PRE-REFORMATION CHURCH
HISTORY

(And its effect on the current Church Scene)

Thosewho areignorant of History
| nevitably repeat the mistakesit records
I magining they are making " Progress"

This bodklet grew out of information oliained from "Valiant in Fight," B.
Atkinson - Biblical / Evangelical view; and THE HISTORY OF SACERDOTAL
CELIBACY IN THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH, Vol | & Il. 3rd revsed edition. Dr
Henry C. Lea - Liberal / Seaular view. (ATK and LEA in the text.) Material from
other Church Histories has been added to provide full er, more accurate cverage.
These bodks, and alif etime of reading, confirm the outline as usefully true to such
facts as are known. Same dates are inevitably approximate, but the order of events
IS beyond question. Only one point seans to be disputed - the nature of the
Manicheanreligion.(Seepage 20.)

Protestant churches have arisen relativdy recently, from attempts to return to
New Testament teachings and ways. In the East there are a numnber of ancient
"churches." In the Western World the Roman Cathalic Church is the only church
organsation that has a continuows history, which records its devdopment/
degeneration from NT doctrine and pactice To show that its past dedsions
continue to determine Church dcactrines and pactices I've inserted qudes from
one of its officially sanctioned pubications - "My Military Missal," authorised by
T.E.. Moll oy, Bishop d Brooklyn, Dec8, 1942 (MMM, in text.)

The choice of aspeds of Church History dealt with, as well as the degree of
emphasis, are my own, designed to help us to understand the situation aound s
in Christendamtoday, how it arose, and hav to gorify our Lord and S&iour init.
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TheCHURCH isA VISIBLE SUCCESS

In fad History shows it to have been the greaest influence for good that
this world has known. It has preserved and proclaimed the Gospel of Christ
more and more widely in the world, and wherever that Gospel has readed,
human saaifices, cannibalism, slavery, indifference to human suffering, etc.
have been either wedkened or aboli shed.

It canrightly claim to betheworld's most successiul religion in that:-

. It isthe most widespread religionin the world.

- It proclaims the highest and noblest concept of God.

- It makes the highest moral demands onits foll owers.

. It has had the most humanitarian effed - it is THE religion that has
produced haospitals, orphanages, "Red Cross" Famine Relief, etc.

. It has had the most educaional effed. Schods for the poa and
Universities for the intelleduals have sprung up wherever it has gore.
Althoughat times it has perseauted scientists, Science has developed and
prospered uncer its wing. Science blossomed hriefly under Islam, but barely
existed uncer Eastern religions, etc.

- It has had the most democratic influence In spite of State dhurches being
dlied to dctatorial kings Democrades came into existence only in
Christianised courtries. (In ancient Greece which is often referred to as the
pionea of democracy, the bulk of the popuation were slaves with no vding
rights, etc)

- It has had the most successtul commercia effed. Industry has beaome
organised, efficient, and even in a fair measure beneficial to the whoe
popduation, in "Christian" lands.

BUT THE LORD NEVER INTENDED HIS CHURCH TO BE
MERELY "T he Best Religion." Many, perhaps al the &owvwe ae God
honouing, desired, and desirable "By-Products,” or "Side dfeds," of what



esential heat of God's purpaoses for His people, Mt 22:36-40; Lk 10:25-37,
1 Jn Chapter 3. When we gply this "Love" test to the Church it's obvious
that it has generally failed in its loving oledience to its Lord, and failed to
display His love to the world CONSISTENTLY.

After Ephesus we're shown the durch at Smyrna enduing perseaution.
The durch at Pergamum settling dovn- Katoikeo= Beaoming at home in,
and surviving in a hostile world, by tolerating and being corrupted by those
who followed Balaan's advice Num 25:1-3; 31:16, and shared in the
Heahen feasts, and sexua immoraity of the world around them. Such
adjustment to the world so as to make life more comfortable for Christiansis
a feaure of the Church in al ages. It may sean common-sense, and
excusable. God'sview of it is gated bluntly in Jas 4:4-10.

At Thyatira the dwurch cheefully tolerated religious doctrines and
pradices that parall eled those of Queen Jezdoel - which almost abali shed the
true worship of God in Israd in Elijah's time. By adjusting religious beliefs
and pradices to those prevailing in the world around nominally under the
authority of the Lord, and unting with the dvil power, such a Church could
be agrea power in the land. And, do much for the benefit of everyone. But it
could na do the goodGod hed cdled His Church to da Inevitably its wedth
and paver would corrupt it, and it would perseaute those loyal to God's
Word. 1 Kings 21 shows Frzée disposing d an "inconvenient” man by
acaising hm of "Cursing God and the King." The "State-Church" often dd
just that, condemning as "Heretics' those who oleyed God/ His Word.

The Sardis Church with its big reputation, and its giritual deadness -only
a few members walked with the Lord in white / purity - reminds us that the
VISIBLE Church may be impressve, but in redity an aimost empty shell. In
contrast to this the Church at Philadelphia, with the human weaness of its
members, and its we& paosition in the world, had an open doa of fruitful
witness given and maintained by God. And finaly the Church at Laodices,
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Mumined by amost two thousand yeas of scholarsnip and 1olly. And we
dare nat judge awy Church, or individual, confidently or harshly. We share
the same humanity and the same cgadty and inclination towards error and
folly. We need to read and pray Psalm 19 dten.

Besides, these seven letters make it very clea that it's to the Lord Himself
al are aaswerable, Rom 14:4; 10-12. He done sees things as they redly are.
In every Church, in every congegation ead individua is challenged to
OVERQOME what is nat of the Lord Jesus Christ in his church setting. And,
the Lord Himself is ganding at the doa knocking petiently, eager to be
welcomed in into every asped of every life, to share with us what He has to
offer if wewill share our unworthy resources with Him, Rev 3:20.

Our Lord commands us to "Honou our Father and Mother" who gave us
life, and nd to curse- Kakalogeo- To spedk evil of, or criticdly of them, Mt
15:4. The Lord still requires this of us even when acording to His command
we have left them in okedienceto His command, Lk 14:26-27.

In a similar way every Christian owes a general debt, under God, to the
Church as a whaole for preserving the Scriptures, and their Gospel, down
throughthe ages. And a speafic debt to whatever church setting lrought to
us that knowledge - a loyalty to it that isnt entirely displaced by any
subsequent spiritual progress Our adult dired loyalty to the Lord may move
us to a durch-setting where He is more dealy proclamed and more
faithfully/ joyfully followed and olkeyed. But, we dont honou Him by
sneaing at the diurch-setting we have outgrown.

Still, our loyalty to any church tradition must not be dlowed to blind wsto
the truth. Much "Church History" is sanctified wishful thinking. E.H..
Broadbent's "THE PILGRIM CHURCH," no doulh shows a non-conformist
bias in its willingness to take pleasure in perseauted o fringe durch
movements.



Church 1or harsh criticism. Having a Protestant baaground |ve sougrt
God's help to guard against my inbred prgjudice (To some it may sean that
I've gore too far in this.) The fad is that as the Catholic, and similar Eastern
Orthodoxchurches, made up at least 95% of the Christian Church throughou
most of the period keing studied, and the history of the Cathalic Church isthe
better known to us, it's inevitable that the mgority of KNOWN failures are
within it. A Protestant Historian made dea that some Biblicd Doctrines
remained within the Roman Cathalic church, and that in every generation
SOME Roman Cathdlic leaders preadied them, whatever faults were obvious
in the unbblicd Papal SYSTEM. **1 .

Poppe INNOCENT I, while determined to stamp ou Bible-obeying
Christianity as "Heresy," was fully aware of the state of the dchurch that he
led. In his address to the Lateran Courcil, 1215 he stated bluntly "The
corr uption of the people hasits chief source in the dergy. From thisarise
the evils of Christendom: faith perishes, religion is defamed... justice is
trodden under foat, heretics multiply, schismatics are emboldened, the
faithlessgrow stronger, the Saracens triumph.” THE AGE OF FAITH, W.
Durant, P. 763

We must facethe valid criticism of the past fail ures of the visible Church,
and keep turning badk to God's Word so that we wnstantly line ourselves up
with His purposes, so that His power can work through s to aceomplish
them. Only then can we hope to bea credible witnessto the power and gace
of God which takes up and wses individual sinners, and transforms them into
ameasure of Christ-likeness And which also stoops to work throughflawed
Christians and imperfea fell owships of Christians.

Foatnote **1 HISTORY of THE PROTESTANT REFORMATION JH. M. dAubigne. One
volume alition R.T.S. 1846.P. 4-6. Distinguishes between "CATHOLICISM," which produced
many worthy men and true Christians, and "POPERY" an erroneous and destructive system that
dominated Cathadlicism. He sees Christianity as the religion d God, threaened by Hierarchism=
thereligion d Priests, and Rationalism= thereligion d Man.
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pblooqg, aone. Paul appanted elders, Acts 14:23, but It was God who made
them elders - ultimately they were resporsible to HIM, not Paul, Acts 20:28.
Church Foundrs and Elders never OWN a Church, or have the right to
dictateits future.

V. 29. From outside the Church ruthless SARITUAL WOLVES will
attadk the flock. True shepherds will risk their lives to proted it. Those
motivated by self-interest take avoiding adion, Jn 1011-13.

V. 30. From within the Church SELF-SEEKING CHRISTIAN LEADERS
will , perhaps unconsciously, perhaps to med perceived needs, Adapt / Distort
/ Twist- Diastrepho, the Word of God. asthey pread it.

No ore individual of us can PERFECTLY understand / proclam God's
Truth. God maintains the balance of doctrine by spe&ing through a variety
of servants/ body members who by virtue of their different gifts/ functions/
badkgrouncs ®ethings differently. THE one esential for hedthy growth is
that everything said must be TRUTH (as given in Scripture,) spoken and
listened to in LOVE, Eph 220-22; 4:11-16; 1 Pet 4:11. PRIDE will refuse to
listen, and lecomes more dogmatic, determined to get as many disciples for
itself anditsideas as it can. This divides God's flock and dstrads their gaze
from the Lord. Often it destroys their LOVE for one ancther, and then all
their work for Godis empty show, 1 Cor 13:1-3.

V1. 31-36. The Church is proteded by ALERT LEADERSHIP that spends
itself constantly in Christ-like cae of its members. Yet, confesses always that
it's not its own saaificia efforts, but God Himself and His Word which will
build them up seaurely, 2 Cor 1:21-24; Eph 37-4:16; 2 Tim 3:14-17.

VII. 37-38. Their LOVING RESPONSE - what more culd anyone ak
for? It's easy to TALK Love, INTEND Love, yet to FORGET TO Love. A
few yeas later, Paul wrote "All in Asia - Ephesus was its Capital - have
turned away from me,” 2 Tim 1:15. Our attitudes to His Servants and to the
Lord are linked. The Lord's verdict 30 Yeas later was - "1 know how
patiently / hard you WORK for me, how loyal to my TRUTH, but LOVE
FOR ME has faded - all you dois pointless without that. | may as well
removethe Lamp stand d your witness" Rev 2:1-7.(paraphrased.)
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dashing df in the oppdasite diredion where lionesses have already hidden,
ready to pourceonthem astheyrush past.)

AD 34
JERUSALEM - Acts 8:1, after Stephen was doned to deah a grea
PERSECUTION arose gjainst the Church at Jerusalem, and they were dl
scatered except the Apostles.

AD 54

THESSALONICA - Believers suffered perseaution, just as ealier Jewish
onesdid, 1 Th 214. RIDICULE, VERBAL ABUSE, BEATINGS, LOSSOF
PROPERTY, IMPRISONMENT, were dl part of the normal expedation o
Christian converts. " We kept telling you in advance that we were going to
suffer affliction,” 1 Th 3:3-4.

If we're loyal to ou Lord and Saviour it shoudnt surprise us if people
trea us as they trea Him, Jn 1518-16:4. That's part of the Gospel / Good
News!

AD 64
After the gred firein ROME, Nero falsely claimed that the Christians had
started it. Many were thrown to the lions, burnt alive, etc.

AD 90
SMYRNA - Rev 2:9-10. "I know your tribulation and pwerty, Saan is
abou to cast some of you into prison, but be faithful unto DEATH and |
will give youthe CROWN OF LIFE."

That sums up the Lord's message to the Church under perseaution. Actua
perseaution, or the threa of it, was usual for the first 300yeas.

Always under the Roman Empire it was a criminal offenceto hdd any
medings, except in authorised Temples, SynagogLes, etc.
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melted down, the silver sold ba to the silversmiths. The Temple and the
Government shared the pricereceved.)

Footnote **2 (General background HEATHEN VIEWS OF CHRISTIANITY
Quotes from "Christian History" mag Vol XVII, No 1

Pages 13-14. Pliny the Younger Gov Bithynia Circa AD 110 wrote to Emperor Trgjan that
when people were brought before him acaised of being Christians, when they confessed they
were, even uncer threa of punishment ordered them to be punished "For | did na dould that,
whatever it was they admitted, olstinacy and unkending perversity certainly deserved to be
punished." That is unwilli ngnessto doand ke what a Roman dficial ordered showed a dangerous
ladk of resped to Roman authority. He cdled Christianity a "Contagious superstition.” Cicero
and Plutarch defined "superstition” as irrational religions which aded unpedictably - withou
due regard to the rites, rituals, and traditions of Rome. National religions were permitted as long
as the worshippers also took part in dfficial Roman religious rites and ceremonies.

Page 16. (Christians were accused of incest, - as married coudes were referred to as being
"Brothers and 3sters." And d Cannbalism becuse of the words "This is my body, take eat,"
etc.) Marcus Mincius Felix wrote "For we were once the same & you; blind and ignorant, our
opinions were once the same & yours. We believed that the Christians worshipped monsters, ate
the flesh of infants, and padised incest at their feasts. We did nd understand that these tales
were dways being spread abroad by the demons, withou examination a proaf."”

Page 16 Tatian "Why am | abhared as a vile miscreant? If the emperor levies a tax, | am
willing and ready to pay it. If | am a bondsman and my master commanded me to serve, |
adknowledge my status and oley.... Only when | am commanded to deny my God will | not obey,
sincel would rather die than show myself false and urgrateful.”

Pages 31-32 At first the atitude of the Pagan towards Christian Martyrs was of brutd
mockery, bu this changed slowly to a grudging resped. Galen, the Physician, abou AD 200
criticised Christians for their ignorance and gullibility, bu adknowledged their "contempt of
deah, and restraint in cohabitation." and their "self-control in matters of eaing and dinking and
their keen pusuit of justice[which is] not inferior to that of genuine phil osophers.”

A Christian resporse to these atitudes is given in the 2nd Century "Epistle to Diognetus
"Christians do nd live goart in separate aties of their own.. they conform to ordinary locd usage
in their clothing, diet and aher habits.. they take their full part as citizens, bu they submit to
everything as if they were diens.. Though.. in the flesh they do nd live dter the flesh.. their
citizenship is above in the hearens. They obey the prescribed laws but in their own private lives
they transcend the laws. They show love to all men - and all men perseaute them. They are
misunderstood and condemned; yet by suffering deah they are quickened to life."

There were intermittent SPECIAL PERIODS OF PERSECUTION
until ;
AD 303
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AD 400- onwards
Barbarian hardes of Germanic tribes over-ran the Roman Empire, stamping
out Christian witnessin some places - Eg Britain.

AD 623- onwards
Moslem Arab armies over-ran Syria, Persia, North Africa **5 most of
Spain, etc leaving pakets of Christians in Egypt, Ethiopia, Israd, Lebanon,
Armenia, Persia. Later Moslem Turks over-ran the Balkans wiping ou or
perseauting Christians.

Footnote**3 An estimate of the GROWTH OF CHRISTIANITY

"Christian History" mag Vol XVII, No 1.Page. 26.(The figure for AD 100is obviously
toolowinview of Acts 2:41,47 4:4; 6.7, etc.

AD 100 7,500 0.01260OF THE POPULATION OF THE ROMAN EMPI RE

150 41,000 0.9« !
200 220,000 .96

250 1,170,000 »® "

300 6,300,000 104 "

350 34.000,000 566"

Footnote **4 Page 28. TERTULLIAN abou AD 200 wrote that while pagan Temples spent
their money "on feasts and dinking bous," Christians gent theirs "to suppat and buy poa
people, to suppy the wants of boys and girls destitute of means and parents, and d old persons
confined to the house. AD 251the Bishop d Romein aletter to the Bishop d Antioch wrote that
"more than 1,500widows and dstressed persons were in the cae of his congregation." The
Emperor Julian the Apostate (AD 361-363) wrote that "The impious Galil eans suppat not only
their own poa, bu ours as well." There were an estimated 131 men in Rome for every 100
women. Female infanticide was common. A letter preserved from Hilarion to his pregnant wife
ran "if it isa boy, kee it, if it isagirl, discad it." Celsus wrote that frequent abortions kill ed
many women and made others barren. The Christian community pradised neither abortion na
infanticide, and so attraded women to its higher ideds,

Footnote **5 A grea ded of information abou this can be gained by realing "THE
ARCHAEOLOGY OF EARLY CHRISTIANITY, by William H C Frend, pubished by Geoffrey
Chapman, 1996.
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11:13-15. We see from 2 Cor 11:2-6, that Saan's agents work at luring
Christians away from direa dependence on the Lord, and the truth revealed
in His Word. As | seit, Sadan has BEGUN to win as 0n & we become
CHRISTIANS + anything - Brethren Christians / Baptist Christians;
Charismatic Christians/ Anti-Charismatic Christians; Capitalist Christians/
Saialist Christians; Fundamentalist Christians / Liberal Christians; KJV-
only Christians / Other-version orly Christians; Creation in seven 24 hou
days Christians/ or nat, etc. SeeRom 16:17-18.

Of course EVERY DETAIL OF GODS TRUTH MATTERS BUT OUR
LOYALTY IS TO CHRIST ALONE, WHO PURCHASED US WITH HIS
BLOOD. In many detail s we must leave exch aher to be answerable to Him,
Rom 14:1-23. And in evey situation ONLY WHAT WE ARE/ SAY / DO IN
UNQUALIFIED LOVE isof any value, 1 Cor 13:1-3.

DOCTRINAL BATTLE GROUNDS

1. (&) THE PERSON OF CHRIST - HIS DEITY

2 Pet 2.1 "T here will be FALSE TEACHERS among you. They will
seaetly introduce destructive heresies even DENYING THE LORD THAT
BOUGHT THEM." Heresies- Hairesis=s A Choaosing, a dhoice Heresy. A
self-will ed ognion. Anythingwhich people CHOOSE to believe becaiseit is
what they want to believe. All of us are constantly drifting to the left or right
of the straight path of God's Truth. This beaomes HERESY when we insist
that our ideas are right, and we refuse to listen to God's Word, to God the
Holy Spirit, andto ou Fellow-Believers.

Any truth puwshed beyond the statements of God's Word to a humanly
logicd conclusion becomes a Heresy.

AD 59
The RESURRECTION of Christ was apparently being denied by some of
those asociated with the church at Corinth, 1 Cor 15:12-17.
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ASs aresult they anwverted the Goths, and Lombards. AS these anverted-to-
Arianism races later gave up the Arian heresy, perhaps this ill ustrates Phil
1:14-18" In any way Christ is preached - | rgjoice”

The Deity of Christis sill a critical isauie as Biblical Sdvation is based
on the Deity of Christ, Col 1:3-29.

1. (b.) THE PERSON OF CHRIST - HISHUMANITY.

AD 90
1 Jn 42 "E very spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ hascome IN THE
FLESH is from God. Every spirit that doesn't, is of Anti-Christ." (In 1 Jn
1:1-4 John hed already made dea that his close mntad with the Lord Jesus
had assured him of theredity of the Lord's humanity.)

The ealy centuries ssw agred ded of confused argument abou the redity
and predse nature of Our Lord's humanity. In our humanistic, man-glorifying
/ God-denying and God-despising age, the humanity of Jesus is generaly
taken for granted.

That Jesus as MAN took the sin and punshment of al mankind
righteously on Himismade dea in Rom 5:12-19.

That He was truly MAN living oneath by the indwelling Holy Sprit in
dependent trust and oledienceto the Father in Heaven, andis now indwelling
us, is our guarantee that we can confidently atempt to so live, Jn 159-11;
Coal 1:27.

His being truly MAN is our assurance that in ou attempt to live for God /
in fellowship with Christ in this world He's both a sympathetic, and
competent High Riest on ou behalf, Heb 210-18; 4:14-5:10.

AD 431
12



Church spent Its energies perseauting those they acaised O being
Monoplysites whil e those people, the Nestorians, took the Gospel to Sberia,
China, India, Ceylon. Being perseauted by the Greek orthodoxmade them far
more accetable to the Parthians / Persians, pdliticdly the enemies of the
Grees. THE PILGRIM CHURCH. E.H. Broadbent. P. 71-84.

(Smilarly the Exdusive Brethren were the doctrinally predse - the Open,
were Gospel preachers.)

AD 700
Moslems over-ran North Africa wiping ou Christians, while Churches
fough over whether Christ had ONE, or TWO will s. ATK P. 77.

Foatnote **6 Creeds - While @mncern to maintain Biblicd Doctrine was a motive in
establishing CREEDS, they didn't necessarily do this. Creeds enforced by the State did control
who was in charge of Buildings, Funds and Congregations, bu at the st of State Policy, and
Politicd Expediency being involved in their formulation. State-enforced orthodoky could be
followed by State-enforced oppaite "orthodoky" a generation | ater.

In any case CREEDS try to state the truth more dealy than God the Holy Spirit did in
Scripture itself, 2 Pet 1:20-21. Therefore they must go beyond Scripture. Preaders also doso in
applying Scripturesto the lives and times of their heaers, bu that's sfer as the passng sermonis
lesslikely to supdant the &biding text of Scripture than aCread is.

As the mere fad of formulating and using a CREED amourted to a darifying and improving
on the doctrina statements of the Word of God, it wasn't surprising that the task conveyed a
challenge to Church Lealers to dsplay their personal superiority over other leaders in
intelligence and devotion to God. The CREED-formulating Courril s inevitably occasioned the
display of persona rivalries, fadiona in-fighting, and pditicd manoeuvring to an uredifying
degree The orderly Government of the State & well as the Church was aimed at, and generally
the winners were thase who could convince the aurrent Emperor that suppating them would be
in his best interest. Along with the undoulted good adhieved, these human fadors in their
formulation mean that Creeds DIVIDE Christians, and dten triviaise doctrines, and deaden with
bitter controversy.

Theologians wrangled ower whether Christ was of THE SAME SUBSTANCE, ONE
SUBSTANCE, or A SUBSTANCE with the Father, instead of like Mary PONDERING over the
incanation IN AWE, Lk 2:19.

Alternatives to SALVATION BY PERSONAL FAITH IN CHRIST?
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saved.'"" VERDICT, Acts 15::24-29, "It seemed goodto the Holy Sprit
andto usto lay uponyou no geater burden than these esentials; Abstain
from things sacrificed to idals, from blood (EATING blood? or MURDER?
- asin 2 Sam 16:7-8, etc.) from things grangled (eding them was eding
their blood, Gen 9:4-6; Lev 17:11-12) and from sexual immorality."

AD 53

Gal 5:2"If you receve agrcumcision, Christ will be no benefit to you."
Either we're saved by circumcision + PERFECT OBEDIENCE TO THE
LAW, OR by FAITH CLAIMING THE PROMISE OF GOD, Rom 7:1-4;
11:6; Gal 3:10-14. Yet where to draw the line between Jewish and Christian
pradice was not always clea, 1 Cor 9:19-22. Paul, on ore occasion, under
presaure to please Jewish Believers, went badk to LAW Ritual, Acts 21:20-
26.

WHAT WAS AT STAKE?

I. Any trust in Law-keegping was trust withdrawn from Christ, and it easily
led to self-righteous legalism.

ii. If the nonChristian Jews accepted Christians as Jws, and their church
as a Synagogle, the Christians had the protedion o being a "Permitted
Religion,” under Roman Law. If nat, every time the Christians met they were
committing a aime under Roman law, as pradising a religion for which
permisson had na been granted. Jews resenting the lossof members of their
synagogte who hed joined the Christians could report the ill egal gatherings
to the Roman authorities. This may be part of what was involved in Acts
17.6.

lii . Synagogues provided Welfare help, education, etc. for members.
WHAT GOD DID ABOUT IT?
AD 70
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grew out of Manomet's contad with Jews and Epionites, and Mani - the
Manichean, also was influenced by Ebionitesin hisyouth.

Sabbath and law-keeping heresies have wntinued down till todays
Seventh Day Baptists and Seventh Day Adventists, etc.(For a full treatment of
the relationship of the Law to the Gospel seeBooklet "The Law, the Lord, & Us.")

It has been said that "Man is incurably Religious." When al human
cultures are surveydal it's obvious that it's natural for mankind to view
Religion in terms of concrete things that they can doto merit the goodwill of
Deities / Spritual powers, "Evolution,” etc and kenefit from their favour.
These things included rituals, prayes, fasting, self-torture, meditation,
cdibacy, vegetarianism, giving saaificialy, keguing taboos, weaing charms,
making plgrimages, etc. All Spritual movements tend to harden into such
"Religious Systems." In spite of all the work of the OT Prophets, Jewish
Religion hardened into a system so dstorted and dvorced from God,
Scripture, and redity, that it crucified its Mesgah - Christ when He came.

While the Church broke free from the dains of Judaism, it didnt escgpe
the presaure to provide areligion by which man by self-effort could find
reasonto be proud d, and confident in, himself.

When Christianity "Triumphed / Becane Apostate,” under Constantine,
and claimed to be Christ's Kingdan on eath, it taught that God was dore
with the Jews for ever. This made it easy for Jews to be perseauted for their
rgedion d Christ. Yet the Church Organisation proceaded to set up a
religious s/stem modelled onthe Christ-rgjeding Jewish ore - a system that
included robed priests, haly places, religious rituals, saaifices, pil grimages,
etc. This ignaed the faad that in the NT the only positive mention o
Religion- Threskea, isin James 1:26-27, certainly not a"system." The others
are Acts 26:5 and Col 2:18. See 4so BRIDGE (a) page 41.

AD 64,
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AD 400
PELAGIUS ".. denied ariginal sin and taught that it was paossble for
individuals to live withou sin and thus to merit salvation, and that there were
cases in which this had taken place" ATK P.53.

AUGUSTINE- Insisted on Origina Sin and the neeal for regeneration.
BUT as he daimed that the ritual of Christian Baptism, even of babies,
removed original sin and achieved this regeneration, it wasn't an effedive
barrier against "Salvation by Works" ideas when linked with "Salvation by
Ritual" idess.

AD 451
The Courcil of Ephesus condemned the Pelagian Heresy.

ATTACKING HERESIES - or doing anything else that takes our eyes off
Christ in the Scripture - IS COUNTER-PRODUCTIVE. Time and time agjain
the outward triumph d orthodoxy was followed by the aoping d that
heresy to be the new orthodoyy.

So, the RC church soon taught / still teades the SAVING EFFECT OF
RITUALS and WORKS. Abou 19501 head an RC. priest in a Greymouth
(NZ) Radio Service, pread on"The 7 roads to Heaven" listing lifestyles such
as Sef-Renurciation, Devotion, etc. The road o "Brotherly Good
Comradeship,” he said, was the best bet for the locds!

Preadingin Protestant Churches also includes "Salvation by works" idess.

In fad such ideas inevitably cregp into ou thinking even where they ae most
preadied against - chedk your own experience

Suppementary note - The kegoing of HOLY DAY S
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that was the aay on which the Jews met there. But t0 "Bree Bread /ed the
LORD'S SUPFER, Christians met on the FIRST DAY of wee - the Day
Christ rose from the Dead, making it the LORD's DAY, the day when He
demonstrated that He was LORD by rising from the dead, Jn 2019, 26; Acts
20:7; 1 Cor 16:2. (The Greek word for LORD'S- Kuriakos used of the
Supper, and the Day in 1 Cor 11:20; Rev 1:10is used in those places only.)
This marked awhole new order - The Lord was FIRST, and CENTRAL in all
aspeds of life in the "New Credion." Christians were " Dead to the Law,
married to Christ, to serve Him in the NEWNESS d the Sgrit,” Rom 7:1-
6. The Sabbath and aher haly days are no longer a matter of concern to us,
Rom 14:5-12; Col 2:16-17. The Lord Jesus Christ, and His finished work, is
our "Sabbath Rest," Heb 4:7-11. (SEE booKet God's Law, the Lord, & Us.)
AD 65
Col 2:16-17 " Do nat let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or
with regard to a holy day/ religious festival, a New Moon cdebration o a
Sabbdh day. These are a shadow of the things that were to come; the
reality, howeve, is foundin Christ."
AD 107
Ignatius, Bishop d Antioch as a prisoner on hs way to Rome ad
martyrdom, wrote in a letter to the Christians in Magnesia "They (the
Christians) have given up lkegiing the Sabbath, and nowv order their lives by
the Lord's Day instead (the Day when life first dawned for us, thanks to Him
and His De&h.)"
AD 313
Emperor Constantine isaued the EDICT OF MILAN which granted the
Jews the right to keg the Sabbath, the Pagans the right to worship ontheir
holy days, and the Christians the right to worship on the First day of the
week/ the Lord's Day. This changed nahing, but gave State protedion for
ead groupto continue doing what they were dready doing.

Alternative (b.)
Sdvation by CORRECT PERFORMANCE OF RITUAL
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Alternative (bl)
Sdvation by CORRECT PERFORMANCE OF the RITUAL of the
"MASS

At the Last Supper the Lord "Broke Bread," saying it was His body broken
for them. He "Poued ou wine," saying it was the New Testament- Diatheke
(The Greek word used for the OT Hebrew Berith- Covenant.) in His blood,
shed for us for the remisson d our sins. He "Blessd- Eulogeo," (Mt 26:26:
Mk 14:22; 1 Cor 10:16.) which has the same meaning as "Gave thanks-
Eucharisteo" **7 (Mt 26:27, Mk 14:23; Lk 2217, 19; 1 Cor 11.24.) before
doing ead, and handed the bread and wine to the disciples for ead of them
to ed / drink.

This was a simple modificaion d the Jewish family Passover med, when
they remembered the fad of their deliverance from Judgment in Egypt, and
the means used - the Passover Lamb that kept them safe from Judgment. So
the Lord said His adions were to be repeaed by us, as a remembrance of
Him. A remembering that His body given, and dood shed onthe Crosswere
the means of our redemption. As the Lord stood bodly among them they
naturally understood that the bread and wine were REPRESENTING His
body and Hood nat changed into it. This understanding continued as they
kept the Lord's Supper in a simple, but solemn gathering o fell ow-believers
asin 1Cor 11:20-27.

Johnin His Gospel apparently saw no reed to describe the "Last Super.”
Instead in Chapter 6 he records Christ spesking o Himself as the Bread of
Life, broken to gve men life. And, that all who " Come" to Him, 6:35,
"L ook' to Him, 6:40, and "B elievé' in Him, 6:29, 35, 40, have satisfying
eterna life. The Gospel is gated in varying ways  as to makeit clear that
thereisnot just ONE, CORREQ way of stating the complexspiritual truth.

Foatnote **7 (Eucharisteo is not a mysterious word reserved for the adion d a priest. It's
used of the smug Phariseein Lk 181. Eulogeo= to spe&k well of, isused of thanking, praising, or
glorifying God, Lk 1:64, 228 etc, or asking Him to bless Lk 6:28, Rom 12:14; 1 Cor 10:16.)

To eat and drink is personal, and individual, something that one must
do for onesdlf. So to make it shockingly plain that this is an individual,
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al saaificia aedh on ou benalt, " Because by one sacrifice He has maade
perfed for eve those who are being made holy," and "there is no longer
any sacrificefor sin,” Heb 1011-18.

God in His wisdom expressed His will for usin such a form that obedient
Christians functioning in dfferent cultural settings may have different
understandings as to what He will s for them as to the detail s of the form in
which they worship and " show forth the Lord's death,” 1 Cor 11:26. The
Worship "in Spgrit and Truth," He seeks, Jn 423, isnt a matter of the
formal detailed carrying ou of asingle caefull y-spedfied formula. The Lord
left room for variety and reverent sportaneity.

But as the yeas passed, the Last Suppmgr was changed into something
totally different from that seen in the NT. It becane THE SACRIFICE OF
THE MASS- with apparently in some sense Christ being creaed and dfered
again and again as Saaificefor Sins. **8

Foatnote **8 A HISTORY OF THE EARLY CHURCH, Vol Il. Hans Lietzman. P. 129 3
reasons for the Lord's Supper being cdled a Saaifice 1. Thanksgiving and Prayer were the
distinctive "Christian Saaifices," Heb 1315. 2. Brea, wine, etc were brought by the durch
members as gifts to the leaders, or for the poar, Heb 1316. 3. Later some began to tead that the
thanksgiving off ered for the Bread and Wine transformed it into mirade-working saaificial food
for the dhurch.

SKETCHES OF CHURCH HISTORY J.C. Robertson. P. 99.Irenaaus wrote that al Christian
adions are saaifices.

Tertullian referred to Jesus Christ as the Chief Priest of God the Father, who first off ered
Himsdlf as a saaificeto the Father, and then commanded this to be dore & a ommemoration o
Himself. "Certainly the priest discharges the office of Christ when he proceeds to dffer it as he
sees Christ Himself to have offered." Cyprian, Letters, 62-63,14. This idea was not adopted
widely in the East until after 300.

* NOTE** That theidea of "T he Sacrificeof the Mass' (and ather so-
called "Christian Doctrines') was introduced from the teaching o
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VWESL S EU /7 AVIEL 10 4. alll VW&l s T1I0le P, 10U Gl0sdl'y, P. O4.- Rduyos
Essays, Bombay Ed., p. 239- Shgast la-Shayast XMIl. 2 (West's Pahlavi
Texts, Pt.l. p. 382 and West's nate, p.284).- Dadistan+i-Dinik, ch. XXMII . -
XXX (Pahlavi Texs, IlI. 58 sqq.).- Plutarch de Isid. et Osirid. 46.- Justin
Mart. Apolog. I1.)

P. 35 "Manes in combining Mazdeanism with Christianity, had
adopted the Eucharist in the Mazdean form, and confined the use of the
cup to the Priesthood, and this lay communion in one dement
(bread/wafer only) became so well recognised as a test of Manichaeism
that Leo the Great (5th Century) ordered the excommunication of all who
recaved the sacrament after that fashion." Leon. PP. | Serm. XLIl. cap. 5.
(Yet by the 11th and 12Zh centuries Lay communion in the RC Church
was limited to the wafer - and this continued until very recently. Bible-
lovers will seethisrecent change to Bible-obedience as being linked with
the reading of God'sWord in that church.)

It may sean strange, at first sight, that LEA is the only Church Historian
who spells out the detail ed closeness of the parall els between Manichagsm
(and aher Eastern religions) and the way Church ritual and customs
developed duing the period in which the two religions (Manichean and
Christian) competed for the dlegiance of the massof the people. Those who
do mention them, tend to suggest that the Church was the model for the
parallels, not viceversa

Out of loyalty to the Cathadlic system some Churchmen may have had no
desire to SEE any such perallels. But the obvious reason is that the sources
they used were limited to comments AGAINST what was known o the
Manichean religion by Christians sich as Augustine who met it in their own
Christian setting. LEA quotes urces from its Eastern homeland where
its full character was en. That it adapted itself to Christianity is obvious,
but it was largely Gnostic Christian heresy that it incorporated, and THAT
owed itsorigin in part to Eastern religion.

| have studied God's Word for many yeas. What | have foundthere gives
noosuppat for the R.C. doctrine of the "Mass" so | can make no claim to an
unhased attitude. The simplest, most horest thing | can dois to print an
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confessng Thy supreme dominion ower al things.....

Seomond: To thank Theefor courtlessbenefits receved.

Third: To appease Thy Justice provoked by so many sins, and to make
satisfadion for them.

Fourth: To implore grace ad mercy for myself, for (name)**9, for all afflicted
and sorrowing, for al poa sinners, and for the hay souls in Purgatory. (300 days
Indugence)" For information abow Purgatory, see page 43. For information
abou indugences sepage 42.

P. 11. Priest kises relic stone (Explained in nde & the foot of page 11 - Priest
ascends to Altar, Calvary itsdlf, kisses martyr's relics in the dtar store.) & says
"We beseed Thee O Lord by the merits of thy saints whose relics are here, & of
al the saints, to gradoudly pardonall my sins."

P. 37. May this commingling and conseaating d the Body and Blood d our
Lord Jesus Christ avail us, whoreceveit, unto life everlasting. Amen.

P. 42. Grant O Lord that what we have taken into ou mouth we may recave
with a pure mind; as atemporal gift, may it become to us an eternal remedy.

P. 48. Those who say AMEN sincerely to the prayer after Massean 10yeas
Indugence (10 years lessin Purgatory,) and an extra 7 yeas by saying "Have
Mercy on 8" 3times.

P. 67. After recaving the Communion wafer, Christ remains in you for at least
15 minutes.

Footnote **9 That is the priest is to say the name of the person a persons for who this
particular "Mass' is being offered for - on request, and paid for by those requesting this srvice
on kehalf of the deceaed. LEA suggests that the ideaof this $-cdled "Mirade" of Christ being
repededly offered in the "Mass' as a saaifice for sins, could be paid for and the suppcsed
spiritual benefit applied spedficdly to any named person, was perhaps influenced by the fad that
the Manicheans offered a simil ar serviceto their foll owers.)

Alternative (b2)
Sdvation by CORRECT PERFORMANCE OF the RITUAL of
BAPTISM
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AD 34

Acts 8:38 "T hen bath Philip andthe ainuch went down into the water
and Philip bapgised him." Evenif Acts 8:37 is an explanatory addition rather
than original, it indicaes the way the Early Church saw the needed
quaificaionfor baptism at the time the scribe was writing..

AD 100? 1507?

The DIDACHE records OF BAPTISM "..immerse in runnng water in the
Name of the Father, and d the Son and d the Holy Ghost." (Adding that if
runnng water not available use ordinary water. If immersion impossble
sprinkle water on the heal three times) "Both baptiser and baptised shoud
fast before the baptism.. the candidate shoud be told to fast for a day or two
beforehand." (This asumes the personis old enoughto dowhat heistold.)

AD 165

Justin Martyr (Martyred c. 165) wrote "... the washing d baptism was nat
a magicd cleansing bu an adion symbadising the deansing adion d God
within the believer." Quoted in "Christian History" mag Vol XVII, No 1P. 16.

AD 185

INFANT BAPTISM first mentioned. The first mention o Christian
sporsors/God-parents for infants being baptised. This idea originated with
the worshippers of the Egyptian godaess Iss - they had such sponsors. Infant

baptism was not universal until the 6th Century. **10

Foatnote**10 ATK P. 44."The true church is entered by a spiritual experience, an operation
of the Holy Spirit in the individual heat which gives him regenerate life in response to faith in
God's Word. Those who compaosed the massmovement of the 4th century neither desired na
possessd this experience The rite of baptism was substituted for the spiritual experience The
inward was exchanged for the outward. Baptism itself came to be regarded as bestowing spiritual
graceby a kind d magic dthough no such degrading word was ever mentioned in conredion
with a ceemony that now came to be thought of in the light of a"saaed mystery."

HISTORY OF CHRISTIAN CHURCH, Williston Walker. P 96. INFANT BAPTISM -
Earliest mention Irenaeus. AD 185. Not universal until 6th Cent. Tertullian first to mention
Christian sporsors/ God-parents. This was also the pradice of the worshippers of Isis.

AD 245257
Bishop Sephen of Rome ruled that baptism by Heretics was effedual if the
corred form was followed. This sid in effed that it was the ritual saying o
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There can be no requirement of sincerity on the part of the one being
processd in the cae of a baby being baptised, thoughit could be gplied to
its gorsors. The doctrine of Baptismal regeneration contradicts h 113
which says that the will of man - a dedsion to baptise / be baptised can't
cause apersonto beborn again.

Whil e the system set up to handle dl situations was no doulh intended to
teat and symbadlise Bible Truth, and Biblicaly-minded Priests may strugde
to make it do so, the inevitable dfed was, andis, that of RITUAL replaang
REALITY in men's thinking - CHRISTEN people, including infants and
conquered nations= say that theyre BORN AGAIN. In Loanda, Angda,
stands the stone throne where the Bishop sat to Christen all slaves before they
were loaded onto the slave ships. (This was suppased to ensure the slaves
went to heaven instead d hell, so it was argued that enslaving them was

really doing them a kindness))

Footnote **11 HISTORY OF CHRISTIAN CHURCH, Willi ston Walker. P 97 Bishop
Stephen of Rome 245-257 ruled that baptism by Heretics was EFFECTUAL if the corred form
was foll owed. This view was contested by Cyprian of Carthage, etc but prevail ed.

HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY. K S Latourette. P. 198. Tertullian oppeed baptism of
infants until a dild had made personal confesson - OR better until after marriage.

THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF EARLY CHRISTIANITY, Frend, P.372373 mentions that
excavation d ealy churches in Aosta and Geneva showed that baptistries becane smaller as
christening replaced immersion.

Footnote **12 Anglican Prayer Books make arather similar statement. A recent bookissued
in defence of the "Covenant Theology" of the Reformed-Presbyterian church argues that as the
children of USA citizens, remain citi zens unlessthe dildren adively renource that citi zenship,
so christened children of Christians remain Christians unless they adively renource Christian
Belief and Pradice The ideathat, by their adions, Christian parents could ensure the eernal
blessng of their children, appedsto ou deepest natural instincts. It is argued that under the OLD
Covenant by circumcising their children Jewish parents brought them into a Covenant
Relationship with God. In fad only sons and puchased male slaves were drcumcised, and the
right to inherit the land d Israd was involved - there were no AUTOMATIC spiritual blessngs.
This is e in that the Lord said to Nicodemus " You must be BORN AGAIN - Born of the
SPIRIT," andthe Spirit is subjed to noman's control, Jn 3:1-8.

Alternative (b3)
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al being nouisned by the Sprit. 1 Cor 12:15. (1'he members of thisinvisible
body exist in this elationship to Christ their Lord and ead ather, no matter
what visible Church body they belongto.)

Those not indwelt by the Sprit of Christ aren't Christians, Rom 8:9. The
proof of the Holy Sprit'sindwelling is an effort at Godly living as st out in
Rom 8. Such alifestyle & that described in 1 Cor 5:11; 6:9-20; Eph 55; 1 Jn
3:1-12, etc is inconsistent with professon o faith in Christ. Those who
indudged in any of the sins listed were to be banished from the durch
fellowship ou into the world, Satan's territory, where their behaviour
belonged 1 Cor 5:1-5. But if the person expelled WAS a genuine Believer
they would repent, be forgiven and return to Godly living, 1 Jn 1:5-9, and ke
recaved badk into Church fell owship, 2 Cor 2:5-8.

This is of course "unbuwsinesdike" and ursatisfadory for a Church
organisation which wishes to supgy a guaranteed service to its clients, and
claim a monopdy in dang so. Therefore it arranged to CONFIRM all those
who had been processed by infant, or other baptism, and tead that in being
confirmed they had recaved the Holy Spirit.

MMM P. 89. "I believe that through CONFIRMATION we receve the
Holy Spirit to make us grongand perfed as Christians and soldiers of Jesus
Christ."

The Anglican etc Prayer Books make similar statements. (As an
Evangelical Anglican, Rev Charles Kingsley ommnmented onthe dforts of the
Anglo-Cathadlics, Newman, Keble, Pusey d@c as hastening to interpose
between sinners neading Savation, and aGod who was eager to save them,
all the accumulated rituals, routines, etc of the Roman Cathalic church.

Alternative (c.) Sdvation by HUMAN MEDIATORS
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neanessto her Divine Son" (Dependence on Mary's mediation looms large
in MMM, being featured onPages 9, 21, 26, 31, 47, 59, 60, 61, 85, 96, 103
105, 106 107,108 117)

It's right and retural for men to have an awe of God that makes them fed
that in their sn and we&nessthey ae unfit to come into His presence But
Scriptures sich as 1 Tim 2:5-6; Rom 8:2-17; Heb 214-18; 4:12-5:10; 10,19
22; show us that the Lord Jesus Christ meds perfedly our need of a
PRIESTLY MEDIATOR with God. As GOD He is fully aware of our
situation and reels, and the outcome of every possble ad of ours. He is
perfedly in tune with the Father. As GOD He can gve His full attention to
every child of God at the same moment. As MAN He has experienced life &
we know it, and hes been perfedly qualified to aa on God's behalf with us,
and on ou behalf with God, by that experience, Heb 210, 17-18; 4:14-5:10.

To presume that other imagined mediators will be more understanding and
helpful, and to pu them in the God-ordained place occupied by the Lord

Jesusis an insult to Him and/or adenial of His Deity or Humanity.

Footnote **13 HISTORY of THE REFORMATION. J. H. Merle D'Aubigne. P. 1516.
When Pelagianism infiltrated the Church "it affirmed that the merits of the saints and martyrs
might be gplied to the Church. A pealliar power was attributed to their intercesson. Prayers
were made to them; their aid was invoked in al the sorrows of life; and a red iddatry thus
suppanted the adoration d the living and true God."

P. 17."Christ was looked uponas a severe Judge prepared to condemn al who shoud na
have recourse to the intercessons of the Saints, or the indugences of the Pope. These mediators
granted their intercesson orly to such applicants as had deserved well of the orders founded by
them. For this it was necessary to do, n@ what God commanded in His Word, bu to perform a
number of works that brought money into the treasury,” - or to pay the monks to do them for
them.

CREEDS COUNCILS AND CONTROVERSIES Documents ill ustrating the History of the
Church, AD 337-461.J Stevenson. P. 202. Jerome wrote defending the kissng of the relics of
martyrs, and lighting candles before them - Saying that doing so was like the pouring of ointment
on Jesus.
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snepherding and teading leadersnip as BISHOP3JOverseas- Episkopos -
Epi= Over. Skopos= To Look a Watch. In their watchful care and
supervision they ae axswerable to the Lord Jesus as "BISHOP" of ther
souls, 1 Pet 2:21-25, 5:1-4. A number of church-members are dso
DEACONS- Diakonos= adive Workers with resporsibiliti es. Their Ministry-
Diakonia includes Ministering the Word of God, and Foodrelief to the poar,
as in Acts 6:2, 4 where Diakonia is used of both. (Bishops are dso cdled
ELDERS- Presbuteros as maturity is essential for their work. Further
information can be foundin Acts 14:23; 15:1-23; 1 Tim 3:1-11; 5:17-20;
Titus 1:5-9.)
AD 85-95
3 John- Diotrephes had asserted control over alocd church.
AD 107
IGNATIUS, Bishop d Antioch, on hs way to Rome and Martyrdom
wrote to the Church at Ephesus "We must regard a Bishop as the Lord
Himself." **14 His lution to heretica Doctrines and foadlish pradices was
that no-one was to pread o try to serve God withou the Bishop’s approval.
(By that time, instead of having several "Bishops' in small, recently-
established churches as in Acts 14:23, there was only one Bishop for the
thousands of Christiansin Antioch. Plus one for ead splinter group church.)
AD 140
At this date, unlike the Eastern Churches, the Church a& Rome was dill
ruled by Elders colledively. **15 This disproves the Papal myth that an
unkbroken series of ruling Bishops/Popes existed a Rome. But by AD 200
churches everywhere seamed to be under one Bishop. SoonBISHOPS were
living and ading LIKE PRINCES, and hkeing referred to as "Princes of the

Church."

Foatnote **14 EARLY CHRISTIAN WRITINGS. The Apostolic Fathers - Penguin Classcs.
P. 77.Ep.to Ephesians, etc.

Footnote **15 A HISTORY OF THE EARLY CHURCH, Vol Il. Hans Lietzman. P. 60.AD
140we find a Coll ege of Presbytersin Rome & the head o the Church, and undr them Bishops
and Deaons as officers caring for the poar, widows, and aphans. By AD 200 it had a single
Bishopasitshead.
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ulitvlylvauvic dglio d ltl DaJlialll cao Uil iy 1dudly, bdooylicliily, IHidluct, cauitcl y, 1vlinvaluvll, 1d oc
witness andfraud. "Against Marcion 4,9!" It was generall y taught that relapsing ONCE into such
asin might be forgiven if duly repented. Kalli stos dedared that a Bishop could grant forgiveness
for sins of the flesh after due repentance

THE CHRISTIAN LIFE AND PRACTICE IN THE EARLY CHURCH. E. de Presense P.
124-127.Cdlli sthus / Kalli stos had been the steward of a Banker named Carpophaus, and when
caught embezzling funds avoided being tried for the aime and sent to the mines by going to a
synagogue and making a hasty and loud pofesson d Christianity. He was arrested and sent to
Sardinia dong with ather Christians. He returned to Rome under an amnesty granted by Emperor
Commodus to please his Mistress Marcia. Bishop Victor would na alow him to asociate with
the Church at Rome and sent him out of town. Hyppdytus " Phil osophoumena.”

P. 127. AD 197 Viktor died, Zephyrinus becane Bishop, and Callisthus returned and
suppated hm against Montanists and aher conservatives who oheded to lax treament of
wedthy and influential ladies and ahers who provided monetary suppat for the Church and
some paliticd protedion, bu ignored the mora requirements of Christianity. He enlisted the
suppat of Sabellius and aher gnostic-type liberals to expel the mnservative aitics, and
encouraged Zephyrinusto dedare that the Bishop hed the right to forgive dl andany sins.

P. 130. Up till this time Penitents had confessed their sins before the entire cngregation,
which witnessed their sorrow, and sanctioned their restoration. Now they confessed to an
individual, who by right of his ecdesiasticd office damed to be &leto hea the cmnfesson, and
pronourcethe asolution.

Tertullian dedared that to forgive sins is the right of the Lord and Master, God; not of the
servant, the priest. De Pudicitia 21.

After Tertulli an left Rome Zephyrinus, Bishop d Rome deaed that the Bishop ted the right
as apriest to pardonsins cdled mortal such as adultery and sexual immorality. Tertulli an wrote
asking if the deaeewas to be placal over the doa of brothels, uncer their vile alvertising, as it
better suited such aplacethan it did a church doa. De Pudicitia 21

P. 136.Kalli stos again dedared that the Bishop,and he done, had the right to forgive dl and
any sin. He dosed his eyes to the obvious immorality of the distinguished ladies who suppated
him. Philosoumena 1X. 12. P. 461. (The suppat of wealthy, pditically influential ladies of
irregular morality was important to the durch.)

He waived the rules that had been imposed oncandidates for Ecdesiasticd office Secmnd, o
even third marriages no longer formed any bar to conseaation to such pasitions.
Philosophoumena I X. 12.P. 459.

P. 137.Kallistos deaedal that a Bishop was appanted for life and could never be deposed
even if he committed mortal sin. (This made OBTAINING the position all important, and
carrying out moral and spiritual leadership, less ®.)

EARLY HISTORY OF THE CHURCH, Abbe Duchesne. P. 214215. Confirms the
circumstances of Kalli stoslife, with extra detail s sippating the general picture.
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Commodus persuaded Nim to grant the annesty uncer wnich Kalll stos was
freed from Exile. It was hardly pdlite not to cadl her a "Christian!" Such
influential women had considerable power, and could be dangerous, Acts
13:50.)

SoKallistosdecredal:-

1. That the Church was not a community of the saved, so much as an
AGENCY OF SALVATION, likethe Ark, which had urclean animalsinit as
well as clean ores.

2. That a Bishop hadthe power to grant absolution for all sinswhen he
considered that adequate repentance / penance had been made. (For the
system of "Doing Renance' for sins that developed from this e**27 P. 42))

3. That having married more than orce, etc shoud nolonger bar anyone
from being appadnted to an ecdesiasticd office Thisdefied 1 Tim 3:2.

4. That a Bishop was appointed for life, even if after his appointment
he committed " mortal sin." ie aserious s$n such as Murder, Adultery, etc
which were/ are wnsidered to cut the sinner off from God's grace When
MORAL fitness Dr leadership can be ignhaed the doa is open to
unscrupuous people, motivated by personal ambition. Once the Church
Hierarchy established themselves as being independent of seaular Laws, and
seaular authority, there was no effedive restraint if and when the leadership
becane wrrupt. **16

Foatnote **16 HISTORY OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH. Willi ston Walker. P. 113.
Constantine's palicy set up with the Courcil at Arles, A.D. 314,was that the church must med in
Courril to settleits disputes - but under Imperial control and leadership.

CREEDS COUNCILS AND CONTROVERSIES. J. Stevenson. P. 142144, Bishop / Pope
Damasus wrote to the Emperor asking that charges against Bishops etc. be head by a court of 15
neighbouing Bishops, any appeds being made to the Bishop d Rome, who was answerable to
the Emperor, and could apped to him. The Emperor replied generaly favourably. The asolute
right of the "Church" to hea any charges against clergy, etc. and to determine aly punshment,
became firmly established |ater.

AD 260270
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andinstalled as Bisnop. **17.

Ambrose made apositive contributionin many ways, but the manner of his
appantment showed that being a Bishop hed become aposition d power in
the world, and this position attraded ambitious, less worthy men. This is
obwvious in the adions of rival church fadions and their "Bishops." In Rome
on 2610.366 suppaters of Bishop Ursinius (hose oppcsed to compromise
with Arians and their denial of the Deity of Christ) were worshipping in the
church of S. Maria Maggiore when they were datadked by suppaters of
Bishop Pope Damasus (Who favoured compromise with the Arians.) The

attadkers kill ed 160men and women. **18

Footnote**17 A HISTORY OF THE EARLY CHURCH, Vol IV, H. Lietzman, P. 57.

Suppating aternative acourts being:

SAINTS AND SINNERS OF THE FOURTH CENTURY. M. Strachey. P. 161.Ambrose was
nominated Bishop by a dild and eleded by the enthusiastic acdam of the aowd. He was
ignorant of religious matters, wasn't even under Christian instruction preparing for baptism. Fled
to hishouse, and to pu them off, ordered prisonersto be tortured, openly invited some notorious
prostitutes to his house, and when the aowd still i nsisted that he be bishop, fled at night in his
coach. But the madhman got lost, and ended upat the dty gates and the aowds cgptured him. He
gave in when the Emperor approved, and was ordained as Bishop.

SKETCHES OF CHURCH HISTORY J.C.Robertson. P. 83. Ambrose, Governor of Liguria, a
caedhumen (under Christianinstruction, bu not yet baptised as a Christian) whil e trying to stop
suppaters of rival Bishop naninees from violent fighting, was nominated as Bishop ly a dild,
and eleded by popuar acdaim - later baptised and adained.

Footnote**18 A HISTORY OF THE EARLY CHURCH, Vol IV. H. Lietzman, P. 50-52.

SAINTS AND SINNERS OF THE FOURTH CENTURY. M. Strachey. P. 156.Confirms that
Liberius had signed the hereticd Deaeeof Rimini, bu returned to athodoky when it was sfe to
do so. His suppaters eleded Damasus as Bishop. The suppaters of his more orthodox rival
Felix eleded Ursinius. Confirms aso that the suppaters of Damasus murdered 134 (?) of the
suppaters of Ursinius. Strachey also qudes a Heahen named Ammianus who wrote that such
adions were worthwhile becaise if one succealed in being Bishop d Rome aman could live
"Freefrom care, enriched by the offerings of matrons, he could ride droad in their cariages,
wea sumptuous clothing, and serve banquets 2 lavish that they outdo the luxury of Kings." He
suggested that the Bishops of Rome would be better if they were like some of the provincia
Bishops who were moderate in their food, dink, and clothing and devoted themselves to piety.

The peopl€e's nickname for Damasus was "The Ladies Ear-tickler," as he said what pleased the
influential women. Cp 2Tim 4:3-4.

THE BIGGER THE CITY, THE MORE POWERFUL THE BISHOP
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teaqing, that It was later suppated by Forgead doccuments. ATK P. 60-61L
**19 (Tha he is not mentioned in the Epistle to Romans dhows that Peter
had no @&ciation with Rome up till then, nor does any early Christian
writer suppat the idea. As there were many Jews in the East who spoke the
same language (Aramaic) as Peter, the East was the logical misson field for

him,and ke wrote an Epistle from one of its cities, Babylon, 1 Pet 5:13.

Footnote **19 A HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY. K. S. Latourette. P. 186.Leo 1st "Insisted
that by Christ's deaeePeter was the Rock, the foundition d the Kingdom of Heaven, set to bind
and loose, whose judgements retained their validity in heaven, and that through the Pope & his
succesr, Peter continued to perform the assgnment which had been entrusted to him."

P. 341-342."two aher literary credions of this era, though largely forgeries, were made to
strengthen the authority of the Papacgy. "The Donaion d Constantine,’ written probably in the
midd e of the 8th Century, puported to have been written in the 4th Century... it clamed that as
a result of the Emperor Constantine being miraaulously heded o leprosy through “Pope
Sylvester 1st he made over to the "Pope” and Hs auccessors his palacein Rome, al the dty of
Rome, and al the provinces and cities of Italy, or of the Western Regions." The semndwas the
(written in the) mid 9th Century "Deaetals of Isodare.’ These included some genuine material,
but claimed to recrd all the dedsions of Courcils and Popes from Clement of Rome in the 1st
Century, to the 8th century. These Deaetals deaees included the "Donaion o Constartine,' and
the whole olledionwas designed to strengthen the Pope's claim to supreme aithority.

HISTORY of THE REFORMATION. JH. Merle D'Aubigne. P.8. Rome was the largest,
richest, and most powerful city in the world. Those used to looking to Rome for leadership in
seallar matters, were inclined to do so in religious matters - Western Bishops would soorer
apped to its Bishopthan to locd seaular authorities. In the East the quarrelli ng fadions naturally
sought his suppat for their cause, and flattered him to oltain it.

P. 10.The wurril of Niceain its 6th canon mentions three dties - Alexandria, Rome, Antioch
- whose Bishops exercised along-held authority over the churches of surroundng provinces. The
padliticd origin o thisis e in their Bishops being cdled "Exarchs,” as the Civil Governors
were.

P. 11.Fase deaetds - In them the ancient Bishops are made to spe&k the barbaric Latin o the
9th century, and qude from Jerome's translation who lived a century or two after the writers.
There is a letter suppcsed to be from Pope Victor in A.D. 192 addressed to Theophilus
Archbishop d Alexandriawholived in A.D. 383

A HISTORY OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH. Willi ston Walker. P. 135.Leo oltained an
edict from Valentian lll ordering al to okey the Roman Bishop as having "The Primagy of St.
Peter." See aso THE RISE OF THE PAPACY, W. E. Bed, P. 170171.

AD 538
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D 607/

"Three yeas after his (Pope Gregory's) deah the Emperor Phacas, who
was on goodterms with the popes because of the suppat they had gven to
his accesson - which had been attained by the murder of his predecesor -
Issued a set of deaees dedaring Gregory's successors to be " the universal
heads of Christendom, without obedience to whom no man could be
saved." ATK P. 62 **20.

Footnote **20 THE RISE OF CHRISTIANITY W. C. Frend. Confirms the dose aciation
between the Popes, and the "Infamous’ Emperor Phoces.

P. 884. Abou A.D. 603 Pope Gregory ordered the statue of Phocas for the dapel of the
Imperial Palace on the Paatine. While the Popes found this deaee very useful, al historians
seam to regard Phocas as ladking spiritual, moral or statesmanlike qualiti es, so that his deaee
was clealy pdliti caly motivated.

Archaeology provides Confirmation of the cdhange in Church organisation and wor ship
asis sown in this extrad from THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF EARLY CHRISTIANITY, William
H C Frend, Published by Geoffrey Chapman 1996

P. 250re the development of the Basilica Church bulding, which fitted the danged role of
the dergy in leading worship

In the time of Tertullian ¢ 200 The dcurch "was an asociation a society (corpus) with a
common religious feding, unty of discipline, and bond & hope" meding "to real the books of
God," Apd 39,1 While the mngregation was led by the presbyters and the Eucharist cdebrated,
anyone aould be cdled uponto prophesy at a service which concluded with an med (Agape) A
house church with atable or raised platform for the gifts of the people & at Dura Europas, and an
adjacent baptistry, would serve the neeals of the cmmmunity.

From the time of Cyprian (248-258) a radica change took dace The position d the dergy
was enhanced, that of the laity diminished. The raised semi-circular apse gproadced by steps
would nov acommodate the presiding presbyter (or bishop) The eucharistic liturgy was
performed with the assstance of dea®ns within the sanctuary. This was closed dff from the body
of the dhurch (the quadratum popui) which was the domain of the laity - sometimes men and
women were separated by a broad central nave.

8th Century onwards.
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LaAalviuli .

This ruling was changed only recently when the Vatican Council under
Pope John deaed that Christians not in obedience to the Pope were
" Separated brothers in Christ,” rather than heretics doamed automatically
to hell.

HOLINESSACHIEVED BY CELIBACY
AD 55

1 Cor 7:1-7. In Jewish society to be unmarried was omething to be
ashamed of. When the Disciples bluntly said that if you hed to stick to the
first woman you married, marriage sounced too kg arisk, the Lord in reply
said that Marriage wasn't for everyone, and some people might deprive
themselves of Marriage in order to serve God's Kingdam, Mat 19:10-12. Paul
said that he was one of these, that it was the best life he knew, and he'd be
pleased to see &eryone the same.

BUT he dso dedared that Marriage or Singleness were God's gift to
individuals, given at His discretion, and either wasto be lived to His Glory. If
God cave aBedliever the gift of being able to live in chaste singleness -Fine,
and they had orly the Lord to please in the dhoices they made, 7:32-35. But,
Marriage was His provision for chaste living, for most Believers. Thase who
were Married had to consider pleasing their partners, as well as pleasing the
Lord, and ke generadly available sexually to their partner, except when by
mutual agreament they astained for a time in order to concentrate on
praying. In acordance with this, apart from Paul, it was customary for
Apostles / itinerant servants of God to take their wives with them, as was
their right, 1 Cor 9:5.

AD 65.
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Ine woras GOoa the Roly sarit direaed the Apostie Faul 10 Use (£ Feter
1:21) in 1 Tim 4:1-5 are etremely harsh. But anyone who has waded
through the sad and sickening chronicle of the results of the RC Church's
persistent attempts to enforce Celibacy on its priests will redise that the
language used is fully justified. In spite of the highideds, and valiant efforts
of many, the misguided attempt to honou God in an unretural way that
disobeyeal this plain warning resulted all too dten in priests becoming a
corrupting influence in the community, or even lapsing into shameless
profligacy. The indignant protests of reforming Pojes, Bishops, Kings, etc
bea witnessto the tragic state of affairs, as clealy as do the words of those
who mocked and sneeed. SeePope Innccent's datement, page 6.

AD 325

The Council of Nicea, forbade any Bishop, priest, or dea®n to have in
their househald any female companion who was not above suspicion. This
did na refer to legal wives - sich an interpretation was not suggested urtil
the 6th century in the Cathdic Church. LEA Vol 1. P. 46-51, shows this
convincingly by quaing Raphnuius, Athanasius, and Gregory of Nazanzum.
In the Orthodox Church married Priests and Dea®ns have dways been the
general rule. **21

AD 332

The regional Courcil of Gangra dedared Anathema on thase who refused
saaaments from a Priest because he was married. LEA Vol 1. P. 5859, **22.
But presaure in favour of enforced cdibacyfor priests was building up

Foatnote **21 The Archaeology of Early Christianity William H C Frend, Published by
Geoffrey Chapman 1996P 252 St Patrick's confesson ¢ 440, says that his father and grandfather
had also been clergy.

Footnote **22 CREEDS COUNCILS AND CONTROVERSIES Documents ill ustrating the
History of the Church, AD 337-461.J Stevenson P. 2. Confirms the nature of the Courcil of
Gangra canors.

JEROME'S Vulgate tranglation was useful. But, as an admirer of Eastern
Religions (He daimed that Buddha was, like Christ, Virgin ban LEA Vol 1.
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gullt apbou sex, which no adouib coloured the dtitudes of both o these men.
**23

AD 385,
Pope Siricius deaedal that only cdibates could administer saaaments.
Married clergy must separate from their wives. LEA Vol 1. P. 62. CAESAR
and CHRIST. W. Durant. P. 605

REASONS FOR ENFORCED CELIBACY FOR PRIESTS:

1. THEORETICAL- To set Clergy gpart from laity with VISIBLE Holiness
comparable to the Eastern religious ideas displayed by Manicheans, who
wererivalsto the Church. LEA Vol 1. P. 33, etc.

PRACTICAL- When Bishops became "Princes of the Church" resporsible
for large funds, they naturally lived like other princes. Establishing sons in
life, and daughters weddings/ dowries were done generously - out of Church
Funds. LEA Vol 1. P. 61

Footnote **23 LEA, Vol 1. P. 69.When Jovinian argued against enforced cdibagy, quding
1 Tim 4:1-5, etc "The outraged church cdled uponits most unscrupuous polemic, St. Jerome,
who induged in the austomary abuse which represented the schismatics as induging in the
grossest promiscuous li centiousness”

A HISTORY OF THE EARLY CHURCH, Vol IV. H. Lietzman. P. 182.The "Refutation d
Jovinian.. isnat ajudicious pieceof writing, but full of perverse distortions and exaggerations
SO ourageous that his keenest suppaters in the projed felt ashamed.” They recdled the wopies
and insisted he rewrite it so as to "avoid giving the gpeaance that praise axd appreaation o
virginity was necessarily conjoined with alow regard for, and even condemnation o, the married
state: for that would bader on the Manichean way of thinking."

His attempt to rewrite didn't succeal in dang this "he muld oy evaluate marriage in the
light of the brothels he had known in his youth, and d the saladous images drawn from them,
which orly too dten flickered in and ou among the dements that constituted hisreligiouslife.”

CAESAR and CHRIST. W. Durant. P. 606.Augustine had been a Manichean for 10yrs.

The AGE OF FAITH. W. Durant. P. 65. Augustines own writings reard the sexua
promiscuity of his youth, his more settled life with his mistressand their child, and his gruggles
with his sxual desires, andfina renurciation o them.

AD 398
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chastity orf Priests. LEA and ahers san able to justity their clam that
generaly their sexual misconduct was ignared, or pardored, as long as they
didnt LEGALLY marry.
AD 940
That for many yeas the cdibacyrules had been largely ignared is en by
Otto the Gred's edict prohibiting the sons of dea®ns, priests, and kdshops
from occupying the pasitions of notary, judge, or court. LEA Vol 1, P. 170,
AD 1074
Pope Gregory VII held a synod which adopted a canon pohibiting the
marriage of priests, ordering that no ore in future shoud be almitted to
orders withou a vow of cdibacy, and renewed the legislation d Nichadlas II,
which commanded the people not to attend the ministrations of those whose
lives were aviolation d this ule. LEA Vol I. P. 269. The rest of the dhapter
describes the dvil and religious chaos that resulted as Bishops, priests, etc.
guilty (or suspeded) of breaing their vows had their property pill aged, etc.
Asaresult OPEN marriage, etc. becane once more generally banned. **24

(A related subjed is abstinence from food dietary hainess Until 50 yrs
ago fish was the only meat Roman Cathadlics in NZ ate on Fridays.
Vegetarianism, and alstinence from Tea, Coffee ¢c among PA's is now the
main example of "Dietary Holiness" locally.)

Foatnote **24 LEA Vol 1. P. 236. When married, a concubinary, clergy proclaimed the
correanessof their position, and defended it by argument, they becane worse offenders. "For the
principles of the Church led irrevocably to the conclusion, that he who was guilty of immorality,
knowing it to be wrong, was far less crimina than he who married, believing it to be right."
(Their believing it right, made them guilty of "Heresy.") Cardina Humbert of SilviaCandida
referring to simony wrote "an immoral priest may be suspended, o tolerated in hope of
amendment, bu if he trenches on heresy, there can be neither hope nor mercy for him." adv.
Smoniac. Lib Ill. c. 43. Peter Damiani applied this theory to the defenders of marriage with all
hisvigour. Opusc. XMl Dissiii.c. 9.
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Word, but gives no rew revelations that add to it or alter it. same inaviduals
/ Churches claimingto be CHARISMATIC have dhalenged this.
2nd Cent

MONTANUS in Bythinia, suppated by 2 Prophetesses, proclaimed the
"Age of the Holy Sprit," a "New Pentecost,” mirades etc to revive the
church. He prophesied that New Jerusalem would in his lifetime descend
physicdly on a locd Mourtain. Montanists claimed their words were GOD
SFEAKING. This caused a grea stir, and some reviving d the dwurch.
Tertullian and ahers were influenced, but al the DISTINCTIVE claims of
the Montanists proved to be normsense. HISTORY OF THE CHRISTIAN
CHURCH, W. Walker P. 58-59.

The book d Revelation which they daimed to be interpreting, the Bible,
and the Church in general were discredited.

The ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH makes two claims:- 1. to be
CHARISMATIC, (ie. The Mirades worked uncer its auspices are said to
prove that its adions are in line with the will of God.) with the right to ADD
NEW DOCTRINES TO SCRIPTURE, and hes dore so ower the yeas. The
effed of thisis obvious in the danges noted above, and the MMM quaes.
But, it affeds a much wider field of Church Organisation, and general
doctrine. Eg. | well remember the fuss ®me 50 yeas badk when it was
deaed that from then onAll Catholics MUST believe that the Virgin Mary
was taken bodly to Heaven.

(See Booklet 1 Corinthians 12-14. Scripture states in 1 Cor 13, that
PROPHECY ceased - while Faith in COMPLETED SCRIPTURE, hope, and
love generated by it, remain until CHRIST RETURNS. At that time Faith is
replaced by sight, and Hope by the exerience of the reality hoped for, but
LOVE remains. One of the Reformers, when challenged to prove his
doctrines by miracles, stated the Protestant paosition, " We forge no new
doctrines, but preach those proclaimed by the writers of the New
Testament, which were accaredited for all time by the miracles that they
wrought.")
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While It's true that the books which torm the NT are superior In faduality
and edifying content to those rgeded as Apocryphal, the "Canon/ RULE"
which deaded that they would be included was smply that they were known
to have been written by an APOSTLE, or that the author was known by the
Apostles, and the work approved by them as being God's Word.

Most NT books were widely known and accepted promptly. Naturaly
those written nea the end d the life of the Apostles, Eg 2 Timothy, and 2
Peter, when perseaution restricted their preading,, were lesswidely known,
and took longer to be universaly accepted. As these were written at the
conclusion d the personal testimony of the Apostles and Rophets, and the
transition to dependence on their written ministry, it is natural that they
contain spedfic statements as to the nature of the Written Word of God - 2
Tim3:1517; 2 Pet 1:19-21; 3:15-16.

When Martin Luther came to an understanding d ONE Scripture "T he
Just shall live by Faith" his life was transformed and a gred revival was
promoted. Thisistypicd of the way God constantly revives, and redireds the
work of His people, as they read and respondto HIS WORD.

A bodlet in this sries "God's Word in English," gives a great deal of
information regarding the transmisson andtranslation d God's Word.

We owe a tremendous debt to those monks who copied ou the text of
Sripture. As nore of the originals remain, the manuscripts which theywrote
are the basis for all modern trandations of the Scriptures. But we must nat
imagine that Bible Study and Bible wpying dayed alarge part in the life of

ALL monks. **25.

Foatnote **25 A HISTORY OF THE EARLY CHURCH, Vol IV, Hans Lietzman. P. 153.
The monastic "Sayings of the Fathers' rarely include anything from the Bible except that which
nedly fits asceticism.

P. 154. Amun, Founder of Nitria monastery (Egypt) said abou devotional realing, "It is
preferable to use the sayings of the Fathers and nd passages from the Bible; it is very dangerous
to qudethe Bible." Prayer was mostly medhanicd repetition maintained by will power.
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personal control as HEAD, 1 Cor 12:13; Col 1:18. It has never been visible
on eath, but becomes © when Rev 21is fulfill ed.

Mat 16:1821. Christ Crucified is THE BASIS ON WHICH THIS
CHURCH ISBUILT. Peter's adions on the Day of Penteaost make this clea.
He didnt offer himself as a founcition, but used his keys to open the doar
into the Church by proclaiming Christ as Saviour and Lord. He dedared that
the sins of the heaers were loosed from them / forgiven if they confessed
Christ in Baptism, or remained boundto them if they refused Christ. (Their
nation hed crucified their Mesdah / Christ. By being publicly baptised in
water, thase who nowv believed in Him / recaved Him proclaimed that they
disowned this rgjedion, and nawv took their stand with Him.) The message of
the Apostles and Fophets recorded in Sripture is FOUNDATIONAL, Eph
2:20, inthat it brings Christ to mankind for accetance Rom 10:17.

Mat 16:22-23. SATAN OPPOSED CHRIST'SDYING ON THE CROSS
and he was able to use God's gpokesman Peter as his own spokesman as well .

Down throughHistory Satan has continued to use even the best of men to
distort the message preadied by the visible Church. Biblica Salvation is
based onthe Cross offered to men in Grace to be recaved by Faith alone. It
results in alife lived in fellowship with Christ Crucified, Buried and Risen,
and so, as a resporse to God's love, produces worship, good works, and
Gospel witnessto the world, Eph 21-10.

Satan's distortion moved the Church's teading towards a Salvation which
men could EARN by working hard enoughat religious or pradicd duties,
with Grace being regarded as smething which the Church Lealers could
dispense or withhdd at will, and so in Gods Name RULE OVER
CHRISTENDOM (The nations that professed Christianity as their religion)
throughthe visible professng Church.

Mat 16:24. As well as being the founcetion d the Church - the means by
which sinners are saved and made members of it - THE CROSSMUST BE
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HIS Invisible Church AcCts 2:4/, 1e. dll the Belevers / Christians / Gods
children, in any locdity, shoud med in ore wngegation, as at Jerusalem in
Acts 2. And the unconverted people be draid to add themselves to the visible
church congegation, Acts 5:13. While this may seldom be possble, the
leadership God raises up shoud work towards achieving God's purpose in the
measure that they can, Eph 219-22; 4:7-16; 1 Pet 5:1-4.

AD 313THE HINGE POINT OF CHURCH HISTORY
The Emperor Constantine's Edict of Milan removed all | egal restrictions on
Christians, and they wuld worship as they pleased - in fad people were
encouraged to profess Christianity. Constantine was tolerant, unconverted,
baptised on hs deah-bed. Heahenism in the Roman Empire was dying
anyway, as Communism isin East Europe. SeeFoanate **3 , page 10.
AD 362
Julian the Apaostate tried to return the religious stuation d the Roman
Empire to its ealier gate by reviving Raganism and Judaism, but fail ed.
Christianity becane the ailtured religion. "Pagan” came to mean "vill ager."
AD 394
Christianity was dedared the sole State religion. It seemed that HEATHEN
IMPERIAL ROME was DEFEATED, and that the Gospel of Christ had
triumphed. But the redity was different - asthe Lord had warned.

Mat 13:1-23. The progress of the true Church is a matter of SEED-
SOWING and GROWTH.. The Gospel is GOOD SEED. People who hea are
DIFFERENT SOILS.

Mat 13:24-30; 36-43. The Gospel is GOOD SEED sown in thefield of the
world, but other sead is wn.

MEN SLEPT. The human frailty of God's Servants -Be on guard!

THE ENEMY / SATAN. Sows a o a "Look-aike WEED," with
poisonows sdls.

PULL OUT? No, becaise it's impossble FOR US to tell aways which are
true Christians. Both to be dlowed to grow till harvest. (Obvious weeds
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Incorporation a masses of unconverted mempers, and the acquisition a
paliti cal power / wealth, as being the same as growth of God's Kingdam.

Mat 13:31-32. MUSTARD SEED is snall - but this one was not content
to be a mustard plant. It grew excessvely into an impressve tree The
outward visible successof the Church encouraged Birds to nest in branches -
and foul them up? Or as in Dan 412 simply that it provided the social
framework in which all sorts of life founda home?

Mat 13:33. Invisibly the church changed its charader as it expanded, as
leavened dough des. LEAVEN / Yeast IMPROVES Brea, from our point
of view, makes bread much more pleasant to ed, but does by a processof
fermentation / corruption, and yeast-raised bread gaes mouldy. Unleavened
bread - Eg "Shp's Biscuit," may last for yeas.

Does LEAVEN represent evil? In the OT it was never offered to God in a
burnt offering, Ex 23,18, Lev 2:11, etc. But it was brought as an dfering,
and eden by the priests, Lev 7:12-14, etc. Redemption from Egypt required
the redeamed to ed only unleavened bread, (Ex 12and 13 and for awee at
every subsequent Passover cdebration orly unleavened bread was eaen.

Christ warned against the LEAVEN of religious doctrines, Mt 16.6, 12;
Gal 5:7-9. We must purge out the LEAV EN of sinful behaviour, 1 Cor 5:6-8.
In God's Word LEAV EN never pictures God, or Goodat work elsewhere. All
we say and dois to be transparently open, Rom 12:17; 2 Cor 4:2-4. The
invisible work of the Holy Sprit isn't learen, but like wind in coming to us,
andthe breah df lifein us.

WHAT LEAVEN was introduced to make life easier for Christians -
make it easier to bring the whole population under the ontrol of the
Church organisation? Christians fed the need for "BRIDGES," to establish
contad with the Godess read ou, and kring them into the Church. BUT
Bridges work bath ways. While they were dfedive in bringing the whole
unregenerate popudation into the visible durch, the leaven of human
religiousideas invalved, permeded and corrupted that church as a resullt.

THREE BRIDGES between the CHURCH and the WORLD:
BRIDGE (a.) - Self-RighteousHOLINESS
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Iaeas that the boady, physicd desires and geasures were evil. He taught that
the Eled / those enjoying higher life and mysteries must be cdibate, never
ed med, and must get someone dse to "kill" even the vegetables they de;
must fast, withdraw from life. And that any sinful indugence by the rest of
the ordinary foll owers didn't matter much.

He remodelled the Lord's Supper to become a"saaifice' after the pattern
of the Mazdean "lzeshne Saaifice" in which orly the priests, as "Eled /
Holy," by his definition, were dlowed the aup. Seeparagraph 3 page 20.

The Church fought Manichagsm= Mani's teading, and won against it
OUTWARDLY, by adopting its Eastern religious ideas within its own
framework, including Celibate robed monks with shaved heads, rosary
prayeas, hermits, wayside shrines, pil grimages to Holy Places, etc.

When the Roman Catholic missonaries readed India, they were shocked
to find the religious pradices there were much the same & their own. They

deaded that they were the Devil's mirror image of the true! **26

Footnote **26 LEA Vol 1.P. 23.Many of the observances of Latin Christianity would seem
to be eplicéble by derivation from Buddhism, such as monasticism, the tonsure, the use of
beads, confesson, penance, and absolution, the sign o the aoss relic-worship, and mirades
wrought by relics, the purchase of salvation by gifts to the church, plgrimages to saaed paces,
etc ec. Even the Nimbus which in saaed art surrounds the head of hoy personages, is to be
foundin the sculptures of the Buddhst Topes, and the Sangred or Holy Cup d the Last Supper,
which was the objed of lifelong quest by the Christian knight, is like the Patara or begging dish
of Buddhe, which was the subjed of many curious legends." (Bed's Buddhist Triptaka, pp 114
5)

It is no wonder that when the good Jesuit misgonaries of the 16th century found among the
heahen of Asia so much of what they were familiar with at home, they could na deade whether
it was the remains of a pre-existing Cathalicism, or whether Satan, to damn irrevocably the souls
of men, had parodied and travestied the saaed mysteries and ceremonies, and introduced them
into distant regions. (Marini, Missoni di Tumkino, Roma, 1633, pp. 125, 481, 4949.)

A HISTORY OF THE EARLY CHURCH, Val II, H. Lietzman. P. 270.Mani proclamed that
Buddhism was limited to the East, Christianity to the West. His Religion was to extend to the
East and the West by deliberately forming a bridge between the religion d the East, and the
West. But, what Roman Cathadlic Christianity and Eastern religions held in common when they
met in India, was aimost entirely that which had existed in India hundeds of yeas before Christ
was born.
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wedth for the curch **28 as It could gve no assurance of salvation to
sensitive consciences. The ansciences of others were hardened into a false
confidence that the Priest was their paid servant like aDoctor, Lawyer, etc.
When my father asked a neighbou if he ever prayed to God the reply came
"Pray? ME Pray! What do you think | pay that old B... down at the Church
for! If I dont end upin Heaven you wait till 1 get him - | have to pay him
plenty!"

Foatnote **27 HISTORY of THE REFORMATION. J. H. Merle D'Aubigne. P.15-16 "The
system of Penance flowed immediately from Pelagianism. "At first penance had consisted in
cetain pubic expressons of repentance’ before the re-admittance to the Church fellowship of
those whod been excluded for pubic scandal. Then prolonged fasting, pil grimages, whippings
etc were added. Then Priests and Monks offered to dothe penance for them. "For a seven weeks
fast" said Regino, Abba of Prum. "you shall pay 20 penceif you arerich; 10if lesswedthy, and
3if youare poa.”

Pope Clement VII dedared as an article of faith, the suggestion d Richard Hales, 13h century
that one drop d the predous blood d Christ was sufficient to reconcile God to man. "But He
shed it copioudly, in order to form atreasure for His Church that eternity can never exhaust. The
merits of the saints and martyrs further added to this treasure. Its keging and management was
confided to Christ's Vicar on eath. (The Pope.) He gpliesto ead sinner, for the sins committed
after baptism, these merits of Jesus Christ and the Saints, acording to the measure and the
guantity his sns required.” "Somewhat later, to reduce this traffic to a system, they invented
(probably under John XX1I) the ceebrated and scandalous Tariff of Indugences, which has gone
through more than forty editions.” This was designed to list the price of forgiveness for all
possble variations of sins.

Footnote** 28 LEA Vol 1.P. 214215.1n 1046Henry 11l swept aside three Popes - Benedict
IX whod been appanted at the aye of 10, and lived shamelesdy, Silvester Il appanted hriefly
by a fadion in Rome, to replacehim, and Gregory VI to whom Benedict 1X had sold the papal
dignity. He gpanted Clement Il to clean upthe Italian Church where "From the blessng of the
priest, to the nomination for a primacgy, every ecdesiasticd ad was the subjed of bargain and
sale, reduced in many places to aregular scae of prices." He quaes Glaber, Roddph. Hist. Lib.
V.C. 5.
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VWURNRO U UIE DBElleva [Tiust Pass tirougritie 1o NN Fine WIHCH woOuld
show their true nature, and cetermine what could be rewarded in Heaven, 1
Cor 3:10-15. And that God permitted His people to suffer fiery trials IN THIS
LIFE, that purified them, 1 Pet 1:6-7.

Extension of Foaotnote **28 HISTORY of THE REFORMATION. J. H. Merle D'Aubigne.
P.1516 A.D. 1300."BONIFACE VIII puHlished aBull, in which he dedared that every hunded
yeas al who made apilgrimage to Rome shoud recave aplenary indugence" (An indugence
that remits the full temporal punishment incurred by a sinner.) Crowds eager to have their sins
remitted came bringing rich gifts to Rome. The ideawas guch a succesgul source of revenue that
the spedal "JubileePrivilege" was made avail able every 50 yrs, then 33yeas, and finally 25 yrs.
(I know of a Motor-car-racing NZ. citizen who onsuch ayear went to Rome and was said to
have paid appox. $2000for the privilege of not nealing to receave the pre-death "Last Rites" if
he was kill ed instantly.)

Then for the greder convenience of purchasers, and the greaer profit of the sellers, bah the
Jubilee and itsindugences, were transported from Rome to every marketplacein Christendam.”

THE OUTLINE OF CHRISTIANITY, A.S. Pe&ke, K.G. Parsons. Vol Il. P. 133. Confirms
that the yea 1300was the first Jubilee

(Hist. of Civilisation Vol VI) THE REFORMATION. W. Durant. P. 22. The complaint that
finaly sparked the Reformation was Indugences. An Indugence was not suppased to cancd the
guilt of sins - this was suppcsed to occur when the Priest absolved a @ntrite penitent in the
confesgona. An indugence was the remisson d the TEMPORAL (This world, nd Eterna)
penalties incurred by sins whose guilt had been forgiven in the Saaament of Penance But people
commonly understood it as wiping out the sin and its guilt, and the Indugence Hawkers who
eaned a mmmisson onevery sae encouraged that idea This convenient and popuiar view of
Indugences was widely held in spite of it being condemned by BONIFACE IX in 1392
MARTIN V in 142Q and SIXTUS IV in 1478.

Foatnote **29 HISTORY of THE REFORMATION. J. H. Merle D'Aubigne. P. 15. The
Philosophers of Alexandria had taught that men must after deah passthrough a fire that would
purify them. This ideasooninfiltrated the Church. Thomas Aquinas in his "Summa Theologia€é'
spelt out the detail s of its imagined torments.
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"Farewell to the Hesn,” when the "Hesn™ - Sniul human nature - was
allowed a fina fling before knuckling down to the penance of Lent lealing
up to Easter!.

Religious Processons, Pilgrimages, Holy Images, Relics, etc were given a
"Christian" venea. Feast days for "Gods' were replacal by Saint's Days.
(The Pagan Greek/ Roman Gods of Wine, the wife of one, and her father, had
"Saint" added to their names and so becane St. Bacdus, St. AuraPladda, St.
Demetrius, and 3. Dionysius / Denis. And they kept their asociation with
the wine harvest in October.) The Virgin Mary took the placeof the pagan
"Queen of Heaven" Goddesses. Magic Charms or rituals were introduced -
Holy Water, Sign o Cross etc. ATK P. 71-4. **30.

Rev 2:20. Gives God's verdict on this corrupting compromise. It is what
Queen JEZEBEL did in changing Israd's religion to fit into it the popuar
worship of Bad / Asherah.

Foatnote **30 CAESAR AND CHRIST, Will Durant. P. 618619. Lists the religious
customs and forms common in pre-Christian Rome that the Church took ower:- "The stole, and
other vestments of pagan priests, the use of incense and hdy water in puifications, the burning
of candes and an everlasting light abowve the dtar, the worship o saints, the achitedure of the
basili ca, the law of Rome @ the basis for Canon Law, and the title of Pontifex Maximus for the
Supreme Portiff."

THE AGE OF FAITH. W. Durant. P. 745748. In general the dhurch dd na so much
encourage superstitions as inherit them from the pre-Christian traditions of the Mediterranean
world. The cdendar of Saints replacel the Roman "Fasti,” the Divinities dea to the people were
allowed to revive under the names of Christian Saints. "The finest triumph d this tolerant spirit
of adaptation was the sublimation d the pagan Mother-goddess cults into the worship of Mary.
Here too the people took the initiative, rather than the diurch herself encouraged Mariolatry."
Durant writes enthusiasticaly of the beneficial influence of the worship of Mary as adding beauty
and kindressto the life of the dhurch. He is unconcerned with any usurping of the position d
Christ in relation to the Church.
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advantage. I'he Church becane an eathly Kingdan, able to gve eatnly
rewards.

When the Roman Empire was dhattered by Barbarian invasions in the 5th
Century, the Roman Church, under Pope Leo the Grea and hs successors,
becane the unifying paver in bah the Government and the Church
throughou Western Europe. **31

Pope / Patriarch, helped by Church Courcils, took total control over the
Church. They suppressed any locd Churches which set out to depend dredly
on Christ as Head, with His Word as guide. The "Church" took up a
GOVERNING roleinstead of EVANGELISING. It could minister "Means of
Grace" or withhdd them. If any country wouldnt obey the Pope he placel it
under an Interdict. No sins could be forgiven. Babies dying urchristened
went to hell, etc - so the Church taught.

Late in the 11th Cent Henry IV, Emperor of Germany, had to come on
pilgrimage acossthe Alpsin mid-winter and stand barefoot outside the Papal
Palace2 days waiting permissonto enter and ke forgiven.

King John d England was forced to pay tax to the then Pofe.

All this was made fod-proof, and ENFORCED BY LAW, and so a large
measure of stability was established for both the Church-ruled Sate, and the
State-ruled "Church." Asaresult the Medieval world/ Middle Agesin Europe
has rightly been cdled bah "The Age of Faith," and"The Dark Ages."

Footnote **31 A HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY. K. S. Latourette. P.340. Comment on the
trend towards regarding the Popes as the succesrs of the Caesars. "On the one hand it gave the
Church o the West a structural unity, helped to hdd Europe together, and made for civili sation.
On the other hand it substituted, perhaps fataly, visible organisational unity for the unity of
Love, and mixed the kind o power represented by the Roman Empire, with that of the Crossand
the Resurredion.”
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When IMPERIAL ROME stopped perseauting Christians, RELIGIOUS
ROME took ower that role. This is why the Protestant Reformers, who were
at times guilty of perseauting aher Christians themselves, proclaimed that
Religious Rome was portrayed in Revelation 175 as "Mystery Babylon,
drunk with the blood d the Saints." (The Roman Catholic Church, naturally,
insisted it was only Imperial Rome that was 9 denourced.) **32

True Christians continued to honou God within the State Church, and
outside it. The weight of the organised Church's power and authority was
generally exercised AGAINST any Biblicd Christianity. Its determination to
suppressgenera accessto God's Word was part of this.

Foaotnote**32 THE AGE OF FAITH. W. Durant. P. 774775.When they (The amy obeying
the Pope) captured the town of Beziers, the total popuation o 20,000men women and children
were slaughtered - Cathdic and Albigensians dlike.

P. 784.While he (Durant) rgeded many Protestant acaisations against the INQUISITION he
adds "Compared with the perseaution d heresy in Europe from 1227to 1492 the perseaution o
Christians by Romein thefirst three caturies after Christ was amild and humane procedure.”
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D 726
Leo the Isaurian (apparently influenced by Paulicians in his youth), as
Emperor in Constantinode, was an "lconcclast." He ordered the destruction
of al images/ Ikons, as being aform of iddatry, forbidden in Ex 20:4-5, etc.
ATK P. 76. (This wasn't the only instance of a seaular power trying to force
the Church to oleythe Scripture.)
AD 794
Emperor Charlemagne presided ower the Courcil of Frankfurt. Under his
leadership it regjeded as superstition the religious value of Images, but
permitted them as "ornaments.” ATK P. 76. THE PILGRIM CHURCH, E.H.
Broadbent. P. 49,

(a.) Misgons from within the Visible Church

5th Cent.
St. Patrick's Missonary work in IRELAND.

7th Cent.

Irish Misgonaries, "Saints' Columba, Gall, and Columbanas, caried the
Christian Gospel to the heahen who hed over-run Europe - Columbanas also
rebuked the Pope for the luxury and moral laxity of the Papal court.

The King d Norway becane Christian through hs Irish Queen.

8th Cent.

From ROME Auguwstine went to the heahen Souh o England. In
Germany Benedictine Monasteries offered civili sation to the heahen tribes,
baptised them and harnessed them to the Roman Catholic Church.

Oth Cent

Cyril of Constantinope invented the Cyrilli c dphabet to read Savs with
the Gospel. Envoys of Kiev's King were more impressd by the Greek form
of "Worship Services' than the RC so Russa became "Orthodox' rather than
"Cathadlic." The Russan people remained largely unaware of Biblicd truths.

11th-13th Cent.
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A Crusader Hymn ends "Christian Godfrey we actam Saviour of
Jerusalam.” When he catured Jerusalem he "Cleansed” it by Kkilling all
Jews, Moslems, and some OrthodoxChristians.

12th Cent

Bernard of Clairvaux, who wrote the hymn "Jesus the very though of
Thee" and aherslike him, were true Believers. He and Dominic (founcer of
the Dominican order of monks) tried to combat the Albigensian "Heresy" by
teading Christian Doctrine and uging Hiests etc to live a Christians
shoud. But they were locked into the "System," which refused to reform
itself, and were compelled to perseaute Albigensians, and ader them to be
killed. ATK P. 102 **33

13 cent.

Joachim, a monk, distressed by the corruption o the Church and world,
studied Prophecy and proclaimed that the end d the then World was nea,
and a new age of blessng would be brough in with bands of preaders
spreading over Europe. ATK P. 83-84. The establishment of the Dominican
and Fanciscan orders amed to be aresporse to this. THE AGE OF THE
REFORMATION. 12501550 S. Ozmet. P.103113 A HISTORY OF
CHRISTIANITY. K.S. Latourette. P.435,

Foatnote **33 HISTORY OF CHRISTIAN CHURCH. W. Walker. P. 254 "The Cathari
(Albigensians) and Waldensians had a profound effed on the Medieval Church. Out of the
attempt to med them by preaders of equal devotion, asceticism and zed, and d greaer leaning,
grew the order of the Dominicans.”

A HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY. K.S.Latourette. P. 455. Dominic was determined to
foll ow Paul's example to win people by PREACHING. Dominican order established 1216.

THE PILGRIM CHURCH, E.H. Broadbent. P. 85-89. Gives considerable suppating detall
with regard to the widespread neture, and varied charader, of the Albigensian movement, and the
failure of preading against them - because of the wrrupt lives of many of the Cathadlic dergy.

St. Francis obtained from the Pope e@proval to reauit Missonaries
travelling in the poverty of the Disciples as in Matthew 10. They caried
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AD 1315
Raymund Lull was Martyred in Algeria by the Moslem rulers as a
punshment for winning Moslems to Christ. The Pope had refused to suppat
Missons to Moslems, when Lull had requested his suppat - the Pope
preferred Crusades against them. **34 .

AD 1484
John Lallier, Doctor of the Sarbonre (Paris University) dedared that men
shoud keep the commandments of God and the Apostles, and that the
commandments of the lords of the church were only straw. Priests houd be
allowed to marry. And, that "since the time of Pope Sylvester the Romish
church isnolonger the Church of Christ, but a state durch, a money-getting
church." HISTORY OF THE RBFORMATION, M. D'Aubigne, P. 32

AD 1498
Savonarola, a monk in Horence Italy, was burnt as a Heretic. He had
proclaimed that none wuld be justified by their works, but only by receving
Christ's nghteousness by faith. He had started a Reviva which puified
Florence HISTORY OF THE RBE-ORMATION, DAubigne, P. 32
SAVONAROLA ITALIAN PREACHER AND MARTYR. Commisgoner
W.E. Oliphant.

Foaotnote **34 THE REPROACH OF ISLAM. W.H.T. Gairdner. P. 226239.Quoates Lull "I
see many knights going to the Holy Land keyond the seas thinking that they can aaqquire it by
force of arms: but in the end all are destroyed. It seans to me that the conquest of the Holy Land
ought not to be dtempted except in the way in which Thou and Thine Apostles aayuired it,
namely by love, prayers, and the pouring out of tears and Hood'

MISSONS andATTEMPTSAT REFORMING THE CHURCH
(b.) From outsidethe Visible Church
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In Irag, Iran, samarkand, China, Inda and Ceyion. Competition and
perseaution from Moslems, and general apostasy, had closed the witnessin
many areas by the yea 1300 THE PILGRIM CHURCH. E.H. Broadbent. P.
71-84.
7th Cent
The PAULICIANS, in the Taurus Mourtains, Turkey, were more Biblicd
than the State-ruled OrthodoxChurch. They rgeaed "lkons' and some ritual.
ATK P. 66-67. (Appaently they didn't believe that baptism nade people
Christians.)
AD 842
Many thousands of Paulician Christians were martyred by the "Orthodox
Christian" Byzantine Empire. ATK P. 98.

10th Cent.

The Byzantine Empire began perseauting the BOGOMILS in the Balkans.
These had been converted by Paulicians who had been exiled there by the
State. ATK P. 99. **35

AD 1119

Many in Bosnia and Herzogovina were converted FROM the RC Church
by Bogamil misgonaries. In okedience to Scripture the Altars and Crosses
were removed from churches. The Priesthood d all believerswas recognised.
The @unry prospered as the Bible was preated and oleyed. ATK P. 100
101 reaords the sequence of events in Bosnia. THE PILGRIM CHURCH,
E.H. Broadbent. P. 61-66.

Foatnote **35 THE PILGRIM CHURCH. E.H. Broadbent. P. 60- 61. AD 1143 Two
Cappochdan Bishops were deposed by the Greek Orthodox Church acaised of asociation with
Bogomil doctrines. The Bogomils were acawised o teading that Church Baptism wasn't
efficadous (didnt make aman a Christian) and that nothing dore by an urconverted man,
although he had been baptised, was of any spiritual value.”

12th Cent.
The ALBIGENSIANS in Souh Fance started to read and oley Scripture
following contad with Bosnian Misdonaries, apparently. They becane
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asoclating with Feter Waldo, but while he got nis doctrine dired from the
Scriptures, they ocould apparently trace their Bible-obeying ancestry right
badk to the ealy Church. HISTORY OF THE RE-ORMATION. Merle
D'Aubigne. P. 30. Their Pastors copied ou Scriptures and dstributed them
around Europe, and unoltrusively evangelised while itinerating as traders,
before taking upa pastorate & home.

These Revivals were ALL THE RESULT OF GOD'S WORD being rea,
believed, preaded, and oleyead. Oddities or errors of doctrine were mixed in
with the truth in such movements, as they were airrent in the "Officid
Church," from which the reviving nrew movements had sprung

The resporse of the Cathalic Church was to cut off the source of Bible-
based dternatives to their "Officia Religion" - what they cdled "Heresy."
They banned the Laity from posssson d any Scripture unless gead
permisson had been gven them by their Bishop Asall Church services were
in Latin, few could HEAR the Bible part of them either, and come to Faith,
Rom 10:17. Thisleft the RC church leadership freeto ignare Bible Truth.

In 1965 after a 756years Ban, Roman Cathali cs were permitted, andeven
encouraged to read the Bible, andso have become eyosed to the Gospel. We
shoud al Thark Godfor this, and pray for thase whoread.)

Footnote **36 THE PILGRIM CHURCH. E.H. Broadbent. P. 8992. Confirms the
persistence of Waldensian Christianity, ouside the "Cathdic" church, from ealy church times.
Quotes INNOCENT Il as saying that "among the Waldenses educated laymen undertook the
function d preadhers.” And, that "the Waldenses would listen oy to a man who hed God in
him."

AD 1209
INNOCENT Il ordered the King d Franceto lead a CRUSADE against
the Albigensians, promising forgiveness pr al sins and eternal blessngs on
all who helped - plus freedom to loot. ATK P. 102 The locd Cathdlic
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I'he Pope oraered the King a Hungary to conguer bosnia and make the
Christians there cnform to Rome. Bosniafouglt off his attads.

Footnote **37 THE AGE OF FAITH. W. Durant. P. 774775.When they (The amy obeying
the Pope) captured the town o Beziers, the total popuation o 20,000men women and chil dren
were slaughtered - Cathdic and Albigensians alike.

P. 784.While he (Durant) rejeded many Protestant acaisations against the INQUISITION he
adds "Compared with the perseaution d heresy in Europe from 1227to 1492 the perseaution o
Christians by Rome in the first three caturies after Christ was amild and humane procedure.”

Footnote **38 ATK P. 103104."The Inquisition was establi shed experimentally in 1210to
crush the Albigenses, and was made apermanent institution by a papa deaee nineteen yeas
later. This deaeeis important becaise it contained a dause forbidding the possesson d copies
of the Bible to the laity, and charged the Inqusition with the duty of seang this prohibition
caried ou."

HISTORY OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH, Williston Walker. P. 253. Because the
Albigensians and Waldensians had made much use of the Scriptures the Synod d Touloose
forbad the laity to pcssess Scriptures except those in the Psalter and Breviary, and it espedally
banned trandlations. The deaee gplied locdly, bu similar considerations led to prohibitions in
Spain and elsewhere. There was no UNIVERSAL ban issued in the Middle Ages.

THE PILGRIM CHURCH. E.H. Broadbent. P. 85-89. Inquisition commenced under Dominic,
1210.

THE AGE OF FAITH W. Durant P. 779. POPE GREGORY IV appanted a Board o
Inquisition to be set up in Florence in 1227.Based onthe 1224 |egislation o Frederick Il he
formalised the Inquisition as part of the permanent law of the Church in 1231.(That a series of
adions led to the formalising of the pasition d the Inquisition explains why different writers e
different incidents as its commencement.)

MEDIEVAL CHURCH HISTORY. Archbishop Trench. P. 227."In the rules by which the
Inquisition shoud be guided every principle of natural equity was outraged.”

AD 1229
The HOLY INQUISITION. was established by Papa Decree as a
permanent institution to carr y out the extermination of all " Heresies and
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property to the Inqusition.

As aresult the Leaders of the Inqusition had absolute power in this world,
and claimed to have it in the world to come. Those it arrested were given two
options: 1. DIE UNDER TORTURE, and automaticaly goto Hell.

2. RECANT - Confessthat the acaisations were true, but now repented of.
This left them free to be burned to deah, and later go to Heaven via
Pugatory. ATK P. 112-119

The Inqusition was damnably effedive in establishing the dsolute
authority of the Pope and "Church." And damnably destructive of spiritual,
moral, social, and even commercial life everywhere it functioned.

AD 1291
The"HOLY INQUISITION" was established in Bosnia.

AD 1380
The"HOLY INQUISITION," was established in the Waldensian Valleys.

14th Cent
ENGLAND- Woyclifffites Lollards. Wycliffe ledured a Oxford
University. He aiticised the arruption d the Church, and preaded
Salvation by Faith in Christ. He tranglated the Bible from the Vulgate Latin
into English. Hundreds of copies were made of the NT and circulated.
Wycliffedied in 1384
AD 1399
Henry IV becane King d England, with Church help - on condtion he
stamped ou Wycliffe's "Heresy." But the taste for Scripture cntinued
widespread in England. ATK P. 122
BOHEMI A- Students from Bohemia studying at Oxford carried Wycliffe's
writing lbadk home. John Huss Redor of Prague University was converted.
A Reforming movement there dating badk to Joachim now becane Bible
based.
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Ol EQucdlion asthe author of theTirst teading @cture bookKTor children.

(Later, Moravians became the first modern-style missonaries. John
Wesleyfound asaurance of Sdvation throughthem.)

But weren't ALL OUTSIDE "T he Church"” Doctrinally Wicked,
Sexually Immoral, etc?

The so-cdled "HERETICS' were human, like us, with their share of
foolish ideas, and failures in their personal lives. Often they were acaised of
being "Manichean." The Albigensians WERE tainted with Manichean ideas
abou marriage - they sean to have valued cdibacy perhaps even more than
the established church dd. But generaly THE " SIN" for which " heretics'
were perseauted and died was that of reading the Bible, believing it,
preaching and oleyingit.

As  much in the aurrent Roman Cathaolic and Greek Orthodox Churches
was obviously nat Biblicd, the eistence of such Biblicd Revivals was a
thred to them. Most histories point out that the luxurious living, and
li centiousnessof many of the Roman Cathalic dergy was generdly the caise
of protest movements, and a motive for slencing them. Criti cs were branded
"Damnable Heretics' and slandered in every way. They and their books were
usualy burned. Almost all we know of them was written by the State
Churches who were trying to exterminate them as poisonows vermin for
claiming it was possble to be Saved, be aChristian, get to Heaven, withou
absolute obedienceto the Pope/ Patriarch. That this was the situationis made
painfully clea by the officia recrds of a famous Church Courcil some
points from which are summarised below.

1415The COUNCIL OF CONSTANCE.

JOHN HUSS and Jerome of Prague were darged with such
"heresies' as condemning the immorality of the Bishops and Priestsand
teaching that their lives made their ministry useless (In this they agreed

with the deaeeof Pope Gregory VII. LEA Vol I. P. 269) And teading that
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1. Deaared to bethe lawtul successor or St. Peter, as Pope, Head o the
Church, Vicar of Christ, etc. LEA Vol 2 P. 3.

2. Accused of "Notorious incest, adultery, defilement, homicide,
atheism." He fredy confessd that he was guilty of these sins, and was
depaosed, and imprisoned. Before long e was released and made Dean of the
Saaed College & Rome. LEA Vol 1:426427. **39.

Footnote **39 COUNCIL OF CONSTANCE - SACERDOTAL CELIBACY, LEA. Val 1.
P. 426427. quading courcil records. "Concil Constartiens, Sess Xl., andTheod. aNiem de Vit.
Joann XXIII. The Grea Courcil of Constance had settled the grea schism, by reaognising
Balthazar Coss, John XXIll, as the true Pope."

"When the Grea Courcil of Constance in 1415 adopted the awvful expedient of trying,
condemning, and depasing a Pope (John XXIII) the caaogue of crimes - notorious incest,
adultery, defilement, hamicide, and atheism - of which the fathers formally acaised hm, and
which he onfessed withou defending himself, (Concil. Constantiens. Sess Xl) is feafully
suggestive of the corruption which would na only spawn such a monster, bu could elevate him
to the highest placein the hierarchy, and pgresent him for the veneration d Christendam. It
affords a aurrious insight into the notions of morality prevalent in the Papal court to olserve that
when he had as chamberlain to BonifacelX. scandalised Rome by openly keeping his brother's
wife & a mncubine, the remedy adopted for the disorder was to creae him Cardina and send
him as Papal legate to Bologna. [Where his sandalous sexual immorality continued.] (Theod. a
Niem de Vit. Joann.XXIll.) So oltuse were the sensibiliti es of the age that after his release from
prison to which he had been confined by the fathers of Constance his succesor Martin V.,
consoled him in his degradation by creaing him Dean o the Saaed Coll ege.”

TO SUM UP - Christendom had fought Islam with eathly wegors -
those of padliti cs, perseaution, and war. As aresult, al that remained in Africa
and Asia were dying pakets of Christianity in India, Iraq, Persia, Egypt,
Ethiopia, Lebanon Turkey, etc.

In " Christian" E urope ruthless perseaution by the Roman "Cathadlic,"
and "Orthodox' Churches was effedive in smothering dssent. All demands
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wir U al seldia ITiCortie pelolriged 10 uUie oridrcllt by Law, dlU d ldlgye
amourt passed onto the Papal court. An annual tax on every household -
"Peter's Pencé' - was paid dred to Rome.

In "Christian Europe" All appointments, and the exeaution o all wills,
had to be authorised by the Church, in order to be "lega,” and the
Church demanded substantial fees for doing this. Donations of property
brough promises of forgiveness of sins, or remisson d purgatory, etc dc.
When the church felt the neaed of extramoney for building programmes, or to
suppat its luxurious lifestyle, it increased the level of fundraising urtil it
becane intolerable extortion. **40.

Foatnote **40 THE PROGRESS OF CHRISTIANITY, W. Durant. P. 765768."It has been
cdculated that the total annual income of the Papal See d&@ou 1250 was greder than the
combined revenues of all the seaular Sovereigns of Europe,” "From England in 1252the Papacy
recaved a sum threetimes gredaer than the revenue of the British Crown." He bases thison "The
Econamic History of the Middle Ages' Thompson, P. 692.

He mentions items sich as: The Church owned 20% of the land in England, 2%% in Spain,
50% in Livonia (Poland) AND ALL CHURCH INCOME AND PROPERTY WAS FREE OF
RATES/ TAXES. Monasteries began as charitable and civili zing outposts founded for charitable
reasons but becane powerful and wedthy. The Abbey of St. Martin of Tours owned 20,000serfs.

LEA Vol Il P. 34."When Diether was eleded Archbishop d Mainz, in 1459, Ins envoys, sent
to oltain his confirmation from Pius Il, were faceal with a demand for 20,506florins - more than
doule the anourt of annates previously aseessed onthe see He refused to yield to the demand,
but the Roman bankers had already advanced to the members of the Curia their shares of the
spails, and on his persistent refusal he was depased by the Pope, and Adalf of Nassau appanted
in his place lealing to a bloody war and the devastation d the aty and territory.” Appell. Dom.
Dytheri (Senckenberg, Seleda Jurtis T. 1V. p.393)

A THOROUGH REFORMATION WAS DESPERATEL Y NEEDED!

(Thisbodklet can gveonly a brief hint of what happened.)
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A German monk, Martin Luther, was one of these.

He becane the centra figure for PROTEST against the state of the
professng Church, and demands for its REFORMATION.

His natural and spiritual gifts and wegnesses, and thase of the leaders of
the German states, were in God's providence over-ruled to enable amore
Biblicad Church Order to be established - In which the Pupit from which the
Word of God was read and expounded becane central. Protestants confess
with shame that petty and hbtter divisiveness has marred their witness but
they have got God's Word ou to theworld, and it is beaing fruit world-wide.

In the RC. Church, the Altar and the "Saaifice of the Mass' remained
central, rather than the preating d God's Word. But having to compete with
"Protestant” Churches, slowly and steaily wore avay & the worst excesses
of the system.

No church, or individual, dare paint afinger at another. Each must facethe

Lord, and His Word, as | have tried to doin writing this, Rom 14:4; 10-13.
But, 1 Cor 13:1-3 has the last word, alongwith Jude 24-25.

A Restatement - HOW DOESTHE LORD BUILD HISCHURCH?
The foundition is the mnfesson d who and what He is, and hes dore,

recorded for us in the Scripture by the Apostles and Rophets, Eph 219-22.
His church is built by our bringing God's Word to people, Rom 10:17, so that
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ACTS 131-3, By Missonaries chosen by the Lord, Paul and Barnapas,
sent out and suppated by Churches. These used their initiative to find
oppatunities for preading as they camne to hand - Synagogle services,
market places, hired buldings, casua medings, an invitation to an
intelledual club, Acts 17:19, providing work for refugees, Acts 18:1-3; court
heaings, Acts 26, imprisonment, Phl 1:12-14; and shipwred, Acts 27. In all
this they acceted the Lord's over-ruling gudance when He dhose to gve it,
Acts 16:6-10. And, when He chase to confirm the truth of their preading by
providing mirades, Heb 24, they made the most of their oppatunity to pant
people to their Lord and His Gospel, Acts 3; 5; 9:36-43; 14:8-19; 19.8-11,
etc.

BUT MOST SIGNIFICANT OF ALL. ACTS 18. "You shall be
witnesss.. in Jerusalem.." ALL who know the Lord are commissoned to
be witnesses unto Him, of that knowledge, wherever they are.

ACTS 84. When perseaution dove Christians out of Jerusalem, those
scatered abroad preaded the word wherever they went. It's WITHIN THIS
FRAMEWORK of ALL Believers attempting to witnessthat God raises up
from among them gifted and gea leaders, when He sees fit. In flourishing,
triumphant times of success and popuarity, and in dark days of bitter
perseaution at the st of their comfort and their lives, the Lord has built His
Church by the personal witnessof every individual Believer, as they respond
to what theylean of Him, Eph 416.

SITUATIONS FOR EFFECTIVE WITNESSinclude:-
MISS ONARIES, sometimes slf-suppating like Paul, 1 Cor 4:12.

VISITORS to Jerusalem at Penteaost, later Ethiopian, etc. right down to
modern tourists and ower-seas sudents.
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Gospel, and INDIRECTLY through nowls, plays, and songs. | had a friena
who, isolated from all Christian contad, at 9 yeas of age was converted
throughtaking upthe prayea "Crede in me a ¢ean heat O God," which he
foundas hereal a diildren's book

SECULAR TEACHERS- Two examples - "Christian History" mag Vol XVII,
No 1.P. 20. Justin Martyr. martyred c. 165, as a youth interested in "Philosophy" was
spoken to by an unknavn dd man onthe beadt at Ephesus, and, converted soon after. He
set up aschod in Rome where he presented Christianity as the true phil osophy.

Origen (Sametimes rightly criticised for his doctrinal excesses - as are Augustine of
Hippo, etc) taught Gregory Thaumaturgus the physicd sciences, phlosophy, ethics, and
"the queen of leaning' the Scriptures. But it was his embodment of what he taught,
Gregory judged, that most impressed hm and hs brother "And thus, like some spark
lighting upon ouinmost soul, love was kindled and bust into a flame within us- alove
at oncefor the Holy Word, and the most lovely objea of all, who attrads al i rresistibly to
Himself by His unuterable beauty, (As our lord promised, Jn 1232) and to this man,
(Origen) hisfriend and advocae." (Words in italics are my own comnents. E.R.)

CLASES FOR ENQUIRERS- "Christian History" mag Vol XVII, No 1. P. 19.
Hippdytus Circa217in "The Apostolic Tradition" wrote that inquirers were grouped into
classes where teaders engaged them in daogue with aview to their conversions. Before
enrolling them in such classes they were questioned abou their lives, and reason for
wanting to become Christians - asked to "testify that they were cmmpetent to hea the
word." He wnsidered that some must change their occupations before instruction -
Harlots, and licentious people/ priests in cults, sculptors or painters of idadls, teadersin
pagan schods, astrologers and magicians etc/ adors, chariotea's and dadiators military
commanders and civil magistrates. Those under such instruction were not all owed to take
the Eucharist, urtil accepted as Christians and baptised. The Baptistry at Dura Europas
(Aswith dl other early churches) was designed for immersion..

APPENDIX - An Evaluation o Alternative Church Organisations

ALL new types of Churches BEGIN with the Word of God, and something
of awork of God the Holy Sprit, but as with Israd in the OT, Deu 8.7-20,
etc. any measure of successexposes them to increasing ride, self-assertion,
complacency, and reliance on human and worldly gift, power, wisdom, and
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Catholic and Eastern Orthodoxchurches developed a "Paternal™ system with
a Pope / Patriarch at its head, and ead parish uncer its Priest/ Father. As a
result God becane viewed as distant. The individual church member was told
not to depend dredly on Bible reading and oleying, and talking ower his
concerns with God in Praye. Instead he was told that the Church was his
mediator, and mentor, the only channel of grace a&ad Hessng. The
Fatherhood d God was to be experienced by him, only as an unqestioning
and oledient child of the"Church."

This helped avoid individudli stic folli es, preserving an ouward form of the
spiritual organic unity which the Lord desired for His Body, the Church, 1
Cor 12:12-26. It brought red blessngs to church members when the human
mediators were Godly, wise, and kind, athoughit kept them in an infantile
spiritual state. When the power of their paosition corrupted these mediators, it
was atragedy.

Under this g/stem - ie System (a.)

When the congegation gathered, all eyes were on the "Altar" and what the
Priest did there. It is right that the céebration d "The Lord's Supper,” Mt
26:17-30; Mk 14:22-26; Lk 2214-20; 1 Cor 11:25-34, shoud be centra to
Christian Worship. But sadly, what the Lord Jesus intended to be areminder
of the once-and-for-all, al-sufficient work of Christ on the Cross on their
behalf, Heb 101-14, became in their thinking a repetition d, or substitute
for, it.

(b.) Mt 238, 10. "BE NOT CALLED RABBI/ MASTER." At the
Reformation the Protestant Churches broke free from the Pope-Priest-Altar
system, and proclaimed their direa dependence on the Word of God. But, in
defiance of Mt 23:8, 10 they shattered into rival, and at times warring seds
under the banner of their "Rabbi / Master," Luther, Calvin, Knox, Wesley,
Genera Booth, Brother Branham or whatever.
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Intelleduallsm, 1t poued ou soul-destroying doul Into the minas or the
congegations.

(c) Mt 23:8. "YOU ARE ALL BROTHERS' - under the Fatherhood d
God and the Lordship of Christ. Those who gasped thisided formed simple
non-denominational Bible-obeying Fellowships. The "Brethren" movement
of the mid 1&h Century is an example of those who abandored clericd titles
to med simply as "Brothers." This revived the form of the NT locad Church
as a ongegation d those born again by the Word of God, and the Spirit of
God. They dso redised from Scripture that having keen so ban again
committed them to continuing to live individually and congregationaly in
dired dependence onthe Word of God and the Sprit of God.
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Direded attention away trrom Church creeads, caemisms, confessons, and
praya-books to the Bible - " One Faith."

And dreded attention away from admisson by baptism into rival church
spheres, by human agents, to that of 1 Cor 12:13- " One Baptism," Eph 45.

This, and an enthusiastic proclamation d Jn 316, was a blessng dredly
to many, and indiredly to many more throughthe bocst it gave to many non-
denominational Christian organisations.

Under this g/stem - ie System (c.)

The central feaure was gathering in the Lord's presence, Mt 18:20, around
"The Lord's Table," at which all His Redeemed / al Believers from any and
al denominational badkgrounds were welcomed, Rom 15:7. With no
organised form of "Service" they depended dredly on the Lord to exercise
individual brothers to contribute & described in 1 Cor 14:26-35. (Withou
contributions in Tongwes and Prophecy, as they believed such "Founddion
Gifts' had passed away, being replaced by the completed / perfed written
Sriptures which were to be exounded, 1 Cor 13:8-10. See Booklet 1
Corinthians chapters 12-14.)

Only under Gody and humble leadership could this function. Withou that,
pride in their "Non-sed, No human Heal, Non-system system,” soon
shattered the movement into unbrotherly divisiveness in defiance of the
verse they amed at obeying. (See boolet "A N Groves and the Early
Brethren Movement - REFORMATION TOWARDS THE NEW
TESTAMENT PATTERN.")

Todayitsmain heirs are;

A paternalistic "E xclusive Brethren" system under its petty "Pope,"
cgpable of expelling members who use "sinful radio” even for transport truck
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(A third group endeavours to avoid these extremes, and maintain a paition
close to that fromwhich the major "Exdusive Brethren" group cevated.)

Membership in an "Open Brethren" Assmbly is €ldom an essy and
comfortable life, but it constantly challenges one to live by Faith, in
fellowship with the Lord and HisWord, Jn 151-17. And, theladk of creed o
organisation means that there is nothing to hinder ead congegation from
discovering and olkeying the will of God as reveded in His Word, Neh 814-
18. (And noreason to continue functioning if liberal theology, or materialism
gain power.)

Whatever the outward form in which the LORD'S Church has
manifested itself, in any agg, the preaching of God's Word has produced
Godly men and women who built their livesonit, Mt 7:21-27.

Their livesand witnesshave ennobled and blessed those around them.

All of them have been grieved at the failure of their church to livein
full obedient fellowship with the Lord and His Word to the Glory of
God, and the blessng of Mankind.

Their steadfast endeavour has been to stir it up to doso. It isin ther
company, and with that purposethat I'vewritten.

E Read, 8.10.93.Revised 15.2.99.

Criticisms, Additions and Corrections are welcomed.

Pleasefed freeto use and reproduceany o all of thismaterial in any
way, to the Glory of God.
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Other booklets:

Listening to the Lord:-

| and Il Kings; Habakkuk, Ruth, Haggai;  Matthew;
Romans; | and Il Corinthians; Colosgans,
| and Il Thesslonians, |l Peter and Jude; Revelation.

Looking to the Word:-

Abortion Rotests/ Lesons from Sodan;  The Believer and Evil, .
God's Law, the Lord, and Us; God's Word in English;

A N Groves and the Early Brethren Movement - Reformation towards
the New Testament Pattern; Guidance

Copiesof al these ae avail able freefrom the writer:

E. Red,

F2/55 Middeton Rd.,
Christchurch, 4.

New Zedand.
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