, Ex 2:11-12. The dhurch can establish social justice only on the terms
of the aoss The Godward asped of the aonement is unpopuar today - but seeit
inlsa5310; Jn 316, 2 Cor 5:21. Cp Jn 1011, 15, 17-18;, 1513, 1 Tim 2:6; 1 Jn
3:16. Some Jews understood Moses as offering hislifein the placeof Israd. in Ex
32:30-34.

20:29-23:39 Jesus Comesto Jerusalem asthe Messah

(In 4:23-18:35 Matthew records His words of truth, andworks of Compasson andPower in
Galilee He now brings His message to the central core of the nation d Israel, and
presents Himself to them as Israel’'s promised Messah-Saviour-King. The Lord dsplays
his right to make His great demands re marriage, money, and sacrificial service The
main isdle then, and nav, isthe Person d Christ.)

20:29-34 JesusHeals Two Blind Men
(Mk 10:46-52; Lk 18:35-43.Cp 9.27)

20:29AS.. leaving **34 JERICHO.. TWO BLIND MEN- Mark mentions only one
blind man named Bartimaeus, but as in 828-34 Matthew mentions two people.
CRIED OUT/shouted HAVE MERCY ON US O LORD, SON OF DAVID- A
patriotic name for Messah, as expeded Deliverer, 1sa29:18; 35.5. That a Gentile
woman and Blind Men reamgnised Him as Son d David, 9:27;, 1522, was a
reproach onthe blindressof Israd which failed to doso. These men may picture
the way Blind Israd will recaveits sght and recognises her Saviour, after she has
been crying to the Lord for Déeliverance, Isa 35.5; 42.7; Zedh 1210; Rom 11.25
26; 2 Cor 3:16; Rev 1.7. Lord- recognises His person, Have Mercy- His work,
Son of David- His Mesdahship, 1:1; 9:27, 12:23;, 15:22; 21:9, 15. Jesus doesn't
annource Himself by thistitle, but acceptsit.

20:31-34 REBUKED/told them to be quiet- 8:26. The aowd wanted to talk to the
Lord and hea what He was saying, undstraded by their loud shouing. This

warns us as Christ's foll owers against pride and selfishnessthat discourages others
from coming to Him, 15:23; 19:13. BUT THEY shouted louder- A strengthening
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LORD.. OUR EYES.. OPENED/we want our sight- Whatever was causing their
blindress their eyes were no more use than when eyes are shut. JESUS..
TOUCHED THEIR EYES Mark and Luke record His sying Your Faith has
saved you. IMM EDIATELY they recaved SGHT AND FOLL OWED HIM-
As disciples. The aility to follow is the proof of heding, as beginning to walk in
fell owship with the Lord Jesus proves the new birth.

Footnote **34 In Lk 183543 this, or a similar event happened as they were entering the dty. OT
Jerichowas 1 mile from NT Jericho, so it may have happened between them. Or as Jerichowas a

small town they may have been aerted to who it was as He passed them to enter the dty, and
may have got ahead to wait for Him as He | eft.

CHAPTER 21

21:1-11 The Triumphant Entry of the Humble King

(The aowd honous Him as Gods Messenger-prophet, 19.11. He makes it clear that He
comes in the role of the Servant-of-God King, dfering peace Mk 11:1-11; Lk 13:33-35
19:28-38; Jn 1212-19)

21:1-3 As they approached JERUSALEM- Matthew hasn't recorded ealier visits
given in Johns Gospel, but has prepared us to exped oppdaition, 16:21; 10:1;
20:12-18. Came TO.. MOUNT OF OLIVES- It's sparated from Jerusalem by
the Kidron valey. JESUS EENT TWO DISCIPLES.. ASSdonkey TIED, with
her COLT .. BRING THEM.. tell him THE LORD- reminds us of His Deity.
needs- spedks of His humanity. HE will SEND THEM- Kings claimed the right
to commandea animals, as did Rabbis. He would have been claiming such aright,
or as He had arranged an upper room for the Pasover med, Mk 14:12-16, He may
have aranged for these donkeys, and gven this passvord. God gave Man
dominion ower animals Gen 1:26. The Mesdah, Son d Man, exercised that by
riding an urtrained young donky, Mk 11:2. In self-criticd moods I'm glad the
Lord needs and uses donkeys!

21:4-5 FULFILLE D/fulfil.. THE PROPHET- Isa62:11; Zedch 9.9. By fulfilli ng this
prophecy the Lord Jesus deli berately proclaimed Himself to be the Mesgah. ** Sir
Robert Anderson, in The Coming Prince, more than 100 yeas ago produced
figures to show that this coincided with the end d the 69th week of yeas of
Daniel's prophecy. Next, Mesgah would be ait off, Dan 926. Say to THE
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Here God ona Donkey is a vivid picture of the Lord's Gracein stoopng to ou
level to be our useful Saviour reveding Himself in meekness gentleness amid
joyful singing. Christ goes publlic and proclaims that He IS Christ - this kind d
Christ.

on A COLT, THE FOAL OF a donkey- Literaly a donkey, the son d a burden-
carying-animal. As usua the Hebrew poetic parale statements give enphasis.
This was an ordinary donkey that Jesus rode. As Matthew knew well the Hebrew
parall el statement doesn't necessarily require two animals, but he states clealy that
two animals were involved. As the @It hadn't been ridden before, being with its
mother would have been ressauringina aowd, Mk 11:2-7; Lk 19:30-35.

21:6-11 THE DISCIPLES.. ASSdonkey.. COLT - Both were dedked for riding for
this geda occasion, even if only the wlt was ridden. placed THEIR cloaks on
them- As officers put theirs under Jehu, 2 Ki 9:13. Jesus sat- on the doaks as a
sadde. It was normal for people to come to the haly city on foat, yet He dhose to
ride into Jerusalem. The Lealers were dready against Him, 15:1-14. With the
suppat of thousands of Galil eans He now throws down a dhall enge to them.

SPREAD THEIR GARMENTS/clothess Symbadlising that they placel themselves
under him. Covering the dusty road with cloaks and ledy branches was an Eastern
way of honouing an important guest - as we may lay red carpet for royalty.
shouted HOSANNA - Save now! Ps 1182526, Originally a prayer to God, but
had become ashou of joyful praise to Him. (Ps 113-118 were sung at the grea
Feasts - Pasver, etc.) They were proclaiming that Jesus was ent by God as
King, Mk 11:10; Lk 19:38; Jn 1213. Before the rejedion and Cross the people
acdam Him, but will do so fully when He returns in gory, Ps 11826-29.
BLESSED IS HE- God Bless the One who comes in the Lord's Name, to
acomplish His purposes. HOSANNA IN THE HIGHEST- In the presence of
God.

WHEN Jesus entered JERUSALEM.. CITY WAS stirred- The word is used of the
eathquake, 27:51. A crowded Eastern city can produce astorm/ eathquake of
people ealy! WHO?.. JESUS THE PROPHET- The joyful enthusiasm of the
Gadlilean crowd fell short of redising who He was, unless they meant the one
Moses promised, Deu 1815-18; Jn 6.14. NAZARETH.. GALILEE- Their pride
in Jesus was natural, but would na impress &usalem, 2:23; Jn 1:45-46; 7:52.
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taught, Lk 19.47. CAST/drove OUT ALL .. buying/ selling- He is a merciful,
modest King, 20:29-21.9, but a righteous lidge. He expelled the exploiters, and
the exploited. We nedal to be wary of commercialised religion - money making
schemes for suppatingthe Lord'swork. Cp I1sa1:11-13. **35

Footnote **35 The Law expeded men to bring animals from home to Jerusalem as saaifices. People
coming long distances couldnt, so, as with the tithe, Deu 1422-29, Pasver lambs could be
bought in Jerusalem. As the priests had to certify an animal wasfit for saaificethey were freeto
set high prices for inferior animals. Worshipping God hed become abig business monopdy.
Josephus and ahers said that priestly families were wedthy, greedy, corrupt and violent. The
name of Annas, Lk 3:2 was linked with bodhs outside Jerusalem for the sale of animals for
saaifices. These boahs saned to have been moved into the Temple murt abou AD 30. The
Gentil es being crowded ou, despised. Cp Canaanite/ Merchant, Zech 1421.

MONEY CHANGERS- There was no Jewish money. The Priests ruled that only
coins issued by Tyre and Sidon could be given to God in the Temple - as if God
wouldn't accept whatever His people used in daly life. The money changers
charged perhaps 20% for changing dorations into "Holy Money." The Temple
colledion boxes were mnstantly emptied and the mins used again and again.
DOVES- The saaificeoffered by poa people, Lk 2:24. The Lord Jesus had come
suddenly to His Temple, but his purifying presence was unwelcome, Ma 3:1-5.

21:13 1T IS WRITTEN MY HOUSE- Where God hed entered visibly to dwell
among His people, 1 Ki 8:10:11. He had the right to clean up His Father's house.
BE CALLE D- Will ean the name of, be known as. a HOUSE OF PRAY ER- Mk
11;17. The Temple was built to encourage people to come to the Lord in prayer/
praise/ worship, 1 Ki 8; 1sa56:7; 60:7; Lk 2:37, 18:10; Acts 3:1. Temple incense
symboalised prayer, Ps 141:2; Rev 5:8. Prayer - fellowship with God - neals to be
central in al wedo.

A DEN OF THIEVES/robbers- The profits of Temple trading were made & the
expense of worshippers. But Robbers dens are places from which robbers go ou
to rob, and return to share out their loat, so it may refer to the fad that these priests
used the Temple for their own profit, but worse still they were living sinful lives
outside the Temple while worshipping there boasting they were saved/safe &
God's people. This hypocrisy made their destruction certain, Jer 7:1-15. **36
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the way into Jerusalem with the naisy, light-heatednesstypica of children when
enjoying themselves. Still it honoued God a grea ded more than the noise of
marketing that the priests had permitted.

Footnote **36 Even in caring professons, human nature eaily comes to think of everything in terms
of whether they make life eaier, and richer for the Doctors, Nurses, Teaders, etc. No matter
how idedistic any Christian Movement starts out to be we tend to settle down to use it for OUR
purposes, and become indifferent to the fad that our selfish, cold-heatedness prevents God's
Gospel being effedive in saving sinners/transforming saints. People see our life-style & being
approved by our God, and won't listen to the Gospel. We must take cae how we behave in the
houwse of God, 1 Tim 3:15, for it and we ae hdy, 1 Cor 3:17, and nd alow our lives to be
polluted with Greed. Even a simple Asembly may suffer from trafficking in praise, powver and
personal importance

BABES/children- Nepios- Too young for rational speed), SUCKLINGY infants-
nursing lkabies. PERFECTED/ordained- Or trained, brought to perfedion.
PRAISE- LXX Ps 8:1-2. The Hebrew has Srength. Not atraining d their efforts
into faultl ess poetry/music/spiritual worship. The Lord pants them to a Scripture
that says the happy, irrational noises made by todders enjoying their playing, or
babies jigging in their mother's arms can be ajoy to the dl-wise God d Glory.
This is aso true spiritually. Recent converts may not express worship in
technicdly corred doctrine, or artisticdly beautiful words and music. But if their
enthusiastic, unmusicd, unintellecual noisy praise cmes from a heat of love and
thankfulnessit's perfedly acceptable to God. So we must not despise it.

21:18-22 JesusCursesa Fig Tree

(The fuller accourt covering two daysisin Mk 11:12-13, 2124. The Fig treepictures Israel,
Hos 9:10; Lk 13:6-9, coming under God's curse for bearing nofruit for Him. See Mic
7:1)

21:18- 19 HE was hungry- Truly human. A FIG TREE **37 by the road- Under the
Law travellers were dlowed to help themselves to fruit that grew by the road,
12:1. HE FOUND.. LEAVES- The main crop came later, Mk 11:13. But if there
were no ealy figs, Isa 284, which start before the leaves, and no littl e figs
developing at the base of the leaves, there would be no crop that season.

LET NO FRUIT GROW/never bear fruit- Having failed at this time it won't be
given anather chance Lk 13.:6-9. Cp Gen 3.22-24; Jer 8:13; Hos 9:16; Mic 7:1.
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next day that the withering was obvious to the disciples, Mk 11:20. They showed
no interest in the symbalism, but were interested in the exercise of such power. |F
you HAVE FAITH- Redly believel respondin obkedient faith to God and His
promises. DOUBT- Hesitate, waver- as in Mk 11:23; Acts 10:20; Rom 4:20;
14:23; Jas 1.6, Jude 22. Doulx in Scripture isn't merely uncertainty, but from Gen
3 onwards doult is a sinful reluctance to believe God Loves us, that His will is
best for us, and that He will keep His promises.

Footnote **37 Fig, Olive, and Vine ae dl used as ymbals of Israd's potential fruitfulnessfor God,
Judges 9:8-13;, Ps 80:8; Isa5:1-7. In 2432, Rom 11:11-26; Rev 11:3-4. The vine symbalises God
in relation to us as believers, Jn 151-10. Israd will be restored to being fruitful to God in the
Millennium, 1sa27:6, Rom 11:11-12, 2527.

The smallness of our faith in laying hdd of God won't stop Him doing His will,
17:20. Here it'sa single-minded desire and commitment to seang God's will dore.
**38

SAY to MOUNTAIN.. INTO THE SEA .. DONE- A volcanic euption such as that
of Krakatoa can make this happen literally, but prayer isn't to am at such a
disaster. He may have been quding a proverb abou doing an impassble thing, as
in 17.20; Zech 47. No ore goes around talking to mourtains, but disciples go
around talking abou mountain-sized problems - things that exalt themselves
against God, 1sa2:12-17; 2 Cor 10:5. Insteal they shoud talk to God abou them,
confident that He can solve the problems, redify the wrongs, establi sh the good

ALL you ASK- The prayer and asking is deding with God. God can and will give
you what you ask, 7:7-11. Faith isn't something a man has, but a pradicd
relationship of trust that the one praying hes in God, 8:10; 9:2, 22, 29; 15:28,
17:20. If only the Disciples will | ean to rely on God in prayer, their grea future
neals will be met.

21:23-22:46 Hostile Encounters with Jewish L eaders

(The Lord's actions challenged the rulers to remgnse Him as Messah. They dallenge His
authority, andtry to trap Him into saying something that will put Him at odds with the
Roman auhorities, or the patriotic Jewish crowds. He brushes them aside and confronts
them with the reality that theyre defying God andHis purposes of blessng for Israel.
Parables ill ustrate this, andthat God will form a new people. As eve the Lord respeds
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asyou are doing? Cp 9:6. The Law had the authority of God and Moses.

Footnote **38 What men may cdl FAITH - Norman Vincent Pede's teating abou how to make use
of God, Kenneth Hagin's "How to Write Your Own Ticket with God," etc is godess wishful
thinking. God loves and cares for us, and we @ His chil dren shoud constantly put ourselves into
His hands for His blessng, bu the exad nature of what is best for us eternally may be unclea.
We must join ou Lord in saying IF.. bu Thy will be dore, 26:39. | can't pray with confidence
that | will always enjoy perfed hedth bu | can pray with confidence that whatever my hedth |
may live to please Him. Prayer isn't asking God to enable US to dothings, bu that HE will do
things, and, if He wills, we play a part in them. Paul accepted, and rejoiced that continuing
suffering was God's good will for him, 2 Cor 12:7-9. We can be confident as we pray for
repentance from pride, selfishness moral evil or false doctrine. We can pray in confident faith
that the Crosswill save and desspeople, Jn 157-8; 2 Cor 1:3-7.

WHO GAVE THIS AUTHORITY?- The Lord had aded confidently and
dramaticdly, as of right. THEY claimed the right to dedde what shoud be dorein
the nation, and in the Temple. They were aagry that He aded withou their
approval when they were God's ruling agents in Israd! 21:43. They had arealy
clamed that He was empowered by the Devil, 12:24. Authority to serve God/
spe&k in His Name, comes from heaven, Jn 3:27. The Lord gves gifts for service
to men, Eph 48. It's for us to be obedient to His cdl, 28:18-20; Acts 20::24;
26:19; Gal 1:1; 1 Tim1:12; 2 Tim 1:12.

21:24-27 1 WILL ASK YOU-_I is emphasised. In their culture courter-questions
were used to clarify the situation. WHICH OF YOU answer | WILL TELL
Y OU- Jesusis claiming the right to have His question answered, so that He will be
able to gve them an adequate and helpful answer.

John's baptism, where did IT come from?- John had demanded that men repent, be
baptised in readinessfor the Kingdan, and had panted Christ out as The Coming
One, Lamb o God, etc. They had investigated him, Jn 119-34. If they
adknowledged John as the God-sent fore-runrer, they must accet Jesus as the
authorised Messah. The aiuthority of John and the authority of Jesus went
together - the source of one was logicdly the source of the other. HEAV EN?- Did
GOD send Him, was he spe&king GOD's message - or merely his own human
ideas. We have the answer in Jn 1.6.
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Pasover made ariot ared danger. That the aowd were more horest, and right in
their resporse to John and Jesus, is clea in 4:24-25; 7:28-29; 9:8, 33-34;12:15,
23, 14:13-14. 34-36; 15:29-32; 21:8-11.

WE CANNOT TELL /don't know- Publicly forfeiting any mora authority, by
claming ignarance to guard their own interest. NEITHER will 1| TELL YOU-
Johris witnesshad been within the bounds of orthodoxtradition. They confessed
they were incompetent to judge the matter. When they refused to adknowledge
John as being sent by God, they ruled ou the posshility of acceting Jesus as
God-sent. So instead of stating the truth to them He gave them a parable which
shoud make them come up with the corred answer for themselves.

21.28-22:14 The Rulers Regedion of Jesus - 3 Parables
(Their rgedion d JohnBaptist, of the Son & God, and & the promised Kingdam.)

21:28-32 The Par able of the Two Sons

(Jesus makes them face the question - who ae really God's people? Those who openly
disobey God, repent, are forgiven and legin to doHis will - or those who reve do His
will althoughthey make a show of doing so. The failure of official Israel under its leaders
is & out in 37-10; 8:11-12; 12:3842 13:10-17; 15:1-9; 16:5-12. This had lee
highlighted by the deansing d the Temple and symbadlised in the judgment onthefig tree
Those who thought they were in the Kingdam are shown to be tares, 1324-30. Cp 234,
Rom 2:17-25. Those dearly outside the Kingdam respondto Grace and ae welcomed in.
In Matthew we seethat saving Faith is obedient - goes out to work, produces fruit for the
Master, andwears the wedding gament He has provided. )

21:28-30 WHAT do yau THINK?- A story to help them understand the situation
they werein. A MAN HAD TWO SONS.. TO THE FIRST **39 SAID.. SON
Teknon My Child. My Boy.. An affedionate request. WORK TODAY - God
takes the initiative. Salvation comes from God alone. | WILL NOT- A blunt,
disrespedful refusal. BUT.. REPENTED- Metamellomai- To regret, a dange of
heat, used in 21:32; 27:3; 2 Cor 7:8; Heb 7.21. So, it means he regretted his
attitude and went and dd what his father wanted. (The usual word for repentance-
Metanda- is arational change of mind.) The Tax-colledors etc had openly thrown
off obedience to God's Law, but some repented, Lk 1810-14; 19:2-9. And later,
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It's not enoughto know and agreeto the Father's will . We neel to deny self - its
preferences and potests - take up the aoss and do His will. An enthusiastic
receotion d the Gospel doesn't aways make one atrue and fruitful Believer, 13:5-
6, 20-21.

21:31 Which.. DID THE WILL OF THE/what his FATHER wanted?- Both were
sons, and Israd included bah those who had defied God, yet repented and
responced to God's Grace and those who spoke beautifully to God, and ignared
Grace THE FIRST- The Chief Priests and Elders gave the right answer - REAL
obedienceis better than PROFESSED obedience

Footnote **39 [RT]. [Nes} putsthis osn seaond.Mssvary to an unwsua degree But [RT] is corred if
it was the refusal of the first that meant the request was given to the second. Some Mss give the
polite but disobedient son preference, as to their mind open refusal of a parental request was
unforgivable.

JESUS.. VERILY | SAY/tel YOU- A solemn annourcement. PUBLICAN S/tax
colledors- Who colleded taxes for the Romans, the oppresors of God's people.
AND HARLOT S/prostitutes- The sexually immoral. Both of these had obviously
disgualified themselves from Gods Kingdan. GO INTO are entering THE
KINGDOM- Enjoy the blessngs of living undxr Gods rule. SeeLk 7:36-50; Lk
15;1-2; Acts 20:21; Rom 14:17. BEFORE/ ahead of YOU- Present tense- They
are going into the Kingdan arealy, and you are not as youre refusing. Your
saying YES, | GO is pointlessunlessyou repent, and recave Messah the King o
God's promised Kingdan. As long as they maintained their present attitude their
refusal to respondwith obkedient Faith to Johnand Jesus ruled them out - as refusal
to repent, and kelieve in the Saviour still does.

21:32 FOR- Explains what He has just said. JOHN CAME- To you people of Israd.
IN/to show you THE WAY OF RIGHTEOUSNESS John LIVED OT
righteousness- Love for God, and concern for the welfare of men, Prov 8:20. John
had pu God first in an extreme form and chall enged them to repent and pu God
first in ardinary life & ldiers, tax-colledors, Lk 3:10-14. He cane to make paths
straight, 3:3, by demanding Righteous living and proclaiming that God was going
to provide away of Righteous living/ the Spirit - which He did in Christ, 2 Pet 1:4.

You did not believe him- Their ignaance was a pretence They had refused to
believe. BUT THE PUBLICANS/tax colledors.. BELIEVED- And showed they
39
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time of open confrontation had come, and He made the truth obvious to them. The
adequate provision, the disgraceful abuse of Grace by those to whomiit's snown, andthe
Lord's patiencein trying to bring sinners to repentanceis clear. The centrality of the Son
in His Coming, andthe transfer of the Kingdam from the Jews to the Church sums up
Matthew's Gospel.)

21:33A HOUSEHOL DER/landowner PLANTED A VINEYARD - God danted the
vineyard, Ex 1517, Deu 3212-14; Neh 923-25; Ps 80:8-16; Ezek 16:9-14. **40
HEDGED/ put a wall round it- LXX Isa 5:1-2, the Hebrew says He dug it up.
Walls kept out foxes and wild baars, Song 215; Ps 80:13. The Lord walled Israd
off from the nations, Num 23:9, and defended it, Ps 1252; Isa 26:1; 27:3; Zech
2:5.

Footnote **40 |Israd as a vine, etc Deu 3232; Ps 80:8-16; Isa 5:1-7; Jer 2:21; Ezek 15:1-6; 19:10;
Hos 10:1.

A WINEPRESS. BUILT A watchTOWER- So that a guard could watch against
thieves when the grapes were ripe. Everything needed was provided, as the Lord
had dorefor Israd, Ex 5:1, onward; Ps80:8-11; Isa5:1-2. God dd thisall in Love
for them, and He had total right to His part in the shared bessngs. The Love God
has $1own to us, also commits us to honow Him with obedience 28:18-20; Jn
14:15; 15:7-15; Rom 12:1-10; Gal 2:20.

LET IT/rented the vineyard to some farmers- Who had the use of the vineyard on
condtion they paid the owner a share of the aop ead yea, Song 812. In the OT
it was the vineyard that failed and was judged, Ps 80:12, 16; Isa 5:4; Jer 2:21-22,
Ezek 156; 19:10-14. Here the Lord focuses on the Tenants, as He is fadng the
Head Tenants, 21:23. WENT INTO A FAR COUNTRY/on a journey- The
vineyard would supdy him with goodwine if he lived in a land where grapes
couldn't be grown. His absence gives the Tenants a freehand. When the Lord had
settled Israd in the land He withdrew from constant intervention, Deu 3410-12.
This gave them freedom of adion - a dhanceto become resporsible servant-sons,
or as they chose, drift into apostasy. The Lord still wants us to be sons, not slaves
or robas, Rom 8:1-30; Gal 3:21-29; 5:1-26.

21:34-39 WHEN THE TIME.. SENT SERVANTS.. collea fruit- Asin 2330-35;
Isa 6:8; Jer 7:21-25; Acts 7:52; Heb 1:1. The Tenants - Israd under its leaders.
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on kehalf of His Father, and He is FINAL. God hes nothing more to dffer thase
who rged Him except terrible judgment, Heb 1:1-3; 10:26-31. THEY WILL
REVERENCE/resped MY SON- Heb 129. They might susped servants could
have been impostors. The son was clealy genuine. THISIS THE HEIR.. KILL
HIM- They recognised him. Their adion was totaly inexcusable. The fail ure of
the Rulers to adknowledge Jesus was a deliberate adion, not ignarance Jn 11:47-
53.

LET US EIZE ON/take HISINHERITANCE- They may have assumed the Father
was dead, but the law in Galil eeseans to have dlowed tenants to claim land when
rent hadn't been paid for some yeas. As grealy materiali sts they were blind to any
possble punishment - the asent Landowvner was unred to them. (Note the only
lapse from blind geed and hetred in Acts 5:33-40.) That God was invisible |eft the
religious leaders freeto ignare Him and His purposes, and wse their position and
Temple for their own pupaoses, Jn 1148 Carnal Christians/False Prophet leaders
also deny the Lord, and convert His church to their own selfish puposes, Acts
20:30; 1 Cor 3:3; 11:21; 2 Pet 2: 3 Jn 9-10. As bseph was rejeded, yet came to
glory, Gen 37.20; 49:22-26, so Jesus suffered withou the canp, brought forth fruit
and is exated in Glory, 1sa53:11; Jn 1224; Heb 121-2; 13:12. THEY.. SLEW/
killed HIM - Asthe Lord spoke to them, that was what they were planningto da

21:40-41 WHEN.. WHAT WILL HE DO- How will he trea them? HE WILL
MISERABLY DESTROY/a wretched end- They will get what they deserve.
The siege and destruction d Jerusalem was a miserable way to de. Aswith David,
2 Sam 12:1-7, the rights of the matter were obvious to them, and they pronource
their own condemnation. They had been warned that destruction must follow
persistent rebellion, Isa 1:1-31, etc

LET OUT/rent- Following the deah o the Son. OTHER.. give HIM THE
FRUITS/his dhare of the crop- He would ensure that the new tenants were such
as would honou the (new covenant) terms of their contrad. Cp 1 Sam 15:28; Dan
2:44. In the Millennium this will be true of National Israd raised up from the
Believing remnant among them, Ps 72:1-19; Isa 27:6. But as Peter pointed ou it
applies to the Church as a haly nation, 1 Pet 2:9. We & the new people of God
must not fed proudand superior, as Paul made dea, Rom 11:20-22.
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their rebel apostasy to acamplish His eternal purposes, Acts 2:22-24, etc. Cp Isa
52:2-10; Phil 2:9.

21:43 THEREFORE.. THE KINGDOM.. TAKEN away FROM YOU- Israd had
been God's Kingdam, with al the promises and privileges of His care. The ceitre
of Hiswork in the world - His witnessto the nations, Ex 19:5-6. The Chief priests
and Rulers aded as heal tenants in charge of His tenants Israd, and resporsible to
ad on His terms for their tenancy, the Law. In killi ng their Messah they would
forfeit every privilege invalved in this, and this would be made dea in AD 70.
The presence of God amongHis OT people set them apart for Himself. Under the
Gospel Believers are set apart to Him by His indwelling, Col 1:27.

GIVEN TO A NATION/people- God will give the privilege of being His people to a
different group, the Church, asin Rom 11, Not araceor land, but a spiritual nation
made up d Believers born again children of God, indwelt by the Holy Spirit
under the new covenant. We see this change happening in Acts. BRINGING
FORTH THE FRUITS/who will produceitsfruit- Asin Jn 157-10; Rom 15:9-
11, etc. The new principle of belongng has been set out in 3:8-12; 7:15-23; 8:11-
12;12:39-42; 21:28-31, etc. **41

21:44-46 He who falls ON THIS STONE will BE BROKEN- He cane humbly and
they despised Him, Isa 8:14; Lk 2:34, but those who try to kick Him out of the
way will i njure only themselves. The Lord Jesus is invulnerably al-important in
God's purposes, and their relationship with Him is all-important for anyone.
Because 21:44 is missng from some ancient Mss ®me have suggested it has been
added from Lk 20:18. But the form of the wording is different from Luke, and as
the last word of 43is smilar to the last word of 44, it would have been easy for a
scribe to omit 44. Isa 8:14-15; Dan 234-35, 44-45; Rom 9:32-33, contain simil ar
ideass. See Rom 9:32-33; 1 Pet 2:8. In Isa 2816-17 the stone is the sure
foundation, in Ps 11822 the topmost stone. To us He is predous, as both, 1 Pet
2:4-10.
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people might take His sde against them, agreang with His verdict on their
leadership. The Chief Priests were unpopuar as Roman puppets, and for their
greed and luxurious living.

Footnote **41 Rom 11:17-22 mentions the goastasy of the durch, from which true Christians will be
cdled hane, 1 Th 413-18, and Israd having welcomed the reggeded Messah on His return,
23.39; Zech 1210-14:21; Rom 11:25-27, will bring forth fruit for God. After the warnings of
punishment for Israd's wickednessthere's agrand promisein Lev 26:44-45.

CHAPTER 22

22.1-14 The Wedding Feast for a King's Son

(This completes the Lord's answer to those who challenged His authority, 21:23. Jews
though of Messah's coming Kingdam as like a long, joyful Wedding Feast. Cp Rev19:7-
9. The Priests, Sribes and Pharisees expeded to be in that Kingdan. Certainly they had
the invitation, the OT, bu they had pu their own interests before the Lord's interests, at
times killed His srvants, 21:28-43, were plotting to kill the Mesgah, andwould be
destroyed.) **42

22:1-2 JESUS Earlier He withdrew from oppasition, Jn 859; 10:39. Now He
continued the cnfrontation and challenged them with another teading parable.
THE KINGDOM.. LIKE A KING.. A MARRIAGE/wedding banquet FOR
HIS SON- The Kingis God, who daws people to Him, Jn 6:44, for them to share
with His Son a banquet - the joy of Salvation, 8:11; 25:1-13. The badkgroundis
the Jewish OT, in which the blessngs God was preparing and dferingto Israd are
set out in such terms, Ex 24:11; Prov 91-6; 1sa 25.6;61:10; 62:5; 65:13; Hos 2:19;
Cp 915; In 329; Eph 525-28.

22:3-4 SENT SERVANTS TO CALL .. TO WEDDING- According to custom the
first invitation ddnt give adate. The OT had invited them to come to Messah's
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important occasions might be given a padlite reminder, Esth 58; 6:14. ALL/
everything READY, COME- Suggests the completion d the provision for
Salvation in Christ crucified, risen, ascended. This King is GOD, so in GraceHe
gives those who kill ed His Son anather chance - pleals with the rebels to come.
This Seaond dfer began at Penteaost and was gedficdly to Jews only throughto
at least Acts 8.

22.5-7 THEY paid no atention- Used orly in 1 Tim 4:14; 2 Pet 1:12;, Heb 23; 8:9.

We too may have ignaed the Gospel invitation. Cp respornse to Hezeiah's
invitation 2 Chr 30:10-122 WENT.. TO FARM/fiedd.. MERCHANDISE/
business Went on dang what they wanted to dg enjoying their possessons.
Perhaps they thougtt they could come when they had dore dl they wanted?

Footnote **42 Preaders use a good story more than orce In Lk 141524, ealy in the Lord's

ministry, he spoke this parable simply as awarning not to ignore God's invitation.

THE rest maltreated THEM SPITEFULL Y- Acts 5:40; 14:5, 19; 17:5; 21:30; 23:2.

SLEW/killed THEM- Those who ddn't ignare the invitation insulted and kea up
the servants for telling them what they didn't want to know. As the Lord was
treaed, so would His srvants be, 10:16-39; Jn 1518-27; 1 Cor 4:11-13. Israd's
resporse to Jesus/ the Gospel was mixed, 10:16-25; Acts 5:17-41; 7:54-8:3. Even
ignaing the invitation expressed their rebelli on.

THE KING.. DESTROYED THOSE MURDERERS- Cp Lk 2328-31. The aty of

the Grea King hed become THEIR CITY- the dty of the murderers of Christ the
Son d God, 23:34-35, 38, Lk 13:33-34; Acts 7:39; 12:2-3. The Roman armies
were the Lord's armies in AD 70, as the Assgyrian army had been in Isa 10:5-15.
The Lord knew the destruction d the Temple would follow their rejedion, 23:37-
38; 24:2. Cp 1sa 5:24-25; Isa 13.5; Jer 25:9; Ezek 16:41; Hab 1:5-11. Once @ain
the aty would be destroyed, Israd exiled and return, Acts 1.6-7; Rom 11:1-32.

22:8-10 THE WEDDING banquet IS READY, BUT those invited WERE NOT

WORTHY/did not deserve to come- For worthy, see10:10, 11, 13, 37, 38. Their

behaviour showed they didn't deserve the invitation. As in Acts 13:45-46, those

who felt superior to the invitation were unworthy of it. Pride distorts our view and
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nation d 21:43.

22.11-14 THE KING CAME IN- Custom required him to welcome them and ensure
everything was enjoyable for them. HE SAW/noticed A MAN- Only one man is
challenged and gjeded, so that eat of us foud ask ourselves Lord, isit |? 26:22.
not wearing A WEDDING GARMENT/clothes- Clean white dothes were worn
for feasts. To comein drty clothes insulted the host. Nothing in 2210 says guests
didnt have time to go hane and clean up Early Commentators sich as Augustine
suggest the Host provided garments for all the guests. This fits in the Spiritual
message of the Parable. The Lord provides the garment needed by sinners, the
righteousnessof Christ recaeved by faith, Gen 3.21; 1sa61:10; Zedch 34; Lk 15:22,
Rom 3:22-24; 10:3-10; 1 Cor 1:30; 2 Cor 5:21. Kings and rich men had stores of
fine garments, 2 Ki 10:22; Jas 5:2. Horacewrote that Lucullus had 5000robes in
stock. Robes were given as a mark of favour, Gen 37:3; 45:22; Judges 14:12; 1
Sam 18:4; 2 Ki 5:5; Esth 6:8; Dan 57; Zech 3:3-5; Lk 1522. In Moslem times,
probably preserving an ancient custom, not to wea the gift of a Caliph was sich
an insult that men werekill ed for it. **43

FRIEND HOW?- How is it that youve insulted me by not bothering to dress
appropriately. HE/the man WAS SPEECHLESS Cp Rom 3:19. THE KING
told the SERVANT Sattendants- Diakoncs The servants attending the guests.
The evangdliserdinviters, 22:3-10 are Doulos- blood bough slave-servants. It's
angels, not saved sinners who carry out God's judgmenta ads, 1341 TAKE HIM
AWAY .. DARKNESS 8:12. WEEPING- Regret at lost oppatunity, perhaps, but
selfish sorrow, as GNASHING OF TEET H- Continued anger against God.

MANY ARE CALLE D/invited, BUT FEW CHOSEN- A warning against taking the
Gospdl invitation lightly. Many recave God's invitation to salvation and life but
naot al enjoy it. It IS Gods choasing, yet as the parable shows, while nathing
anyone did could qualify them for the Feast, many disqualified themselves by
what they did. It's human chosen adions which mark the dhosen ores. The Gospel
invites all, but many are unwilli ng to come on the Lord's terms, and remain onthe
broad way. Only the few find/ enter/ walk the narrow way to life andjoy. 7:13-14.
Salvation involves both Gods choosing, and ou choosing. Cp The many
chosen/cdled ou of Egypt, choasing nd to enter promised land, 1 Cor 10:1-10;
Jude 5.
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God's people were under the rule of the Gentiles. And yet hated Jesus $ much
they joined WITH HERODIANS- Who suppated the dlied-to-Rome Herod
family, who would report anything Jesus sid against Rome. A Messah who
accepted the right of Heahen Romans to tax God's people was unthinkable to a
Jew. To say NO could be reported as treason.

MASTER/Teacher WE KNOW.. TRUTH- As hypocrites they spe& the truth which
they were refusing to obey. He wasn't swayed by the desire to flatter and dease
important people, or afraid to dffend them when loyalty to God's Word required it.
Cp Johris warning Herod d his sn in taking Herodias. They are pushing Jesus to
ignare the daims of Caesar, and spe&k asif he didn't matter.

Footnote **43 In Rev 19.8 the BRIDE'S wedding garment being righteous/loving things Christians
had dore has made some see the wedding garment as righteous living here dso. Certainly it
warns that outwardly going along with Christian company and dactrine isn't enough. Redity will
be tested, 7.13-27; 1 Cor 3:11-15, etc, bu only those made righteous in Christ through His
atoning deah can put on Christ in daily life fellowship with Christ crucified and risen, 2 Cor
5:10; Gal 3:27; Eph 424; Col 3:1-17. Saving Faith is demonstrated in Godly living.

TELL US A request for an dficial statement of His palicy on this issue. IS IT
LAWFUL/right TO GIVE TRIBUTE/pay taxes TO CAESAR- Is it moraly

right/does God's Law approve of our paying the tax which shows we're under
Caesar'srule.

22:18-22 JESUS SAID.. HYPOCRITES?- You aren't wanting to knowv God's will so
you can doit. Jesus kept His eye on God and His fed escgoed the net, Ps 25:15.
SHOW ME- As a good teader He invaved them in the leaning process A
PENNY /denarius- The win they had to pay as tax. That they had such a @in in
their possesson showed the hypocrisy of their question. The Essnes are said to
have refused to use such coins. WHOSE IMAGE/portrait- Whaose picture and
name is gamped onit? The aurrent denarius was of Tiberias, and the inscription
named him as God, and High Priest. The other side of the @min had a woman
seded, representing PEACE - under Rome/enforced by Rome.

CAESAR'S It belongs to Caesar, stamped with his picture and rame. RENDER
THEREFORE/give to- Present tense, timelesstruth. CAESAR- To gve badk to
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UNTO/to GOD THE THINGS THAT ARE/what is GOD'S- Man is gamped with
the image of God, Gen 1:26-27, isued by Him and we owe our value to Him. God
has the right to colled what belongs to Him, 21:41; Rom 12:1-21; 1 Pet 2:17. But
the essential point is our obligation to God and to the State. Their failure to oley
God had brought them under the yoke of Rome. Instead of being trapped into
disowning God a Caesar He shows their dual citizenship/ resporsibility. The only
unlimited oHigation is to the Creaor, and Redeamer, but resporsibility to the
State lies within that, even when the State violently oppases God and the Gospdl,
as Rome did later under its rulers. The Lord's words both confirm and limit the
authority of the State.

THEY MARVELLE D/were amazed- Instead of being trapped, the Lord had orce
more dallenged them by reminding them of their resporsibiliti es to God, as well
as to Caesar. The Lord Jesus didnt advocae rebellion against the State, even
thoughthe State was abou to exeaute Him.

22:23-33 Resurrection Ridiculed & Defended

(Rationdi st materialists dorit believepeople rise from the dead, andso try to make the idea
seanridiculous.)

22:23-30 THE SADDUCEES.. SAY NO RESURRECTION- Acts 23:6-10. Beingin
a position to grab more than their share in this life, left the wedthy High Priestly
famili es happy to believe there was no resurredion and judgment coming. Like
some people today they made agoodliving ou of the Bible but ignared anything
that made demands which were inconvenient. **44

MASTER/Teacher.. MOSES.. RAISE UP SEED/children for him- If they had
children the first was courted as the dead man's child so his family line, and
property, would be preserved, Deu 255-6. Cp Ruth 4:10. It was a dso provision
for a dildless widow. SEVEN BRETHREN/brothers- An imaginary tae
intended to make apoint. THE FIRST.. MARRIED.. died.. since he had no
children.. THE WOMAN DIED. IN/at THE RESURRECTION WHOSE
WIFE SHALL SHE BE- Whowill shelive with aswife?
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upinto atotaly different kind o world. **45

RESURRECTION.. NEITHER MARRY .. GIVEN IN MARRIAGE- There will be
no real for procredaion in Heaven o that exclusive relationship which is
appropriate to it. (And the only one in which true openness and ore-ness is
possble in this world.)) BUT ARE/will be like THE ANGELS- Not become
angels, but like angels will enjoy life withou sexuality and marriage, and bke in
heaven. At deah we're liberated into better, and eternal bodes and lives, 1 Cor
15:20-57; Phil 3:21; 1 Jn 3:1-3.

Footnote **44 In favour of the resurredion the Pharisees used Deu 3239 Thaose God kill s, He makes

aive, those He wounds, He heds. Job 1925-27; Ps 73:23; Isa 25:8; 26:19; Ezek 37:1-14; Dan
12:1-2.

Footnote **45 Reverent study of the Scriptures gives contad with the living God, and an awareness
of His interest in, and the relevance of His word to, every asped of life. And this powerfully
affeds our beliefs and lifestyle, as Scriptures are the record of His power interading with the
affairs of this world. The Pharisees, like some today, claimed to knov more than God hed
reveded, making at times crude projedions of present life into a new world. The Sadducees
doulted everything. These oppasites feed eath ather. The Lord trimmed speaulation, and showed
the folly of unbelief.

22:31-33 BUT.. RESURRECTION.. NOT READ.. SPOKEN BY GOD to you-
Jesus appeds to Ex 3:6. The Sadducees acceted the Pentateuch as being what
Moses said from God, 22:24. Not | WAS the God, | AM THE GOD OF
ABRAHAM- They are dtill in existence avaiting the resurredion. God is dill
Abraham's God. Abraham was with Him/in relation to Him, alive, and therefore
the resurredion d Abraham's body makes ®nse. Cp Lk 2342-43. NOT THE
GOD OF THE DEAD- A corpse doesn't have aGod. He can be the God orly of
those who worship Him as God. These ae LIVING people, so Abraham etc were
still alive when God spoke to Moses.

22:34-40 The Greatest Commandment

(Mk 12:28-34. Cp Lk 10:25-28, where erlier the answer is given by a scribe and the Lord
defines who is our neighbou. Here it relates to what a man IS rather than to what He
DOES) **46

22:34-40THE PHARISEES.. A LAWY ER/expert in thelaw ASKED/tested HIM -
Asin 161; 19:3; 22:15-18. They were still hopngto dscredit Him in front of the
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in love to Him with every asped of our being. WITH ALL HEART- Emotions,
SOUL- Will, MIND- Intelleda. (Mark adds Strength- Physicd.) In Hebrew there
was no sharp dstinction between these, but the words are hegped upto remind us
we shoud love God with the whole of our being. In al we think, fed, chocse or
do - ultimate, total loyalty. No ore has ever cared more for the welfare of people
than Jesus did, but His humanism was aways centred in God. Only when God is
surrendered to/ al owed to befirst in ou livesisit posgblefor usto view andtrea
ead aher as we shoud. Gospel proclamation shoud precade and lead to social
resporsibility.

SECOND.. LOVE- Jn 316; 1 Cor 131-7. NEIGHBOUR AS yourself- LXX Lev
19:18. QOur first duty is to God, to be what He purpaoses and will s for us. This
automaticdly invalves our standing with Him in His concern for others. These
keegy eath ather true.

Footnote **46 The behaviour condemned in the Commandments is gill sinful, Rom 13:8-10; Gal
5:14; Jas 2:8, bu Love God, and Neighbou as external commands can orly condemn us. Under
the NEW Covenant, 2 Cor 2:3-18; Heb 810 oledienceto external Law has been replaceal by the
new nature implanted and empowered by The Holy Spirit by the new birth, Jn 1:12; 3:1-7. He
enables us to want and doGod's will, Phil 2:12-13, and so to live in fellowship with God as His
children/sons, at alevel above what the Law demands, Rom 8:2-16.

The totality of our being and cgpadty being committed to Him, is an abstraad thing,
but it commits us to sharing His love, in pradicd ways, with those He has placeal
within ou read, Gal 6:10; Jas 2:5; 1 Jn 318; 4:21. **47

ON THESE.. HANG ALL THE LAW AND PROPHETS- All requirements God
has deaedal in the whae OT are based onand summed upin these two, Ex 20.6;
Deu 3016, 20; Ps 14520; Amos 5:15. If we loved God totally we might need no
other commandment, but as it is we do reeal the other spedfic indicaions of His
will as a dhedk on hav were doing. Where there ae no spedfic rulings for/
against something LOVE applied to any spedfic situation povides the Key. We
must always bea in mind that our Blessed Lord expeds us to concentrate on ou
love for one ancther, rather than on cetail s which may divide us, Jn 1512-17.

22:41-46 Messah isDavid'sSon & Lord

(The Lord closes the questioning with a question which forces them to face a Sripture that
requires Mesgah to be more than human. He was the root from which David sprang, as
well asthe offspring d David, Rev22:16; Rom 1.3-4. Theyrefused to facethis.)
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in Ps 110 David says his onis his superior. That in Greek the same word is used
for Lord in bah cases hints that David's descendant is also God. ON/at MY
RIGHT HAND- Ruling with me/ sharing my glory, asin Heb 1.3, 13; 8:1; 10:12;
12.2. MAKE.. ENEMIES FOOTSTOOL /put under your fed- Meaning urtil
al your enemies are defeaed. This proclaims the deity of Christ and the God-
guarantead certainty of His triumph. (Traditionally conqguerors might put their fee
onthe head of the conquered. 1 Cor 15:25.)

224546 |F DAVID callsHIM LORD, HOW can HE be HIS SON?- No father at
that time would cdl his n hsLord. Mesgah can't just be adescendant of David,
taking up David's work of uniting and liberating Israd. He must be Superior
to/come from a source higher than David. **48

Footnote **47 It's easy to be like Karl Marx who clamed to love the working class bu was
impatient with individual workers! A silly modern ideais that being selfish, and making sure we
get what we want, is the first step towards loving our neighbou! But when we love God, we love
ourselves in the sense of being happy to be what He has made us, and committed to what He is
making us, and have asimil ar attitude towards those aound s.

Footnote **48 Matthew has referred to Jesus as David's ©n, 11; 9:27; 15:22; 20:30-31; 21:9, bu
aso as Gods Son, 215 3:17; 4:3, 68; 1433 1616, 2663, 27:43, 54.This dua nature of
Messahisimplicit from thefirst in 2Sam 7:12-14; 1 Chr 17:11-14.

NO MAN WAS ABLE TO ANSWER/reply- The Pharisees give up hoye of trapping
Jesus with questions, and concentrate on killi ng Him. He has dore dl He can to
shed light into the darkness of their heats and minds. Ther refusa to
answer/accept the evidence of Scripture leads naturaly to His condemnation d
them in the dhapter that foll ows.

CHAPTER 23

23:1-39 Woeson Scribes & Pharisees - Lament over Jerusalem

(Mk 12:38-40; Lk 11:39-52- spoken much earlier. We're so used to reading d the patient
compasson d Jesus that these words shock The Religious leaders had oppased,
ridiculed andslandered Him, 12 24, etc been trying to trap Him, andwould soon murder
Him. But there is no persond resentment in His harsh words. That the truth is gpoken in
sorrowful loveis e in 2337-39. The damnale thing which earned His condemnation
Is given in 2313. God had gven His Word that men might know Him and bke blessed.
They had wsed their knowledge of that Word to ke His people from coming into the
blessngs Christ had keen dfering, Jn 9:22; 12:42. We're not to make similar attacks on
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Gal 1:6-9. We must judge ourselves, andexeacise some discipline on ou own Christian
fellowships, 7:6, 1523; 16:18-19; 18:15-20; 1 Cor 5.)

23.1-4 SCRIBES/teachers of the law- Most were PHARISEES- Acts 239, who
oppased Jesus, 5:20; 15:1; Lk 5:30; 6:7; 11.44; Jn 83. Most were beyond the
read of truth, 2 Th 29-12, but disciples and the acowd needed to be warned. SIT
IN MOSES SEAT- A prominent stone sea has been found in ancient
synagogues, perhaps for the President, which may have been cdled Moses Sed.
But the point is they claimed to be Moses' disciples, Jn 928, teading the Law
with his authority. Moses was authorised by God and spoke in fellowship with
Him, but they were self-authorised. If they'd redly believed Moses they'd have
believed Jesus, Jn 545-47. As a teader it's essy to become ahypocrite, more
interested in telling ahers what to dothan in dang it. As heaers the Lord wants
us to honou Bible Teaders as the Jews at Bereadid, Acts 17:11 - not criticise
everything, or believe everything.

Footnote **49 As Commentators point out, sweguing condemnations were normal at the time when
any group d Jews (or Greek Phil osophers) described arival group - Eg in Dead Seascrolls. At
the Reformation, Reformers and Romanists also gave harsh and sweeging verdicts on eat cther,
and there was truth on bah sides. Every Christian groupis guilty of Un-Christian behaviour that
cdls for condemnation from the Lord. See Rev 2 and 3. It doesn't mean EVERY Scribe or

Phariseewas a hypocrite, or EVERY THING they taught was wicked folly. Every Jewish group
shared in common GOOD things that set them far above the average Gentil e.

you must obey- Resped for God's Law required resped for teaders of the Law (as
we must resped Rulers who exercise rule for God, Rom 13) but Jesus warns
against their errors and inconsistencies. Cp 121-14; 15:1-20; 16:6-12; 19:3-9, etc.
That they taught the Law added to their guilt if they didnt obey it, Jas 3:1. If
unbelieving church lealers quate the Bible we resped what they say, becaise it's
God's Word, but we dorit join them in any unbelief or uniblicd adions.

NOT AFTER THEIR WORKS\don't do what they do- They teat you to dowhat
the Law says, but donit themselves doit. Cp 21:28-32; Rom 2:21-29; 1 Tim 4:12;
Jas 1:22-26. Hypocrisy is natural to us all. It's right to attadk hypocrisy in athers
only if like Jesus we're freefrom it, or if by His Gracewe're dtadking every form
of it in ouselves and ou own group, 7:3-5; 1 Tim 4:16. Some Rabbis boasted that
teathing God's Law fread them from any need to pradiseit. **50

HEAVY BURDENS/Ioads.. ON MEN'S SHOULDERS- They interpret and apply
the Law in ways that make obeying it a very heavy load for other people, 11:29;
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J.9.)

23:5-7 ALL /Everything done for MEN to see 6:1-6. Literally to make thedre! Put
on a show. We beame hypocrites when we're too interested in what People think
of us. **51 PHYLACTERIES- The boxes containing Ex 13.1-6, 9, 16; Deu 6.4-
9; 11:.13-21, worn on the forehead and left arm to symbodlise the weaer's
commitment to oleying Gods Law. ENLARGE BORDERS/make tassls long-
Worn to remind them that they belonged to God, Num 15:37-41; Deu 2212. Asan
obedient Jew, Jesus wore these, 9:20; 14:36. These men wore big ores © people
would be sure to ndice and think they were espedally devoted to God. We
shoudn't make an ouward show of our Faith, but humbly obey the Lord wherever
we ae.

LOVE UPPERMOST ROOMS/place of honour- At the host's right hand -
privileged to be nea him, and honouwed with the best food and dink. THE
CHIEF/most important SEATS IN SYNAGOGUES- On the stage of the
synagogle where everyone @muld seethem. The mngegation sat on the floor. See
Jas 2:1-4.

Footnote **50 One Rabbi deaeead "He who teades but doesn't do the Law is as high above him who

obeys the law but doesn't tead as heaven is above eath - because he who daes the law does
goodto orly hisown soul. He who teades the Law does goodto the many souls of his heaers!”

Footnote **51 Johanan Ben Zaka a gred Pharisee 60 yeas later said it was aufficient for us to fea
God as much as we fea man, as when ore has dore wrong, ore instinctively says "If only no
man has e me.”

love to be greeted.. RABBI- My greda one - used as a title of honou for Jewish
leaders who studied/taught Gods Law. By centring people's attention on
themselves they used religion to gain worship for themselves, taking people's
minds away from God.

23:8 You are not to be CALLE D RABBI.. one MASTER, CHRIST- Religious
leaders like to be cdled speda names and gven speaa honou, but Christians
mustn't do that. Only one Person hes the right to dictate to us, and be looked upto
as being in a different class There ae differences of GIFT and dfferences in
loving cedicaion to the exercise of gifts, and dwe resped must be shown to
Lealers, preadersetc, 1 Cor 16:15-16; 1 Th 512-13; 1 Tim 5:17; Heb 1317. But
Leaders aren't to be given titles or treded as if they are superior people. Any
hierarchy of Clergy over the Laity is condemned. Abiliti es and resporsibiliti es are
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correded by Him, throughead ather, can we truly honou Him. Teaders are to
stand aongside their brothersin Christ foll owing the Lord and oleying Him.

239 CALL NO MAN/do not call anyone FATHER- We're to honouw our human
fathers, Eph 62. But to cdl areligious leader Father-Abba-Padre-Patriarch-Pope
isto pu him in the placeof God. We must not look upto and oley ANYONE in
Spiritual things as if we owed ou lives to them, and they were the ones to answer
al our questions, and tell us what to da Of course parents have to tell children
what to dg and children must please them and obkey them. And upto a point it's
true of anyone helping rew Christians. But all the time they must be leaning to
step badk and pant growing children to the Heavenly Father, urge them to love
Him, and ded with HIM for themselves. **53

Footnote **52 For those outside such systems to denource them arrogantly is likely to be asign o
jedousy, na superiority. A hierarchy of Wedth, Leaning, Popuarity etcisaso unhblicd. In the
ealy church aslave might be an Elder, whil e his owner was an ardinary member.

Footnote **53 Although this command has been ignored through most of church history, those now
known as "ealy church Fathers' used the title Father for God alone. A commentary on Matthew
by J P Meier, 1980, dficialy approved by the RC church warns "the Catholic Church must
refled on whether these inspired words cdl it to forsake the ectesiasticd titles which have
proliferated in its midst.” Even in my youth | saw two frail nuns grugding along with heavy
suitcases, dongside abig man with his hands in his pockets with everyone bowing to hm and
cdling him "Father." All the Cathadlicsin the district were to be obedient children dang just what
he said. The Pope in Rome is "Papa’ to al the milli ons of Cathadlics in the world. In Moscow a
"Patriarch" is Father to Russan Orthodox Christians, etc. It would be better if thase who looked
to them as FATHER andtried to be their obedient children, were freeto look to the one and orly
Heavenly Father Himself.

ONE.. FATHER.. IN HEAVEN- He has begotten us by the word of His truth, Jas
1:18. By bringing the Gospel to the Corinthians Paul had the privilege of being
their spiritual father, 1 Cor 4:15, so had a spedal right to love, serve, and instruct
them. But he didn't claim the religious title of Father, or lord it over them, 2 Cor
1:24.

23:10-12 NEITHER/Nor be CALLE D MASTERS/teachers- Guides. ONE 1S.. the
CHRIST- God aoneis our Father. The only One entitled to interpret His will for
us, is the Lord Jesus Christ. What leaders are cdled encourages or discourages
their lording it over their brothers, 1 Pet 5:3. They're to tead what the Lord says,
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trea you as important, God will humble you. humbles HIMSELF.. EXALTE D-
Accepts a low position, defers to athers, kegys a humble dtitude. See 18:4; Job
22:29; Prov 2923; 1sa 10:33; Ezek 21:26; Lk 1:52; 2 Cor 11.7; Jas 4:6; 1 Pet 5:5.
This isn't a new ideag but Jesus relates it seaurely to the cetain and righteous
judgment of God.

Threethings mark a Christian. What we ARE- God's children. What we BELIEVE-

what our Teacher/Rabh teaches. What we DO- asdireded by our Master.

23:13-28 The Religious L eaders Condemned for Hypocrisy

(Mk 12:38-40; Lk 11:43, 46 20:45-47.Cp Deu 2815-19; Isa 58-23, Hab 26-19. As leaders

of religious life theyre condemned for the disaster produced by their rejedion o their
promised Mesdah. And for interpreting Gods Law so as to bock Israel from the
posshility of knowing God and leing dessed. Their hypocrisy is the outward conformity
to the detail s of God's law that produces sif-righteousnessand shuts God ou in arder to
maintain its good opnion d self - as does modern humanistic Christianity. To help
people break freefrom obedienceto them the Lord pdnts out some of the folli es foundin
their teaching. Skh fodlish ideas can still be found in the ancient Rabkinic writings,
alongwith the wise and God-honouing statements recorded there.) **54

Footnote **54 There ae deliberately dishorest leadersin al religions, pditica parties etc, bu some

like Paul Acts 26:9 thought they were serving God, Jn 162. That in the name of God they were
fighting against God Acts 5:39, meant they were being hypocrites without redising it. This
happened because, as in modern cults and seds, the leaders pride and zed in defending their
own interpretations of Scripture moved them to twist the meaning, 2 Pet 3:16, d Scriptures that
would have correded their errors. We must seek graceto SUBMIT to Scripture as we real it.

23:13 WOE- Alas! Expresses pain, anger and sorrow at the wicked folly and the

judgment it eaned. SCRIBES/teachers of the Law.. PHARISEES Having
begun to spe& to the aowd ABOUT them the Lord turns and spea&k TO them.
HYPOCRITES The word ariginally meant an ador on the stage. Here it means
an ador in religious things. One who pus on a show of outward hdinessand love
for God, but wasn't at al li ke that at heat. Cp Zedch 11:17.

SHUT THE KINGDOM AGAINST MEN/in men's faces- Whil e pretending to help

men know God in Scripture they used it to lock them out from His presence They
did so by mis-direding the interest and energy of their foll owers towards treding
Gods revelation d Himself and His will i n the Law as a matter of carying heavy
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instead of entering they used that privileged pasition to bock the entrance from
those interested in gang in. To this day, men who are paid to be Lealers of
Christian churches may be tolerant of every other religion, and yet violently
oppase the Gospel, and its preaders. (The gocryphal Gospel of Thomas says like
the dogslegping in the manger they neither ed nor let the oxen ed. )

23:14-15[RT] Thisis missng from the oldest Mss and in some Mssit's placed before
verse 23. It may have been brought in from the parallel passages, Mk 1240; Lk
20:47. As it's in those places it cetainly is Gods Word. WOE.. DEVOUR
WIDOW'S HOUSES.. LONG PRAY ERS- At the Reformation this would have
been applied to the RC Priests who uged widows to spend much money in having
"masses’ said for their dead husband which were suppcsed to shorten histimein
"purgatory.” Jews had no such custom, so the Lord is smply saying these men
made agreda show honouing God by spending time visibly praying, 6:5. But in
their business life they took advantage of the vulnerable (for whom God cared,
Deu 2419, etc) to increase their profits, Ma 3:5. They took from widows their
property by foredosing onmortgages etc, yet made agrea show of loving God.
Today it's not unusual for cults to persuade members to sign their property over to
them.

WOE.. TO MAKE ONE PROSELYTE/win a single mnvert- As they refused to
accept Jesus as Saviour and Lord, their zedous missonary adivity hardened their
converts against Christ, and locked them out from Gods Kingdan. See Acts
13:44-52; 14:1-6, 19; 17:5-9, 13, etc. Zed in spreading error is as damnable & the
comfortable lazaness of those blessed by, and entrusted with, the Gospel. Even a
shall ow presentation d the Gospel can inoculate people ajainst the red thing.

CHILD/son- One charaderised by being like/having their life derived from a parent,
Jn 83947. While daiming to work for God they were requiting agents for
HELL ! Conwverts were made the devil's daves, by the conwvction that outward
conformity to the law establi shed self-righteousness with no read for the Gospel,
Rom 10:1-4. The Lord has commanded US to gointo the whale world, and make
disciples for Him, 28:18-20; Acts 1:8. But the Pharisees made disciples to their
own dstortion d God's Word. **55

23.:16-22 BLIND GUIDES- A solemn considered judgment. See 15:14; 23.37-39;
Rom 2:19. SWEAR BY THE TEMPLE means NOTHING- They ruled that
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FOOL S Moros- Moron BLIND- Men are cndemned for cdling their brothers foadls,
5:22. To doso is to judge them, usurping the placeof the Judge, 7:1-5; Lk 6:37,
Rom 14:4; 1 Cor 4:3-5. Christ is the Rightful JUDGE who knaws al - and as
crucified, risen Son d Man has the right to gve the final judgment, Jn 522, 27,
Acts 17:31. He gives His verdict as a dhalenge to repent, and as a warning to
those tempted to imitate those He is condemning. GREATER? THE GOLD, OR
THE TEMPLE- Obvioudly the Temple is greaer as gold is smply gold, apart
from the Temple. And nochange in the form of words can free one from the need
to keg promises, 5:33-37. There's no dacefor "small print escgpe dauses' in
Christian dedings. **56

Swears BY THE ALT AR.. GREATER- The dtar symbalised fellowship with God.
Things becane hay when pu on it, Ex 29.37. Swears BY THE TEMPLE
Swears by the One who dwellsin it- Ps 13521. In ore sense the Temple was a
mere den dof thieves. In another sense it was where God dwvelt. Men's attitude/what
they came to the Temple for, made the difference BY HEAVEN.. THE
THRONE- The placewhere God sits and rules from.

Footnote **55 The same is true today with people like Jehovah's Witnesss. They believe alie - that
Jesus came to the eath in 1914,set up His Kingdom, and cancdled the Gospel of Jn 316 etc.
And that winning converts will help them and their converts qualify for the "kingdom.” As a
result al their sincerity and zed can achieve is to turn people from Salvation, and seaure them
for hell.

Footnote **56 There ae no magicd forms of prayer, adions, etc that will bind the Lord to give us
what we &k - heding, etc. Acaurate knowing of the details of/strong faith in Charismatic
teading, Covenant teading, Dispensational teading, Saaamental teading, etc is NOT saving
knowledge of God, and tends to turn men's minds from it.

23:23PAY TITHE/give atenth OF.. CUMM IN- Isradites were cmmmanded to gve
God a tenth of their grain, wine, and dive ail. It was paid to the Levites, who in
turn passed on a tenth of that to the Priests, Lev 27.30; Deu 1217, 14:22-29;
26:12. There was no command to pay a tenth of the herbs. Levites had enough
land to grow their own vegetables and herbs. Mint and dil grew wild. But
OMITTED/ negleded- Aphiem- To send away, forget abou. THE
WEIGHTIER/more important MATTERS OF THE LAW- They paid attention
to trivial extensions of the Law, becaise & PHY SICAL things it was easy to do
them and ke seen to dothem. But it was folly to major on such things and ignare
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FAITH/faithfulness The right relationship between God and men. Mic 6:8, Walk
humbly with God = Faith/faithfulness To oley is better than sacrifice 1 Sam
15:22. To love one's neighbou is more important than all saaifices, Mk 1233.
Conservative Churches tend to be wea on Mercy/social justice Liberal churches
are strong onit, but tend to despise Faith in/faithfulnessto God and His reveded
will . Faith in God and His reveded will enables Faithfulnesswhich is seninlove
for God that's echoed in love for the neighbous He gives us.

OUGHT TO HAVE- Follow the small fussy extensions of the Law if you think you
shoud, asin Rom 14:22-23. But NOT LE AVE UNDONE/negleding- what God
values most. Put first what He puts first. A mark of false religion and sedarian
Christianity is the inability to dstingush between important truths, and the lesser
ones which are good ory when they are fitted in roundthe central concerns of
God.

23:24-26 BLIND GUIDES.. STRAIN AT/out- The KJV translators wrote OUT. In
the first edition the printer put AT, a mistake no ore has baothered to corred. A
GNAT- Rabhbis sid "He that kill s afleaon the Sabbath is as guilty as if he kill ed
a canel." So strict Pharisees drained what they drank througha doth to make sure
they didn't swallow even atiny unclean insed, Lev 11:20-23, 41.

Footnote **57 As Believers we and all we have ae God's blood-bought property, bu it's left to us as
stewards to dedde how much of what the Lord has given us shoud be returned to Him ead
week, 1 Cor 16:2. By making much o tithing we can be tempted to pride becaise of our

faithfulness or despair because it'simposshble. God asaures us that He's able to prosper generous
givers, bu this mustn't be twisted into atechnique to make God give usriches.

Foatnate **58 Other ancient Law-codes - Hammurabi's Code, Roman Law, etc favoured the rich and
powerful. Wedth and privileged pasition still enables some to escape justice

BUT SWALL OW A CAMEL- An urclean animal so hig the statement is clealy
figurative. One canel they swallowed was their murdering Christ their Messah.
At the same time they wouldn't put their fee on "unclean" Gentile pavement, as
they considered that doing so would make them unclean and so urable to ea their
Pasover, Jn 1828. They would pay Judas to betray Jesus, and yet naot take the
money badk into temple funds, 27:6.
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used their wedth in EXCESSself indulgence- Redless pleasure seeking, with a
hint of sexual sin. Jesus said that whil e they were not shamelesdy displaying these
sins as others did, their heat desires and hidden adions were the same, Rom 2:2-
3. The wedth they tithed so religiously had been acquired by dishorest business
dedings.

BLIND PHARISEE, CLEANSE FIRST.. inside the CUP- A clean ouside is
uselessif what's in the aup is foul. So Pharisees needed to repent of their sin, be
forgiven and cleansed, and orly then could they honou God in public by
following the outward forms of Law. Hezeiah started by cleansing the inner
temple, and ended the dean up pocessat the Temple's outer court, 2 Chr 29:16-
17.

23:27-28 Whitewashed tombs- Many people cane to Jerusalem to worship. Contad
with dead bodes, or even atomb, made Jews "unclean." So before the Passover all
graves were whitewashed so people muld avoid beaoming urclean by acadentally
touching them. Cp Ezek 13.10-16; 22:28. APPEAR/look BEAUTIFUL outside..
FULL OF DEAD MEN'S BONES- It was becaise they contained deah and
corruption the tombs were made to look so beautifully clean! Cp Ps 5:9.

APPEAR RIGHTEOUS.. FULL OF INIQUITY/wickedness They were caeful to
display the outward form of obedienceto God's Law. But their heat wasin violent
rebelli on against God and the spirit of the Law. And they rejeded Christ, the only
One who could cleanse their inner life, Jn 131-11; 1 Jn 1:5-9. **59

Footnote **59 Even today there ae men such as Dr Ruckman who professdevotion to maintaining
the pure Word of God, in KJV only, who make no attempt to olkey its command to spe& the
truth in love. Their writings are awelter of truth, half-truth and deli berate lies, spoken in violent,
abusive language.

23:29-39 Jesus as JUDGE GivesHis Verdict &

as Rgeded Saviour Weegdsfor Jerusalem

(Lk 13:34-35. Isradl is central to God's purpaose of blessng mankind. Israel's Leaders hadin
the past shown hgstility to God's rvants. Now as they face God in the person d Jesus
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bulld fine tombs for faithful men o God. IF.. THE BLOOD OF THE
PROPHETS- Their care for the tombs of the prophets asserted that they admired
them, agreed with them and were carying on their good work. But the only
prophets they liked were dead ores. Their fathers had the same idea Men are
happy to bask in the glory of being linked with thase who are safely distant and
dead. Men today who would have resented Paul, Luther, Bunyan, or Wesley,
pressng God's claimsontheir livesfind it easy to say they admire them.

WITNESEStestify aganst YOURSELVES- Their resporse to John Baptist, Jesus
and His disciples was carying onthe traditional rejedion and perseaution d the
OT prophets. The wording suggests their building the tombs is witnessng -
perhaps by making a show of glorifying the Man while ignaing his Message, Jn
5:39-47. FILL UP- Finish the work your fathers began. They had perseauted
God's representatives, their descendants would murder His Son, 21:33-39; 1 Th
2:14-16. Cp Ironic commands to doevil, Isa 8:9-10; Jer 7:21; Amos 4:4-5. God
delayed Judgment on the Amorites urtil they were ripe for it, Gen 1516. He was
doing the same with Israd in their rgedion d His srvants. Cp Amos 1:1-2:16.
He had dedared their sinful oppasition to God and says they will prove the truth
of His verdict by killing Him. SERPENT S/snakes.. VIPERS- Echoing Johns
words, 3:7. Emboded Love must spe& the truth and gve blunt warnings when
danger isimminent. HOW CAN/will you ESCAPE.. HELL - God must inevitably
condemn thase who lehave & you are behaving, etc.

23:34-36 WHEREFORE BEHOLD/Therefore- Take particular notice of what | am
abou to say. |- (Jesus edks as God, the only sender of prophets, Jer 7:25-34;
25:4-6.) SEND/am sending Y OU- Present tense, an ongong adion from Moses,
Ex 3:10-15 to Elijah, on to Peter, Stephen, and Paul, Acts 13:2; 1 Cor 12:9-10;
Eph 411 PROPHETS- With freshly inspired knonvledge. WISE MEN- With
stored knowvledge. SCRIBES/teachers- With the aility to study and pass on
knowledge. These gifts/ roles overlap.

SOME you will KILL- like Stephen, CRUCIFY- As they did the Saviour.
SCOURGE/flog IN YOUR SYNAGOGUES Deu 252; 2 Cor 1124
PERSECUTE- 1 Th 21516. We nedal to be far more distressed by Christian
perseaution d Jews down throughthe centuries than by the Jewish perseaution o
Christian Jews, nealy 2000yeas ago.
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FROM THE BLOOD OF RIGHTEOUS ABEL - Thefirst to be kill ed for his loyalty
to God, Heb 114; 1 Jn 312 TO Zediariah.. SLEW/murdered BETWEEN
TEMPLE AND ALT AR- The Altar of saaificein the courtyard in front of the
temple. This is recorded in 2 Chr 24:17-22, the last book in the Hebrew OT.
Zedhariah the High priest denourced the gostasy of King Joash, and was goned
to deah on the Kings orders. In bah cases the demand for vengeance was
spedfic.

SON OF Berekiah- This is the name of the prophet who wrote the OT book d
Zedhariah, Zech 11, but the Bible says nathing d him being murdered. The two
Zedhariahs were often confused in Jewish writings, so an ancient scribe may have
added this by mistake. Zedhariah the murdered priest was the son o Jehoiada, but
Berechiah= Blessed o the Lord, may have been an alternative name for Jehoiada,
whowas the Lord's Blessng to Joash/ the House of David, 2 Ki 11.

VERILY | SAY UNTO YOUI/l tel you the truth- A solemn asaurance ALL ..
UPON THIS GENERATION- Cp 111619, 123845, 17:17, 24:34. The
punishment of all these perseautions, mockeries and killi ngs of God's messengers
and oledient servants, came to a hea in the murder of Messah, the Prince of
Peace So, the aowning punshment of all these shameful, God-defying adions
came uponthat generation d Jews in the destruction d Jerusalem, AD 70. If we're
tempted to question the justice of this adion let us remember in awe, shame, and
wondering love that on ONE Jew alone of that generation fell the sin, and God's
Judgment onthat sin, of the whae world of human sinners, Jn 1:29; 2 Cor 5:21; 1
Pet 2:24. The synopic Gospels withessto that atoning deah in 2028; 26:26-28;
2751, Mk 1045; 14:24; Lk 2219-20; 23:34, 45. Christ stands and spe&s as
Jeremiah dd in Jer 7:25-29. Matthew writes of Jesus promising cdestruction o
Jerusalem, with no hnt of it having happened so it's likely that he wrote before
AD 70.

23:37-38 O JERUSALEM, JERUSALEM- A bitter lament over the aty. Repetition
gives emphasis, 7:21-22; Gen 2211; Lk 1G41; Acts 9:4. Jerusalem, the ceantre of
religious and pditicd Israd, represents the nation as a whaole including the
dispersed Jews. You kill PROPHETS- Cp 2135, 1 Ki 184; 19:10; 2 Chr 24:20-
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you were NOT willing- Their will defied His will, and in the end they had to be
allowed to go their own way, stay in the independence that leads to deah that
Adam chose and God permitted. YOU is now plural, The Lord desired to gather
them as a unit, but individually they had resisted Him. For Israd's refusal of God's
protedion, see lsa 30:15. Jer 7:13, 25-26; 11.7-8; 25.3-4; 26.5; 29:19; 32:33,
35:14-15; 44:4-5.

BEHOLD/Look- Pay attention to this important annourcement! YOUR HOUSE-
The placewhere you live, Jerusalem, and the Temple now abandored by God, and
left to them as they refused to adknowledge God the Son when He cane, 24:1-2;
Ezek 44:8; Ma 3:1-3. IS LEFT UNTO/to YOU DESOLATE- Eremos- [RT]
perhaps supdied from Jer 225. Cp Ps 79:1; Isa 64:10-11. Desolate, forsaken,
deserted by God. When His Son ded onthe Crossat their hands, the Temple Vell
was ripped apart from top to bdtom, 27:51, and the Holy of Holies was shown to
contain nahing bu dust. In AD 70 the Romans destroyed the Temple and replaced
it with a heahen ore. In 2323 the Jews/Pharisees had negleded/ abandored
Justice, Mercy and Faith. Here God will abandon the Temple - same word. Cp
Ezek 10:1819; 11:22-23. The Temple symbadlises God's relationship with His
people. When they rgied that relationship, there is no pant to His presencein the
Temple, 1 Ki 9:6-9. Because they rejeded Christ the Temple was destroyed, and
Israd pushed to the margins of history while Christians read the knowledge of
God. Ezek 9-11. Cp warningsin 1 Sam 2:31; 1 Ki 9:6-9; 2 Chr 36:19; Isa 64:10-
11; Jer 7:12-14; 12.7; 22:5; 26.6; Lam 2:8, etc.

23:39 FOR | SAY - Plainly, strondy. you will NOT SEE ME agan- 26:29, 64; Jn
16:16. The gpeaances after the resurredion were to Believers only. After 40
days He acended to Heaven where He remains until He returns to restore dl
things, Acts 3:21. The Lord's further teading is given to Disciples only, 24-25, Jn
13-18. He will come from the Heavenly Temple to blessthem when they welcome
Him on His return and SAY BLESSED IS HE who comes IN THE NAME OF
THE LORD- A shou of JOY, welcoming, not a Judge, but the Liberator bringing
in Joy and Glory for Israd. The Galilean plgrims had used these words at His
Triumphal entry, 21:9; Mk 11:9; Lk 1938, but Jerusalem rgeaded Him. This
reates out beyond Gods abandomment of the Temple and the destruction d
Jerusalem, and dfers hope for Israd. The Lord confirms the promises of National
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Jews as EWS, distinct from Gentiles, will gred the returning Christ, there is no
point to the Lord's quae from Ps 118 That Psalm clealy promises national
Salvation to Jews, as Ews. Then Ps 30:5; Isa 62:5, etc will be fulfilled. Those
commentators who deny a future blessng for national Israd have no explanation
for the Lord promisingit in these verses.

Appendix Marriage, Divorce, etc

In 199 Porneia may simply translate Ervah, See**20 But as it comes from Porne- Harlot, it
is likely to mean that if the wife shamelesdy beammes a harlot/prostitute she is beyond
forgivenessand reconcili ation. (OR the husband is an equally persistent womaniser.) This
would peralel lIsrad's marital unfaithfulness to God/ spiritual adultery with idds is
grounds for divorce in Jer 3; Ezek 23. Some have cdled Israd's sn "adultery" and say
adultery is the grounds in 199 - but in bah Jer 3 and Ezek 23, Israd's sn is that of a
harlot/ prostitute - persistent, pulic unfaithfulness and even then in Jeremiah there is a
cdl to return to the Lord. The Lord dcesn't say "Except for Moichao Adultery." But
Porneia- sexua sin, could perhapsinclude alultery - (The Mishnah demanded divorcefor
discovered pre-marital infidelity, or adultery - YesamorH 2:8, Sotan 5:1.) The Law in fad
demanded dedah by stoning as the purishment for, adultery, bu the Lord ddn't uphdd
this, Jn 81-11, any more than he caried into church life the ban in Deu 322. Divorce
was an aternative only if God's Law abou stoning wasn't going to be obeyed - banned by
the Roman Law, Jn 1831. (Joseph though of separating, nd stoning, 119-20)

God's Attitude- Because God loves people He hates divorce for what it does to them, bu
God loves divorced people. 197-8 suggests that God daesn't permit divorce and
remarriage becaise some people aeinnacent. If He permits it, He does $ becaise we're
hard-heated sinners, as in the time of Moses. **60 The hardnessthen was their ladk of
Love for God and Neighbou. For Christians today it is the ladk of the fruit of the Spirit,
andfailureto live by Eph 521-33. God in His love has deaedl that eternal self-fulfil ment
isin the fulfilling o His eternal purpose for us, Rom 8:29, vathe adoss Ga 2:20.1n a
failing marriage or divorce the worldling, in relation to their self-god, suffers frustration,
hurt pride, resentment, betrayal, humili ation. The dhild of God, keing human, shares these
sufferings, bu GOD suffers with us what He HATES, the frustration, dsgrace ad
betrayal of His loving puposes for us and ou children. When such a situation is forced
onaBéliever, they can bea it with Him.

Human Attitude (a) Those lessthan happy in their marriages, espedally if they have their
eye on anew partner, are eaer to interpret the Scripture to suit what they want. They say
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divorce, and if divorce you must not remarry) out of compasson for individuals will
tempt others into foolish marriages, or into walking ou of marriages that could have been
preserved and made worthwhile by sustained effort. The Pharisee in us, while finding
excuse for ourselves/ our loved ores, would lay on ahers heavy burdens, 234. But if we
automaticdly refuse fellowship to those who have married after divorce becaise they
have defied Lk 16:18, what abou those who have cheded ontaxes or made disrespedful
remarks abou the Government in defiance of Rom 13:5-7? We must nat have fell owship
with the covetous, greedy, successul businessman as he is an idolater, Eph 53; Col 3:5.
We must nat fellowship with any of those listed in 1 Cor 5:11. Those listed in 1 Cor 6:9-
11, will not recave Gods Kingdan, bu God can and daes make righteous and cleanse
such sinners. See21:31-32; Lk 7:37-47; Jn 418-29; 8:3-11.

Hold on to God's Standards - Hold out a helping hand- isthe Biblicd answer. As Teaters
we must tead the truth as we find it in Gods Word. We MUST teat Gods high
standards and condemn the sins He mndemns, and yet show the forgivenessHe shows to
the repentant. As Elders and Shepherds, we must ad with dwe resped to the
Righteousnessof God, and show due cnsideration for the dfed on ahersin the flock if
we recave them. Ladk of commitment to Gods view of marriage must aways be
condemned. A self-righteous shunring d divorced o remarried personsis sn, bu soisa
casua attitude towards divorce and remarriage. We must have aheat of compasson for
those who have sinned and come short of the Glory of God's will i n marriage, as we help
them to find an horest way forward. Sexua sins have aspedal seriousnessbecause they
involve our bodes and beings, 1 Cor 6:18. This makes it espedally important that a way
forward be opened for those who have turned from their sin. We dare not cdl those
cleansed by God urfit for our fellowship, Acts 10:15. The son d God loved them, and

Foatnote **60. | paint this out because when problems arise in a marriage (as they can be expeded to do,
human nature being what it is) instead of praying and working towards lving them both pertners
(suppated by their famili es) may be tempted into "proving" they are "innccent” and freeto dvorce and
remarry, while bladkening their partner. This is totally unchristian, totally destructive of the marriage,
and denies our resporsibility to forgive any sin, and rebuild the marriage if that is at all possble. Verbal
attadks by a quick-witted, sharp-tongued wife never justify physicd violence by the husband. That one's
partner has defied God's commandsin Jn 1512-13; 1 Cor 7:3-5; Phil 2:1-4, deesn't justify adultery. But,
in bah casesthey are afador init. | thank God that in His mercy He granted me & a wife, a dea sister
in the Lord who, as well as being easy to love, in what she did and said set herself to the wisdom of
BUILDING her house, Prov 14:1. Marriage is a high and hdy privilege and pdential blessng, that is
worth working at, but Eph 521-33 makes snse only against the badkground d Gal 5:13-26.

cave Himself for them, to set them freefrom the sinful ways of this world, nd to tolerate
indifference to them. This process of finding a way forward demands time, and the
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disaster as total commitment is required to make even the most promising marriage work,
and happinessand fulfil ment are the fruit of mutual consideration and saaifice

Constant popdarisation and presaure for uncommitted and khzare sexua freedom in the
world at large further compli cates the matter. As a result Christians tend to interpret the
exception in 199 with a grea ded of ingenuity in order to justify their own desire for
divorce and remarriage. But our Lord's words give no encouragement to the idea of
divorcing and remarrying. The goal of the command is to make our marriage seaure by
strengthening ou sense of resporsibility to make it work well. NOT to hagge over
arguable detail s of interpretation asto passble let-outs!

We must do all we can to encourage marriages to flourish, the reconciliation d parted
partners, and refraining from divorce or remarriage whil e there is any hope of repentance,
1 Cor 7:10. To the seaular world nofault divorce makes snse BUT it becomes no-
resporsibility divorce in human thinking, and that's a disaster. The tragedy is that falen
human nature fastens on the least permisson, and ignares the ided. Hard-heatedness of
the husband a wife may insist on dvorce and refuse forgivenessfor sin repented of, and
the dhance to rebuild the damaged marriage. The Lord's teading, 1821-35, is that His
Disciples FORGIVE any/all trespasses against them OR ELSE! Christian husbands/wives
shoud confessto ead aher their own contribution to problems in marriage. And as
sinners saved by the Grace of God ke willing even to accept a repentant adulterer/
adulteress and commit themselves again to the buillding d a God-honouing, mutually
blessng life together.

The Gospel offers no heppiness for those whose g/es of sexual desire look keyond their
spouwse, and readr ou for a new one, 5:27-30, 2Pet 2:14. Or those who marry lightly,
uncommitted for life, who weigh their present marriage against the prospeds of life with
aternative partners, and chocse to leave their partner in the hope of doing bketter next
time. All around s people ae playing that game, and it destroys them and the next
generation tkefore they're old enoughto choase. The whole weight of Scripture treds
Divorce & asurgicd operation, to be avoided if passble, bu cancer may require surgery,
and ore party may force divorce throughagainst the wishes of the other, 1 Cor 7:10-15.
Or Criminal abuse may make the home-life so destructive to the Christian partner and
children that they must separate.

The weight of Scripture is against remarriage dter divorce, 199; Mk 10, Lk 16, 1 Cor 7:10-
11.1t can be defended orly by saying that when the one exception allows divorce, it also
must allow re-marriage, 199, and remarriage may be needed to avoid sexua sin. The
basis of any God-blessed second marriage is the forgivenessof sins, But one can't divorce
with any right to exped to be truly repentant and forgiven, a marry an ursaved partner
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(Correaion a Criticism with aview to improvement is appredated.)

Other booklets:

Listening to the Lord:- 1 & 2 Kings; Habakkuk, Ruth, Haggai; Romans; 1 & 2 Corinthians;
Colossans; 1 & 2 Thessalonians; 2 Peter & Jude; Revelation .

L ooking to the Word:- Abortion Protests/Lessons from Sodam; Guidance The Believer & Evil. The
Law, the Lord & Us; Pre-Reformation Church History; A N Groves & the Brethren Movement
(Reformationtowards NT Church Pradice)Gods Word in English - KJV etc.

Copiesof al these ae avail able freefrom the writer:
F2/55 Middeton Rd., Christchurch, 4.New Zedand.

Much of this material is avail able on"the Web" - http://www.vision-nz.co.nz/Ibc/.
FAX Messages ent to New Zedand O3 379 9990will be passed onto me.

Please fed freeto use any material from any of these booKets in any way to the glory of
God
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