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11-12 The Person & Authority of Jesus Questioned
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14-18 The King/ Messiah Rejected &
the Church Hewill Build

Verse numbersand brief quotesonly are given - it'sassumed you will be studying
these mmmentsto supplement your reading of your own Bible. May God give
you joy in your studiesasHe hasin mine. E Read

Explanation of Abbreviations: OT= Old Testament. NT= New Testament.
BRETHREN/brothers is KJV/Niv. [RT]= Received Text. [Nes|= Nestle Text.
LXX= Greek Septuagint Old Testament. Mss= Manuscripts. Cp= Compare with
the Scriptures that follow. (DP)= Divine passive. A statement about what God will
do that avoids naming God.
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Him, while gplying the principles He teates us. HIS TWELVE DISCIPLE S
The Lord has ent them out as Apostles, 10:1, but Matthew returns to cdli ng them
Disciples - men with the same relationship to the Lord as every other Christian
has, 23:8-10. HE.. PREACH IN- Having taught them what they were to dg and
what to exped in response, He takes up His work again which they now share.

1:1-19 Jan Baptist & Jesus Christ

(John, who hadwitnessed to Jesus, seels reassurance that Jesus is the Messah. The Lord
points to what He is doing, speaks well of John, and gves His verdict on the
unresporsivenessof Israel under itsleaders.)

11:2-3 JOHN IN PRISON- 4:12. CHRI ST was doing- Asrecrded in 510. SENT..
to ask, Are you the One to COME?- The Coming One John had expeded and
proclaimed, 3:11-12; Jn 1.29. Cp 2430; 26:64; Ps 11826; Dan 7:13;, Ma 2:17-
3:1; Jn 1156 27, 6:14. Should WE LOOK FOR someone dse?- Jews were
uncetain hov many Mesgahs there would be. John hed proclaimed Him as
comingin power, winnowving fork and axe in hand, to ded fiery judgment onthose
nealing it. Messah was to freeprisoners, Isa61:1; Lk 4:18. Yet Herod remained
on hs throne, and John was in his prison. Jesus was doing orly works of
compasson, and sending ou disciples 10:1-42, to dothe same in meek submisson
to enemies. And the mirades were dore in Galileg not Jerusalem where His
accetance & Messah was esential. Godly men DO doult, and take their doulds
to the Lord so they can be redireded, and strengthened. Johnis difficulty is 4ill
Israd's difficulty - Jesus doesn't seem sufficiently Messanic - isn't there a
different kind d Messah to come? The Lord summarises for Johnwhat had been
happening. Jesus witnesses to the fads, and expeds people to make up their own
minds. We too must rely on presenting Biblicd fads - Christ died for our sins..
rose again, etc. Those Christians who rely on pditicd adion, or methods used
succesgully in business may despise what the obedient Church daes, but in dang
so are despising Christ and oledienceto Him.

11:4-6 Report to John.. what you hear- Now, or hea abou the recent miradesin &
9. SEE- Happening as Jsus was gedking, Lk 7:21. The Lord Jesus was providing
the evidence that fitted some Messanic Scriptures. John could ded with God
abou the OT promises and their fulfilment witnessed by his disciples. Heaing
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Cross mirades were rare, and used or1y to conflrm that the Word spoken was
from God, Heb 21-4. This list fits the predictions in Isa 26:19; 29:18; 35:4-6;
427, 611, but leaves out the judgment on Israd's enemies, Isa 34:1-17; 61:5-6.
The Lord adds to the Isaiah passages leprosy.. CLE ANSED/cured- 8:1-4. These
signs may nat have been the ones that John Baptist was enthusiastic bou, but
they were Mesganic predictions to which he must give due dtention.

BLESSED.. NOT OFFENDED IN/does not fall away because of ME- Cp 1357,
26:31-33. The path to blesgngis to continue trusting Christ even thoughwhat He
does doesn't fit our hopes. Israd had hoped for a Super Joshua or Super David
bringing dramatic deliverance, and prosperity. Jesus had come & a capenter, and
in gentleness patience, and hunble service John Israd, and we today have no
right to set the speaficaions which Christ must fulfil to warrant our approval!
Either we let God e God, and accept His high pupose for us, Rom 8:29, or miss
out on any blessng. The behaviour, program, and requirements st out for His
disciples off er no asaurances of happiness success personal fulfilment, wedth, or
pulic reaognition that our human natures delight in. We're tempted to gve up. Cp
13:57, 26:31; Jn 6:61-71; 16:1. Johnisn't blamed for his doulds, nor are we, as
long as, like John, we tell them to the right person, our Lord and Saviour, Grea
High Priest, Heb 4:14-16, and daceourselves in His hands loaded down as we
are.

11:7-8 JESUS BEGAN TO speak about JOHN- Lk 7:24. A REED swayed by THE
WIND- A man whose life was, like reeds svayed by the wind, a response to
external presaures, Eph 414; Heb 139; Jude 12. Cp 1 Ki 14:15; Isa 7:2. Johnis
questioning Christ might have made him LOOK unstable, but the Lord knew Him/
knows us, and daesn't judge us by our doulds and despairs. John ddn't adjust his
message to make himself a popuar preadier, but spoke the truth fearlesdy, so was
In prison.

A MAN dressd in SOFT/fine dothes?- A well-dressed, visibly-succesdul-in-this-
world man. Such preaders may bulld a grea following, but they're naot
representing and preading Christ crucified, 1 Cor 1:17-25; Gal 2:20, and He
disowns them in 7:22-23. Contrast John with Mystery Babylon wsing Religion to
live in selfish luxury ruling this world and corrupting it, Rev 17. Christ Himself



was predicted In It - the promised sea@nato-last man, who would usher In the
LAST Man, the God-man. | will SEND MY MESSENGER BEFORE your
FACE- The Facépresence of Mesgah. In Mal 3:1 God says "Before MY face"
God would intervene personally, and He did so in the form of the d@ernal Word
made Flesh, Jn 1:1-15. Jesus is God-with-us, 1:23, but so as to lose nothing d the
OT reverencefor God as Holy, in a sense unknawvable, He patiently, progressvely
reveded Himself. Only later in the History of the Church were men realy to
recave reverently the emphatic statements of Jn 1:1 and 114, 18; 20:28.

PREPARE your WAY - In Ex 2320, God's presence in the Angel of His presence
would lead Israd to the promised land. Israd's refusal to enter, Num 13-14,
delayed them 40 yeas. Johris place as the last OT prophet, after a gap of 400
yeas from Maladi, was to lea Israd to Christ - the full and final revelation d
God and His will i n the Son, Heb 1:1-3. Refusing Christ has delayed them 2000
yeas arealy.

AMONG those BORN OF WOMEN- Human beings brouglt into life indiredly
throughman's creaion d Adam and Eve, as distinct from beings diredly creaed
by God - Angels, etc. Adam's credion, and the conception d Jesus were dso
dired from God, 1:20; Gen 27. NOT ARISEN- Or been raised up as a prophet,
24:11, 24; Amos 2:11, etc. GREATER THAN JOHN.

LEAST IN THE KINGDOM- The Disciples, etc, in contrast to those who
prophesied His Coming. IS GREATER- Johntowers abowve dl his predecesorsin
the OT/ under the Old Covenant because He brings it to its climax in the Coming
of its promised Mesdah. And, Mesdah proves to be God come down for our
Salvation. His Kingdan being dfered to Israd, will, being regeded, be
transformed into a spiritual Kingdan, entered oy by the New Birth, Jn 3:3. In
this Kingdam, under the New Covenant, its least member personally knows God/
Is indwelt by God the Holy Spirit, Heb 810-13. So they stand in pasition and
privilege higher than anyone wuld in ealier times. There's no reason why John, or
anyone, shoud be disappanted that Jesus as Messah ddn't conform to human
wishes or expedations. John, like Moses, led his followers to the border of the
Kingdan, but was prevented by deeah from entering it. Johnis born of women.
Christians are dso ban dof the Spirit, born of God, born from abowe.
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Jn 6:15, the wolf attacking sheep, Jn 1012 andin Jn 102829 (For Positive uses
of Harpazo, see next paragraph.) John had been confrontational, but the Lord
Jesus, and His Kingdan had been presented in nonviolent compasson. The
violence was from Herod who hed imprisoned John, and would kill him. The
Pharisees, sons and controllers of the visible Kingdan, 8:11-12, were becoming
violent in their oppasition, 12:14, and in keguing ahers from entering the true/
invisible Kingdam, 23;13. The Lord Jesus would be treaed violently and kill ed,
16:21. Paul constantly insists that the only true Gospel is that of Christ crucified,
and the only true greanessfor His srvants is in identificaion with Him and His
Cross 1 Cor 1:18-31; 15:20-28; Ga 2:20; 6:14; Phil 3:8-21; Col 1:13-20; 2:15.

The kingdom.. has been forcefully advancing- Biazo- Asauming it's in the midde
voice forceful men lay hold of it- Biastes Harpazo. That Biazo, Biastes have this
good meaning is most unlikely. **3 Harpazo is used in a good sense of being
snatched away for a good pupose- Philip, Acts 8:39, Believers, 1 Th 417, andin
Acts 23:10; 2 Cor 122, 4; Jude 23; Rev 125. But nothing recorded shows the
kingdan of God making forceful progress advancing triumphantly at this dage.
God's violent intervention will be when the Son & Man comes in Glory and
Judgment. Althoughthe Church has at times made grea progress its VIOLENT
efforts weren't dore in Christ. The Church was launched amidst perseaution, and
oppasition from the world has continued. That oppasition wses physicd violence
at times, but spiritual violence oppases all God's srvants sy or do. Bruner says
today the greaest violence dore to Christ is by "The value-system of sensualism,
seaularism, and sensationalism that permeaes TV."

11:13-15 ALL PROPHETS Put first as they give most of the promises abou the
Messah. AND LAW PROPHESIED UNTIL JOHN- Johnmarked the end d the
old era, giving its last witness by annourting the Kingdan was at hand- right
there ready to come in and change the scene, and uged people to prepare for it.
The coming d Jesusis now the full and final Word, Heb 1:1-3. He Himself fulfil s
the Law, 5:17, in His Person, and in His own, Rom 8:1-4, by indwelli ng them. The
promises of the Prophets all find their fulfilment in Him, 2 Cor 1:20. As at the
transfiguration, Moses and Elijah fade out, and God's Son alone is to be listened
to, 17:1-5. Prophecy shoudnt be treaed as world-centred - as a ade to deapher
events.



UlstipiceTTiakirnly, 1ot by ou uyling to apply puzdailly ouliipiures tu cvell 1more
puzzing future events. We're to pread Jesus as the meaning d the past, present,
and future.

|F YOU are willi ng to accept | T- Accept/ Believe what Moses and the Prophets sy,
then John is/ will be Elijah, and kring in the promised Kingdan becaise you
(Israd) will accegpt Me & Mesgah. The Greek text could equally mean willi ng to
accept him- John as Elijah/ John in his Elijah-role, and okey his cdl to
repentance, 11:10-11; Mal 3:1. heis the Elijah who was TO COME- Johnin his
Elijah-role wasn't discredited by the failure of his heaers, Israd, to respond The
failure was their sinin failingto believe / obey what the Prophets and the Law had
said. Cp Jn 5:39. **4

HE who has EARS TO HEAR- Seel13.9, 43, etc. Cp Rev 2:7; Ezek 122. The truth
Is the truth, whether it's believed or not. Whether any person gets the GOOD the
truth offers depends on them alone - whether they choose to believe what the
Scripture says, or refuse. The Lord came to save, nat condemn, yet His words and
adions which they refused to believe, will damn them forever, Jn 842-47, 12.47-
48.

11:16-19Israd's Frivolous Attitude to John & t 0 Jesus

(John avoided the comforts of life to concentrate on calling Israel to mourn over their sins,
and repent. Jesus came to share with them the joys and sorrows of normal living - to
lessen the sorr ows andincrease the joys. The aowds at first responcded enthusiastically to
both, 35-6; 4:23-25; Lk 19:47-48;, Jn 222-24, enjoyed the exdtement of miraculous
healings, etc, while generally avoiding ary life-saving comnitment, Jn 6.26. But the
religious and pditical core of Israel behaved like fretful children refusing John and
Jesus, andinsisting Israel asawhale join themin this, Jn 1242-43)

11:16-19 To what.. compare THIS GENERATION- This generation stood at the
hinge point of Israd's history. They had been bessd by having the gredest
Prophet sent to them, followed by their Messah. They had responced LIKE
CHILDREN.. WE HAVE played the flute- A happy tune suitable for a wedding.
You dd na dance- Play at dancingin a arcle & men danced at awedding.
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JOHN CAME NEITHER EATING OR DRINKING- Helived in the wil dernesscut
off from normal life, with its enjoyment of food and wine, 3:3-4; Lk 1:15. THEY
SAY HE has a demon- today they'd say he was crazy. Through John God hed
warned of their need to repent, and forsake their sins of self-indugence, and proud
self-righteousness 3:7-12. They wouldn't "Play Funerals' when John uged them
to detosin.

THE SON OF MAN CAME EATING AND DRINKING- Joining in the ordinary
life of people, including feasts, Jn 21-11. He ENJOYED God's good gft of food,
as we dl shoud, 1 Tim 4:1-5; 6:17-18, fed 500Q turned water into wine. His
ministry was one of heding, setting men freeto enjoy life in thankful fellowship
with God. He was disposed to gg when invited 1 Cor 10:27, but never took part in
socia wickedness When Jesus invited them to "Play Weddings," and enjoy ataste
of the blessngs of His Kingdan, their response was alying slander. THEY SAY ..
a gutton a drunkard- He's =f-indugent, enjoys life too much to be in
fellowship with God. FRIEND OF.. SINNERS- He's in with that crowd who use
their sinfully acquired money to party al the time. they wouldn't respond to
sombre judgment, or joyful mercy, becaise neither John na Jesus would flatter
their pride by endasing their hypocriticd, fusgy self-righteousness - the only
games they were willi ngto play centred onthemselves!

BUT WISDOM IS JUSTIFIED/proved right BY HER CHILDREN- Teknon
[RT]. adions- Ergon- Works, [Nes|] All Mssof Lk 7:35 have Children, the older
ones of Matthew have Works. The meaning is the same. In Jewish thinking the
aaions produced by Wisdom, God's Wisdom as in Prov 1:20; 3:19; 8:1, etc, are
the "children" of wisdom. Jesus was wisdom emboded, 1 Cor 1:30. His friendship
with sinners was justified by the transformation o their lives, Matthew, 9:9-13,
the sinful woman, Lk 7:37-47, Zacdaeus, Lk 19:1-9, the Samaritan woman, Jn 4.



(rneyaccaiea the Diessngs o AIs Ioving compasson, whnile igna’ing thal these snowea e
was the Mesgah to whom they shoud comnit themselves. Sptting ou the pill that would
have saved their lives after licking df the sugar coating was their form of childishness
Now, as an encouragement to repent, He gives a preMew of His verdict on the dernal
consequences of their attitude. He preached Judgment and Hell to thase who thougtt they
had Sévation a God's chosen people. Today He would warn those who ae proud d
their Pastor but refuse to let the truth he preaches change their lives. Judgment is based
on we of oppatunity. Of the dties around Galil ee only Tiberias, largely Gentile, and
placed ou-of-bounds by the Pharisees dill stands.)

11:20-22 THEN- As often, Matthew groups items together. Lk 10:12-15 pusitin a
different context. Jesus.. denounced THE CITIES.. MIGHTY WORKY
miracles- Things beyond human ability that have aspiritual meaning and shoud
draw a spiritual resporse. not repent- Didn't turn to God from their sin, 4:17. If the
mirades of God's Gracedont bring repentance they bring Judgment. WOE- How
tragic it will be. The oppasite of blessed, 5:3, etc. An expresson d fea or angush
as a warning that fea and angush are éheal if they donit avoid it by repenting.
Korazin.. BETHSAIDA- Gdlil ean towns, Mk 8:22-26. IF.. IN TYRE, SIDON-
Evil towns where Bad was worshipped, 1sa23; Ezek 26-28; Amos 1:9-10. THEY
WOULD HAVE REPENTED- Worn coarse, rough SACKCLOTH for clothes,
and rubbed ASHES into their face ad heir, as a sign they were miserably
unhappy abou their sinfulness SeeGen 37.34; 2 Sam 13:19; 2 Ki 19:2; Job 426.

IT SHALL BE MORE TOLERABLE /bearable- The punshment they have to face
won't be & bad as what you (Korazn and Bethsaida) will face Only the Lord can
KNOW this, and orly He knows what those who have never head the Gospel
would have dore aou it if they had head it. As lidge of al the eath He will do
right, Gen 1825; Prov 2412, Rom 2:12-16. There is no Salvation ou of Christ,
Acts 4:12. God hes brought enough & the Gospel to save some people by oddand
indired means. But nothing exempts us from the resporsibility of getting the
Gospel to everyone. And we must make it clea that God must judge those who
know of Christ's deah for sinners yet prefer to stay unsaved.

11:23-24 CAPERNAUM.. EXALTED/lifted up to HEAVEN/the skies- Like the
Pharisees too proudto see ay nedl to repent and claim God's Mercy, Isa 14:13;
Ezek 26:20; Obad 4; Lk 1811-12. Or having God the Son in human form make
His home there exalted them. To be proud d privileges is dangerous. will go
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privileged people will faceon Judgment day, 7:22-23. **6

11:25-30 Thanksgiving & Rest

(Hopeful contacts may endin rgjedion, seemingly hopelessones flourish. All isto be met with
tharkfulnessto the Father, andconfident rest in HimandHiswill . )

11:25-26 | THANK/praise.. HID FROM WISE- Israd's religious experts the
Scribes and Pharisees. An effedive way of hiding something may be to placeit in
an obwvous place where dever seachers will never look for it. Besides, the proud
never see God kecause they look davn oneveryone. Only humility will | ook up
and see God. The processof the Cominginto the World of Christ the Saviour, His
life & a Carpenter, the style of His ministry, had the dfed of hiding who He was
from the proud self-righteous religious leaders. They refused to recgnise that
they, and Israd, neaded God's mercy in the Friend and Saviour of sinners, 9:13; Jn
1:8-11. Instead they prided themselves that their rggedion d Him demonstrated
their superiority, Jn 7:48-49. **7

REVEALED UNTO BABES- Nepios- Too youngto use language. Thase the proud
religious leaders despised as ignarant. Jesus is thanking God for His vereign
Grace not praising the humility of thase who recave Him - it's a gift of Grace
Human wisdom turns faith into an intellecual discipline and wses it to personal
advantage. True wisdom requires purity of heat, and humility, Job 2828; Ps
25:14; 1 Cor 3:17-20; Jas 3:13-18. Only thase who love God can know Him, 1 Jn
4.8. The babes didn't argue @ou the Kingdan and just accepted Christ and what
He offered. Cp Lk 1.53, Those who consider themselves too wise to nedl
instruction missout, thase without wisdom are granted it fredy from His unlimited
resources, 1 Cor 1:30; Col 2:3; Jas 1;5-8. Note in Jn 9 the Pharisees, blinded by
pride and prgjudices, and the Blind man recaving hs sght from a man he knew
nothing d. The poa and despised. 21:15-16, didn't insist on Jesus meding their
expedations, and took what God dfered themin Christ Jesus. Cp Ps 19:7.

Footnote **6 Matthew records Jesus geeking of Judgment- Krisis 12x. The Day of Judgment 4x.
Outer darkness 3x. weegping, waili ng and gnashing of teegh 6x. Hell- Gehenna 7x. Total 32x. A
Jesus who accepts us as we ae withou repentance, isn't the NT Jesus.

9
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men - intelli gent, glfted or eanest spiritual seekers. But PRIDE isthe grea barrier
to bessang. Such rich could cast alittl e of their wedth into the treasury of God's
work, but remain urchanged, still i n control of their lives. God hes the universe &
Hisdisposal. That He cane & the Saviour of Sinners put everyone within read of
Salvation, as al are sinners. That the Religious leaders felt no reed of being saved
from sin, OR in ther pride refused to stand with the sinners to recave
righteousness as a gift, meant that they disqualified themselves, and had noone
but themselves to blame - now, or on Judgment day. This reversal of the world's
standards and expedations is dated in 1 Cor 1:18-30. Cp 5:3-6; 19:23; 23:12; Isa
5715, Ezek 21:26; Mk 1243-44; Lk 14:11; 18:14; Jas 4:6.

11:27 ALL T HINGS- Not material passessons or instant success but His present
misgon and its outcome, viathe Cross Jn 820, 54; 10:17, 29; 11:.16-24; 20:21; 1
Cor 15:24-25; Rev 2:27; 5:5-14. committed to ME- He auld spe& confidently
as Hisrole was deaedl by the Father and agreed to by the Son. That God daesn't
give His glory to any other, Isa 42:8, and the Father has given ALL to Him
suggests ksus was saying He was God. Matthew unfolds the fad that Jesus is the
Son d God in 120-23; 2:15; 3:17; 4.3, 6; 8:29; 14:33; 16:16-17, 17.5; 21:37,
24.36.

NO one knows- Epiginosko- Full fellowship knowvledge that provides a spedal
relationship. **8 It's used of the exclusive, full, constant communion between the
Father and the Son, Jn 1:18; 14:10 etc. The OT prophets knew God through
visions and deans, Moses knew Him mouth to mouth - spe&ing faceto face
Num 12:6-8, Jesus knew Him heat to heat, Jn 3:35. THE SON- Of God, as in
28:19; Mk 1332, 1 Cor 15:28; Heb 1.8. except THE FATHER, No one knows-
Epiginasko THE FATHER except THE SON- Jesus dands in a unique
relationship with the Father, and vice versa. Cp God's geaa relationship with
Israd, Amos 3:2. The nature of God's Being, and the inter-relationship between
Father, Son and Holy Spirit contain seaets beyond ou understanding - our
resporsibility is to accept, enjoy, and passon what God hes reveded to us, Deu
29:29. God is unknowvable in the dernal nature of His person, Jn 17.25; 1 Tim
6:16, except asreveded in/by the Son, Jn 1:18.

And those to whom THE SON choaoses to REVEAL HIM- Mutua knowledge is
inherent in the Nature of the Father and Son, but it isn't natural that we shoud
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shorn of credit or pride, Gal 6:14. This led to His rgedion by the Scribes and
Pharisees, 11:16-19. Cp 2337. They, and the worldly-minded people of the
Galil ean cities, were shut out by their own attitudes from knowing God.

11.28-29 COME- To COME isto believe, recave, accet the gift of eternal life, etc
1sa45:22; Jn 1:12; 3:13-16; 5:24; 6:35; 7:37; 10:9; Acts 16:31; Rom 6:23; 10:9; 1
Jn 42; Rev 3:20; 2217, etc. UNTO ME- The Knowledge of God which is
Salvation, Peace ad Rest is a PERSON. ALL- None ae to shut themselves, or
others out. THAT LABOUR/are weary HEAVY LADEN/burdened- The
Pharisees made the knowledge of God into a source of pride for themselves, and a
heavy burden **9 for others, 23:4; Acts 15:10; Ga 5:1, hindering their coming
into blessng, Lk 11:52. The Lord was eager to reved the Father to people who
were weaied with the burdens of sin, failure, and misery, and to gve them rest in
fell owship with Himself. In due aurse this would enable them to doa better job at
Law-keeping than the Pharisees, 5:20, on a new and dfferent basis, Rom 8:1-20.
In the Gospel Christ is offered as a rest for the non-coping who redise they're
faling short of the glory God intended for them, Rom 3:23-24. Cp those who
came to David, and through eing with hhm becane Mighty Men, 1 Sam 22:1-2; 2
Sam 23:8-39.

| WILL GIVE YOU REST- Therest of the finished work of Christ onthe Cross and
the liberating rest of being indwelt by the Holy Spirit, Rom 8:2; 2 Cor 3:17; Ga
3:23-4:7; 5:1. Jews saw the Mesganic age & the grea Sabbath. But Christ was
bringing the rest of individual Salvation, rest of conscience peacewith God -
ceaing from our own works and entering Christ our Sabbath Rest, Heb 4:9-11.
The next chapter debates the nature of the Sabbath/ God'sintentionfor it.

TAKE MY YOKE- The yoke worn by caétle to enable them to pul a cat, plow, etcis
asymboal of submisson - plowing, etc isn't what a beast does as slf-expresson! In
Jer 27-28 Jeremiah weas a yoke & a symbad of the nation's need to submit to
Babylonia. Cp 1sa 9:4. It was also used of God's srvice Jer 2:20; Lam 3:27. Jews
later talked of taking upthe yoke of the Law. **10 He eplains that taking His
yoke meant LEARN from ME- Manthano Be my disciple, under my instruction
and dscipline. Therest the Lord offersisn't a chair, a bed, or a haliday, but ayoke
- sharing with Christ, in the life He had been teading and demonstrating as
recorded from 5:2 on Christ Lived, as thase He justifies must live, by Faith, Rom

1:17. As He lived in loving oledience to the Father, were to live in loving
11
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from him to take up the yoke of Wisdom, and find rest.

| AM M EEK/gentle, LOWLY/humble IN HEART- As promised of Mesdah, Isa
42:2-3; 53:1-2; Zecth 99. Seehow He dedt with Sinners, Lk 19:1-10; Jn 4:1-26;
8:1-11. Cp Ps 18:35-36; 10313-14; Isa 49:115-16; 63.9; 2 Cor 10:1. In inviting
people to share ayoke with Him He gives asaurance that He despises no ore, is
gentle-heated, and shows consideration for those who share life with Him. It will
be asteady quiet process You will FIND REST for YOUR SOUL- Not merely
future rest. Sharing life with Christ, though @ah to self, will bring joyful peace
and fulfilment in ou innermost being, becaise were experiencing something d
what God made us for. **11 Ruth budened with loneliness and powerty gladly
took up the "rest" of being a busy Farmer's wife, and mother, Ruth 31. The
Scribes and Pharisess, rich in reli gious matters foundsuch meeknesshard to stoop
to, but Paul stooped and found a busy "rest," in Christ, Gal 2:20. For what this
meant see2 Cor 1:3-11; 4:5-5:10; 11:22-12:10; Phil 1:18-24; 3:3-21; 4.4-9.

11:30 FOR MY YOKE IS EASY- Easy on s even in hardships becaise He doesn't
leave us to ou own efforts/ resources. MY BURDEN ISLIGHT- As He shares it
with us His drength functions perfedly in ou conscious wegness 2 Cor 12:9-10,
and ou we&knessis sfely shared with His drength as He wmes aongside to
help, 2 Cor 1:3-5. To the flesh/ human nature the way He opens to us throughthe
Cross is narrow and hard, 7:14, and its Sermon-onthe-Mount standards are
impossbly high. But the popuar Broad way leads only down to darknessand its
burdens increasingly chafe and cripple. In fell owship with Him there is increasing
light and joy, until the ultimate sportaneous outburst of Joy in Glory, Prov 418
19; Jude 24-25. Cp Ex 3314; Ps 23:2-3; Col 1:-17; 1 Jn 53. To be aucified with
Christ and live in the power of Hisresurredion life Eph 115-21; 3:10-21, etcisa
light burden, and satisfying in comparison with the burden of human religion
when it's taken seriously - their stairway to Heaven is a treadmill on which no
progresscan be made.

Footnote **11 Man's restlessness dates from his rebellion in grasping at a God-likenessthat would
make him the centre of his own universe, and getting his own way his most sought-after good -
the Self-worship that sees slf-expresson as the road to sdlf-fulfilment. For the first time in
history the modern world brings this within reacy of large numbers of people to claim as their
"right." As aresult the Gospel offer of rest in Christ crucified has lessapped than ever, and the
frantic eforts to remodd the Gospel so that it offers the self-fulfilment that fallen man eagerly
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Righteousness 2 Cor 5:21. To enjoy sharing His yoke requires us nat to be unequally yoked with
unbelievers, 2 Cor 6:14. And to keg from taking up the Y oke of bondge - the Law Gal 5:1,
while naot lapsing into lawlessevil. Gal 5:13; 1 Pet 2:16.

CHAPTER 12

12:1-14 Christ & t he Sabbath

(Jesus has offered the REST of sharing His yoke The Pharisees confront Him abou the
Sabbah REST which theyhadturned into a budensome yoke The Lord challenges them
with qudes fromthe OT Scripture, then deliberately heals on the Sabbdh.)

12:1-2 JESUSWENT ON THE SABBATH- God hed deaed that Israd was to rest
on the Seventh Day of the week, as a witnessto God's finished work of Creaion,
and to His covenant with Israd, Gen 22; Ex 20.8-11; 31:13-17. **12 Thisgave a
weekly rest to them, their servants and working beasts - a time for worship, family
fellowship, and areminder that life didn't depend entirely ontheir adivity.

THROUGH grain fields- Walking along a path throughthe fields of ripening wheda
or barley. HIS DISCIPLE S hungry BEGAN TO pick EARS OF CORN/heads
of grain AND EAT- Jesus and the disciples were wandering preaders dependent
on haepitality. None having keen dffered, the disciples exercised their right under
the Law, Deu 2324-25, to ease their hunger by nibbling corn from eas as they
waked along THE PHARISEES.. SAID.. your DISCIPLES.. unlawful on the
SABBATH- By their rules picking a head of grain was reging, taking the grain
out was threshing, to chew the grain was grinding whea into flour. They all owed
this only if the dternative was deah by starvation - and the disciples were merely
hungy, nat starving! The Pharisees loved to fussover the technicd detalls. Mercy
would have moved them to provide food It's rather easy for us to ean the
condemnation o 7:1-5 by using ou Bible knowledge to stop what others are
doing.

12:3-4 DAVID WHEN hungry- 1 Sam 21:6. Jesus is appeding to Bible History to
show what had been considered accetable behaviour. David, athoughinnocent,
and the God-appanted King, had to fleefor his life withou being able to provide
bread for the journey, so God approved his adion. If Jesus had been gven His
proper placeHis foll owers wouldn't have needed to gean as they went. God's Law
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Resurredion First day of the week symbalises having rested from self-justifying works, and
entered into the finished work of Redemption - living united to the Risen Christ, sharing His rest
in all they do, 1128-30; Rom 6:1-14; 7:1-6; 8:1-30; Gal 2:20; Heb 4:8-16, etc.

THE SHOWBREAD/consecrated bread- Lev 24:5-9. NOT LAWFUL- It was
reagnised that the Law couldn't always be gplied strictly, Num 28:9-10; 2 Chr
30:18-20. So, the greder good fealing the hungy, takes preceadence over the
lesser good ceemonia law. OR David, as Gods Anointed, hungy and
perseauted, was permitted to lbre&k the Law. So they musn't condemn the
companions of Mesgah, the Son d David - who was being rejeded.

12:5-6 THE PRIESTSIN THE TEMPLE desecrate the day- Bebeloo. As Paul was
acaised of doing, Acts 24:6. The Lord appeds to what the Law said. Priests and
Levites worked on the Sabbath, killing, preparing, and dfering animals as
saqifices, Lev 24:8; Num 28:9-10. The halier the day, the harder they must work.
ARE BLAMELE SSinnocent- God won't judge them as having sinned as they
have obeyed a higher law.

BUT | SAY- Asin 520, making a mwnsidered statement. IN THIS PLACE IS ONE-
Literally SOMETHING- The Kingdam, but the Kingdan and the King are
inseparable, 12:8. Probably the Neuter is used to stressthe superior position Jesus
held in the things of God. GREATER THAN THE TEMPLE- It was the house
of God, but He was Immanuel, God in Human form. He used their criticism to
reved Himself. The priests were freeto brea the Sabbath in Temple service As
Jesus was greder than the Temple - in His srvice His disciples were freeto break
the Sabbath - IF they had. The Sabbath was never intended to prevent the service
of God, 12:5, dedds of necessty, 12:3-4, or of Mercy, 12:11-12.

12:7-8 IF you HAD KNOWN- They would have said they DID know. The Lord is
saying - If you redly understood and applied it. | WILL /desire MERCY, NOT
SACRIFICE- As in 913 quaed from Hosea 6:6. Gods grea purpose was
MERCY, and aher commands must fit around that. The saaifices played their
part as merciful provisions to teat the truth of God, and provide g&onement for
sin/ maintain fellowship with God. The Pharisees' criticism showed how far at
odds they were with God's priorities. There's a danger of our being so concerned
with Gods work we fail to show ordinary kindness NOT CONDEMNED
GUILTLE SS innocent- Judged, or dedared them guilty, 12:37; Lk 6:37; Jas 5:6.
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ON SABBATH?- They ruled adion was lawful only |f death was the alternatlve
looking.. to accuse Jesus- Legal term. To hed deliberately and say the Law
permitted it made abetter formal charge.

If any has a SHEEP- Probably meaning orly one shee, so important to the owner.
INTO APIT ONTHE SABBATH..LIFT IT OUT?- Lk 145. The Lord appeds
to common sense. A reasonable man wouldn't wait until the Sabbath was over.
Some Rabbis sid pu something into the pit for the sheep to climb ou on, OR
give food and dink urtil after the Sabbath, but the Talmud ruled that preventing
animal suffering alowed the owner to lift it out. Cp Deu 224; Prov 1210. The
Pharisees cared more for their property - a shee, than for a fellow man.

HOW MUCH more valuable.. LAWFUL TO DO goad ON SABBATH- To show
mercy on them. That it's the Sabbath shoudn't stop the showing love to their
neighbou, Lk 10:27. Belongng to God shoud move people to do goodo athers.
Instead the Pharisees were trying to be MORE righteous than athers, which left
them no concern to help athers/ help them be righteous. He said.. STRETCH out
your HAND- Do what youwould doif it was normal - and it becane normal, just
as und asTHE OTHER.

12.14 THE PHARISEES.. kill Jesus- Asin Jn 518; 11:53-54. Jesus had gven good
reasons for heding onthe Sabbath, and hed then dore that "good' thing. Faced
with His reasoned defence of His adions, and ureble to produce ®unter
arguments that would carry the people with them, they deaded to murder him. Mk
3:6 says the Herodians joined them in this. His Mirades, and His insisting that the
Law be interpreted in acordance with God's intention d Mercy, threaened their
mora and religious dominance Christians may find their bitterest enemies are
those who dffer from them only allittle in belief and pradice It's THAT which
makes them ared threa - outrageoudly diff erent people ae no thred, and can be
ignared cheafully.

12:15-21 JesusastheLord's Chosen Servant
(Jesus was the promised Servant-of-the-Lord Messah, bu as predicted He did na confront
those who rejeded Him. The violent oppasition d the Pharisees and the gentlenessof the
Lord's resporse will result in the Lord's Triumph and Shvation to the Gentil es.)
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fulfil.. Isaiah- Isa 42:1-4, but nat exadly the same & the Hebrew or Greek texts.
In 816-17 it was the nature of His heding work, here it's the Heder's charader
and methods - meeknessand gentleness

BEHOLD/HereisMY SERVANT- Pais- A Son, or Servant, asin 86. Jesusis cdled
God's Servant elsewhere only in Acts 3:13, 26; 4:27, 30, thoughthe ideaof His
fulfillinglsa42and 53iscommonin the NT.

| HAVE CHOSEN- Asin LXX. Hebrew has | uphdd/suppat Him. Cp Acts 4:27; 1
Pet 2:4. Jesus, in what He is being and dang, is God's Chasen Servant-Son, whois
bringing full Joy to the Father, fulfilling His purposes. A verdict totally different
from that of the Pharisees who seeHim as Evil in wegening their interpretation o
the Law, and their pasition asits proud gwardians. the One | love- Cp 317; 17:5.
IN WHOM MY SOUL IS WELL PLEASED/I delight- Soul and person are
interchangeable - so | love Him and rejoice over Him, etc | WILL PUT MY
SPIRIT on HIM- The Hebrew of Isaiah has| HAVE put my spirit....

SHOW JUDGMENT/proclaim justice- As in Ps 7:8-10; 26:1, etc. Also Salvation
Justice - God's verdicts that annource the principles under which God's Salvation
will be available. The provision for a life that fulfils the purpose of the Law as
expounced in 57, Rom 8:2-3. TO THE GENTILE S/nations- That His ministry
would read ou to the nationsis emphasised as Israd's rgedion gows.

12:19-21 NOT STRIVE/quarrel- Erizo may be used in a lega sense - to defend
oneself, present one's case. In contrast to Jewish expedation d an aggressve,
conquering Mesgah, Christ came in suffering mercy. SIN and Satan's enslavement
was what He had come to bettle with and conquer, and shouing badk against the
Pharisees would do nahing to liberate them from their sinful beliefs and attitudes.
Cp 2Tim 2:23-26. He states the truth, and leaves them to ded with it, rather than
bre&ks them/ quenches them with it.

NOR CRY out- He didn't shou or raise his voice & men doin anger. HEAR HIS
VOICE IN THE STREETS In contrast the hypocrites who ddight in stred
display, 6:5, He won't be out in the strees dhouing ou - advertising Himself and
His program - not campaigning for eledion as Messah! He would reat His
rightful placenat by pdliti cd rabble-rousing, but by quietly doing His father's will .
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fallure/ sin meant they were willing to accept Him, and so were transformed
beyondanything the proud-of- his-righteousnessPhariseewould ever know.

TILL HE leads justiceto VICTORY- Eis Nikos- Succesqully as in LXX Jer 3:5;

Amos 1:11; 8:7. Cp Hab 14. Isa 42:3 could mean He will faithfully bring forth
justice, or bring the truth into righteous triumph. Human compasson moves
people to tolerate evil, or give unfair advantage to the disadvantaged. The Lord's
compasson aways ads in truth and righteousness He will establish JUSTICE,
but withou bre&ing reeds or quenching smouldering wicks. Cp the patient
waiting in 2 Pet 3:9 for men to come to repentance. As God's srvant He will
persist in His gentle dforts, respeding man's resporsibility to choose, Ps 18:35,
until He adieves God's will. We tend to think only of the Salvation we receve,
and view Judgment on the unrepentant as an urfortunate side dfed. But Calvary
Is the Lord's total answer to rebellion/sin, and the blesang onthe instrument of
Mercy is the desirable-to-us asped of the vast universal triumph o God in Christ
crucified, Rom 8:12-39; 9:21-26; 1 Cor 15;24-26; Col 1:20, not the salvage of a
minor part of the wredkage.

HIS NAME- He is LORD, 12:8, the Chosen Servant-Son, 3:17, the quiet Son d
Man/ Son d God in His teading and Mirades of kindness who triumphs
eternally. THE GENTILES TRUST/nations hope- This follows the LXX. The
Hebrew of Isa 42:4 has the @astlands - thase beyond the borders of Israd, wait
(hopefully) for His Law. People from all over the world will hope/ trust/ BE
CONFIDENT in Him, and nd be disappanted, Isa11:10; Rom 10:11-12; 15:12.

12:22-37 The Source of the Power of Jesus

(That Jesus execised miraculous power was obvious. As the Pharisees refused to accept the

truth of His exposition d the Law theysaid His power came from Saan. Jesus showed the
idea to be ridiculous, andwarned that to call Good Evil/ God Sa&anin that irresporsible
way set anyone on the path that led to their destruction uriess epented of.)

12:22-24 They BROUGHT a demon-possessd man.. BLIND AND DUMB/mute-

Cp 932-34; Mk 3:22-27; Lk 11:14-23. The Gree&k makes clea the physicd
inability to see or speak was caused by the demon psssson. Yet the Heding/
physicd transformation is dresed. Jesus HEALED HIM. ALL
AMAZED/astonished- Literally beside themselves - broken ou of their self-
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Christ. The Holy Spirit was working throughJesus and witnessng in the minds of
people. By oppasing this the Pharisees were sinning against the Holy Spirit, asis
any teading that discredits Jesus, or distrads people from confident obedient faith
in Him.

12:2528 EVERY KINGDOM DIVIDED.. ISBROUGHT TO DESOLATION/will
be ruined- Will become adesert - throughthe mutual destruction d such a avil
war. See Lk 11:17. EVERY CITY OR household- Such dvision is just as
disastrous on the small er scde where family members and servants work against
ead ather. Jerusalem was like that when under siege by Titus. IF SATAN drives
OUT SATAN.. DIVIDED- If what they said was true, a fadion in Satan's
Kingdan was fighting another fadion, so His Kingdam was destroying itself.

IF | BY BEELZEBUB.. BY WHOM DO YOUR people?- Attempts at Exorcism
were common, Acts 19:13. Some Pharisees claimed to cast out demons, and it
sounds as if they did. THEY.. YOUR JUDGES- Regard them as a test case.
Similar adions point to similar empowering. What your own followers do oves
youre wrong in saying I'm using Satan's power when | set demon-possessed
people freg etc. We today must always warn against false teading, but be
cautious of attributing any witnessand work to demonic powers if it has blessd
some people.

|F- Or sincel drive OUT demonsBY THE SPIRIT OF GOD- Lk 11:20. Satan can
work lying wonders, 24:24; 2 Th 29-10; Rev 13:13-14. But Jesus is removing
EVIL so EVIL can't be the source of His power. Therefore God's Spirit was doing
this through the Spirit-filled Messah Isa 11:2; 42:1; 61:1-3, THE KINGDOM
OF GOD has COME-**13 This proves that God is exercising His rule/
establishing His Kingdanm, in Jesus as His Servant-Son-King. It's an invisible
spiritual Kingdam of spiritual power - God triumphing over Satan - not a military,
palitica and econamic Kingdan that triumphs over human enemies. The mirades
were visible signs of the presence of that invisible Kingdan. Heb 2:3-4.

12:29-30 HOW.. ENTER STRONG MAN'S HOUSE.. HIS GOODS/posssdons-
This pictures what Jesus has dore by freang those enslaved by demons. Cp Isa
49:24-26 where God attadks the strong man and frees Israd. The Devil with whom
we strugde is a defeaed Devil, if we stand with His Conqueror. Jesus brushed
him aside in 4:1-11 and persisted in the path to the aoss and the triumphant
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some items. Jesus having conquered is liberating Satan's daves, 1 Jn 38; Heb
2:14-15.

NOT WITH ME.. AGAINST ME- Lk 11:23. The Pharisees may claim to be
impartial judges of Christ and His work, but no ore can be. Their criticism shows
they're standing with Satan against what God is doing in Jesus in fulfilment of His
promises. Mk 9:40 gves the pasitive. Everyone is ripening towards Heaven o
Hell, whatever fence-sitting they attempt - Moving towards confesson d Christ
and fellowship with Him for ever, or are against Him, even if visibly associated
with Him as Judas was, and those in 7:15-23, 26-29. Satan's Kingdam, mammon,
or God and His Kingdam are the options, 6:24. not gather.. scatters- Helping to
gather in the harvest, 9:37-38, or driving people avay from God/ Salvation, asin
Lk 11:52.

Footnote **13 The possble meanings of has come can be traced through its use in Lk 11:20; Rom
9:31; 2 Cor 10:14; Phil 3:16; 1 Th 216; 4:15, where the Coming is also urexpeded/ unndiced.

12:31-32 So | tell YOU- The lord dcesn't bawl and krawl, 12:19, but He solemnly
warns them. ALL MANNER OF/every SIN AND BLASPHEMY BE
FORGIVEN- (DP) - God will forgive. That everyone NEEDS forgiveness has
been made obvious from 5:2 orwards, and the avail ability of forgivenessis again
stressed here.

BLASPHEMY AGAINST THE HOLY Spirit will NOT BE FORGIVEN- God
will not forgive. To say the Lord's mirades were dore by Satan's power was
blasphemy against the Holy Spirit who was empowering Him. If this was persisted
in, this was unforgivable, as it cut them off from recaving the message of
Salvation. The unique fedure of the work of the Holy Spirit is that He works
invisibly in people, witnessng to the truth in their innermost being. The Pharisees
could have horest doulds abou what they saw and head of Jesus but these wmuld
be deaed up ly horest questions, as they were for Nicodemus, Jn 3;1-16; 19:39.
And by accepting the truth of the Lord's explanations of why He had aded
contrary to their understanding d the Law, 9:1-17, etc. But they deli berately chaose
to believe such half-truths as "He mmes from Nazaeth so can't be Mesgah," Jn
7:41-52. They refused the obvious witnessof mirades, Jn 9:29-34, and wished to
murder Lazaus for his having keen raised from the dead, Jn 1210-11. Note their
readion to the resurredion, 28:11-15; Acts 4:5-22, etc. Moral perverseness that
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BUT anyone who speaks AGAINST THE HOLY Spirit NOT FORGIVEN-
Becaise He is God's voicein their heat and mind. To be brought by the Spirit to
the point where God hes dore dl that's possble in withessng to them (they had
only to pu out the hand o faith to clam the Saviour and salvation) and to turn
bad, is unforgivable, 13:14-15; Heb 6:4-8; 1 Jn 5.16. This was the road these
Pharisees were on, and the final dedsion was inevitable unless they heeded the
warning. Those who regjeded the witness of the Spirit IN THIS WORLD/age,
rule themselves out from any posshility of blessng in the age to come- Being
forgiven, or refusing to be forgiven now is permanent.

Footnote **14 Today people may be provoked by the adions of Christians, or a spe&ker's presentation
of the Gospel, his persona attitude, ladk of loving concern, arrogance dc and instinctively
blaspheme bath the preadier and the God e represents - and fed guilty, repent and ke forgiven.
But when to the testimony of eyes and eas God adds by His Spirit the witnessdiredly to a man's
soul, and he deliberately fobs it off with the excuse that it's alie, etc that wilful refusal to believe
what God saysin their heat and mind becomes unforgivable.

12:33-35 EITHER MAKE a TREE GOOD, AND its FRUIT GOOD- Make up
your minds. A crop d Olives, etc shows the treeis a goodfruit treg not a wild
one, Lk 6:43-45. If what Jesus was doing was GOOD, a blessang to people, that
showed He was good ading in fellowship with God. (In 7:16-20 it's the falsity of
the Prophets that is s1own by the fruit.) MAKE a TREE CORRUPT/bad, AND
its FRUIT will be CORRUPT /bad- If you make out that the Devil is the source
of my aaions, then you must cdl the results - hedings, deliverance from demons
etc, BAD, and shoudn't have been dore - which would alienate those blessed by
it. THE TREE I Srecognised BY its FRUIT- Evil heat- evil deals, 15:17-20.

O brood OF VIPERS- 3:7. Sons of Serpent Satan, Gen 3.1, see&king to pason men
against the truth so they will die in their sins. Cp 2333. Cadlling the work of the
Holy Spirit the work of Satan was fruit that showed the treeof their life was evil.
HOW CAN you who are EVIL SPEAK GOOD THINGS- Their dlandering d
Jesus was the natural result of the Pharisees being in fellowship with Satan. The
Lord tries to shock them out of unforgivable sin. OUT OF THE ABUNDANCE/
overflow OF THE HEART THE MOUTH SPEAKS- Lk 6:45. What people say
Is an owerflowing throughthe mouth of what fill s their inner being. It reveds what
they're redly like. 6:21; 1518 The GOOD MAN OUT OF GOOD stored up..
brings GOOD- The things he has chosen to keep, treasure up, having seleded
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depres=d, althoughit carriesrisks, Prov 1019. In this stting the Lord is warning
against saying things which produce no GOOD fruit, and more particularly saying
things which were empty of truth like the Pharisees words, 12:24. Words said that
aren't the result of horest weighing up d evidence Malicious words said "for
fun," out of prejudice etc that hurt people, cloudthe truth, distrad men from Jesus
and Salvation. Baselessrumours and criticisms by Christians do ged harm - all
the more so if the spedker is a Godly, respeded man. See5:21-26; Jas 3:1-16. We
will also be answerable for empty unkept promises, 21:30.

GIVE ACCOUNT.. JUDGMENT- An emphatic statement of WHEN men will face
the ansequences of what they may say quite caelesdy - so think before you
attribute the work of God to Satan, 12:24. BY your WORDS. JUSTIFIED/
acquitted, CONDEMNED- What youve said will be acceted as proof of what
you were. We're justified by Grace &one through Christ crucified bu the words
we speek nedd to be atrue witnessas to whether we're justified or not, Cp Jas 3:1-
18.

12-38-46 A SIGN Demanded & Refused

(As proof of the source of Jesus Power. Probally a repeated request as 16:1; Mk 8:11-12; Lk
11:29-32, have different backgrounds. Nineveéh turned from sin. Skeba's Queen was
attracted to a person. The Gospel features both.)

12:38-39 SCRIBES/teachers of the Law- 2:4. PHARISEES- 3:7 said WE want A
SIGN FROM vyou- They're brushing aside dl the mirades as inadequate witness
Moses had proved God was with him by crossng the Red Sea etc. Elijah had
cdled down Fire from heaven. The demand for a sign klls Faith - When
Abraham's faith failed he demanded a @mvenant and a sign, Gen 158-21. Contrast
the blessng dfered us, Jn 2029.

AN EVIL/wicked AND ADULTE ROUS GENERATION- Only people & evil and
godess as you would demand a sign keyond what youve drealy seen. People
who dort ke their own marriage vows dorit trust God to ke HIS promises.
And adultery in OT is used o Israd's heat departure from loyalty to God, Jer
3:20; Hos 3:1, etc. That this generation d Israd preferred worldly ways and
possessons, and men's praise, 6:1-24, showed their heats weren't loyal to God.
They're demanding a sign because their ladk of faithfulnessto/ fellowship with
God had made them blind to the truth Jesus preaded, and the signs He had gven.
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12:40-42 THE SON OF MAN.. HEART OF THE EARTH- The Jewish way of
saying buied in the ground That God was involved in the life and work of Jonah
was down by his preservation. The resurredion d Christ Jesus would prove He
was God-approved. Only those who already believed in Him saw the Risen Christ,
but the Rulers and general pubic saw the transformed lives of His Disciples and
head their witnesd felt the witness of His Spirit, Acts 2-7. The Resurredion
would be Gods final sign to Israd. Let's not distrad attention away from the
wonder of it by exercising ou obsessd-by-fad Western minds in fodlish
arguments as to the exad way this ymbalic statement can be used to determine
the schedule of the qrucifixion and resurredion.

NINEVEH SHALL RISE/stand up- Used o the Lord's resurredionin Mk 8:31, etc,
but also conweys the though of standing up as a witness in court. IN
JUDGMENT with THIS GENERATION.AND CONDEMN IT- God
condemns - not men - but these men will witnessthat God's verdict is appropriate.

THEY REPENTED AT THE PREACHING OF Jonah- Repent- 3:2; 4:17; 11.20-
21 Thisisthe last use of REPENT in Matthew, so in a sense the final challenge
which they must facewhen, Jonah-like, Jesus rises from the dead. A GREATER
THAN Jonah- Cp 126. A greder person, God the Son, and a greder message,
and oucome, an offer of eternal Salvation.

THE QUEEN OF THE SOUTH- Queen dof Sheba in South Arabia, 1 Ki 10:1-13.
CONDEMN.. CAME FROM ends OF EARTH- Not that the eath has ends, or
that she came from the farthest from Israd part of the world. Simply their poetic
way of saying from avery long dstance TO.. THE WISDOM OF SOLOMON-
The wise answers He gave to her questions. A GREATER THAN SOLOM ON-
They had faced the wisdom of God in His Final revelation in Jesus, Heb 11, and
must answer for their resporse. He was THE Priest, Prophet, and King - Greaer
than the Temple, and its Priests (Law) Jonah (Prophets) Solomon (Wisdom
literature). Cp 1015; 11:21-24.

12:43-45 WHEN THE UNCLEAN/evil SPIRIT IS GONE/comes OUT OF A
MAN- No explanation d how this happened. The Isradites who returned from
Exile had been freed from the evil spirit of Iddlatry, but their lives remained empty

22



the person hed tidied uptheir life and was living comfortably. But was empty - the
Stronger One, the Lord Jesus hadn't been welcomed in to guard and rule the house.
Our Western world has turned from Christ. Those brought up by Christian parents
may live comfortably good lives until they or their children lapse into worse sin
than the heahen. Only when the Lord is allowed to fill our lives are we redly safe,
Eph 518; Col 3:16; 2 Pet 1:1-11.

THE LAST STATE/final condition.. IS WORSE- In spite of temporary
improvement. That is how it will BE- Unless while they have the dance, they
welcome into their life the only rightful and safe Master, Jesus Christ. In a sense
Israd freed from Pre-exile iddlatry was already under the control of the evil spirits
of hypaocrisy, self-righteousness formalism, pride, etc aominable to the Lord, Lk
16:15. When THAT generation had had 40 yeas to repent, it was torn apart by
Barabbas-type patrioty false Mesgahs, until crushed by the Romans. The final
generation d Christ-rgeding Jews will also be lured and betrayed by Anti-Christ,
THE False Mesdah, Jn 543, 2 Th 23-4; Rev 1311-18, and suffer the Grea
tribulation.

12:46-50 Jesus, His Mother & Brothers

(It seans from Mk 3:20-21, 3135, that theyd lost confidence in His acting wisely in
fell owship with God, and hadccome to take targe of Him. He uses the incident to remind
us that human relationshipg/ birth is irrelevant to the Kingdam - doing the will of God
alone matters.)

12.46-47 WHILE Jesus was gill talking- Abou the Pharisees. HIS MOTHER
AND brothers**15 STOOD outside- the house where He was ge&king, 13:1, or
on the fringe of the aowd. They're freeto come or go, not committed dsciples as
yet, Jn 7.5, but were by Acts 1:14. Swept clean bu not occupied by Chrigt, in
terms of the previous parable. DESIRING TO SPEAK WITH HIM- To get Him
quietly away if Mk 3:21 describes their intention. Church Leaders can also fed
they have aright to dedde what Jesus can say and doin THEIR churches, by
ruling ou unpopuar truths etc. Someonetold HIM BEHOLD Your MOTHER-
Thisverse is omitted in some Mssthoughthey haveit in Lk 8:20.

12:48-50 HE replied.. WHO ISMY MOTHER? brothers?- With whom do | have

the dosest ties? This is most appropriate if they have come with the intention o
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SISTER.. MOTHER- The basis of fellowship with the Lord Jesus is Obedient
Faith. Thisisthe work of God, Jn 6:28-29. God's will, asreveded in Jesusisto be
dore joyfully, faithfully, effedively, but that can be dorne only by us in Jesus/
Jesusin us, as He by the Spirit guides us and gvesthe power to doit, Rom 8:1-16;
Gal 2:20; Phil 2:12-13. This heaing-believing-doing, 7:15-27, goes far beyond
agreament with ideas, or mecdhanicd obedience It invalves God reating dovn to
us in Chrigt, to fulfil His eternal purposes. Cp 2810; Jn 2017; Rom 8:1-30; Heb
2:11-13; 2 Pet 1:3-4. A family relationship with Jesusis shown by those redeemed
from the world to join Him in His obedienceto the will of the father, Jn 158-15.

Footnote **15 Brothers has been interpreted by RC's as cousins, half-brothers, etc asin Hebrew such
could be described as brothers. But John, Luke and Paul, writing to Gentiles, also say brothers,
and to Gentil es the word could orly mean brothers.

CHAPTER 13

13:1-58 Parables of the Kingdom

(The Kingdan has been spoken of since 3.2, as the sphere of God's Rule in bah ouward
profesgon, andinward reality. It had leen ofered as AT HAND/near in Jesus its
Messah, andrejeded by this Generation d Israel, 11:16-24; 12:14. The fulfil ment of
most of the OT promises must wait for the future coming andrule of Christ in Power,
Glory and Judgment, asin 1928; 24-25. That will be the outworking d His First Coming
andTriumph over Evil inthe Cross Col 1:19-20; 2:14-15. The Second Coming is delayed
until the full harvest of repentant sinners can ke gathered in, 2 Pet 3.9, so He speaks to
them in Parables, picturing aspeds of how it will be in the Church age, between His
FIRST, and £COND Comings. The OT isn't cancdled, bu what will happen involves
mysteries - things not obvious in the OT promises. There will be no visible King, capital
city, or government structure. The parables begin with the sowing d sead from which
God's kingdan grows, andend with the end d the age, andJudgment.)

13:1-9 The Sower Par able.

(Withou the life-giving Gospel seed eternal life is imposgble. But the Kingdan requires
individud resporse to the message proclaimed, andthese resporses vary. We have a
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HE told them MANY THINGSIN PARABLE S Parabde- A pladang keside, from
Parabdlo- To throw alongside. A Parable is a story abou visible things which in
some ways are parall e to spiritual truths. To thase willi ng to lean it reveds ome
aspeds of the spiritual truth,. withou giving enemies anything clealy adionable.
In LXX it's used for Hebrew Mashal- a proverb, parable, alegory, ridde, etc.
Brief parables illustrative stories have been gven arealy in 52526; 11.16-19;
12:43-45. We shoudnt insist that every asped of a parable must have aspiritual
meaning. It's important that we concentrate on getting the main pant of the story,
but there ae often suppating feaures which can provide useful extra meaning as
long as they dont interfere with the main pant, OR clash with ather Scriptures.
The meaning d a parable may vary somewhat between Gospels, as they are using
it in adifferent setting. Parables need to be understoodin terms of the physicd and
spiritual setting d the time of Christ. They reved truths to those willi ng and able
to tune in to them that others may be blind to, and part of their value is in making
people think seriously abou subjeds withou being able to systematise the
elements.

A FARMER WENT out TO SOW sedal- As on as the land was ftened by the
first showers in Autumn it was plougled, and the farmer went out to sow wheda or
barley sead on hs farm by scatering it on the prepared fields. (It might be
plouglhed again, or harrowed to buy the seal better.) Permanent paths ran through
fields. In places only shallow soil covered the bedrock, which might produce a
crop in an unwsually wet yea. A goodfarmer tried to remove the roats of thorns
and perennial wedds, but that wasn't easy with primitive tools. The grainfield
might be dmost all fertile land, or be largely poa land. A teader sowing the seed
of truth in the minds of pupls was a widely-used ill ustration, and Christ is the
Sower although He uses the hands of His srvants. The Sedl is the Gospel of
God's Word, and it comes to the heaer with something d Gods own lifeinit, and
brings life to those who welcome it, Lk 8:11; Act 10:37; 1 Pet 1:23-25, Jas 1:18.
His gred purposeisthe production d aharvest for eternity.

13:4-7 SOME SEEDS FELL along the path- There's no barrennessin the seed, but
the soil is condtioned by what people do, not by what God dces. Footpath people
shrug df the Bible stories with childhood and value only things that produce
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Other FELL AMONG THORNS.. CHOKED THEM- Thorn bushes would have
been bunt off, and some datempt made to dg ou roats, but thorn roats, or thorn
sead sprang up along with the wheda plants and being more vigorous might
smother the whed. There was no ladk in the soil - the fail ure to restrain the aop o
thorns gringing upwas the problem.

13:8-9 OTHER FELL INTO GOOD GROUND- Of course fertili ser, irrigation,
wedling, etc dl help bu the point made is that fruitfulness comes from the seal
being receved deeply into the soil. Doctrina and devotional details and
organisational tedhniques are peripheral. Gods Work is dorne/ His kingdam
flourishes, in the Grace ad Power of His Spirit, as His Word is receved and sown
faithfully and olediently.

A HUNDREDFOL D/hundred, sixty, or thirty times as much as owed- Thisisthe
mirade of croppng, the getting badk from successul plants $ many times more
than was owed. Gods Word gves us a redistic figure, and three levels of
fruitfulness in contrast to three levels of barrenness He who has EARS As
11:15; 1343 To have heaing eas is to be fruitful ground a glorious
resporsibility.

13:10-17 The Purpose of Parables

(Jesus explains why at this gage He is using Parables in His Teaching. Mk 4:11-12; Lk 8:9-
10; 10:23-24)

13:10-11 THE DISCIPLE S asked- It's always goodto take our questions to the Lord.
They were puzzled that the Lord was no longer spe&ing so plainly and dredly.
We too are puzzled when we read Ezekiel etc, and rightly seek wisdom as to its
understanding and we. WHY.. PARABLES? BECAUSE IT has been GIVEN
to YOU- Falen human natures can't understand the things of God, 1 Cor 2:14.
Understanding is by God's Grace ad gft alone, andit's recaved by babes, 11:25;
16:17, not by those sophisticaed-smart enoughto brush it aside a the Scribes
did, 23:37. There's a sense in which God desires to GIVE to al, and the truth is
there for those who SEEK it, 7:7. Those who find it must share it in pubic
proclamation, 10:27; 17:9. The goodressof the goodsoil wasn't self-generated, or
toitscredit - it was GIVEN.
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I icy vwwouuld = dl Ulitcioldl iullly U uutlio UiITy LUIRAIlITU. Wlitiot Tiioctl 1o uUic
key to understanding the seaets of God's purposes. Those who ignae Him and
demand answers from God to the questions life raises are doomed to get no
answers. Those who stop talking to listen to and oley Jesus begin to find the
answers as they follow Him, 11:27. To recave the Sonis a human adion, and yet
it's also the work of God, Jn 1:12-13. Behind the praiseworthy/ rightful response
of faith and oledience lies the purposes and work of God's mercy. Cp 2 Pet 1:1-
11

TO THEM.. NOT GIVEN- They had the husk in their hand bu missthe kernel.
God hes offered them the words of the message, and the sight of the mirades that
suppated it, but they haven't receved it. The halves are inseparable, we're nat to
ignare God's vereignty OR man's resporsibility to exercise the sovereignty that
He has granted to man.

13:12-13 FOR- A logicd result. This is becaise. WHOEVER has will be given
more- Nothing further can be given to the person who refuses the first instalment
of understanding. Jacb can be taught, Esau can't. This is why Parables both hide
and reved the truth, at the same time. This may be aseaular proverb abou the
unfairness of life - the rich get richer, the poa get poaer. Youve got to have
money in arder to bwy in buk chegly, and so save money, etc.

But Spiritualy it's quite fair - as adesire and willi ngnessto knov God and His will

Isthe key to knowing Him, Heb 11:6. Seekersfind Him, 7.7, Sowers regp. Gal 6:7.
Cp the famine of the word in Amos 8:11-12 that foll owed refusal to value it/ obey
it. Cp Jn 843, 9:39. We shoud be very conscious of the privilege grace has
granted - no room for pride, only reverent thankfulness will HAVE MORE/an
ABUNDANCE- Be plentifully suppied, overflowing and able to share with
others.

whoever does NOT have FROM HIM SHALL BE T AKEN- God gave the good
sedal - and the trodden path left it lying onthe surface It could gain no kenefit
from watering, cultivating a weading, so it was taken away. Many people gain
some ideaof Spiritual things, show a passng interest in them, but refuse to gve
them priority, and in later life, when reminded, seem to have no memory of ever
having been interested. Only what is receved and wed is permanently ours.
THEREFORE/This is why | speak IN PARABLES Matthew Henry said
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13:14-151N THEM IS FULFILLE D- They make come true what | SAIAH- 1sa 6:9-
10 said would happen. See &so Mk 13:13; Jn 1240; Acts 28:26-27, Rom 11:8,
and the general though of hardeningisin Mk 6:52;, 8:17; Rom 11.7;, 25; 2 Cor
3:14; Eph 418. King Ahaaah/ Uzziah had despised the Lord and wsurped the
Priest's privil ege of offeringincense, 2 Chr 26:16-21. After Uzziah's deah, 1sa6:1,
|saiah was granted the vision d God's Holinessand Glory - the temple @ntained
only the fringe of His garment. Having keen cleansed he acceted the dhallenge to
be God's messenger to Israd. These words warned that no matter how well Isaiah/
the Lord Jesus carried ou their misson, the dtitude of the heaers would frustrate
Gods purposes of Grace BY HEARING/You shall be erer hearing NOT
UNDERSTAND/understanding. AND SEEING- No matter how much these
people look a listen they dorit get the message. The message is given to them, but
they donit take it in.

Footnote **16 Understanding is possble only by the Holy Spirit, 1 Cor 2:6-16, and He can't enlighten
them, because they blaspheme Him by saying His empowering of Christ is Satanic, 1224. The
Lord's adionis aresporse to deliberate unbelief that misuses plain teating. Parables may tease
their minds and find an opening for the truth, and will delay the final confrontation so the
Disciples have time to grow before the dimax strikes.

HEART WAXED GROSSbemme alloused- Being dfered the truth, and nd
welcoming it, makes men lessable to recave it, perhaps cease to be avare of the
truth being dfered. EARS DULL /hardly hear- They've stopped listening, refuse
to listen any longer- Stop confronting ws with the God d Israel, Isa 30:10-11.
EYES CLOSED- They deliberately close their eyes to the truth, 2 Pet 1:8-9,
LEST/ otherwise THEY might SEE.. HEAR.. UNDERSTAND- They take
precaitions against the posshility of taking in the Message, and BE
CONVERTED/turn AND | HEAL THEM- Spiritually, being pu into a right
relationship to God so that His purposes of blessng/ Christ-likeness can be
fulfilled in them. The cause of their unbelief isn't in the words of Jesus, but in the
wickednessof the heaers hardening their heats. They acceted physica heding,
11:20-24, but were determined na to take in the fad that God is eager to forgive
and remove their sin, etc, in case they yielded to His offer/ pleato doso.

28



obwvious. That Scribes, Pharisees, citizens of Capernaum etc, refuse to recave the
Graceoffered is equally obvious. DESIRED/longed TO SEE- Abraham's desire.
Jn 856; Eph 34-5; Heb 1113. 1 Pet 1:10. TO HEAR.. NOT HEARD- So those
who have head shoud be thankful and sincere & in respondng to truth granted/
challenged to be deep, responsive sail, uncluttered with weeds.

13:18-23 Explanation of Sower Parable
(Mk 4:13-20; Lk 8:11-15. The Parable is explained in terms of the response of typical sorts of
people as they hear God'sword.)

131819 HEAR/Listen.. WHEN ANYONE hears THE WORD/message- That
Jesus has begunteading. All four soils are within read of the Gospel, but those
whose heats aren't set on knaving and dang the will of God will be robbed of it.
Cp 1014; 11:20; 12:.24. does NOT understand- The redity of what God is
offering to them in Christ, doesn't adjust their thinkingto it, and ad onit - a matter
of interest, teadhability, resporsiveness obediencenat just intelli gence.

THE WICKED/Evil ONE.. snatches AWAY what WAS SOWN- Snatches away
the thouglts generated in their mind, and they dismisswhat they've understood
Mk 4:15; Lk 8:12; 1 Pet 5:8. THISISthe kind d person and adion represented by
the SEED sown along the trampled hard path- It isn't given a chanceto spring up
into life. The least able to respond are those, like the Scribes and Pharisess,
hardened by Scripture - asthey've leant to useit for their own puposes.

13:20-21 The SEED.. on rocky PLACES IS the man who hears THE WORD
AND at once recaves it WITH JOY- Sportaneous impressonable people may
respond to the Gospel and be swept into spiritual experiences which sean very
red, but leare no lasting sense of God, or the importance of His reveded will . It's
wonderful to find heaers enthusiasticdly welcoming the Gospel, but if we have
adjusted the Gospel to play down the Cross- Gal 2:20, etc - such ajoyful respornse
lightly made is doamed to dsappant.

But has no ROOT IN HIMSELF- His response was only superficial and keneah it
remained a rock-hard concentration on self/ self-pleasing, as with Simon d
Samaria, Acts 8:13-20. WHEN trouble- The presaures of life, and as a Christian,
A dramatic and joyful conversion will be tested and its redity proved to the Glory
of God, or not. OR PERSECUTION comes BECAUSE OF THE WORD- He's
tested asin 1016-39; 249, for belongng to Christ and oleying His Word, and is
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as a pampered child of God makes this inevitable. Note the dange in the Crowd
resporse & Jesus makes clea to them that He is offering eternal life, not freefood
handous, "Jesus for King!" beames "Too hard," Jn 6:15, 60. But we who are the
Lord's people must do all we can to suppat converts who are under presaure, and
to avoid the scandal/ discouragement of their finding haow littl e life transforming,
obedient faith exists in the Church. If they donit see Christians living in the Joy of
Salvation from Hell, conformity to Christ, urgently concened to see ther
neighbous saved, we have given them no reason to make adeep resporse to the
Gospel. The more sensational the cnwversion, the more perilous - pray much.

13:.22 The one who RECEIVED the SEED AMONG THORNS- Toughweeds that
compete with the God's work in the life. worries OF THIS WORLD/life- The
concerns of daily living which are normal for their age and age-group. not in
themselves evil but if allowed to, will distrad the disciple from trusting hs Father,
and God's word and will are aowded ou. Their doude impad, as cared threds or
pleasures/bribes, are equally distrading rivals of God in ou lives. The caes may
even include being owr-eager to work for God rather than to sit at His fed, Lk
10:39. If Christians concentrate on current issues in life even their kindly,
unselfish social and pditicd adivity can choke out the NT TRUTH sed in
welfare adion just as effedively as natural Greead and selfish concern dces.

THE DECEITFULNESS Apate- Decetfulnesdpleasure, as in Eph 422; Col 2:8; 2
Th 210; Heb 313, 2 Pet 2:13. OF RICHES/wealth- Literally the decetfulness
that IS riches. The decatful ideathat wedth and successbring heppiness We face
the option, God a Mammon, 6:19-24; Lk 1216-20; 16:13-26; 18:23. Riches and
deception gotogether, as riches and pssssons always fail to live up to ther
promise, 1 Tim 6:6-10. To bring Gods Word to bea on the concens of our
society is fine - to come to God's Word to lean to be asuccessin Society asit is,
pushes God's Word from its central position, and we've no dessng from it to
share with ou neighbous. In fad we're pretending God can help usin ou worship
of Mammon. The only way to be ablessng is by deliberate fellowship with/
loyalty to the Lord in His Word.

CHOKE THE WORD/it making it UNFRUITFUL- The good seal is unable to
produce the good results that God intended for it, and which would have been
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to God for His goodressto us and let it be the dl-important fador in ou life, in
spite of all distradions. Advertised tedhniques for succesdul Christian living tend
to dstrad us from this esential, rather than help the red work of God.

FRUI T/a crop- Fruitfulnessis the natural result of understanding/ Faith commitment.
While this parable is rightly used as an exhortation to fruitfulness Jesus was
explaining why there was 9 littl e positive response to His message and mirades.
It teades us to sow the Gospel seed hopefully, and faithfully, not giving upwhen
results are disappanting. Proclamation daesn't banish sin, and reither does
Professon. Familiarity with the things of God poduces contempt unless
responced to constantly, Heb 4:7. But we stand with God who has guaranteed a
wonderful harvest of Glory, Rom 9:21-24; Gal 6:9. In 7:24-25, obedience builds a
permanent house, here it produces abiding fruit, asin Jn 157-10.

a hundred.. sixty.. thirty.. timeswhat was own- Cp the different talents, etc, 25:16-
17; Lk 19:16-18; 1 Cor 15:10. Faith comes from Heaing the Word of God, and it
moves people to heat-belief, mouth-confesson Rom 19:9-17, and further
spreading d the Word. Receving Salvation by Grace prodwces a life of God-
honouing, self-fulfilling fruitfulness in varying measures due to differences of
gift, oppatunity, and resporsiveness Rom 12; 1 Cor 12, Eph 4 Take heed hawv
you hear, Mk 4:24 suggests we're responsible for the resporsivenessof our heats,
Jer 23:28-30; Jas 1:21.

13:24-44 Parables of Tares, Mustard & Y east

(The Sawer parable warned that much resporse to the Gospel would wilt under perseaution,
or be dhoked by competition. The Tares Parable warns that members of the visible cdurch
might be Saan's children pretending to be God's children. But in spite of human failure
and cecet the Lord will bringin a dorious harvest, andwe will share Hisjoy init.)

13:24-27 ANOTHER PARABLE.. THE KINGDOM IS like- Can be pictured as
this stuation. A MAN SOWED GOOD SEED IN HIS FIELD- The World,
13:38, and His church while it's in this world. WHILE MEN/everyone was
deeping- It happened urseen. HISENEMY .. SOWED TARES/wedls- Zizanion
Beaded darnel, a whea-like plant that has poisonows el which if groundwith
the whea makes the flour poisonols. AMONG THE WHEAT.. WENT away-
Unseen. Those who spring upin the daurch as aresult of hiswork may be unaware
of his existence, deny it, etc.
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al the goodthat can be brough out of that evil, Rom 8:28. Do yau want us to
GATHER/pull THEM UP?- As 2o0n as it becomes obvious that some of the
plants are darnel, nat whed, comes the question - shoud we remove & much as
we can?

No.. pulling weads may ROOT UP WHEAT- Even if we rightly judge that
something said or dore cane from Satan, as in 1623, Peter, and ahers, are
"whed," and must nat be pulled ou. And the roots of the plants will be so
entangled that pulling ou darnel damages the roats of adjoining whea plants. Our
work is to sow God's goodsedal - make disciples, baptise, tead, 28:18-20. We're
to be loyal to Gods Truth and willing to suffer for doing so. We're to limit
fellowship with loafers, 2 Th 3.6-12. When moral sin, 1 Cor 5:1-5, or doctrinal
error, 2 Tim 2:20, is $ obvous in the dhurch, it must be cnfronted. If repentance
Is refused, expulsion is needed urtil repentance permits forgiveness and
restoration, but to take up arms against Evil i s forbidden. The Devil is delighted at
any Christian crusade that takes up eathly wegpons against evil, and it has always
dore more harm than good As our Lord warns, the evil and the good are never
restricted to any side of a quarrel - the products of His Word have their roots
entangled with the products of the Devil's Lie. To look for oppatunities to
condemn is forbidden 7:1. In all the complex isaues of life, judgment must be left
to the Lord, Rom 14:1-13.

13:30LET BOTH GROW TOGETHER UNTIL HARVEST- The plant heads can
be dealy distingushed when they're ready for harvesting, and nomistakes will be
made. The only way to live to Gods Glory in this uncertain world of complex
people and complex isauesisto serve and rely onthe Lord Christ, who guarantees
the right reward for all work by all men, Col 3:24; 1 Pet 1:17-25. We're naot to
spend ou time heresy hurting, but are to provide the kind d atmosphere in which
whea plants flourish, and weeds find little pleasure! FIRST/colled
TARES/wedals.. BURN THEM- Rendered harmless permanently. GATHER
THE WHEAT INTO MY BARN- As we understand Scripture, the removal of
tares FIRST is gedfic to the putting right of all things before the Lord restores
the Kingdan to Israd, 25:31-46; Acts 1:6-8; 3:19-23. We're to concentrate on
witnesgng to Him with ou eyes on Him, waiting to be cdled OUT of the evil
world, Heb 121-3; 1 Th 413-18.
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1A LEASIH/ATIAICS- 1L Was used 1T JEWISTT PHOVETDS as a SYITIDOE OF JTial T1esa
Scientificdly there ae many smaller seads. largest of garden HERBS/plants-
Thiskind d mustard is sid to grow to 812 fed high - the biggest annual plant in
the garden plot. We mustn't despise SMALL oppatunities to witness and do
things for the Lord, Zech 4:6-10. The sead of God's Word we sow is littl e, but
ALIVE, and there's no limit to the goodit may produce Isa 55:10-11. **17 The
Lord wants usto have confidencein spreading His Gospel.

A TREE.. THE BIRDS OF THE AIR- A large treein which hirds roost symbali sed
a powerful kingdan which proteds dependent states, Ps 80:8-13;, Ezek 17.23
31:3-9; Dan 410-12, 20-22. Some seethis as paositive - Jesus and His Gospel are
very small in the gyes of men bu they have produced a sheltering Tree There's
some truth in this, but History shows that for 300 yeas the Church remained small
- as outbre&ks of perseaution tended to restrict its numbers to those with some red
experience of God's Grace In the rapid growth o the visible diurch from the time
of Constantine onwards it grew into a thissworld pover and abandored the
Gospel, and NT church order. The birds represented Evil, 13:4, so the parable
pictures vividly the unnatural/ unbblicd expansion d the Professng Church in
which every heresy and folly may settle and ke & home, Rev 18:2, competing with
every truth and Grace

Footnote **17 I've seen tiny seeds grouting and trying to grow in tiny cradks in a rock, and then
redised with a shock that the grea massof rock itself had already been split in half where one
such sead had grown into atree

This development is condemned, as to be separated from, Rev 17:1-18:8. The true
Kingdan/ Church is depicted as a narrow way entered by few througha narrow
gate, 7:14.

13:33-35 KINGDOM.. LIKE LEAVEN/yeast- In religious things Y east symbali sed
evil, and was banned from off erings that represented Christ, Ex 1215, Lev 2:11,
Amos 4:4-5; Lk 121; 1 Cor 5:8; Gal 5:8-9. This suppats the view that here it
symbadlises the hidden corrupting paver of tolerated evil in the Church. But in
preparing kread, as in this gory, yeast was in constant use by God's people, and
was permitted in the firstfruit-offering at Pentecost, Lev 23.17 - Perhaps becaise
that offering represented the Church. While evil corrupted the whole visible
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Abou 23 Kg. It would make enough lead to fead abou 40 people, threemeds a
day for several days. As with the "Treé' it emphasises the huge dfed that results
from a small beginning. Cp Jas 3:3-5.

THE WHOLE WAS LEAVENED!/it worked all through the dough- The hidden
working leaves nothing urtouched. The Jews expeded the Kingdam to come & a
God-enforced conquest. Jesus said it would come & the influence of asmall input
worked its way througha large mass We & Christians are tempted to fed we're
too "small" to attempt to work for God, but if we placeourselves at His srvice, 5
loaves feed 5000 But it aso warns us that if we am at Church growth using
ideas/methods that apped to sinful human nature, our apparent success (external
Mustard TREE growth) will be linked with the inward corruption taking dacein
the Church. The visible smallness of God's intervention was no barrier to it
producing geda results - Gideon style. And tolerance of small sing/ errors would
producethe spiritual disaster of aflourishing false durch.

JESUS spoke IN PARABLES.. FULFILLE D- All Hislife was part of the promised
pattern. | WILL UTTER THINGS KEPT SECRET/hidden- Ps 78.2. Seel1311.
What the Lord was reveding abou the Kingdan wasn't obvious to readers of the
OT where the main concern was the Kingdan set up when He a@mes again in
Glory and Judgment.

13:36-44 The Tares Parable Explained

(We're freeto walk and work in fellowship with Christ - asaured that He will deal with ewl
andthe ansequences of its actions.)

13:36-38 JESUS ENT.. AWAY.. WENT INTO THE HOUSE- Limiting the
audience to those privileged and willi ng to understand God's will and puposes.
HIS DISCIPLES.. said DECLARE/explain.. HE SAID.. The One who sowed-
Present participle, continues swing. THE GOOD SEED IS THE SON OF
MAN- He was owing His Word dredly at the time, and continues to do so
through His srvants. THE FIELD IS THE WORLD- The parable symbalises
things happening in the world in relation to the Kingdan. THE GOOD SEED
THE CHILDREN/sons OF THE KINGDOM- Not as in 812 the Jews who are
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even the godiest will at times ad as his agents as Peter did, 16:23. But we must
never be indifferent to the presence of evil in ou own heats or in ou
congegation. There's no dacefor Godless people in the locd church, 2 Pet 2:1-
22, just as there's no dacefor Pharisaic éfortsto get rid of thase who dorit med
our self-righteous dandards, 7:1-5. See 13:30 for note on church dscipline. As
longasthe churchisin thisworld, a pure durch isthe goal rather than the redity,
and it's produced by prayerful obedience and loving teading o the truth.

13:39-40 THE ENEMY THAT SOWED/who sows IS THE DEVIL- We're warned
of the Devil's existence and adivity, but to kegp ou eyes on the Lord. To centre
preading on the Devil and the Occult is to encourage them to become the
dominating influence in the minds of heaers. Qumram sed insisted al ther
members were good all others evil. The Lord warns us that no such simple
division is possble. Whether we're God's child o nat, all our thoughs/ fedingy
aadions are ather in fellowship with God - or the Devil. We're onstantly
challenged to choose God, not Mammon, etc, asin Col 3, but we never get beyond
the nedal to se&, recave, andlivein GRACE.

Footnote ** 18 Augustine used this parable in his fight against the Donatists and ahers who tried to
purify the durch leadership from those who unar presaure from the Emperor had signed the
deaeeof Rimini - a cmmpromise with the Arians - apparently denying the deity of Christ etc. But
nothing in this parable excuses the existence of a professng church in which dcctrinal error and
sexual immoradlity flourishes. He dso falsely argued that it was right for the dhurch, like the ak,
to contain clean and urclean animals, Gen 7:2. But unclean-FOR-FOOD-animals weren't evil -
God hed creaed them. Christ-denying Bishops etc were.

HARVEST THE END OF THE WORLD/age- An age is a particular stage in
history. God's Kingdan is being establi shed in a rebel world/age that oppcses Him
andit. Cp 243; 28-20; 1 Th 213-16. At its end opens the glorious age when God's
will i s enforced, His purpose adieved, sons of God manifested, Rom 8:22-25.
We're to view all present situations in the light of the time when this age has
ripened to its conclusion and God can rightly intervene in judgment. THE
REAPERSharvesters ARE ANGELS Rev 14:14-20. SO.. IN THE END-
Those who have rgjeded the Saviour, like the wedds, will have matured to their
limit - made it obvious what they had chosen to be, and will be dedt with as such.

13:41-43 THE SON OF MAN will SEND.. GATHER OUT OF HIS KINGDOM-
The sphere where His rule is professed, includes falsely-professed members here.
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discouragement to His servants. So, even thoughwe exped to bein Heaven before
it comes - it's goodto know that the next phase of the Kingdan will be freefrom
stumbling-blocks and the defiant evil of those wholive lawlesslives.

CAST/throw THEM INTO FIRE.. WAILING AND GNASHING OF TEETH-
That they suffer, and continue their helpless hatred against God, good and the
Gospdl, is a tragedy. That the fire ensures that no further seed will sprout, and
produce more like them, isa joy. THEN THE RIGHTEOUS HINE AS THE
SUN- Dan 123. IN THE KINGDOM OF THEIR FATHER- A joyful reward at
the end d the narrow road, Jude 24. LET HIM HEAR- Take this sriously and
apply thetruth to their life.

13:44-52 Treasure, Pearl & Net Parables

(Pear|l and Treasure anphasise the JOY for which dl else nealsto be given upwhen the once
in alifetime chance @mes - in contrast to seed-among-thorns. The Net reinforces the
TaresandGrain paable.)

1344 AGAIN.. LIKE TREASURE.. IN A FIELD- When an enemy invaded,
treasures not easily carried would be hastily hidden uncer the floor of the house, or
in afield nea it. If the family were kill ed, or caried of as daves, the treasure
might remain hidden for many yeas. Eg the Qumram copper scroll list of
treasures. This was a common situation in Israd, so the Lord qudes it withou
discusang the rights and wrongs of the situation. Treasures buried for more than a
thousand yeas have been foundas men plowed, cleaed rocks, thorns etc.

A MAN FOUND- A labouer cultivating the ground for the owner uneathed the
treasure. hid it agan.. in joy sold ALL HE had and bought THE FIELD- It
cost him al he had, but it's the joy of ownership that's emphasised in the Greek.
The Lord left us to lean what we can from this parable. Asin ealier parables the
Lord can be the man, and the field the world, 13:38. The Church is the treasure for
which the Lord gave up Heaven for Bethlehem, and gave up all else on the adoss
of Calvary, 2 Cor 5:21; 1 Pet 2:24, etc. To have the right to dffer Salvation to all,
Jn 316, etc He paid the price for the field/ bore the sins of the world, Jn 1:29; 1
Tim 2:6; 1 Jn 22, and dd this gladly, triumphantly for the JOY before Him, Heb
12:2. As we look to Him, althoughto us the Kingdam seams beset by problems
and fail ure, we know that one day we'll share His joy, Jude 24. Or we can seethe
tressure & the Godly remnant of the Jews, Ex 195; Ps 1354, hidden among
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full will cost usthe world, Gal 2:20. Whil e we need to encourage heaers to "count
the cost" it's as we rejoicein all the treasures we have in Christ, and make them
aware of them as Paul did in Col 1:9-2:6, that they are moved to claim this treasure
for themselves, as in Heb 121-3. Cp Paul's joy in Phil 3:4-21. It's the joy and
splendou of their discovery of Christ that makes saaifices not only inevitable, but
adelight. Cp 2Cor 6:14-7:1.

134546 LIKE A MERCHANT.. PEARLS- Highly valued, Rev 1821. FOUND
ONE.. SOLD ALL.. BOUGHT IT- "Christ the supremely Rich, for our sake
becane poa and gave dl to buwy us from the slave market." Trench. The Church
drawn from the seaof the nations, Rev 17:15. That our Lord set such a high value
on W asares us of His unfailing continued care, and encourages us to respond
joyfully and wholeheatedly, Rom 8; 12, 1 Pet 1; 2 Pet 1:1-11, etc. That Christ and
Salvation dfered in the Gospel is © urniquely valuable that our claiming Him as
our own matters above dl else, is also true. But eanest seekers like Cornelius are
rare. GENERALLY it's those not seeking who find Christ, Rom 9:30-10:12,
becaisein fad they'relost sheg Hefinds, Lk 15.

13:47-50 LIKE A NET- The fishermen are trying to catch edible fish, but using a net
gathers in all kinds of fish, useful or not. WHEN FULL pulled on SHORE..
GATHERED/colleded THE GOOD fish- The fish edible under Jewish Law,
excluding eds etc, Lev 11:9-12. threw THE BAD AWAY. There's a sense in
which the Gospel Net is in constant use, gathering into the visible Church-
Kingdam all sorts of people. But there is only one Judgment Day, that will part for
ever the true members of God's people from thase who for various reasons, good
or bad, chose to asciate themselves with them. As with the Tares, the sorting is
dore by Angels, nat by saved-by-gracesinners judgng aher sinners

THE END OF THE WORLD/age- When God steps in in judgment and establi shes
His Kingdan. THE ANGELS.. separate.. CAST/throw INTO.. FIRE..
WAILING/ wegping AND GNASHING OF TEETH- Reed fish aren't usually
burned bu this echoes the burning d tares, 13:40-43. As a genera principle the
Lord's srvants "fishing for men" are often ureware of the quality of their cach.
The Judgment net, wielded by Angels at the end d this age will sort them out. As
we understand Scripture, before this, the Church will have been cdled hane by
the Lord Himself, not separated from the unredeemed wicked by angels. The
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others, 28:19-20.

INSTRUCTED about THE KINGDOM- Asthe Lord had just been instructing them
in the parables. We need to be willi ng to submit to ou Lord's instruction as gred
damage is dore by wilful teaders - those Peter cdls UNDISCIPLED- ignarant
because they refuse to submit their thinking to God's, 2 Cor 10:5; 2 Pet 3:16. We
come to understand ou Lord's words by submitting ouselves to them in okedient
fath. This obliges us to share them with cahers. LIKE A
HOUSEHOLDER/owner of a house- The head o the househdld as in 1025,
13:27;, 20:11; 21:33; 24:43. Who brings OUT OF HIS TREASURE/storeroom-
Meds the nedals of the household by drawing onthe treasures of truth and love he
has gained from God's Word. The Lord Himself is THE householder as Heis THE
Shepherd bu we're to play our part in Him/ under His hand. God's Word is a
treasure-store of food and al needed equipment, 2 Tim 3:16-17. We nedl to train
the next generation, 2 Tim 2:2, to understand it and apply it appropriately to all
aspeds of thelife of God's people.

NEW- Sermon onthe mourt, and NT. OL D- The Law of Moses and the OT. Both are
esential parts of God's revelation, and the fulfilment of His saving pupaoses. New
before Old? Yes, it'sonly as the heat turns to the Lord that the Spirit is able to lift
the vell from the heat of any scribe so that he can seethe old corredly, 2 Cor
3:16. CP Lk 24:25-27; Jn 5:39-40. We're to look to the Lord for understanding and
He has promised the Spirit's help in this, Jn 1612-15; 1 Cor 2:6-16; 2 Tim 2:15.
While God's Word is a Spirit-given whole, 2 Pet 1:19-21, God-breahed with all
the truth we need, 2 Tim 3:16, no man knows it all. Jude had something to add to
what Paul gave us.

In a different sense of New and Old, the Christian scribe, facel with the needs of
the househald, turns to the storehouse of God's Word and lrings from it well-
known truths to apply to well-known situations. But faced with urfamiliar
situations he will, direded by the Spirit of God, Jn 1416, find rew resources to
med them of which he was previously unaware. In a sense it's only as needs arise
that we're &le to be given from Gods dgorehouse the Scripture and its
understanding that meds the need. So eat generation is to devote itself to
preserving and passng onthe OLD which it has been taught by Godly men, 2 Tim
2:2, and to eanestly seek from the Lord the NEW that's nealed to corred
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ense SO Propadly Spert S0me ume eading. 1N oY NAGUGUE.. AT UNIoRED/
amazed.. Where did THIS MAN get THIS WISDOM- They were impressed,
but also resentful - His family are nobodes, we refuse to accet that He has any
right to be somebody! Cp Job 1213;Isa11:2; Jn 7:15. AND MIGHTY WORK Y
miraculous powers? .. THE CARPENTERS SON?- The Carpenter, Mk 6:3.
This man is a capenter/ son d a capenter, nat a trained Rabbi son d a Rabhi/
Scribe, etc. HIS MOTHER MARY?.. BRETHREN/brothers.. SISTERS..
where did THIS MAN get THESE THINGS?- They refused to admit the
obwvious answer - from God.

13:57-58 THEY WERE OFFENDED/took offence- 1 Pet 2:8. Turned their backs on
Him, refused to believe He was any different from the rest of the family. What
they said of His humanity was true, but only the lessr part of His Nature and
Mesgahship. They sinned in insisting what THEY knew was grounds for rgeding
what God could have taught them. Today proud sinners use what they've leaned
from studying the Bible & ancient literature, the variations between Bible Mss
between the four Gospels, or between different churches, etc, and bddly asert "It
can't be the Word of God." And with that attitude, 1358, it can't spe&k to them
from God. It's the Glory of God to stoop, and wse imperfed servants - copyists and
transators, preadiers - mere eathen vessls, 2 Cor 4:7; 12:.10. Knowing the Lord's
family badkground made faith hard for them. Leaning the human origins and
history of the Scriptures makes faith hard for theology students. That God uses
parents to train ou conscience, and Governments to rule us, Rom 13, etc is no
excuse for ignaring Him/ His purposes.

Foatnote **18 Any vaue in these booKets derives from the fad that as a youth the Lord laid Mt
13:52 onmy heat.

A PROPHET.. WITHOUT HONOUR. HIS OWN- His own people ae last to
adknowledge God's messenger. Jeremiah was oppacsed by people from his home
town, Jer 1:1; 11:21. NOT MANY MIGHTY WORKS/miracles .. lack of faith-
Mk 6:5. Only those few who lkelieved He @uld hed, came and were heded. A
belittli ng d Christ and the Gospel beaomes a self-fulfilli ng prophecy. In churches
where Jesus is believed to be dive and able to transform lives, He is dive and
transforms lives. Thase who insist He was a mere good man need nd exped to
find evidencethat Heis God.
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**19 HIS BROTHER PHILIP'S WIFE- She had left him to live with Herod.
The rgjedion d Jesus at Nazaeth panted to His rgedion by the nation. The
murder of John ponted to Jesus also being murdered. JOHN HAD SAID/been
saying- Imperfed tense - had repeaedly said. IT ISNOT LAWFUL- To have his
brother's wife while the brother was alive was adultery, forbidden by God. As
Elijah had rebuked Ahab and Jezéoel for their Bad worship, 1 Ki 18:18; 21:19-23.
John hed rebuked Herod and Herodias. That the father of his divorced first wife,
King Aretas, defeaged hm in battle was viewed as God's punishment for Killi ng
John

Herod wanted to kill John- Herod's confused attitude towards bhnis made dea in
Mk 6:20. But was afraid- As most people believed John was a PROPHET,
killing hm might provoke arebelli on. Josephus says Herod killed him because he
was afraid Johns popuarity might be used to promote rebelli on - the two ideas are
compatible.

14:6-12 On HEROD'S BIRTHDAY THE DAUGHTER OF HERODIAS
DANCED.. PLEASED HEROD- For a princess to display her dancing skill s
before the guests at her step-father's birthday cdebration would be though
shameful. But the lives of Herod's family were often ascandal. That it was unusual
goes with the flamboyant offer of any reward. HE PROMISED.. TO GIVE HER
whatever she asked. SHE, Prompted by HER MOTHER- Mk 6:24. GIVE ME
the head of John- Herod is allowed notime to sober up, or bargain abou what he
will do, his promiseisto be met NOW.

Footnote **19 Josephus cdls her first husband Herod, bu he may well have been Herod Phili p - the
Herodian family was a very compli cated tangle.

THE KING WAS SORRY/distressed- The adion was against his better judgment,
but he had committed himself pulicly, so failure would have seamed worse.
becuse of the oath.. had JOHN beheaded IN PRISON.. HISHEAD.. GIVEN
TO THE girl- She was probably abou 1820. TO HER MOTHER. HIS
DISCIPLESTOOK THE BODY AND BURIED IT. AND.. TOLD JESUS.

14:13-21 Jesus feads 5000Men
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oNVV A BREAT MIULTITTUDE/NAge CIOWU- UDVIOUSY e DOAL Nald Uavell ed
very slowly - becdmed? He had COMPASSON- 9:36. AND HE HEALED
THEIR SICK- Arrhostos- The word emphasises their weeness powerlessess
that resulted from sickness- pitiable helplessness- which is true of the hopelesdy
sinful aswell asthe hopelesdy sick.

14:1519 DISCIPLES.. THIS IS A DESERT/remote PLACE- Uninhabited, so
foodess THE TIME- for teading | S PAST/it's getting late- Evening med time.
BUY THEMSELVES food- The Disciples didnt share their Lord's tender
compasson, and soundrather impatient as they suggest the sensible thing to dois
to send them away to fend for themselvesin getting to the nearest vill ages to get a
med. JESUS SAID/replied.. you- Emphasized. GIVE THEM TO EAT- There's
no real for them to goaway - for most of the yea sleging ouside would be no
problem, once they had amed. By invalving the disciples in the mirade He made
it cleaer to them, and urforgettable. WE HAVE.. FIVE LOAVES- These eden
with dried fish would be asimple med for two people. They forgot to add "and we
have you Lord." We tend to leave the Lord ou of our cdculations. HE SAID
BRING THEM TO ME- The Lord's people ae to pu into His hands what they
have. God Almighty, All-sufficient fellowships with His people by using what
they have, 1 Ki 17:12-16.

HE COMM ANDED/directed.. SIT DOWN- The Lord made orderly arrangements
for the people to be comfortable and be fed conwveniently. Taking THE FIVE
LOAVES AND TWO fish. LOOKING TO HEAVEN HE BLESSD/gave
thanks- Eulogeo- Gave thanks to God for them, and asked God to blessthem to
the hungy people. (Eucharisteo in Jn 6:11.) The Father of a Jewish family blesses
God for the food, rather than blessngthe food Take/ blesd bre&/ give aeusedin
al six acourts of miraaulous feading, the Emmaus med, and in al four acourts
of the last Supper, including 1Cor 11:23-24. It was a daily Jewish ritual, but also
established as a symboalic Christian ritual. broke the loaves GAVE TO HIS
DISCIPLES.. gave TO THE MULT ITUDE/people- We're resporsible to pass
Spiritual food on 2 Tim 2:2. Cp Ps78:17-20.

14:20-21 ALL WERE FILLE D/satisfied- They had all they wished to ea - for the
day. Those who feed on the Living Breal are satisfied for ever, Jn 6:35. the
disciples TOOK UP- Airo- To take up, or to cary. OF THE FRAGMENTY
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(Mk 6:45-52, Jn 6:16-21. Only Matthew mentions Peter walking kriefly on the water. The
Lord hadjust shown He awuld provide for their needs. Now He shows them He an
proted andempower them as well. )

14:22-23 STRAIGHTWAY /Immediately JESUS.. DISCIPLES.. GO.. The aowd
had been taught, fed, and any sick heded, so they wanted to make Him king, Jn
6:14-15. The disciples may have liked the ideaof paliti cd |eadership, and so were
sent away promptly. HE SENT THE MULTITUDE AWAY/dismissd the
crowd- Makingit clea that He would na be invalved in pditi cd rebelli on.

HE WENT UP A MOUNTAIN TO PRAY.. THE EVENING- The darknessof late
evening, in contrast to the late dternoon d 14:15. His Galilean ministry was
ending and He must be realy for Jerusalem and the final confrontation with the
Rulers. His prayerful dependence on the Father moved His disciples to want to be
like Him, Lk 11:1. To be & He wants us to be, Jn 157-12, "Lord, tead US to
pray" neealsto be our desire dso, as only selfish prayers are natural to us.

14:24-27 TOSED/buffetted by WAVES.. THE WIND CONTRARY /aganst it-
The disciples were rowing hard - battling against the stormy wind and waves.
Obeying the Lord daesn't mean everything will be eay for us, but aswe obey Him
He often uses our distressto reved Himself afresh. The sea ca symbadlise dhaos
or the restless nations in their oppasition to God, His will, and His people. God
alone can rescue from the seg Ex 14:10-27; Ps 107:23-32; Jon 11-16. FOURTH
WATCH- between 3 and 6 am. JESUS WENT to THEM.. THE DISCIPLES
SAW HIM WALKING ON THE- surfaceof the SEA/lake. WERE terrified
SAYING A SPIRIT/ghost- The only thing they could think of as able to be
crossng the water. THEY CRIED OUT in FEAR. JESUS said BE OF GOOD
CHEER/Take wurage! IT IS |- Ego Eimi- | am. Beyond the meaning "I am
Jesus your Lord" isthe hint that He is GOD. In the LXX Ego Eimi isused of God
saying"l AM" in Gen 17.1; 26:24; Ex 3.6, 14, etc and Jesus used it in 2232, Mk
14:62; In 426; 6:35 8:12, 24, 28 58, 10:7, 11; 14:6; 151; 185. Many
experiences of life ae distressng, but when we hea the Lord spe&k to usin them
He comforts strengthens us. God's Word GIVES courage a well as commands it,
as we respondin faith. Jesus, as Immanuel - God with us, 1:22 - feals, walks on
the storm, saves.
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LORD SAVE ME- Cp Ps 181516, 107.23-31. He begins as "Good Soil"
fruitfully respondngto the seed of the Lord's commanding word, but then, as with
the thorns, presauure from the visible world dstrads him. IMM EDIATELY
JESUS.. CAUGHT HIM- Readted ou His hand and held him safe. The presence
and compasson d Jesus is our seaurity, not our giftedness or faith. SAID
LITTLE FAITH- How littl e you trust me. DOUBT - Hesitate, be divided in mind,
torn between the redity of Jesus and His enabling command, and the redity of the
wind-whipped waves. WHEN.. WIND CEASED/died down. THEY..
WORSHIPPED HIM- Fell a His fed and worshipped, but with some
uncertainty, Mk 6:51-52. Cp 2817. SAYING.. THE SON OF GOD- An
Instinctive resporse to the glimpse of His power. Peter's confessonin 1616is a
considered statement.

14:34-36 Jesus Healsthe Sick at Genneserat

14:34-36 GENNESARET- A fertile plain and town south of Capernaum. Mk 6:53
56. WHEN THE MEN.. recognised Jesus THEY SENT OUT.. BROUGHT
ALL DISEASED/sick- Often Matthew says ALL.. reminding ws of the Lord's
unlimited compasson and urlimited powver. ONLY/just TOUCH THE HEM OF
HIS GARMENT/the alge of His cloak- Usually Jesus readied ou and touched
those who were sick, but, perhaps becaiuse of the delay this caused, the sick asked
permisson to touch His clothes believing this was aufficient to guarantee heding.
This $hows a high degree of Faith/ confidence in the Lord and His ability to
KNOW what was needed and PROVIDE the heding reeded. Cp 9:21. Jesus puts
Himself at the service of crowds of ordinary people, alowing them to determine
how the hedingwould bereceved. Cp Acts19:12.

AS MANY /all who TOUCHED WERE MADE PERFECTLY WHOLE/healed-
Temporarily, it seems, there were no sick people in the aea Cp The Coming day
when there will be nosick in Mesgah's Kingdam, Isa 33:24.

CHAPTER 15

15:1-20 Confrontation with Pharisees about Uncleanness

(Mk 7:1-23. Pharisees charge Jesus with dlowing His disciples to ignare their interpretation
of the deanlinesslaws. He replies that their laws are NOT God's laws - in fact at times
contradict them. The Lord uses their question to teach that the laws about unclean food

43



share in Greek leaning and culture, the Chasidim= Pious, oppased them. The
former becane the Sadducess, the latter, the Pharisees. The Pharisee scribes
becane more and more cncened with corredness in petty details, making
obedience to the law formal, mechanicd, amost a game of one-upmanship, with
littl e concern for fell owship with God, or love for others, Mt 23:23.

JERUSALEM- The centre of Biblicd studies and teading, as long as the Temple
stood The boy Jesus discussed with them there, Lk 2:46. Paul was educaed there,
Acts 22:3. It seans to have been an dificial group looking for ways to discredit/
destroy Jesus, 12:14. Asrecorded in 4:12-19:1 most of the Lord's ministry was in
Galil eg but as an obkedient Jew He dtended the feasts in Jerusalem, Ex 23:14-17,
34:23. In Johns Gospel we read o confrontations there with Scribes and
Pharisees, Jn 213; 4:45; 5:1; 6:4; 7:1-10; 10:22-23; 11:5512:1.

15:2 WHY.. DISCIPLE S A Rabhi was resporsible for the adions of his disciples, as
well as for their beliefs. TRANSGRESSBreak- Parabano- To goaside, (para=
to the side/ aside) to step over the boundiries st by the Law. Pharisees used their
knowledge of Gods Law to boast their pride by finding fault with others and
weren't interested in the sufferers heded, or the Lord's demonstrating His
Messahship.

TRADITION OF THE ELDERS- The LAW as given to Moses and recorded in the
BIBLE is a statement of principles, with enoughill ustrations to help men live in
fellowship with God - if they looked to Him and asked His help. But it wasn't a
system of rules to settle every question withou turning to God for help.
Generation ly generation, from perhaps the time of Ezra, deasions were made
and recorded by Scribes. Instead of looking to God and His Law the scribes used
these human deasions to control the lives of people, and as a basis for self-
righteousness The dfed was to move people further from God and His Word, and
give power to professonals, who were equally skill ed at finding ways to dowhat
they wanted to doas they were to make rules that were aburden to the poar. **20
Measuring hmself against the standard set by tradition, Paul had considered
himself BLAMELESS Phil 3:6. Only to redise later that while doing so hewas in
God's sght The chief of sinners, 1 Tim 1:15. The position was much like the RC
CHURCH which for yeas sid that it was not safe to real the Bible, only the
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given to priests in the Temple, Ex 30:18-21;, Lev 221-9, and applied them to
everyone. The Sadducees restricted the rules to priests in the temple. The Qmram
folk seem to have required a bath before eath med - or (more probably) ead
speda community med. Jn 26 mentions barrels of water kept in the house for
cleansing, but Matthew writing for Jews ®e no reed to explain what was
involved. We can gve only a GENERAL idea & different Rabbis gave different
rules. **21

15:3-4 HE ANSWERED AND SAID/replied- Apokrinomai- To answer a question,
or spe& relevant to a matter that's been raised. WHY DO YOU TRANSGRESS
Break THE COMM ANDMENT/commands OF GOD BY/for the sake of
YOUR TRADITION- His courter-question gaes to the heat of the matter- the
clash between Religious Tradition and the reveded will of God - the LAW.

Foatnote **20 If we follow strict rules made up by Gody men in the past, instead of depending on
God for guidance from His Word it cuts us off from fellowship with Gody men from diff erent
traditions. We're to be foll owers of CHRIST, na of Luther, Wesley, JN Darby or George Muller,
or of Christian Pharisees who ruled that radio mustn't be used to send ou the Gospel, (or radio
telephores used) as being broadcast through the ar marked it as of the Devil, Eph 22. A Godly
woman said to me "l can't join the Scripture Union Bible-reading plan as Unions are part of the
buld up d Anti-Christ's power."

Foatnote **21 The body was washed by walking into the MiqvahVBath dovn ore side of the steps and
up the other so your now clean fed didn't touch an urclean footprint, as that would make you
unclean again - some steps have adividing ridge. In adry courtry it was impossble to have dean
water ead time so they ruled that the bath water was kept clean by adding at least one drop d
fresh water for ead new person. For hand-washing they ruled that water must be poured onthe
hands to run df at the dbows, then poued onthe wrists to run df at the finger tips, and finaly
hands up to run df at elbows. To pu your hands into water, even a lake like Galil eg defiled it
and the washed hands gayed "unclean." This sans to be the official readion to news of the
feeding of the 5000.All the scribes and Pharisees could say was "This can't be of God as they
didnt wash their hands corredly before eding!" As if the Lord shoud have left them hungry,
unless He provided sufficient jugs of water for them all to follow their "corred ritual." The
natural "Religious, Superstitious’ mind d the Rabbis sw the laws abou washing- if dore
corredly- asamagicd safeguard against the Devil entering the body along with "Unclean” food.

They clamed to have built up their traditions in order to pu a fence round God's

Law so that it wouldn't be broken. In fad by direding men's attention to petty

rule-kegoing they made God sean a petty-minded maker of rules that burdened

life, instead of a God d Mercy who wanted people to be happy in fellowship with
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Light, 2 Cor 11:1-15, offers. Fallen human nature welcomes this, as instead o
requiring people to ded with God, it sets out things they can doin their own
strength, to make them fed righteous, and superior to ahers. Everything
introduced as an AID to Christian Faith, Devotion, and Service - Credls, rituals,
forms, ceremonies, haly building, priests, penances and plgrimages all move God
and His word farther off, and gve power and authority to professonals. **22

FOR GOD COMM ANDED, HONOUR FATHER AND MOTHER- Ex 2012
21:17; Lev 20.9; Deu 516. Tred them in a way that shows we vaue them, and
provide pradica ways for their well-being when they're in need, 1 Tim 5:3. God's
Commandments are simple, appeding to the heat, mind and conscience, withou
defining details. God wants ead of us to facethe diallenge, is THIS honouing?
To make detailed rulings direds attention away from love for God and man
towards human reasoning, argument, loophdes, self righteousness

anyone who curses- Kakologeo- To Spe&k evil of, or to. OT Qalal- Curse, bélittl e,
ridicule, trea lightly, Mk 7:10; Acts 19:9. So here refuses requests for help.
FATHER OR MOTHER.. DIE THE/must be put to DEATH- Their continuing
to live in the community would encourage othersto ad as they had.

15:5-6 BUT you- emphatic, in contrast to what GOD says. SAY if aman says.. IT IS
A GIFT/devoted to God- Korban the tedhnicd word for such gftsisused in Mk
7:11. whatever help you might otherwise have receved from me- What | would
have been expeded to gveto you.

Footnote **22 Charles Kingsley's comment on the Anglo-Cathdic movement in 1%h century

England was that they were rushing to interpose dl the paraphernaia of organised religion
between sinners who reeded the Saviour, and the Saviour who was seking them!

A man could vow to gve something to God, and wse this as a pious excuse of
"putting God first," for failing to help his parents. **23 **24 A vow to gve
anythingto Godwas irreversible, Lev 27:1-8; Num 30:2.

MADE THE COMM ANDMENT OF GOD OF NONE EFFECT/Nullify BY/for
the sake of YOUR TRADITION- To add to what God says substitutes OUR law
for God's Law, and denies the adequacy of His word in the form He has given it.
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outward talk. HEART/hearts- Innermost thouglts, fedings, will, deasions. are
FAR FROM M E- May the Lord have mercy on wsin this, becauseit is natural to
usall.

Footnote **23 As payment of avow could be postpored urtil deah, a shrewd son could piously vow
his businesscapital to the Temple, and so preserve it intad against any claim from parents, uril
he had become so rich that paying the vowed amourt still | eft him wedthy. A whole tradate of
the Mishnah deds with vows. That a Qorban'Korban vow could be used as a legal fiction to
prevent relatives from obtaining property feaures in Nedarim 5:6. A later ruling, Nedarim, 9:1
says that the needs of Parents could over-rule such vowing of property to God. As the Mishnah
wasn't written urtil 200 AD perhaps the Lord's rebuke helped them modify the offending
traditional ruling. Vows aren't encouraged by Christ, who asks that our lives be guided by love
for God and man.

Footnote **24 Althowgh in all ages meinthe RC Church have devoted themselves to the welfare of
the poa a lasting impresson made on \sitors to Italy, etc is that of a magnificent church
building surrounced by poverty stricken people & a result of the daim "God/ the Church must
come first." The same subtle hypocrisy exists anong us Protestants. In 1980a man told me sadly
"My Pastor says I'm spending too much money and time on caing for my young daughter, the
church nedals that time and money so | must send her to her mother.” The mother was drunken
and immoral. 1 Tim 5:8, helped him resist that demand. A leading USA Fundamentalist used to
proclam that as the Government was in taxes deding money and giving it to the poa, a
Christian shoud chea on paying taxes. Rom 13:6-7 condemned him - but also condemned me
for speaking disrespedfully of Government officials. False piety tempts us all. A financia
adviser said he had set upin businessto help the Bible Society etc to make the best use of funds,
and then bdted owerseas leaving investors bankrupted. Can a business man excuse shady deds
becaise Gods work will share in the profits? Can a student skimp his gudy, or the worker his
work, becaise "witnesgng,” or "Bible Study” is more important? Parents aren't impressed by
yourg folk who can't help round the house because their "time with God" comes first. Wives
aren't impressed when a husband is too busy preparing his rmon on Christian Love in the
Home, to help pu the dildren to bed. I've seen a newly converted woman wred her life by,
against advice spending her spare time with Christian friends becaise the wmpany of her
unsaved husband "discouraged her faith." If we haven't caught ourselves playing some such
games we may be blind!

IN VAIN- To no pupose, pointlesdy. THEY WORSHIP ME- As long as we view
the worship of God (or witnessng) in terms of tradition, the corred following o
rules, our efforts are awaste of time. TEACHING rules taught by MEN- They
twist God's Law to fit human ideas © that in fad MEN dedde what is to be dore.
Today in churches committed to being relevant to people's neads and desires the
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answered the Pharisees by stating that God's Word, nat tradition, must dired us.
He then asked the aowd to judge/ understand the iswue, as He explains what is
defiling/ makes men urfit for fellowship with God. HEAR/Listen- Cp 139, 18,
23, 43, 51; Deu 294; Isa 6:9. Listen carefully so you can UNDERSTAND- We
understand when ou thouglts correspondwith the redity of what we're thinking
abou. The Lord makes clea what prevents aman from having aright relationship/
fellowship with God. He is life-giving, guiding Truth, Jn 146. The OT Law
regulating behaviour has limited value, Rom 7:1-8:4, but as to food laws etc
believers are freeto dowhat they believe the Lord wants them to dg but not force
it on ahers, Rom 14:2-13; 1 Cor 8. We're to lean the spiritual lessons the Law
taught, and to walk with the Lord in them as st out in Hebrews, fixing ou eyeson
Jesus, Heb 122.

NOT what goes INTO.. makes him unclean- Koinoo- To make common, avail able
for general use - unclean in contrast with hdy things, fit to be aciated with
God. Cp Acts 10:14, 28; 11:8; Rev 21:27. Under Law, to beritually unclean made
one unfit to approach God in worship, etc. This doesn't say the Law was pointless
but that the physicd ritual uncleanness was gymbadlic, a cnstant reminder that
God's people must be dean from the defil ement of sin. Asthe Lord in fulfilli ng the
Law was providing for spiritual purity/ sanctificaion by putting His Law in men's
heats, the nead for foodlaws etc would ceae, Heb 101-18. Cp Num 14:21; Zet
14:21. **25

Foatnote 25** This undercut the whole system of external purification etc but was sufficiently cryptic
to avoid instant objedions, or the demand for instant abdlition d the old. In the Law, and the
prophedes, God gave seead truths which developed to their full over time. Asin 521-48, Jesus
goes beyond the surface at to expase the hidden sin problem which He had come to solve.
There's nothing unclean in food (or marriage) when it's sanctified by prayer/ thanksgiving, 1 Tim
4:4-5. Pharisees said a Gentile's hadow passng over food made it unclean. God said through
Paul though mea might have been dffered to idadls, buy it and ea it, 1 Cor 10:25. The Pharisees
were drealy plotting to kill Jesus, and yet to the last, were fussy abou ritual defil ement, Jn
18:28. The purpose of the Law was to test Israd's willi ngnessto oley God, and walk with Him in
obedient fellowship - at the level of spiritual infancy, Ex 16:4, etc. The Law fulfilled in Christ
would now be replacal by Christ. Seethe Lord'slesonto Peter, Acts 10:11-16.

BUT what comes OUT OF THE/his MOUTH- What we say, 12:33-37. We may say
adions are important, words aren't. But words bless or curse in al our shared
living - marriage, at work, church. Few sins are ommitted withou being preceled
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their claim that obedience to their developed rules was essential for godiness
Their gred neal was to Repent, but that insulted their pride, 3:7-12. We shoud try
not to offend, but the Lord reasaures us that it's impossble to dothe will of God
withou offending His enemies - our concern must be to do the will of God. It's
better to upset the strong who take offence, out of obstinate pride, than to all ow
them to stumble the wegk, 18:6.

EVERY PLANT MY FATHER has NOT PLANTED- Israd had been panted by
God, 1sa60:21; 61:3, etc. But the Pharisees were offended because their Traditions
hadn't been planted by God/ taught by His Word, Isa 5:1-7; Jer 2:21. Only what
the Lord plants can please Him, Gen 29. The rest are Tares 13:24-30. Cp 3.10;
23:2-3, 23. SHALL BE ROOTED UP/pulled up by the roots- It's impossble to
be agood @rdener withou off ending the weeds, but our concern must be with the
welfare of the plants, nat the eadicaion d the weads, 13:30. It doesn't authorise
us to spend time rocting upwhatever we judge not to be of the Lord's planting - it
will be rooted ou = God will roct it out. The lesn is that we're to pread the
truth of God from the Word of God, and if DOING THAT lovingly (anything nd
TRUTH, and nd spoken in LOVE is uselessfolly) upsets heaers, that's not our
concern.

LET/Leave THEM ALONE- 2 Ki 2318, Mk 14:6; Lk 13:8; Acts 5:38. Cp Deu 25,
9, 19. Let them go their own way, our concern is to pread the truth. It's
iImpossble to cleanse the world from error and sin, and crusades that try to doso
may do more harm than good Christians must walk with their Lord alongside
Pharisees, Atheists, Mammon worshippers, etc. It's heat-separation as God's ns
and daughters that determines and limits dhared commitments, 2 Cor 6:14-7:1.
Criticism by Pharisees matter little. They're out of touch with God, so are BLIND
LEADERS/guides OF THE BLIND.. FALL ..- They're self-appanted lealers of
God's people who dorit know God a Hiswill. Cp Rom 2:19. Fallinginto apitisa
symbal of misfortunein Ps 7:15; Prov 2627; |sa24:18; Jer 48.44, but may refer to
Steol- the Pit, Num 16:30-33; Job 1710.
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uriioucriced. It docsit dalle a'lyolrices adiiuny el ore o,

15:18-20 THINGS.. OUT OF MOUTH COME FROM THE HEART- The inner
being, its desires, impulses, hungers. DEFILE/make unclean- The fruit shows
what the treeis, 7:16-18. The words a person spe&ks ow the thoughs and
fedings of his true self, and make him unclean by expressng the sin of his heat.
Cp 621; 11:29. Mk 7:20.

OUT OF HEART- It's DOING what we fed like doing that defil es us, but the fad of
the thought/ feding occurring demonstrates we're sinful at our heat's core.
Allowing the though/ feding to be expres=d is an additional sin of our will.
EVIL THOUGHTS Dialogismos- Reasonings, arguments within the mind.
Mental plotting. Evil desires lurk unseen in the inner man before they become
pulicintheir varied forms of sin, 5:21-48; Mk 7:21. The Lord qudes nat only the
letter of the Law, but does by first pointing ou the innate sinfulnessof human
nature that's the source and cause of al sin. What a blessng we have in the Gospel
- it'sexpounced in gorious detall in Rom 8.

MURDERS, ADULTERIES, FORNICATIONS/sexual immorality THEFTS,
FALSE WITNESStestimony, BLASPHEMIES/slander- Probably slandering
men becauseit foll ows False Witness Other lists of defili ngthings, Rom 1:18-3:2;
1 Cor 5:11; 6:9-10; Gal 5:19-21; 2 Tim 3:2-5; 2 Pet 2:1-22. DEFILE/make
unclean.

TO EAT/eating WITH unwashed HANDS does not- Mk 7:2. The Lord values the
OT Law, and yet welcomes those outside the Law who have Faith apart from the
Law. Thisfits with the rulingin Rom 14, that |eft a Jew freeto honou the Lord by
kegoing the food laws, and a Gentile freeto honou the Lord by ignaring them.
The summing upin Mk 7:39, PURGING ALL MEATSdedared dl foods clean,
seams to be a onsidered verdict by Mark, stating what had become dea as the
yeas passd, andisthe Holy Spirit's comment on the situation.

50



temptation to Pre-Exile Israd. In NT it was probably used of the people of Tyre,
Sidon, etc who, like the OT Canaanites, worshipped Bad.

HAVE MERCY.. SON OF DAVID- A Mesganic title, 12223, DAUGHTER
Suffering- The worldly-wise aiticise Christian Missons, saying people ae happy
in their own religion. Many Christless people, like this woman, know that's not
true. Her daughter's affliction and her loving concern stopped her being content
with what she was. Affliction is often a doaway to life and dessng. Two things
prepare the way for the Gospel - LOVE, and SORROW. She cane becaise she
had HEARD of Him, Mk 7:25 - Faith comes by heaing Rom 10:17; Gal 3:2.

15:23-24 NOT A WORD- The Lord's slence seans unkind, but as the story unfolds
we seeit's the means by which sheisdrawn into a deaer confesson, on an horest
basis - and Hesang. HIS DISCIPLES wged- Present participle, kept asking
HIM- Expresang their frustration. SEND HER AWAY- We know how the
disciples felt. People can be anuisanceto ustoo, but maybe the Lord sent them to
us for His purpaoses. Perhaps to be blessed, perhaps to test us £ we can grow in
Christ-likeness Theright resporseisto tead God's Word/ Minister Christ to them
lovingly. Whether it scares them off, or saves them is in the Lord's hands. **26
They may have meant give her what she wants, asin 1827; 27:15, so she leares us
alone. In Lk 2:29 the same word means dismissal with wish granted. The Lord
looked at people with compasson. The Disciples, as human as we ourselves are,
saw their nuisance value, 14:15-21; 19:13-15. It seams to me that at times when
the Lord begins to answer our prayers, those for whom we have prayed and
worked suddenly become aburden that seems beyond ou beaing.

HE SAID | AM/was SENT.. THE LOST SHEEP OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL-
The Jews were God's chasen people, yet out of touch with God. Jesus had been
sent to be their Shepherd as promised in the OT. Jews had a daim on Him as Son
of David, but as a Canaanite she had no dred claim on Him. The Lord may have
been reminding her of this. The Disciples were sent to Israd, 10:6, but His
commissonin 2818-20 supersedes this.

Footnote **26 Yeas ago | was pestered by abusive/obscene phore cdls. | responced by quaing
Gospel texts until he gave up ringing. Maybe | shoud have prayed more for his conversion.
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TRUTH/Yes LORD- She a&nowledges $e has no right to claim help from the
promised "Son d David," but may know many in Israd are like spoiled children
refusing to be fed, asin 1354-58. She says in effed, "That's true of course, I'm a
pet dog nat a dild, but pet DOGS EAT CRUMBS. Couldn't you gve me some
"table scraps of mercy"” the dildren won't ea."

JESUS SAID WOMAN GREAT.. FAITH- Pistiss Firm persuasion lased on
conwviction d the truth of what one has head. The disciples would have turned her
away, but she wouldn't go. Today Faith that refuses to be turned away by what the
church IS and SAY Sis blesed o the Lord. He may kegy us waiting for answers
to ou prayers, but He honous those who persist in trusting and praying - as long
as they alow themselves to be guided by what He is saying. Your request is
granted- To Faith the Lord says YOUR will be dore. She rightly sensed the heat
of the Lord, she cane drawn by the Holy Spirit into bessng. HER DAUGHTER
WASMADE WHOLE /healed- HEALE D- not demon cast out- was the Mother's
diagnaosis not corred?

15:29-39 Healing & Feading aMultitude

(Mk 7:31 says that after healing the Canaante Girl they went to the Sea of Galileein the
midst of Decapdis - popuated largely by Gentiles. This ensto have happened there. If
so it may show that the blessngs refused by Israel would be recaeved by the Gentiles.)

15:29-31 JESUS.. CAME/went along THE SEA OF GALILEE.. UP A
MOUNTAIN/ on a mountainside- This had the alvantage of thinning ou the
merely curious passers-by. Coming to the Lord is always uphll work, becaise HE
takes a higher position, and ou natures prefer to dift lower! SAT DOWN-
Usually indicates teadiing, but heding ministry is described.

GREAT MULTITUDES/crowds CAME- If this was in the Decaadlis, Mk 7:31,
many may have come & aresult of the testimony of the Demoniacs, 8:28-34; Mk
5:1-20. HAVING WITH THEM/bringing LAME, BLIND, DUMB/mute,
MAIMED/ crippled.. CAST THEM DOWN- Perhaps siggesting the dumsiness
of cariers exhausted by the time they gaot there, or their abandorment of other
efforts to gain help for the person. A "Lord it's over to you we can do nahing for
them," attitude. AT HisFEET AND HE HEALED THEM.
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compasson is gdirred abou them so that He is uncomfortable dou the situation
until He takes appropriate adion. As we become more Christ-like we bemme
more compassonate, and, in fellowship with HIM, are ale to cope with the stress
invalved in this. WITH ME THREE DAYS HAVE NOTHING TO EAT- All
the food they had brought had been used up The Lord involves the Disciples as
He is training them to share His concern for people, and His willi ngnessto help
them. | WILL NOT SEND THEM AWAY FASTING/hungry.

HIS DISCIPLES.. Where could WE?- If we facegrea neels the Lord may make us
fed uncomfortable that we're doing ndahingto help. Like the Disciples our natural
resporseis”It'snat aproblem | can solve. How on eath can I, in my we&ness do
anything abou it!" Their falure to cdl Him Lord shows their root problem -
they're forgetting WHO He is. We too reed to say "LORD | can't see aything |
can do abou this, but if You want me to do something Youll neal to make it
possble” Some ask why they shoud ask- after al the aowd was small er, and the
suppies alittl e larger than last time. They were human, and helpless and the Lord
didn't always intervene with mirades. But they shoud have asked Him to med the
need, and so shoud we - always.

15:34-37 HOW MANY LOAVES- When we're facead with a need, the Lord still asks
us to look at what we have/what we can dg with aview to Hisusing it, aswell as
looking at what is possble to Him aone. They dorit cdl Him LORD - the One
they obey, and the One who is able to do what they can't. HE told THE
MULTITUDE TO SIT DOWN- To settle comfortably. TOOK LOAVES..
GAVE THANKS- The simpler the med the more sincere the thanks. It's not easy
to be devout over a banquet. He broke.. GAVE TO HISDISCIPLES- The Lord
could have supdied eat person instantly and dredly with the energy to walk
home. He diose to use norma food and to involve the Disciples in the
distribution. He dhose that ead eaer shoud help hmself from what was off ered,
chew and dgest the food While & LORD He can use mirades, He generaly
worked/ works using means avalable in His creaged oder. ALL..
FILLE D/satisfied.. disciples picked UP BROKEN pieces- See 14:20. SEVEN
BASKETS FULL - Spuis- Large basket - Paul was let down in ore in Acts 9:25.
FOUR THOUSAND MEN.. HE/Jesus SENT.. AWAY - As a good Jewish hast,
with a blessng. CAME/went to.. MAGDALA/ Magadan- Magadan is an
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16:1 PHARISEES.. SADDUCEES- Usually enemies, 15:1 nae, Acts 23:6-10, but
united in oppaition to Jesus. Cp 3. 7. TEMPTING/tested- Wanting to trap Him
into a situation where the aowds would turn against Him. A SIGN FROM
HEAV EN- From God. Some adion which orly God could dag to prove He was
representing God - Fire from heaven in Elijah's case, 1 Ki 18:36-38. Their
resporse to the raising d Lazaus shows their insincerity, Jn 11:4557; 12.9-11,
37. To the last they claimed they would believe Jesus if He cane down from the
Cross 27:42. Tempted nd to doevil, but to dosomething spedaaular. People till
demand spedaaular "proofs.” Today people may be tempted to make spedaaular
statements that history and current events PROVE the Lord must come in the
immediate future. Or to clam spedaaular sign gfts. God isn't honoued hy
showmanship. Were cmmmanded to pread the redities of our Lord, His
Crucifixion, Resurredion and resultant Gospel, not spedaaular things. Jesus
refused spedaaular self-authenticaion, but continued to gve signs of
compassonate use of power. Mirades dont crede faith. Seangisn't believing, but
believing leads to seang what God can da 17:20; 21:.21-22.

16:2-4 EVENING.. FAIR WEATHER.. SKY RED- From abrightly coloured sunset
(indicaing a dea, dry atmosphere) you predict the next day will be withou rain.
MORNING.. FOUL WEATHER/stormy TODAY.. RED LOWERING/
overcast- Heavy red-tinged clouds indicates a wet/ stormy day. (Some Mss omit
these, perhaps because the weaher signs dont fit rainless Egypt.)
HYPOCRITES.. DISCERN/interpret.. SKY- Becaise Nature works in
fellowship with God/ by His Laws the signs are trustworthy. The same is true of
Scripture and the life-witnessof Christ. BUT NOT.. SSIGNS OF THE TIMES?-
Youwork out what weaher will happen, but you ignare the mirades etc that show
Jesus is the Messah. In view of what He had dore, to demand a sign was like
demanding that God write acossthe sky "The WEATHER WILL BE FINE, (or
WET.)

A WICKED, ADULTE ROUS GENERATION- See 12:39. Evil and urfaithful to
God, Eze&k 16, and so Hind to the signs of His love to them in Christ. OR,
unfaithfulnessto their own marriage vows makes them exped that God won't keep
HIS promises to them. For baoth reasons they insolently demand God med THEIR
whim, and gve SIGNS/a miraculous sgn to convince them. Cp Israd's doulis
and demands under Moses, Ex 14:10-14; 16:2-3; 17:1-7, etc. The same dtitude
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16:5-7 FORGOTTE N/forgot- To buy more bread - had 1 loaf left from ealier, Mk
8:14. JESUS AID TAKE HEED, BEWARE OF/be areful and guard aganst
THE LEAVEN/yeast- Singuar- they shared it. OF PHARISEES AND
SADDUCEES- **27 They had just shown they were unwilli ngto believe and ad
onthe evidence God choseto gve, and demanded a sensational proof. The "yeast"
of pride and unlelief that worked in their minds that produced their idess and
attitudes must be resisted by God's people. The Disciples may have wished the
Lord had gven a convincing sign. Living by Faith in the invisible, 2 Cor 4:13
5:10, can become aburden. At times we may wish the Lord would show we're
right and humili ate our oppasition by a spedaaular adion.

THEY REASONED/discused.. BECAUSE.. BREAD- Yeast is used in making
bread, and, conscious of their failure to bring read, they imagined the Lord was
"having a dig at them." When we're weighed dowvn by our failures we tend to
Imagine the Lord is punshing s, unable in ou thinking to seebeyond ouselves,
and self-set horizons.

16:8-12 JESUS.. SAID.. LITTLE FAITH- Ther worrying, which binded them to
what He had been meaning, was the result of fallure to trust Him to ower-rule/
provide in spite of, any of their fail ures. He had asaured them of their Father's care,
6:25-34, and demonstrated it twice in the spedaaular mirades to which He now
refers. So far the LESSbread they had, the more people the Lord had fed with it -
7 loaves fed 400Q 5 loaves fed 500Q so their 1 loaf, Mk 8:14, might well feed
7000 Why shoud they worry as they were obeying the Lord?

HOW.. NOT UNDERSTAND- They shoud have leaned from their fellowship-
service with the Lord that He was able to make good se of all situations He
allowed to happen. And that what He said to them was to tead them spiritual
truth, not to tease or humili ate them for their failures - eg to bring lread. NOT
CONCERNING/ about BREAD- They said they had understood the parable of
the Leaven/yeast, 13:33, 51, so it shoud have been obvious that giving a foothold
for sinful ideas or attitudes would risk their being totally corrupted.
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confirmed this, 3:17. The record of His ministry since 4:17 has led his readers to seethe
growing realisation d this truth, 424-25;, 7:28-29; 9:8, 2527, 31, 33 1223, 13.54;
15:31. Now privately, with the disciples, Jesus brings them to a realisation that He is
indeed the Christ. What follows in the rest of the Gospel is the unfolding d the NATURE
of His Ministry as Mesdah, in His FIRST Coming to Israel, withou denying that He will
ke the rest of His promises when He comes in Power and Glory. Matthew also seleds
material that shows how it all relatesto the future Church.)

16:13-14 JESUS CAME.. OF CAESAREA PHILIPPI- On the slopes of Mt
Hermon, north of Galil eg in Herod Phili p's land. It was alargely Gentile aea- in
the town itself there were temples to Canaanite Bad, Greek Pan, and Roman
Caesar. A reminder that the mnfesson was made and linked with the future
Church cdled ou from Jew and Gentile to the person d Christ the Son d the
Living God. The Galil ean ministry was finishing - Jerusalem, the Cross and the
Glory were a&ou to urfold. HE ASKED WHO DO MEN/people SAY | THE
SON OF MAN- As the name had no ready-made antent it was useful for an
unfolding meaning. See 8:20. AM/is- Direding their attention to the question
would help to develop their understanding JOHN- 14:2. ELIASElijah..
JEREMIAS Jeremiah.. ONE OF THE PROPHETS- People reagnised that
Jesus oke, confidently, dired messages from God. Mirades could confirm this,
but most prophets didn't work mirades.

Foatnote **28 Pharisees professed deep loyalty to God and His Law, making a grea outward show of
putting God first in their lives by fussy obedience to detailed RULES for religious behaviour.
The fence of traditiona interpretations they placeal aroundthe Law kept them and ahers from
knowing God, Lk 11:52-53. Paul had been governed by the leaven of the Pharisees Acts 26.5;
Phil 3:5. It totall y distorted the law - and the proud self-righteousnessthis produced binded them
so that professed loyalty to God was moving them towards murdering His Son.

Footnote **29 The Sadducees were the wedthy Priests, etc who claimed loyalty to the Law as
understood rationally - as a set of rules that were good for society whether there was a God a
nat, and even though, as they taught, there was no life dter deah! We today are facel with the
yeast of Super Religiosity - "we done have the truth and honou God' ideas, AND by Sadducee
rationalists who regjed everything in the Bible that doesn't conform to worldly wisdom, and
expediency. And tead that Christianity is vauable only for its contribution to life-in-this-world
humanist goals. On the surfacethe teading of these two groups were oppased, yet the dfed of
their teadings was equaly rgjedion d Christ, and His teading, in favour of enjoyment of lifein
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SIMON PETER SAID THOU/You- Emphatic. You aone. are THE CHRIST- The
Anointed One, the anointed-by-God promised Saviour/Deliverer. Mesgah in OT.
Seel:l; 1:17, etc. Matthew has written of Jesus as the Christ in 1:1, 16, 17, 18,
11:2. The disciples had cdled Him Christ, under the stress of 14:33. Peter now
expresses their final conviction in aformal, considered statement. THE SON OF
THE LIVING GOD- God tes life in Himself and is the source of al life, and
Jesus dares this, Jn 5:.26. He wasn't merely a servant of God, He was the servant-
SON of God. His pre-Bethlehem sonship is £enin Mk 126; Jn 1:1-18; 3:16; Heb
1:1-2, 8.

16:17 JESUS.. BLESED- As 5:3-12, happy, redise youre privileged. SIMON
BARJONA/son of Jonah- Johanan-John asin Jn 1:42. Other disciples may have
shared his insight, but typicaly Peter expressed and clarified it for them. They
shared his resporsibilities, 1818, and, in addressng Peter, the Lord was also
addressng them - and later servants of His in due course. Matthew stresses the
ideaof Peter's leadership/ pioneaingrole, 10:2; 14:28-29; 15:15; 17:24-27, 18.21.

FLESH AND BLOOD- A Jewish term for man, in his mortality and frailness NOT
REVEALED IT- Redisation d this truth ddn't come from man/ human nature.
BUT MY FATHER IN HEAV EN- God who sends His Son, aso sends faith in
His Son. Both are God's gift, welcomed by man Jn 1:13. Peter hadn't come to this
understanding withou use of his snses, and intelligence, but they were nat the
source - God's desire to reved Himself and His purpases was the source. It's only
by the Spirit that God and the things of God can be known, 5:16; 11:27; 13.11; 1
Cor 2:6-16; 2 Pet 1:19-21.

16:18 | SAY/tell you- | and you emphasised, making a strong statement reveding
God's purposes invaving Peter and hs dedaration. Peter has dedared who Jesus
is, Jesus dedares who Peter, as representative Apostle, is. THOU ART/you are-
He had the name dready, Mk 3:16; Jn 1:42. PETER- Petros- Rock, large stone,
building material. A new name - neither Petros or the Aramaic Cephas are known
as contemporary names. Abram was given a New name - Abraham- Father of a
Multitude of thase blessed throughHim, Gen 175; Rom 4:17; Ga 3:6-14. By his
BELIEVING GOD, he becane the rock from which Israd was hewn, Isa 51:1-2.
Simon by CONFESSNG CHRIST, becane Peter-Rock, not for his gable rock-
like dharader, but because of his role & a foundation stone, along with the other
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living water, 1 Cor 10:4. The Rock onwhich men can believel build safely, 7:24-
25; Lk 6:47-48;, Rom 9:33, as Peter says, Acts 4:10-12; 1 Pet 2:4-8. Not on Peter
as aperson - he will soon ke Satan's mouthpieceinstead of God's mouthpiece will
deny his Lord, etc. On Peter only in the sense of his being Christ-centred, Christ-
confesgng. That Jesusis the Christ, and God, is the foundition truth onwhich the
Church is built, 1 Cor 3:11, and confesson d Him builds us on that rock, Rom
10:9-10; Eph 220. As Peter himself wrote, we ae built on Jesus Christ, the Living
Stone, 1 Pet 2:4-5. Those who trust and oley the Lord Jesus are built on the sure
foundition, Mt 7:24-25; Lk 6:48. In Acts 2:22-40 Peter doesn't say "Come, build
on me," but "God has made Jesus LORD and Christ.. repent and ke baptised.. in
the name of Jesus for forgivenessof sins.. and receve the Holy Spirit."

That "On this rock” means that Jesus will build His church "on the faith of Peter's
confesson" was taught by ealy Church leaders siuch as Augustine, Origen,
Eusebius, Chrysostom, Ambrose, etc. In 700The Venerable Bede, in England, was
gtill insisting "The Rock is CHRIST, not Peter." So the Church is built not on
Peter and hs succesors, but on Peter confessng Christ - and in their measure dl
preaters witnesses representing and confessng Christ, Acts 1:8; Eph 527.

| WILL BUILD- Future, so it didnt already exist. **30 Israd, cdled ou of Egypt
was an EkKesia, Acts 7:38, but wasn't the durch that Christ would buld by
cdling ou Jews and Gentiles to Himself, Eph 211-3:13. MY CHURCH-
EkKesia- A group d people CALLED out by somebody, for some purpose. It's
used in Acts 19:23-41 d the asmbly/ assembled crowd cdled ou by Demetrius
to riot against the Christians. THIS EkKlesia is a company of people cdled ou
from the world, by the Lord Jesus, to be His own - His CHURCH. Lord Jesus
People, Christ's ones/ Christians. Some of us use the word ASSEEMBLY to clea
away the fog d 1700 yeas of confusion caused by the misuse of the word
CHURCH to mean a building, organisation, etc. My Church, 1 Cor 12:12-13; Eph
4.1-6. EkKesia was used in the LXX of Deu 410, 232, for Qahd- the
Congegation d the Lord's OT people, so the Disciples would understand that a
new community of God's people would be built, and it would spedficdly belong
to Christ. They would na only be purified by repentance & Jbhn had proclaimed,
but also dvided from the old people of God by Belief in/ commitment to Christ
now rejeded by Israd, 10:34-42; Jn 1,12
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PFs 915, 1071, wnich were thougrt of as closing enind people dlowing Nno
return to life. God's people will die, but perseaution and deah will not be ale to
wipe out the Church oneath. Hades won't be ale to shut Jesus in, so the dhurch
built on Him will be seaure and exist beyond the grave where it will read its
fulfilment, 1 Cor 15:51-54; 2 Cor 4:16-5:8; 1 Th 415-18; Rev 21-22, etc. Gates
are personified, Ps 24:7, 9; Isa 3:26; Jer 14:2, and the rulers of a dty "sat in the
gates," controlling access settling legal matters, and danning pdicy. Gen 191, 9;
Ruth 4:1-2; Prov 31:23. So the Lord's words may show that His Church would be
under constant attadk from the Enemy - threds as a Roaring lion, 1 Pet 5:8,
cunnng schemes to corrupt, 2 Cor 11:1-15. But as He has triumphed in the Cross
Coal 2:15, His Church can rely on Him to triumph as it obeys Him.

16:19-20 1 WILL GIVE THEE/you THE KEYS OF THE KINGDOM- On eath,
asin 133-52. Having the keys is to have stewardship responsihiliti es, controlli ng
the access to treasured stores, Isa 22:22. God hdds men acourtable for their
stewardship, 24:45-51. The Scribes and Pharisees, as wicked stewards, 16:5-12;
2313, Lk 11:52, had forfeited their stewardship which would be given to Peter
and the Apostles, asin Isa 22:15-22. Accessto the Kingdam of Heaven is in the
hands of the Holy Spirit, Jn 31-16, but the Disciples (and in a measure dl
Christians) have their part to pay as in 2818-20; Acts 1:8. **31 As the story
unfoldsin Acts we seethat the keys were the preating d the Gospel. While those
formed into the Church when the Holy Spirit descended at Pentecost may have dl
had some part in the witness it was Peter who took the lead in proclaiming the
Gospel. In resporse to the Gospel he preadied the Lord added 3000to His church,
and continued to add more. Acts 2. Although ahers proclaimed the Gospel, as
there is only ONE Church, the same man Peter was asociated with the doar into it
being opened to the first half-Jewish Samaritans, Acts 8:4-17, and the first non
Jewish Gentiles, Acts 10. The only way Peter or any Christian could save anyone
iIsby living and preating Christ, 1 Cor 7:16; 9:22.

WHATSOEVER THOU SHALT /whatever you- Singuar- You, Peter. In 1818 the
same words are said to You plural- those of you who exercise leadership/
discipline in the locd church. BIND - LOOSE ON EARTH- Bind and Loacse
were tedhnica terms used by Jewish scribes to mean to forbid, or permit. To make
binding dedsions abou what Scripture means, and hawv it isto be gplied to lives.
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experience - but it was JBmes who gave the wmlledive verdict, binding the
minimum laws on Gentil es, and loasing them from the rest.

SHALL /will BE BOUND - LOOSED IN HEAVEN- It's obvious that the dedsions
made on eath (by God-ordained Leadership, Acts 20:28) and in Heaven (by the
Lord as Head of His Church, Eph 122; Col 1:18; 2:19, direding the functioning
of His body) must be in agreement. But where is the dedsion made that binds the
other? Is it saying that whatever dedsions Peter, etc, make & the Lord's agents are
automaticaly endased by God as eternaly binding? Or that Peter, etc, must be
caeful that dedsions made here on eath conform to the Lord's will reveded in
His Word. If dedsions made by Peter, etc, right or wrong, were enforced by
Heaven - that would mean that, in vugar terms, the tail wagged the dog Heaven
did NOT endase Peter's verdict in 1622, or his adion in Gal 2. Heaven's
deasions are totaly just, 1 Pet 1:13-21, and they must determine what God's
redeamned people do. We on eath can make binding deasions that conform to the
will of God - thanks to the Lord in ou midst guiding s, 18:12-20. **32

Proclaiming this link between hearen and eath is an encouragement, and warning.

It reminds us that when, like Peter, we proclaim the Gospel in human wegness
God is proclaiming His Gospel, in His power. His Spirit can make it effedive,
10:12-33, 40; Lk 10G16; Jn 1320. As we strugde to maintain fellowship by
discipline, 18:18, etc we do so in the presence of the Lord, and badked by His
Spirit and paver. We dare not tred the verdicts of Elderslightly - they ARE God's
unalterable dernal verdicts if based onHiswill reveded in Scripture and corredly
interpreted and applied, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Whenever God's
servants do and spe&k Hiswill, the stamp of Godis onthase adions and words.

TELL NO MAN/not to tell anyone HE WAS JESUS THE CHRIST- There was no
point in proclaiming what could oy be misunderstoodand lead to a confrontation
with the nation's leaders, and the Romans.

Footnote **32 The KJV gives us no relp, bu the Literal Trandation, 1898, 6 Robert Young (of
Y ourg's Concordance), and Marshall's Interlinea Greek-English 1958,say whateve is bound on
earth shall be having been bound(Future perfed tense) in the heavens. (The Newberry Bible
indicaesthisalso.) Thisisawkward in English, so most translations avoid it, but similar wording
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associated with this. )

16:21 BEGAN JESUS- [RT] Jesus Christ [Nes]. TO SHOW!/explain.. HE MUST -
Dei- Something that's absolutely essential/ the will of God, 26:54; Lk 24:25-27.
GO to JERUSALEM.. SUFFER MANY THINGS To Jews Messah and
Suffering were contradictory, but as Isa 53 shows, His sufferings precale the
Glory of His Seacond Coming, as in Isa 55 orwards. That suffering is normal for
the Godly was e in the lives of David, Elijah, etc, as the Lord said in 5:1-12;
10:34-39, etc. Yet the Jews then, and many Christians today, prefer nat to believe
this.

OF ELDERS, CHIEF PRIESTS, SCRIBES/teachers of the Law- The Sanhedrin
2:4; His Own, who rgeded Him, Jn 1:10-11. Their oppdasition hes been nded in
9:32-34; 12:1-8, 14. BE KILLE D- Asforetold in, Ps 22, I1sa52-53; Hos 6:2; Zeth
13:7-9. See 10:38 1240, Jn 21922 Jn 314, 8:28 12:32-34. The Lord's
willi ngressto take up the role of suffering servant is £enin 121521, andto de
to save His people, 1:21; 9:15. There wuld be no church bult until Israd
disgualified itself from recaving the promises made to it, and urdess Christ died
for our sins, and sin was put away. BE RAISED AGAIN- 1240; Ps 16:10-11;
11817-18, 22, 1sa52:13-15; 53:10-12.

16:22-23 PETER TOOK HIM aside- a Protedive adion, Ps 18:16-19; 27:10; Acts
18:26. BEGAN TO REBUKE HIM- Peter, perhaps conscious of his new
iImportance and resporsibiliti es, speaks as we might to a friend who is being too
hard on hmself. From Gen 3:1-3 orward Satanic trickery urges that we disbelieve
even God's cleaest teadings of His Righteous Judgment. God's Love gives us
believing in His crucified-risen Son as an alternative to perishing, Jn 3,16. Satan
asaures people that Gods Love rules out Hell for anyone. God gves us the
requirement for a Godly life in Rom 8, summed upin Gal 2:20. Satan asaures
Christians through "Full Gospel" preaders, and "Success and abundant life"
seminars, that high self-esteam, self-fulfilment, hedth, happiness andriches are to
be daimed by faith as of right.

BE IT FAR/Never LORD- Hileos- Mercy to you. Hileos is linked with Hilasmos,
Hilasterion- mercy sed, propitiation, Rom 3:25; 1 Jn 22. The Lord would be
merciful to us snners - be the propitiation for our sins, but for that to be so there
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Our attempts to go aheed/ go beyond whaI the Lord says in His word are
dangerous and dsloyal.

SAVOUREST NOT/have in mind THE THINGS OF GOD- Youre not on God's
sidein this - haven't let His mind rule yours. BUT THOSE/the things OF MEN-
The way youre thinking is natural to man, not asin 1616-17. Cp contrast in Rom
8:5; Phil 3:18-20; Col 3:2. God's concerns are that we be like Himself, righteous,
saaificidly-loving. Human concens are Satan-induced, world-oriented, flesh-
pleasing. Human love even in Christians can seek to deprive the Christian loved
one of the privilege of sufferingin fell owship with their Lord. Peter/ the Apostles/
Christian preaders today were/are authorised to tead al the Lord taught, 28:20.
Satan ever wants to subtrad unpopuar items, and add popuar ones  that
sufficient human/ humanistic ideas are mixed in with the Gospel that what's
preadied is no longer Christ and Him crucified, and so saves no ore, 1 Cor 1:17-
24: 2:2.

16:24-25 THEN SAID JESUS- In association with His annourced future. I[F ANY
MAN WILL /would COME AFTER ME- I'm going to Jerusalem, rgedion and
deah. If any of you want to come with me... Literally then, figuratively for us
now. They were drealy disciples, but still enemies of the Cross of Christ, Phil
3:18-19. LET HIM/he must DENY HIMSELF- Same word as in Peter's denial
26:34. Refuse to acknowledge any obligation to self, Rom 8:12. Give up hsright
to himself/ pleasing hmself. Say NO to his natural inclinations. Men may cal
giving up some anbition, right, indugence dc in the interests of others our
beaming more self-righteous, self denial. But what the Lord means is denia of
SELF self-centred thinking and adivity - to look to Jesus, be Christ-centred, be
transformed into His likeness 2 Cor 3:15-18. Throwing away al that hinders this,
like Paul, Phil 3:4-21. Bring every thougtt into captivity to Christ, 2 Cor 10:5.

TAKE UP HIS CROSS Accept the undeasant consequences of loyalty to Jesus as
God gants alows them, and move towards gladly choasing them along with the
Lord. It's not for US to deade what our crosswill be. Jesus didn't seek suffering,
and reither shoud we. AND FOLL OW ME- 10:38. We're cdled BY and TO
Christ personally, not to take up an ethicd program or pradicd helpful-to-others
life-style. Deny, Take up, are Aorist tense- make adedsion with a permanent
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Christ, fellowship with Him in His plans, attitudes, work, people - or please
myself, and stay unchanged. LOSE IT- Apdlumi- To Destroy, lose, waste. Our
natural inclinations are self-destructive folly, Rom 1:18-32. **33 The ignarant
throw off morality and the daims of God by grunting "I gotta be me!" No ore by
pleasing themselves can develop their adult potential let alone their Image-of-God
potential. Even for Christians, everything dore out of fellowship with Christ is
wasted, 1 Cor 3:10-16. Cp Lot & Abraham, Gen 1311-13. Whoever loses HIS
LIFE FOR MY SAKE- Considers his own life to be unimportant in order to be
my loyal disciple. SHALL FIND IT- Will findand experiencetrue life.

WHAT.. PROFITED/godd.. IF GAIN/gains THE WHOLE WORLD.. LOSE/

forfeits HIS OWN SOUL - Loses himself, perishes, by not acceting God's gift of
His Son and Salvation, Jn 316. No matter how much ore gains in this life by
refusing to follow Christ it meanslosing ore's oul/ life and al we've gained. **34
The only way to preserve life is to gve up having ou ego as the ceitre of our
universe, and let God achieve His purpase of making us into the image of His Son,
Rom 8:29.

WHAT.. GIVE IN EXCHANGE FOR HIS SOUL- Life must be preserved in order

to enjoy anything - nathing can be worth having at the aost of life. Those who gain
in thislife for the lossof the next life aefoals.

16:27-28 THE SON OF MAN.. COME IN GLORY.. REWARD EVERY

M AN/each person- On the basis of other Scriptures we seedifferent fulfil ments -
rewards for Christians, 2 Cor 5:9-10, entry into the mill ennial Kingdam, 25:31-46,
and at its end the final Judgment of all rebels, Rev 20. But at least the Disciples
would redise that obedient fell owship with Him in His work will acammplish His
purposesin thislife, and those adieved pupaoses will be to His glory and ous for
ever, 5:3-12; 25:14-30; Ps 62:12; Prov 2412; Mk 8:38; Lk 1234-37; 19:11-27;
Rom 8:17-25; 1 Pet 1:17, Rev 2:23; 22:12.

Foatnote **33 A leaned scientist lamented that whil e for every other creaure instinctive behaviour is

beneficia for itself and its gpedes - Man alone destroys himself and damages his gedes by
doing what he feds like, and as an atheist he blamed thison afatal flaw in man's evolution.
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live that His coming will be a mutua joy. Matthew includes this gatement
athoughalready 30 yeas or more had passed. The truth of Christ's coming, and
rewards, and ou need to berealy, is urgent - and always will be until He comes.

| SAY/tell you.. SOME STANDING HERE.. NOT TASTE DEATH- The Jewish
way of saying will not die, Jn 852; Heb 29. TILL /Before THEY SEE THE
SON OF MAN COMING IN HISKINGDOM- Seethe Son d Man in the glory
of His Coming Kingdan. They might have though He meant that withou dying
they would share with Him in permanent Kingdan Glory, asin 1928-30. But the
Lord hasn't come in Glory yet, and the Disciples have long keen dead. Peter came
to understand the Lord was referring to the Mt of Transfiguration experience,
17:1-8, as he wrote in 2 Pet 1:16-18. John may have included this when he wrote,
Jn 1:14. If thisdoesn't seem like afulfilment to ou modern minds - remember that
it was quite natural for them to say Moses SAW the promised land, Deu 3.27,
Ananias SAW the Lord's Salvation, Lk 2:27-32, and in some sense the Lord Jesus
could say "Abraham SAW my day and was glad, Jn 8:56.

Appendix TheLord's Triumph in the Church

In ou experience durch life may sean humdrum, and ursatisfying. To remedy this crippling
short-sightedness God speaks to us all throughwhat Paul wrote in Eph 3,espeaally 3:10.
It may well have seemed to Angels and Demons that throughthe fall Satan had made a
fod of God, with man's help, by frustrating His purposes expressed in Gen 1:26-27. But
asin 11825 Lk 2:1-32, Jn 1:1-18, God the Son stepped into Creaion, kecoming man,
and, as the Lamb of God, took away the sin o the world, bae our sin, was made sin for
us that we might be made the righteousnessof God - and bult usinto His Church.
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Col 3:16-17.Cp Heb 212.
THE CHURCH as HIS BRIDE-to-be- Respondng to His LOVE by beaoming as beautiful to
Him, as He in His love sees her/ has provided for her to beaome, for a perfed shared life,

Eph 52532. Resisting false teading, 2 Cor 11:2; Getting her Dress ready for her
wedding, Rev 198; 21:2, 927, relaying her Lord's invitationto sinners, Rev 2217.

As we dl do THAT, exercising whatever gifts He's given to ead o us, we'll come to be
united in al esentia truth, mature and Christ-like (having ougrown childish ficklenesg
and Speaking the truth in Love, GROW UP into Him in dl things.. and, & evey part of
His Body works together the body-Church grows, in love Eph 411-16. May we dl
encourage one ancther to play our part in this by laying hdd onthe dl-sufficient grace
andword o God. E. Read 30.9.99.

(Corredion a Criticism with aview to improvement is appreaated.)

Other booklets;

Listening to the Lord:- 1 & 2 Kings, Habakkuk, Ruth, Haggai; Romans;, 1 & 2 Corinthians;
Colosgans; 1 & 2 Thessalonians; 2 Peter & Jude; Revelation .

L ooking to the Word:- Abortion Protests/Lessons from Sodam; Guidance The Believer & Evil. The
Law, the Lord & Us; Pre-Reformation Church History; A N Groves & the Brethren Movement
(Reformationtowards NT Church Pradice)Gods Word in English - KJV etc.

Copiesof al these ae avail able freefrom the writer:
F2/55 Middeton Rd., Christchurch, 4.New Zedand.

Much of this material is avail able on"the Web" - http://www.vision-nz.co.nz/Ibc/.
FAX Messages ent to New Zedand O3 379 9990will be passed onto me.

Please fed freeto use any material from any of these boolets in any way to the glory of
God.
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