GOD'S VERDICT ON ISRAEL
&
JUDAH'S RESPONSE TO THAT VERDICT

Brief quaes only of Scripture ae given with the comment. This
means you reed to work from your own copy of the Word of God to
read ead verse in context, and to look upreferences given, or that come
to mind. In this way you can look dredly to the Lord to hea for
yourself what Heis saying.

E. Red.

SYRIA/Aram is KJV/niv. (Aram is the Hebrew spelling, and
Aramaic the language. Syria is the Greek NT spelling with which I'm
familiar, so | find the NIV use of Aram, annoying. It may be used to
avoid Syria being confused with Asgyrial Asshur. Generally KJV is
given orly when it's sgnificantly different. This is dore to save space
and in NZ most readers are using NIV. LXX is Septuagint (Greek) OT.
Cp = Compare with the Scriptures that follow. BAR 93/1 = Biblicd
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INTRODUCTION

( For those interested in such things - More Backgroundmaterial isin
Introductions Booklets 1, 2, and 3.

Current Prophets and a Summary of their Message

Isaiah, (Prophesied in the reigns of Uzzah, Jotham, Ahaz, Hezekiah) The Lord's
Mercy and Judgment-chastising d Judah ha been wasted on ter, as de
continues to anger Him by empty worship routines, and umighteous living,
1:1-23. He promises future Sdvation/ World Dominion 21-5, undyr the
Virgin-Born Immanuwel 7:13-14, who will reign on David's Throne foreve,
9:1-7. The Lord has used Assyria to punsh Judah, b theyin turn will suffer
the consequences of their attitude and acts, 10:1-19. A Remnant of God's
people will enter blessng, 1020-25; 32:1-2; 40:1-41:16. Cyrus will play a
part in their return, 451-13. The Lord's Servant will restore Israel, 491-13.
Thiswill i nvolvean Earthly Kingdan, 59.1-66:24.

Jeremiah, (Under Kings Josiah, Jehoiakim, Zedekiah) Israel is under the aurse of
the broken covenart, 11:1-5. The intercesson d Moses or Samuel could do
them no good.. dath, sword, starvation, captivity are their only options 15:1-
2. Those who trust in man ae aursed, those who trust in the Lord are bles=d.
The heart of man is decatful and wicked. The Lord tests hearts and rewards
accordingly, 17:5-10. Zedekah shoud administer justice, 21:12. Jehoiakim-
makes people bulld a new paace withou payment, 221-23, Jehoiachin-
useless and urwanted, as good & childless as no descendart will be King,
22:24-30. Righteous Branch yet to come, 231-8. Good andBad figs, 70years
captivity, 24:1-25:14. Jeremiah says they must wear the yoke of Babylon,
Hanariah denies this 27:1-28:17. Jeremiah writes telling the exles to buld,
plant, marry, multi ply and seekthe peace of the landwhere theyare exled and
God will bring their descendarts back Not listen to imnoral lying prophets,
29:1-32. God WILL restore Israel 30:1-33:26. Jehoiakim burns Jeremiah's
scroll, 36.1-32. Zedekah has Jeremiahin and ou of prison, 371-38:28. Fall
of Jerusalem, Jeremiah freed, 391-40:6.
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Hosea, (Uzzah-Jotham-Ahaz-Hezekiah) Israel was an aduterous wife prostituting
herself to Baal/ Asgyria etc, & suffering the terrible consequences. They forget
God's deliverance from Egypt, bu God daesn't abandonHis purposes, 1.1-
11:11. They offer human sacrifices & kissthe alf-idals, 132. Sill God says
"Return O Isra€l to the Lord your God..say Forgiveall our sins.. | will heal..
& lovethem fredy,” 14:1-9. Jodl, Zion is desolated by an invading Army as if
by locusts. God will restoreto her the yars the locusts have aten.

Amos, (Under Kings Uzaah, Jeroboan Il) The persistent sins of Judah,Israel, &
surroundng ndions to be punished. Israel's rulers are grealy oppressors.
God had dsciplined the natior/ would destroy them as unrepentant. Restore
them to blessng a some future date. Obadah, Edom would suffer the
consequences of her attacks on Judah.Jonah, God wses reluctant Jonah(Who
had strengthened Israel, 14:25) to bess Ninevéh. Micah, (Jotham, Ahaz,
Hezekiah) The Day of the Lord's Judgment is coming. He will re-establish His
Temple to which Nations will fl ock. The Deliverer will come from Bethlehem,
5:2. Not Secrifices, bu Just, merciful living/ humble walk with God required,
but they prefer to walk in the ways of Ahab, 66-8. Everyone is unreliable, bu
Gods Mercy will triumph, 71-20. Nahum, Ninevéh to be wiped ou.
Habakkuk. The Rulers in Jerusalem are Greeady Exploiters, bu will i n turn be
gredlily exploited by the Babylonians. The Just will trust God andlive by
Faith. Zephaniah, (Josiah) The Day of the Lord's Judgment is coming. Judah
will suffer for her sins, bu be restored by the Lord in His Mercy.

ThroughHis Prophets, and unér Josiah, throughHis Written Word, God
interacts with His people in mercy and judgment, blessng them as and when
He @an.Heis Sovereign, 191-34. Obedience to God's revealed will/ rejedion
of iddlatry brings blessng, 181-7, Deu 121-32, 1 Ki 9:1-9. Ahaz refusing to
deal with the Lord, Isa 7,isaturning pant onthe roadto apctasy.

As men though abou the promised Messah, Hezekah andJosiah kecame
relevant models, aswell as David and Stomon. Hezekah was the first King to
reunite the landin asociation with Jerusalem and the Temple worship. Jesus
cleansed the Temple as Hezekiah, andJosiah dd, Mt 21:12-13; Jn 213-17.
Jesus kept the Law fully, as Josiah set out to do, and pomoted the true
keging d it, Mt 5:17-20; 8:4. But the dty would fall once more, the Temple
destroyed, andlsrael sent into Exile agan, Mt 23:37-24:21. The Mesdah
would de at the hands of a foreign paver, Jn 191-37, and le raised from the
dead as Hezekahwas restored to health after threedays.
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are strongy emphasised, bu theyare only briefly giedive Josah da wnhat he
could, bu Manasseh his ©nisa new Jeroboam, 17:21-23 and s reign makes
Exile cetain. Josiah's reforms die with the reformer and agan the Temple is
robbed, andfaith in God as Deliverer abandord. Only the poa of the land
remain in Judah ain Israel, andthe spark of inspiration and oledienceis not
in them.

That this bodk wasn't written urtil |ate in the periodis en from reference
to grandchildren, and"to thisday," 17:41, and nding like Hezekiah amnong
the kngs before and AFTER him, 185. Only when the history has run its
course @nit be recorded as HISTORY - a logical unity of progresson. From
the \antage point of Josiah's reform and the Exile, the writer can look back
andspell out the tragedy of God's people - Redeamed from Savery, planted by
God in afruitful land, constantly chocsing to go dter other gods with which
as natural men theyfelt more comfortable.

Onri, Ahab, andthe two Jeroboams demonstrate that material successis
neither greatness nor happness when blessngs are forfeited. The writer of
Kings takes up each event and situation and pints to God and makes it
obvious that trustful obedience honous God andenales His people to livein
fell owship with Him, and le blessed. That the cnsequences of our choices for
good @ eul continue long dter death, is shown clearly in the influence of
David, Jeroboam, Ahab, Manasseh etc. The total failure of Israel in the land
grinds to its end in the stupid action d murdering Gedaliah, andthe flight of
the last competent citi zens to Egypt draggng Jeremiah with them. The record
of KINGS was completed a the stage when Jehoiachin was being favourably
treated, Jer 52:31-34 - a nde of hopeful expedation - God han't abandored
the Exiles, therefore their spiritual restoration to God's favour and plysical
restorationto His Landis possble.

It's godessfolly to treat the narr ative as mere history, to be ewaluated for
historical accuracy dc. But it's also fodlish to ignare the fact that it ISHistory,
written aganst a spedfic background, andso treat it as a colledion d
theological/ doctrinal statements. Those who do ae likdy to read into it isues
that were foreign to the situations. It is HISTORY, andit is PROGRESSVE
REVH.ATION/ SALUTARY EXAMPLES re walking with God and enjoying
His blessngs.



odas, tenced In by armies of troudes, 1381/-20:7. Cp Mt 26:36-46; Jn 1413
14; Acts 4:23-31; 16:2534; Rom 15:30-33; Eph 610-19; Phil 4:6-7; Jas
5:13-16. That the people of God tend to drift, and reed to repent, be revved,
and restored to focus on God done and conformity to his will, is a theme
comnonto 181-8; 23 125, Mt 6:1-34; Lk 18:9-14;, Rom12:1-2; 1 Cor 10-14.
Finally there is the need to focus on the written Word of God recaved from the
past, and reve fully appredated and honoted, 2211-23:25; Neh 81-18; Mt
5:17-20; 2 Tim 3:14-17, andthe necessty for obedience eva when it goes
aganst the grain of current culture, and dfers noimmnediate reward.

Jeroboam had ignared mercy - Manasseh found mercy late. They affed
those aroundthem and their posterity. Man dways falls ort, and dten sins
deliberately. Repentance is always worthwhile - God's mercy is greater than
man's rebellion andsin, Rom 5:20. Blessed be His Name. God gves promises,
Jer 25:12; 29:10. Let'sclaimthem as Daniel did, Dan 92-19.

God s dealings with | SRAEL - An objed lesson for JUDAH
(Placed first so that therecord of JudaHs reaction foll ows.)

17:1-23 DEPOPULATION

(THE REASONS FOR THE EXILE OF ISRAEL are an oljed lesson andfina
warning to Judah andts Kings. These aren't NEW thoughts, a rew revdation.
They summarise the mnsistent and persistent message the Lord had gven to
Israel throughHis prophets. The pdlitical and econamical factors involved in
the rise and fall of Israel are referred to from time to time, bu underlying
them all was their relationship with the Lord God d Israel. All Kings and
authorities are held in His hand.He over-rules eveything in accordance with
His own Nature, towards the fulfil ment of His purposes of blessng.

Israel ignared God's acts of power and gace on their behalf from the Exodus on,
andfail ed to respondwith loyal dewotior/ obedience Instead they worshipped
local deities, adoged corrupt ethical practices, andignared the warnings of
the prophets God sent to them. They followed worthless idols and kecame
worthlesspeople, 17:15. Jeroboam set the basis of their nationd life when he
ignared God's offer of a David-style kngship, 1 Ki 11:37-39, andchose to
worship the Lord in the way that suited hhm and hs plans, 1 Ki 12:26-33.
Once the form in which the true God is going to be worshipped is dedded by
what seans good to the worshipper eveything is st free for apastasy. Cp
Evesdedsion based on hav the fruit looked to her, Gen 3.6.)
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20:2-3.

The Isradlites ®crely did things aganst the LORD- Not that they didn't
openly turn away from God, but that their heats had already turned
against the Lord before this was e in their adions. God is aways
concerned with the redity of human desires and motives, rather than in
the outward form of their adions. The latter are important as indicaions
of heat attitudes, and as they mis-represent the Truth, and encourage
men's heats to further turn away from the Lord.

From watchtower to fortified city they built themselves high places-
Bamah. That is from the smallest isolated settlements to the largest
cities. The ountry as a whole was involved, not just the ignaant
peasants, or the wedthy sophisticaes. They set up IMAGES/sacred
stones- Matsebah These wuld be excused as being intended to
represent the Lord, following Jaawb, Gen 2818, but easily lapsed into
the Canaanite fertility cult worship of Bad and Asherah. The
asociation with ritual prostitution, 1 Ki 14:23-24, made it morally and
physicdly corrupting as well as iritualy. Some Bamah inscriptions
sean to asciate Yaweh with an Asherah. Bar 792, 84/6. This was
even more blasphemous and insulting to the Lord God o Israd.

17:11-13 At every high place they burned incense, as the nations the
LORD had driven out.. They did wicked things that provoked the
L ORD to anger- Their adions were in themselves wicked, a corrupting
of themselves and their society. This deprived them of fell owship with
God - which hut His love, and povoked Him to punish them so they
might redi se their nead to repent and ke restored to fell owship with Him
If possble. Seel Ki 14:9; 15:30; 16:2, 7, 13, 26, 33; 21:22; 22:53.

They wor shipped idols, though the LORD had said, You shall not.. The
Lord warned.. Turn from your evil ways. KEEP/Observe my
commands- The Law banned all images, Ex 20.4; Deu 58. **1 God
promptly disowned the Golden caves, 1 Ki 13:1-9. Israd centring its
relationship with God on Golden-Calf worship increasingly replaced
God's Law with the convenient customs and life-style of the Heahen
nations. ThroughHis servants the prophets the Lord had pleaded with
them to return to Him and to blessng, Hosea11:1-14:9; Joel 2:12-14,
etc.
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13:23. and the warnings.. They followed VANITY /worthless idols
and themselves became VAIN/worthless To Fea the Lord and serve
Him moves men to fellowship with Him, and they grow into His
likenesswith all the grace ad dory which that involves. The folli es of
human religion and irreligion degrade men. Idds are worthless
Worshipping idols makes men personally worthless and wselessto God
and His blessed puposes. Disobeying God led to their disowning God,
and then to His disowning them. They imitated the nations.. and did
things the LORD had forbidden- Ex 20.2-6; Lev 183-5; 20:22-23;
Deu 56-10; 18:9-12.

17:16-18 They LEFT/forsook the commands of the LORD and made
MOLTEN IMAGES/idols cast in the shape of calves, and a
GROVE/ Asherah pole- A reminder that Jerobcam had abused the
privileges God hes granted to hm. Cp Lk 1245; Heb 1317. They
bowed down to the starry HOSTS OF HEAVEN- Amos 5:26.
Forbidden in Deu 4:19; 17:3. Alongwith all Credion the Stars etc ae
intended to move us to worship the Creaor, not to view them as powers
in their own right. they SERVED/worshipped Baal- Jerobcam had
claimed to be worshipping the Lord, under the likeness of the Golden
Calves. But, from Jezébel on, Bad worship becane common. Self-
direded worship of the Lord was replaced by openly defiant worship of
false gods. Thisrequired God to trea the Isradites as He had treaed the
Canaanites. Cp 1Pet 1:17.

They sacrificed their sons and daughters in the fire- The ultimate
despising d God and o man. USED/practised divination and
sorcery- Forbidden in Deu 189-13. The aciation with starry haosts
may be a link with Horoscopes - ancient and modern - used for
guidance, instead of relying onthe Lord. sold themselves to do evil..
provoking Him to anger- The disgracdul record of their provocdive
adions - their sinning against the love/ loving care of God, is listed in
Isa 2:6-8; 5:18-24; 44:9-20; Hos 2:1-13; Micah 6:9-16. All this was
covenant-bresing and cdl ed for God's luidgment to fall, Ex 20:3-6. The
rich were irresporsible, immoral, grealy, self-indugent, and oppessd
the poa, Isa 1:17; 10:1-4; Hos 7:3-7; Amos 2:6-8; 4:1; 6:1-7. It's
becaise Hezeiah's attitude is 9 different that so much is sid of himin
18:1-19:37; 1sa 36:1-38:22.



returned - and beyond that the Coming d Jesus the Messah. God's
promises can be fulfilled ony in a David/ Elijan/ Elisha/ Hezeiah/
Josiah type people. Seelsa 6:11-13; Hos 11:8-11; Amos 9:11-15. This
hope is held before the nationin 17.39, etc.

17:19-23 Even Judah did not ke the commands of the LORD.. BUT
WALKED IN THE STATUTEY followed the practices Israel had
introduced- See 16:2-4, etc. Therefore the LORD rejeded all the
SEED/people of Israel; he DELIVERED/gave them into the hands
of SPOILERS/plunderers- During the time of the Judges Israd had
suffered from the raids of the surroundng retions, as punishment for
their sin and apostasy, until they cried ou to the Lord and were
delivered by a Judge whom He raised up David, under God, delivered
them from being at the mercy of the Phili stines, Moabites, Ammonites,
Midianites, Edomites etc and Israd becane sufficiently powerful to rule
over its neighbous. But the division d the Kingdam, and its drifting
into apostasy meant that God allowed them to be plundered and
humili ated urtil they ceased to repent, and orly exile was appropriate.
until he CAST/thrust them OUT OF HIS SGHT/from his presence-
The Lord took the adion, but they brougtt it on themselves by defying
Hiswarnings, 1 Ki 11:11, 31

FOR/When he RENT/tore Israel away from the house of David, they
made Jeroboam their king.. caused them to SIN/commit a great sin-
As recorded in 1 Ki 12.26-33; 13:33-34. The Israelites WALKED/
persisted in all the sins of Jeroboam.. until the LORD removed them
OUT OF HIS SGHT/from his presence. into exile.. and they are
still there.

17:24-41 REPOPULATION

17:24-27 The king of Asgyria brought people from Babylon.. - The
Asgyrian records how that the exchange of popuations began promptly
after Samaria fell. settled them in the towns of Samaria- Detaching
them from their homeland and traditional allies, and danting themin a
new courntry made it easier to buld loyalty to the Assyrian Empire. In
their new situation their prosperity depended on their working in with
the Asgrian system, Ezra 4:10. They were granted a good ad of
freedom to encourage this.



Nat Tollowing the ritual's neaded to appease the loca delties. | he King of
Asgiria.. Have one of the priests.. from Samaria go back to teach-
An inscription foundin Khorsabad states that it was Assyrian pdicy to
provide priests to tead colonists planted in new lands the @rred form
of resped and worship to locd "gods." There was no adknowledgment
that the Lord/ Yaweh was a universal God. He was viewed as god d the
land who must be humoured.

17.28-33 So one of the priests.. came to Bethel and taught them how to
worship the LORD- A priest of the Golden Calf shrine, so the
knowledge he had o the Lord was tainted with idolatry. The writer
sounds as if he wuld see the irony of a priest exiled for apostasy
returning to tead the ways of the God who haed regeded him!
Nevertheless each.. its own god.. set up shrines.. at high places..
Succoth Benoth.. Nergal etc. It's not possble to be sure what gods are
referred to. The scribes £em to have mis-spelled their names in
obedience to the command nd to make mention d the "Gods of the
heahen" and generally the mis-spellings srve to discredit the idol-gods
referred to. There is little profit in ouwr knowing the details of their
beliefs and worship. It was smply their traditional idolatry. They
FEARED/worshipped the LORD, but also appointed THE
LOWEST/all sorts of their own people to dficiate for them as
priestsin the shrines at the high places- As had Jerobcam, 1 Ki 12:31.
They FEARED/worshipped the LORD, but they also served their
own gods..

17:34-41 To thisday.. They FEAR NOT/neither wor ship the LORD nor
DO THEY AFTER/adhere to the decrees/ ordinances/ laws
commands the LORD gawe the CHIL DREN/descendants of Jacob,
whom he named Israel- The Samaritans both feaed God, in general
terms, as Ahab dd, and equaly truly didn't fea God - those who fea
God in the Saving sense, are committed to Him exclusively. God dcesn't
share His Glory with ather gods, or bestow His blessngs on those who
aren't boundto Himin loyal love.

When the LORD made a covenant with the Israelites.. the LORD, who
brought you up out of Egypt.. is the one you must FEAR/wor ship..
They would not HEARKEN/listen however.. Even while these
NATIONS/people FEARED/were wor shiping the LORD.. they were
serving their idols.. To this day their.. grandchildren continue to- If
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Uzziah, Uzzeh, etc. Smilar variations of the name have been found
stamped onajug handes, seds, etc. who was sxteen years old, and
made him king. He rebuilt Eilath- As a result of the Asgyrians
withdrawing AFTER they had thorougHy crushed Syria-Damascus,
Israd under Jeroboam, and Judah under Azariah prospered pditicaly
and commercialy, but not spiritually and socially. Apostasy and
materiali stic greed flourished in bah countries, Amos 2:4-5, etc.

(Chapter 15 is very condensed, fitting in the reigns of 7 kings, which gves a
feding d tenseness- civil order is breaking dovn as the nation heads for the
Judgement of exle.)

15:1-4 Azariah.. reigned fifty-two years.. did right in the ees of the
LORD, as his father Amaziah had done- Regrettably his pride in his
succesdul warsled hminto folly as Amazah's had, 2 Chr 26:6-21. The
high places.. not removed; people @ontinued to dfer sacrifices and
burn incense there- Chronicles adds that as long as he souglt the Lord
he prospered. He defeaed the Phili stines, Arabs, and Ammonites, built
fortresses throughou the land, and strengthened the amy. He loved
farming and encouraged it so the land prospered.

15.5-7 The LORD SMOTE/afflicted.. with leprosy- When in pride he
tried to ad as priest in the Temple of the Lord. Perhaps he saw himself
as fit successor to Solomon who hed dffered incense? until he died-
Further detail s of the King's pride and presumption in assuming the role
of Priest is given in 2 Chr 26:16-21. he lived in a separate house- A
house of freedom, or quarantine. The Hebrew word is linked with
freedom from slavery, taxes, or pulic duties. Cp the use of the word in
Job 319; Ps88.5. Leprosy required isolation, Lev 13.45-46. /

Jotham the king's n had charge of the palace- He was "Over the house"
as Abishahad beenin 1Ki 4:6, and Eliakimin 1818. and governed the
people- In ather words he handled day-to-day pubic dfairs, runnng o
both the palace adthe land asawhale. the other events.. written- We
read of themin 2 Chr 26. The records of Tiglath Pileser say in his third
yea (743744 BC) he wlleaed tribute from "Azaryau of lauda' which
seans to be Azariah of Judah. Azariah's own campaigns were to the
South and West, subdung the Phili stines, and establi shing forts in the
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He did right in the eyes of the LORD, as his father Uzziah had done-
Did what is RIGHT means he refrained from involvement in idolatry,
athough fappy to continue in the traditional High Placeworship which
easlly merged into idolatry.

15:35-39 The high places.. people @mntinued to dfer sacrifices and burn
incense there. Jotham BUILT /rebuilt the Upper Gate of the temple
of the LORD.. other events.. written- Accordingto 2 Chr 27:1-9 these
included rebuilding the Jerusalem wall in Ophel, conqguering the
Ammonites and colleding tribute from them. This becoming strongwas
because he ordered his ways before the Lord his God. Kings omits the
mention d a number of developments towards the spiritual/ religious
crisis - Prosperity and Apostasy as dated in Hosea and Joel.

the LORD began to send Rezn.. and Pekah aganst Judah- The
Kingdams of Syria and Israd had been attempting to conquer Judah.
The almination d thisis dedt with in Isaiah 7-9. Law and Order, and
loyalty to the Covenant between the Lord and the house of David had
been bre&king davn in Judah - with assassnations, and Uzzah stricken
with leprosy. Jotham.. buried.. Ahaz his n succealed him asking.

16:1-20 Ahaz King of Judah 2 Chr 28:1-27

16:1-4 Ahaz- Shortened form of Jehoahaz The Assyrians cdled him
Yauhaz. There is no mention d his mother. began to reign.. twenty
years.. reigned sixteen years- So Ahazwas 36 when he died. Hezeiah
was 25 when he becane King, which suggests he was born when his
father was only 11. This is one of the many uncertainties in the
chrondogy.

Unlike David his father, he did not do what was right in the eyes of the
LORD his God- Condemned as - Solomon and Rehobaam were, 1 Ki
11:4; 15:3. He gave official approva to idolatry, and was personaly
involved in idd worship. Cp 1Ki 14:23-24.

He walked in the ways of the kings of Israel- 8:18. sacrificed his $n in
the fire- Lev 1821; 20:1-5; Jer 7:31, 195; 3235. following the
ABOMINATIONS/detestable ways of the nations the LORD had
CAST/driven out before the lIsraelitess Ahab and Jezébel had
pioneaed the merging d the worship o the Lord with that of Bad and
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Chronicles rearas that Israg tooK many Juageans cgptive, ba 10 I1srad.
These were released on the Lord's orders given through Oded the
prophet, and the kindy assstance of some Isradite dders. Isa7 gvesto
the house of David atwofold promise - deliverance from their attackers
whowill soon dsappea from the scene, and the birth of a boy who will
be Immanuel - God with us - whaose mother will be avirgin. Rezn
recovered Elath.. THE SYRIANSEdomitess ARAVI/Edom then
DWELT /moved into Elath and have lived there to this day- Edomite
occupation d the southern areas of Judah in its later days are obvious
when the remains of towns are excavated. Bar 96/6

16:7-9 Ahaz sent.. to Tiglath-Pileser king of Asgyria, | am your servant..
Come and save me.. took the silver and gold found in the temple of
the LORD and.. the palace and sent it- Ahaz brushed df God's
reassaurance through Isaiah, Isa 7, and robbed the Temple of treasure
given to God to lribe the King d Asgyria to attadk and destroy Syria
and Israd. This was an apostate adion - the ultimate insult to the Lord
God d Israd, ading as if He aculdnt or wouldn't proted His own
people. God had forbidden the giving/taking d Bribes, Deu 1619.
|saiah had warned against trusting in Assyria rather than in the Lord, Ex
23.22; Isa 7:10-16. The Asgrians were in the process of expanding
west, and invading Syria, and the richest bribe of asmall state like Judah
was aminor item.

The king of Asgria.. attacking Damascus and TOOK /capturing it. He
CARRIED AWAY CAPTIVE/deported its inhabitants to Kir-
Returned them to their original home? as Kir in Elam is given as that in
Isa22:5-6 Amos 1:5; 9:7. and put Rezn to death.

16:10-11 Then King Ahaz went to Damascus to med Tiglath-Pil eser-
The Asgyrian records list Ahaz @& coming to Damascus bringing tribute
to Asgyria dong with men from Ammon, Moab, Ashkelon, Gaza ad
Edom, 734 BC. Inviting help from the King o Asgria results in
religious changes. Cp State interventionin the dfairs of the ealy church
to pu down heresies - Arian, schisms, etc. Ahaz @ming to Damascus to
give thanks to the "Saviour" he had chosen to placehis trust in, made
him open to leaning hav he could "improve" worship in Jerusalem.

He saw- In Hebrew to seg often meansto see and respondto - seang opens
up paghiliti es to the mind, and the will may then choase to ad on the
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"gods' were powerful, and deased with their worship. If Ahaz
worshipped their gods in the way the Asgyrians did he expeded to be a
succesdul King also. While we shoud be willing to lean from the
experience of others, the Lord and HisWord need to be central in all our
thinking. There's ssmething nd God-honouing in God's people today
rushing here and there to "How to be asuccesgul church" seminars. So
Uriah the priest built an altar in accordancewith all the plans King
Ahaz had sent.. and finished it before Ahaz returned- Uriah raises no
objedion, whether from sympathy with, or fea of, the King. Fadual
report with no comment. Leaving the matter for the reader to make his
own judgment onthe adionletsthe report spe&k for itself.

16:12-14 When the king came back.. and saw the altar- The impresson
Isthat of considered adion by Ahaz he approached it- Climbed upthe
steps to it. (Steps were forbidden, Ex 20:26. The priest, as a mere sinful
human, was in a sense to dstance himself from what happened onthe
atar.) and OFFERED/presented offerings on it- The offerings to be
made on the dtar were made to the Lord, and in the usual form except
that Ahaz ated as the Priest in this first use of/ dedicaion d the Altar,
as Solomon hed dore, 1 Ki 8:22-63. He seams to have seen himself as
Initiating a new erain Temple worship. Chronicles mentions that he dso
saaificed to the gods of Damascus becaise he said they had helped the
Kings of Damascus to defea him.

He offered his burnt offering.. sprinkled the blood of his PEACE/
fellowship offerings on the altar- The form of the offerings and their
avowed puposes eanm to have been right, but the dtar on which they
were offered was his own idea David, 2 Sam 6:12-19; 24:18-25, and
Solomon, 1 Ki 3:3-4; 8:1-66, had, under God, functioned acceptably as
saaificing-King-Priests. But while Ahazdid so in Solomon's temple, he
was, like Jeroboam, ading as a King-Priest to initiate a polytheistic
"new form of worship," following hs own ideas, and ignaring God's
reveded will. From now on, as the example of Jerobcam's worship
corrupted Israd, Ahaztype worship would corrupt Judah, and become
deeply engrained in the nation's thinking.

The BRAZEN/bronze altar that stood before the LORD- An expresson
of reverence and resped. Those who feaed the Lord, spoke and aded
BEFORE the Lord. he brought from the front of the temple.. and put
it on the north side of the new altar- The dtar that by the Lord's will
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looKINg Tor a lost thing, ezex s411-1Z2. SO0 probaply seeking gudance
by prayer, or by examining the entrail s of asaaifice, 17:17.

Uriah the priest did as Ahaz ordered- All that was dore had the -
operation d the High Priest. Nothing is said abou their co-operating
with the Lord. But in Judah's apostate state that was viewed as
unimportant. Cp the re-organisation d worship and witnesstoday to be
in step with the times, which MAY have the Lord's approval, but those
making the dhanges often seem indifferent to this - Worship is judged
by it meding the FELT needs of the worshippers/ their approval. The
approval of the One worshipped is taken for granted.

16:17-20 Ahaz CUT OFF THE BORDERS/took away the side panels
and removed the LAVERS/basins from the movable stands. He
removed the Sea from the BRAZEN/bronze bulls.. set it on a stone
base- The Lavers were now to be fixtures, not semi-portable. The
reservoir was to have astone base in keguing with the stone dtar. This
would have suppied him with valuable metal as a means of replenishing
his Treasury, and pasdbly for further payments of tribute to Asgyria. It
was of course ataking bad for one's own use of that which had been
given to God and His srvice Lev 27.28.

He took away the Sabbath COVERT/canopy that had been built at the
temple.. FOR/in deferenceto THE KING OF ASSYRIA- What this
refersto isunclea. It may mean that the bronze was nealed as a tribute
to Asgrria. What IS clea is that the King d Assgyria and hs wishes
deade what is dore. Neither the Lord God d Israd, nor the King, rule
in their own hotse. The fad that Syrian worship provides the Altar, and
pleasing the Asgyrian King dctates alterations to the buildings, means
that the worship of the Lord is now dictated by human wisdom and
expediency. Detadhed from the Written word of God, worship is freeto
adapt to the whims of man. Judah is following Israd towards the same
fate & if unaware of the consequences of its adions. Before long Ahaz
took the further steps of adive gostasy, 2 Chr 28:21-25.

18:1-20:21 Hezekiah 2 Chr 29:1-32:33

(Samaria hes auffered the cnsequences of apacstasy. Judah ha been following
Israel in apatasy and seams likdy to be exled. Against the trend, Hezekiah
takes up the dhallenge to trust the Lord in their exremity, and afair measure
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Hez&lan Tor gooq Jer Zoilo-1Y. More than anyone berore nim
Heze&iah measures up to the standard of a Good-in-the-sight-of-God
King, like David.

18:4-8 He removed the high places, smashed sacred stones, cut down
Asherah poles- 1 Ki 14:15, etc. These NEGATIVE adions gripped
away the acamulation o aids to apostasy dating bad to the time of
Solomon's apostasy. This was an essential preparation for the
POSITIVE commitment to Faith in the Lord and oledience to His Law.
God hed reveded Himself to Solomon at the Gibeon High Place 1 Ki
3:2-5. Even during the reigns of GOOD approved Kings worship at the
High Places continued, 1 Ki 22:43; 2 Ki 12:2-4; 14:4; 15:3-4. Even the
openly iddatrous drines had been approved by Solomon, but at their
best they were an encouragement to turn away from the temple, and the
exclusive worship o the Lord. Heze&iah removed the temptation. See

Appendix Il.

He broke into pieces the bronze snake- Num 21:4-9. the Israelites had
been burning incense to it. (It was called Nehushtan- Or Hezekiah
cdled it a mere lump o brasg Hezeiah trusted the LORD. There
was no one like him among the kings of Judah- Since Judah becane a
separate kingdan. He was unique in his heat-commitment to the Lord
like that of King David. No-one equalled Hezeéiah in his trust in the
Lord, and in his faithful obedience to God's Law. What is to the Glory
of Godisfor the good d man - He prospered.

He CLAVE/held fast to the LORD- As Solomonin dd age HELD FAST
to foreign wives and let go d the Lord in joining them in worship of
lddls, 1 Ki 11:2. he kept the cmommands the LORD had given M oses.
The LORD waswith him- Cp Gen 2122, 28:15; Deu 201, etc.

he PROSPERED/was siccesdul- S&kal- Acted wisdly, did what wisdom
required in the arrent situation. His adjustment of the water supgy in
Jerusalem was an example of this. Succesg wisdom involved TRUST/
Faith in the Lord, and adive, energetic obedience, as it always does.
Godly concern leads to Godly success- and yet this was also tested by
the aisisof invasion. He rebelled aganst the king of Asgria.

He defeated the Phili stines- Reversing the lossof territory by Ahaz 2 Chr
28:18-19. The Asgyrian records sy he deposed their puppet king Padi
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with oledient trust.)

Foaotnate **2 Excavations in Jerusalem uncovered what seans to be the remains of this
wall. Recently-built houses had been demolished to buld it, as described in Isa
22:10.Bar 92/3.

18:13-37 Asyrian Attack 2 Chr 321-19; Isa36:1-22

18:13-17 In the fourteenth year of King Heze&kiah Sennacherib..
attacked all the FENCED/fortified cities of Judah and
TOOK /captured them- Sennadherib's records sy he first defeaed
Merodadh Baadan, who withdrew into Persia. He then attadked the
King d Sidonwho fled to Cyprus. Next He defeaed an Egyptian army,
took control over Philistia, and transferred the border towns of Joppa,
Ladish, (Picturesin his palace & Nineveh show his successul siege of
Ladish) Libnah and Azekah to Phili stine control, as Assyrian vassals.
Moab, Edom, and Ammon hed paid tribute, learing Hezeiah alone in
rebellion. He then records that he shut up Hezeéiah in his capital city
having ceptured 46 d hiswall ed towns and taken 209150 persons.

So Hezeiah.. | have OFFENDED/donewrong.. | will pay whatever you
demand. The king of Assyria APPOINTED/exacted from Hezeiah
three hundred talents of silver and thirty talents of gold- 1 ton d
Gold. Hezé&iah gave him all the silver found in the temple of the
LORD and.. roya palace- This looks like the mllapse of Heze&iah's
commitment to the Lord, as it had been when his Godly predecessors
came under threa, 12.17-18; 1 Ki 15:18. But as with Ahab in besieged
Samaria, 1 Ki 20, the arogant enemy, over-ruled by God, pushed him
beyond acceptable limits. Sennaderib's records say 30 talents of gold
and 800 talents slver, and that it took time to colled it. Perhaps
Hezekiah managed to pay only the 300talents recorded in the Bible, and
this led to the Asgsrian attadk, or Sennadherib accepted the money
withou acceting Hezeiah, and continued to demand absolute
surrender. Hezekiah was repairing wall s, and seauring the water suppy
in case of siege, 2 Chr 32:1-5, 30.

The king o Asgria sent TARTAN/his supreme mmander,
RABSARI S/chief officer and RAB-SHAKEH his field commander-
Or, Provincial Governor. These ae titles, not personal names. with a
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Footnote **3 Isa 10:28-32 describes an Assgyrian army coming diredly from the North to
Jerusalem. It was perhaps ancther column, o a different campaign. Chronicles adds
that Hezekiah strengthened the wall s of Jerusalem, and bult a secondwall, organised
the amy and prepared and stored wegoors and shields. He dso set the people to
block all accessto water for an army camped ouside Jerusalem, and uged the people
to pu their trust in the Lord.

18:18-21 They called for the king; and Eliakim son of Hilkiah the palace
administrator, Shebna the SCRIBE/secretary- He seams at one time
to have held Eliakim's position and keen replacel after Isaiah rebuked
him, Isa 22:15-24. Shebnas name has been found ona day sed. and
Joah.. the remrder went out to them.

RAB-SHAKEH/The field commander said Tell Hezeiah: This is what
the great king, the king of Asgyria, says. On what are you basing
this confidence of yours?- This datement is typicd of the Assyrians
tadics. They made bull ying threds to terrify cities, boasting d their past
ruthlessess etc to weden the will to resist them. A picture found
engraved onstone & Khorsabad shows an Asgyrian dficial standing on
a siege macdhine before abesieged city reading a proclamation to them
from a scroll. There's a record of the proclamation made when they
besieged Babylon, 731 BC. They were masters of propaganda and
psychologicd warfare designed to discourage and dvide the defenders -
Their king is the GREAT King. Their army was © powerful no-one
could resist them, etc.

You say you have COUNSEL /strategy and military strength but speak
VAIN/empty words.. depending on Egypt. that splintered reed
piercesa man's hand if he leans on it- This was true enough although
Egypt was now growing stronger. To depend on an inadequate or
unreliable dly would dothem more harm than good Seethe verdict on
Egypt in Isa 30:1-5; 31:3; Ezek 29:6-7. Hoshea of Israd had trusted
Egypt and been let down.

18:22-25 If you say We are depending on the LORD our God - isn't he
the one whose high places and altars Heze&kiah removed **4 saying..
You must wor ship before this altar in Jerusalem- Having dscredited
any POLITICAL basis for continued resistance he now shrewdly
discredits any RELIGIOUS basis. Having captured many towns of
Judah he would have head o Hezeiah's reforms and d people's

17



Jerusalem from alta, 2 Chr 52:1-o, but nes chalenged to come out
and fight. As wars were won with hases and chariots his army was
hopelesdy inadequate! How WILL YOU TURN AWAY /repulse one
CAPTAIN(/officer.. you are depending on Egypt for chariots..

Footnote ** 4 At Beasheba stones from a dismantled altar were found wsed in making a
wall at thistime. Bar 95/3. SeeAppendix llI

The LORD himself told me to march aganst this country and destroy
it- Cyrus claimed that Marduk, the god d Babylon hed gven the aty
into his hand. Here the Rab Shakeh says that Hezekiah had off ended the
Lord and so He had gven Jerusalem into the hands of the Asgyrians -
plausible enough and haw tragic their trusting in the Lord would be if
indeed He had handed them over into the Assyrians hands. Doulx,
confusion, horror and cespair have dways been powerful wegponrs in
warfare, and the Asgyrians used them all to their advantage. "Why trust
the Lord - He told usto attack and defed you."

18:26-27 Eliakim.. said.. Please speak in THE SYRIAN LANGUAGE/
Aramaic, we understand it- Aramaic was widely used at the time. But
the Asgrian insisted in talking in the locd Jewish daled to have
maximum impad on the ordinary soldiers and citizens within reat of
his voice, in the hope of scaring them out of willi ngnessto resist. The
Asgyrian records mention the reauitment of officials who could sped&k
locd languages as this man could. But the commander replied.. my
master sent me to say these things, to the men sitting on the wall -
who, like you, will have to eat their own filth and drink their own
urine- Implying that soonthey would have nothing else to ea or drink.
In fad Hezekiah's having the tunrel from Gihon spring made, and the
outflow blocked off, meant Jerusalem had plenty of drinking water, and
it was the Assyrian army which had water-supdy problems.

18:28-30 Then the ammmander stood and called out in Hebrew: Hear
theword of the great king- A title used by the Assyrians of their kings,
and later by the Babylonians and Persians. In Scripture it's usually
reserved for the Lord Himself, Ps 47:2; Mal 1:14; Mt 5:35. the king of
Asgria.. says. Do not let Heze&kiah deceve you. He cannot deliver
you from my hand.. Do not let Hezeiah persuade you to trust in the
LORD.
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20, SO pernaps ninting that surrenaer would enanle the men to stay with/
proted their wives and famili es and so avoid the horrors of rape, and the
bregking up ¢ families common when besieged cities fell. It was most
unlikely that surrender would asare this, but it was effedive
propaganda. "Hezeiah can't deliver you. The Lord can't deliver you. |
and my army can!" until | come and take you to a land.. of
CORN(/grain.. honey- The eperience of the eile of the men of
Samaria, would be vivid in the minds of the heaers.

Heze&iah.. mideading you when he says, The LORD will deliver us. Has
the god of any nation delivered his land from the king of Asgria-
Why shoud they trust in their unseen God, when the Asgy/rian army was
al too visible & their doar. Deu 4:35; 10:17, made it clea that the Lord
God d Israd alone was red, and the gods of the nations figments of
Imagination. Rab-Shakeh has sid the Lord had sent them against
Jerusalem and gven it into their hands. Now, with the glib asaurance of
the skilled propagandist, he asaures them that Gods are powerless
against the Assyrian armies anyway!

To crede doulis is the eay task of any Atheist. This can be dfedive
withou the aguments being consistent. His proud bast of self-
righteous slf-sufficiency and hisridiculing the posshility that the Lord
might control history is typicd of the materialist who says "God is on
the side of the big battalions." This is a dired challenge to God, and
God takes up the dalenge on kehalf of Hezekiah and those who have
put their trust in Him. Rab-Shakeh's arrogance dallenges Hezeiah to
abandontrust in the Lord, and this grengthens his expedation that the
Lord will defend His reputation and His people.

Where are the gods of Hamath, Arpad..? Have they- The gods
worshipped in Samaria - DELIVERED/rescued Samaria from my
hand? Who of all the gods.. has DELIVERED/been able to save his
land? How then can the LORD deliver Jerusalem from my hand-
This was less convincing to those who aready redised that only the
Lord God d Israd was in fad a GOD. And that He had, through His
prophets, often warned Israd that they must face «ile if they continued
unrepentant in their regjedion d loyal obedience to their God. All the
Gods are the same & far as the Asgyrians were concerned = nore of
them have stopped us/ can stop Ls.
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To the best of ther ability they had honoued the Lord in keeping the
Pasover, repairing the Temple, restoring its ervices, etc. And by
encouraging the remaining members of the Northern tribes to join them
in obedient Faith in the Lord God o Israd, 2 Chr 29:5-11; 30:21-27;
31:11-12, centred onJerusalem - The THRONE of the House of David,
and the TEMPLE of the Lord.

19:1-18 Hezekiah's Prayer to God 2 Chr 32:20; 1sa 37:1-35.

19:1-4 When King Heze&iah heard this, he tore his clothes, put on
sackcloth and went into the temple of the LORD- As he wasn't a
Priest perhaps means the Temple @urt, but desperate situations may
require desperate ad¢ion, and God deds with every man acording to his
heat motives. His heat's love for the Lord is e in hs instantly
turning to the Lord and seeking Him in His house in contrast to the
readions of Ahaz, Zedekiah, and Jehoiakim. Hezeiah went to the
temple to pou out his heat before the Lord - His grea concern was for
the NAME/ Reputation d the Lord which was linked with the future of
His people Israd, who were now threaened with disaster. He'd paid the
tribute money and hoped the Assgyrians would leave them alone, but the
money is gone, and Sennaderib still demands that he surrender.

He sent Eliakim.. Shebna.. and the leading priests, all wearing
sackcloth- The Palace ad Temple - the King's srvants and the Lord's
servants are both involved, and ouwardly expressng repentance
humility. This contrasts with the refusal of Ahazto trust the Lord. to the
prophet Isaiah- Who was known to be oppcsed to Israd looking for
salvation through pditicd help, Isa 10:5-19; 30:1-7; 31:1-9. Only if
they avoided pditica entanglements and reliance on godess Rulers
would God e freeto ad on their behalf. Heze&kiah counted onlsaiah,
like Moses or Samuel, being a man of God able to intercede powerfully
with God, and gve Gods advice & to what they shoud do in their
desperate situation, Ex 3231-32; Num 14:13-19; 1 Sam 7:8-9; Ps 99:6;
Jer 15:1. Often when God hed sent prophets to kings they, and their
message, were regeded by those kings. Hezeékiah adively seeks a
message from the Lord.
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may be God's oppatunity. When it comes to souls at the point of new-
birth, there is also a desperate neal that concern for Salvation daesn't
fade withou bringing them to life, and we must put ourselves and the
situationinto God's hands with all eanestness

It may be the LORD will hear- A cry of hope and despair. the words of
RAB-SHAKEH/the field commander.. sent to REPROACH/ridicule
the living God, and he will REPROVE/rebuke him- A candd
confesson that the nation and the amy are & feeble and helplessas the
Rab-shakeh had said they were. The Lord and His intervention is their
only hope. He a&nowledged that he is powerlessto match the Assyrian
army at his doa but hopes/ desires that God will demonstrate that
Sennacherib was wrong in claiming the Lord was as powerless as the
heahen idos. Therefore pray for the remnant- That a faithful
remnant was to be preserved by the Lord to become the future blessed
nation was reveded to Isaiah, whose son was to be cdled "Shea Jashub
- aremnant will return" (from Exile) Isa 7:3. As Isradites had fled to
Judah the surviving remnant in Jerusalem was aremnant of al Israd.

19:5-7 When King Hezekiah's officials came.. Isaiah said Tell your
master the LORD says- The form of God's authoritative statements in
al ages, Gen 151. Do not be afraid- Josh 1.6-9; 8:1; 11.6; 1 Ki 17:13;
2 Ki 6:16. of.. those words .. the SERVAN T S/underlings of the king
of Asgyria have blasphemed me.

| am going to SEND A BLAST/put such a spirit in him- Influence his
thinking, his interpretation d the news he heas, Josh 29-10; Judges
7:13-14; 1 Sam 16:14-16; 1 Ki 22:21-23; 2 Ki 7:6; 1sa19:14. that when
he hears a RUMOUR/certain report he will return to his own
country- And so gve up the siege of Jerusalem. Not the news of
Pharaoh Tirhakah, which he met by adion/ driving hm badk, but
disquieting news from the homeland, that, with the sudden deah of so
many in his army, would make him withdraw. and there | will CAUSE
HIM TO FALL /have him cut down with the sword- It happened
abou 20 yeas after his return, not having come bad to renew his attadk
on Jerusalem.

19:8-10 The field commander.. found the king fighting aganst Libnah-
Ladish had fallen aready, and capturing Libnah would make it hard for
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Sennadnerin clams 1o nave defeded the Egyptian army arealy at
Eltekeh, but makes no claim to have catured its leaders. They sean to
have re-formed, and were preparing to attadk him again.

he sent messengers.. Say to Hezekiah: Do not let the god you depend on
deceve you- He now acaises God d deceving Heze&iah with false
promises - asaurances which He can't fulfil. He's claiming that the Lord
IS not only too wed to proted them, He is deliberately deceving those
who trust Him! Perhaps the Assyrians were awvare that their previous
thred had driven Hezeiah to seek reasurance from the Lord, and that
he had receved it. Ther resporse is to say "Our assessnent of the
situation can't be wrong If your God has reasaured you that He will
deliver you, dont trust Him. He's just decaving you!"

The same aguments, but the tone is even more arogant in an attempt to
bluff a prompt surrender in case an Egyptian army did arrive and shift
the balance gainst the Asgyrians. The wea and tea on the hedth and
morale of the soldiers, and on the eguipment, may have dso been
obviously increasing as the campaign was prolonged by Hezeiah's
stubban resistance. Sennadherib's theology "I'm right, everyone dse is
wrong' determines his adions - as what they believe does with every
man.

19:11-13 Surely you have heard what the kings of Assyria have done to
all the wuntriess Masses of people were tortured, kill ed, deported,
replaced etc. Did the gods of the nations that were destroyed by my
forefathers deliver them- The dties cagptured in ealier Asgyrian
campaigns were still under their control in spite of anything the people
in those aties may have hoped their "gods' would dofor them in answer
to their prayers.

19:14-16 Hezekiah receaved the letter- The sending d the letter would
keg upthe presaure on Heze&iah. Many such letters have been found
went to the temple and spread it before the LORD- Seelsa 37:14-20.
He had passd on the oral message to Isaiah, and requested him to
intercede for them. Hezekiah is now faced with a further threa in
written form, and takes this to the Temple himself to adknowledge the
Lord, and pay for Him to deliver them from what the letter threaened.
The ideaof spreading the letter out before the Lord reminds us of our
neal to go ower before the Lord the situation exadly asit is, not to try to
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present, powertul Dellverer. And the people responang oy worshipping
Him as such, and encouraging the next generation to take up the joyful
resporsibiliti es of God's covenant.

Heze&iah- and Isaiah, 2 Chr 3220 prayed: O LORD, God of Isradl,
WHICH DWELLET H/enthroned between the derubim- Present
among His people, as He had promised, Ex 25.8; 1 Sam 4:4; 1 Ki 8:1-
11 Isaiah had withessd this, Isa 6. you alone are God over all the
kingdoms of the arth. You have made heaven and earth- Hezekiah
prays to God as being rea himin the Temple, in the Holy of Holies, and
so able to hea his voice and prayer. He remembers and adknowledges
that God is what He has reveded Himself as being, as recorded in His
Word - Creaor of Heaven and eath, and right now ruling ower al the
Kingdams of the world, Deu 4:32-40; 1sa42:8; 43:13; 45:18; Acts 4.24-
31, etc.

Give ar, O LORD.. open your eyes, O LORD- As we turn ou hea to
hea more dealy, Ps45:10, and dred our attention to seemore dealy,
Zedh 124; Dan 917-19. Such expressons may sound gaint to us
moderns, but they expressthe desire that God, who made eyes and eas,
exercise His own ability to take natice of the situation and make
appropriate resporse, asin Ps17:6; 71:2; 86:1; 116.2.

to the words Sennacherib has ®nt to REPROACH/insult the living
God- Having adknowledged God's greanessand dory, as the One ale
to ded with the situation and deliver Jerusalem, Hezeiah asks God in
His mercy to stoop davn to them, pay attention to their grea need and
do something abou it - As Solomon hed asked that He would, in his
dedicaion prayer. Sennacherib stands as oppased to, and mocker of,
God's people, and their God, 1 Sam 17:10, 36, 45.

19:17-19 It is true LORD the Asgrian kings have DESTROYED/laid
waste these nations- He recognises the truth of what Sennacherib has
written, but also the LIMITS of that truth - the small part THAT truth
playsin the total universe. They have thrown their godsinto thefire ..
for they were.. only wood and stone, THE WORK OF/fashioned by
men's hands- That men had made the images of al such gods, and hed
dore so from ideas creded in men's minds, makes it obvious to a
thougltful person that what men have aeded can do nahing to help
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19:19-28 God'sreply to Sennacherib 1sa37:21-35

(Sennacherib hadspoken to Hezekiah abou the Lord. Hezekah hadspoken to the
Lord abou Sennacherib. Now the Lord speaks to Hezekiah abou Sennacherib,
andthe Lord hasthe last word!)

19:20-21 Isaiah.. sent a message.. Thisis what the LORD.. says. | have
heard your prayer concerning Sennacherib king of Assyria- The
whole message deds with Sennacherib's arrogance against God. It's
written in the form of a Taunt Song, the poetic pattern makes it sound
well even today - and must have been much enjoyed when the
inhabitants of Jerusalem boasted their morale and their faith in the Lord
by singing it. Good hymns dill have that effed. God asares them He
will kegp Sennadherib from conquering Jerusalem.

Thisisthe word the LORD has goken.. The Virgin Daughter of Zion-
Sennadherib isright they are no match for hisarmy - Jerusalemisonly a
littl e girl fadng awell armed, battle hardened warrior. despises you and
LAUGHS AT/mocks you- Used in Num 15:31 o wilfully bresing
God's law and so hdding God's word in contempt. Sennacherib taunted
the Idol-gods with their powerlessessto proted their worshippers from
the Asgrian armies. A living King is more powerful than a lifeless
"god" But we& and despised as JFrusalem is de is confident in the
LIVING God, and His promises. The Asg/rian King has the mightiest
army of the time, but are mere men insulting Jerusalem and her God.
Her resporse is to laugh at them. God will respond ly cutting Assyria
downto size

The Daughter of Jerusalem tosses her head- See Job 164; Ps 227,
10925; Jer 18:16. asyou flee Run away.

19:22-24 Who is it you have REPROACHED/insulted and
blasphemed?.. in pride? Against the Holy One of Israel- SeePs 2:1-
12, 71:22; 7841; 1sa1:4; 5:18-24; 10:20, 12:6; Jer 50:29; 51:5, etc. God
had been blasphemed and He wouldn't tolerate that sin by Israd or the
nations.
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Matsor. 1heword Is smilar to Mizralm - Egypt, and may nint at It, but
Sennadcherib never seemsto have mnquered Egypt. Water is the greaest
natural resourcein thase lands. Egypt was said to be watered with ore's
fed as the farmer direded water from one small channel to the next by
treading onthe eath bank to make agap. Sennaderib baasts that no
man o feaure of Nature can stop hm doing what he wants to da He
simply ignares the wishes of men ar gods and takes and makes use of all
resources at will. But God alone can rightly clam to ascend to the
heights, chop davn the calars and dy up the streams at will, Ps 29:5;
36:5-9; 75.4-7; I1sa2:12-13; 19:1-15; Jer 2:13; 17:13; 51:36; Ezek 31:1-
18, Hos 13:15, Amos 2:9; Zedh 11:1-3.

Footnote **5 Cp the Assyrian baast recorded in Isa 10:13-14. That what is written there
is acarately quaed and recorded at the time was demonstrated when excavators
found the identicad words inscribed on stone in an Assgyrian palace The Assgyrian
towns were destroyed, and the sun-dried brick of their buildings becane day that
covered such inscriptions within 100yeas of Isaiah's deah. So noone @uld have
real that inscription, and written it in AFTER the eile. And certainly it's an odd
statement that no-one could have faked.

19:25-28 Have you not heard?- By saying this Rab-Shakeh had sneeaed
that Heze&kiah was ignaing well-known fads. God refleds that snee
badk at the Asg/rians - Sennaderib's triumphs were foreordained, and
so his efforts were irresistible to the limits of God's will. And would
ceae instantly when those limits were reated. Long ago!l HAVE
DONE/ ordained it.. now | have brought it to pass Shallow thinking
IS puzzled that a God o Love with puposes of blessng for His people
Israd shoud discipline them by using an even more sinful power, Hab
1:1-17. But perfed love requires that there be no bending d the rules,
no injustice in the outworking o the purposes of that love. What men
sow they must regp. Jacob the Chea, must be deaed by Laban and ke
partly crippled before he leans to walk with God. His purpases of grace
are caried ou by God who knavs men's thouglts, Ps 44;21; Dan 247,
Heb 4:12.

you have turned FENCED/fortified cities into RUINOUS HEAPS/piles
of stone- Often Assyrian armies |eft total destruction kehind them as can
be seen in Ladiish now that it has been excavated. The Asgyrians in
general, and Sennacherib in particular, had won gea victories,
terrorised and looted many lands. Their mistake was that they imagined
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cowaras Iney are liKe.. grass @routing on the rool bLASIED/
scorched before it grows up- A common sight in those dry lands when
what has flourished duing the winter rains faces the long rainless
summer. A vivid figure of empty promise soon dscredited. As the Lord
reminds them, all they have adieved and bast of was under HIS
Sovereignty, and by HIS permisson - including their chastisement of
His people Israd and Judah. The ae has no powver of its own so must
not boast against the man who swings it, Isa 10:15. They will soon
redise they are in fad helplessif/when they attempt to ad against His
will .

| know YOUR ABODE/where you stay- No-one hides from God. when
you come and go and how you rage aganst me- God is fully aware of
Asgyrias triumphs, and o the blasphemous insults, and would ad
acordingly. | will put my hook- Chach- ring. in your nose and my
BRIDLE/bit in your LIPS/mouth and | will TURN YOU BACK/
make you return by theway you came- It was Asgyrian custom to lead
cgptive princes with a hook a ring in their nose - as we would lead a
bull to keep it under control. The Asgyrians treded their captives as if
they were animals, 2 Chr 33:11; Amos 4:1-3. Cp Job 411-2; Isa 30:28;
37:29. A stone pillar excavated at Zenjiri pictures Esarhaddon leading
Tirhaka of Egypt, and Baalu of Tyre behind hm with hools or rings in
their noses.

19:29-31 This will be the sign.. This year you will eat what grows by
itself- Withou the farmer's cultivation and care. the second year what
springs from that. But in thethird year sow and reap.. and eat fruit-
God isn't promising immediate relief for the aty. Wars disrupt harvest,
and armies live off the land. Theinvasion has hindered the harvesting o
crops, but seed scatered from them will come up o itself and the
Asgyrians will be gore so they will be aleto harvest what has grown in
the negleded fields. In the third yea they will be freeto sow andreg in
peace After months of attadk onthe nation and threds to Jerusalem, it
would be mirade news to be promised recvery in threeyeas, and yeas
of peace ad prosperity to follow that. Hezekiah ddn't rgged God's sgn
as Ahaz had, Isa 7:1-14. God chastises badksliding bu is able to/ will
preserve His people & He deds with their enemies in Judgment. Cp the
future Day of Lord, when peace ad prosperity for Israd follows God's
intervention, I1sa26:20-21; Joel 3:9-18; Zech 123-9; 13:8-9; 14:1-15.
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establi shment of His promised Kingdam.

19:32-34 The LORD says concerming the king of Assyria: He will not
enter thiscity.. | will defend and save it- God's promises are true, and
all will be fulfill ed, but it's salutary to remember that later on the proud,
apostate inhabitants of Jerusalem wrondy claimed that this promise to
Heze&iah meant that no matter how they sinned against God He would
never let them be punished by their city falling and their going into
exile, Jer 7:1-15. for my sake and for the sake of David my servant-
Cp 1Ki 11:12-13 32, 36; 15:4; 2 Ki 8:19; 20:6. Not that Hezeiah's
attitude, prayer and adions were irrelevant. God aded on lehalf of His
people on the basis of His covenant with David, for David's ske. Yet it
was also true that becaise Hezekiah walked in the ways of his father
David it was posdble for the Lord to bring deliverance to him and to
|srad.

19:35-37 The Angel of Death 2 Chr 32:21-23, 1sa37:36-38

19:35-37 That night the angel of the LORD- The Lord's slent messenger,
In contrast to Sennadcherib's noisy boastful ones. See Ex 1212-13; 29
23. 2 Sam 24:1516; Rev 9:13-18. SMOTE/put to death a hundred
and eighty-five thousand men in the Assrrian camp. When the
people got up the next morning - there were all the dead bodies-
This is a huge loss of men, enoughto cripple an army. The Assyrians
make no mention d this - their records are paositive propaganda only -
They say they shut Hezekiah in Jerusalem like abird in a cae, but give
no reason for Sennacherib's sudden return hame to Assyria. The nature
of the angel of Deah's adionisn't told. **6 The fad that Hezeiah and
Jerusalem remained urconquered is beyond dspute.

So Sennacherib.. returned to Nineveh and DWELT /stayed- Yashab-
Settled davn and lived there for some time. About 20 yeas, but, as God
promised, he kept well away from Jerusalem. One day, while he was
wor shipping in the temple of his god Nisroch- Possbly the god the
Asgrians cdled Nusku, but it may refer to the main Assyrian god
Asarr, as LXX has Esdradh, or Asoradh. Apart from the problems of
trans ating the names of gods from one language to ancther the OT often
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20:1-11 Hezekiah Sick & healed 2 Chr 32:24-26; 1sa38:1-22.

20:1-3 Hez&iah.. SICK/ill.. The prophet Isaiah.. said.. the LORD says:
Put your housein order- Asin 2 Sam 17:23. For aking this included
arranging for a succesor. becuse you are going to die- Sometimes
God made astatement of what would happen that's intended to produce
aresporse that will enable Him to withdraw or postpone purishment, as
stated in Jer 26:2-4, andis e in Nineveh's repentance being accepted.
Cp Amos 7:1-6. But there's no suggestion that Hezekiah's approacing
deah was a judgment on hm. It's smply stated as a fad that he was
sick, and dying. Prayer in sickness etc doesn't oppcse God's will. The
problem and the prayer abou it, are bath included in God's will, 1 Ki
21:28-29; Ezek 33.13-16; Jas 5:15-16. God may make what is abou to
happen obvious © asto provoke prayer - Abraham/ Sodam, Gen 1816-
33.

Footnote **6 Josephus quaes the Greek historian Herodaus Bk 2:141 as saying the God
Vulcan delivered Egyptians from Sennacherib at Pelusium by sending mice through
his camp to ea up the quivers, bowstrings and leaher shield-straps © his ldiers
were unable to fight, and fled. This seemsto be an Egyptian dstorted memory of the
disaster. A modern suggestion is that it was rats carying and dying of buboric
plague that were seen aroundthe canp, and that the plague was resporsible for the
deahs. God can and daes use natura means to carry out His will, as He used winds
to shift the locust plague, and the water at the Red SeaCrossng, bu it's more God-
honouing to accept the Scripture record without trying to guessbeyondit.

Heze&iah turned his face to the wall- This may suggest an urwilli ngress
to facethe redities of life. and prayed to the LORD- To turn from
problemsto the Lord is aways good Remember O LORD, how | have
walked before you IN TRUTH/ faithfully.. Heze&iah wept bitterly-
For the Lord's intervention in the cae of illness e 4:22-37; 1 Ki
17:17-24. Heze&iah is gating the truth as he knew it, and he has groundcs
for his request as God has promised to answer the prayers of thase who
love Him with their heats, and honow Him with their lips and lives,
Deu 6.1-7; 2 Sam 22:18- 28, Ps50:14-15. His prayer foll ows the normal
pattern of OT prayers - He ates his own past charader/ behaviour, the
Lord's Mercy and that in view of both suggests it would be gpropriate
for him to have alonger life & God had promised, Ex 20:12; Deu 5:29;
30:16-18. As Manassh was 12 when he becane King, (unless that
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14./, baasna, 1 K1 16.Z. A less common word than Melek King. It
seams to refer to men being set by God ower His people Israd, and
therefore resporsible to lead them in God's ways. The LORD.. says: |
have heard your prayer and seen your tears | will heal- God aders
and ower-rules in al that happens in the universe. So whether we have
medicd help to use, or nat, it's the Lord who gves life, restores life, or
takesit. Cp Ex 15:26; 1sa57:17-18; Jer 33.6; Acts 9:34; 2 Tim 4:20.

On thethird day you will goto thetemple of the LORD- Heze&iah would
be well enoughto goto the Temple and gve thanks to God. In Jewish
tradition heding, resurredion, etc ae gpropriate on the third day, Hos
6:2. Certainly giving thanks and praise to the Lord for His mercy in
granting any blessng is appropriate, Ps 11612-19. | will add fifteen
years to your life- As Hezeiah ded abou 686 BC his sckness and
heding were not long after the siege. Lengthened days are areward for
honouing ore's parents, Ex 20:12. In a sense Hezeiah could be said to
have been honouing his parent David.

| will deliver you and thiscity from the hand of the king of Asyria- God
would proted the dty while Hezekiah lived. for the sake of my servant
David- See19:34; based on 2Sam 7:15-16. See &so 1 Ki 11:13; Acts
2:30. If even the leadership of a good King such as Heze&iah neaded
Gods geaa patience based on the Davidic Covenant/ promise, the
general apostasy was such that it could hardly be tolerable under a bad
king such as Manasseh. Even a good kng who loved God with all his
heat, as Heze&kiah dd, could continue only by the generous mercy of
Godin keeping His promises.

20:7-8 TAKE A LUMP/Prepare a poultice of figs- A rareword used in a
text foundin Ras Shamra which mentions araisin poutice being used to
cure ahorse. A physicd medicinal pouticeis used to effed/ symbadlise
the heding, but a miraaulous sgn confirms the full message. They..
applied it to the boil- The word suggests inflammeation, SeeEx 9:9-11;
Lev 13:18-20, 23; Deu 2835; Job 27. he recmvered.

Hezeiah asked What will be the sign the LORD will heal- It's right for
the statements God makes to be acceted in simple faith. But it's not
unusua for those given promises to ask a confirming sign - Abraham's
covenant, Gideon's commissoning, etc. Ahaz in unlelief had refused
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WIS € addlladuOWw yave dl ifdcaloln G uic pasxayc Ol ullice, OF e(uipitict it
on aroof top for studying the movement of the sun and stars built by
Ahaz who was interested in star worship/ fortune telling. Like the sun,
as fiown by the shadow, Hezeiah had been sinking towards the night
of deah. He wants this reversed so he can go UP to the temple of God's
presence and Hessng Heding would be turning the dock of his life
bad, but the main pant is that the forward movement of the shadow
could be mnsidered lessof amirade. **7 Isaiah CRIED UNTO/called
upon the LORD, and the LORD made the shadow go back.

20:12-19 Babyloniansvisit Hezekiah 2 Chr 32:27-31, 1sa39:1-8

(Chronicles geaks of Hezeliah's great possssons of gold, silver, spices, grain
etc, and hs pride and repentance withou mentioning the Babylonian envoys.
Isaiah has the full story as here.)

20:12- At that time Merodach-Baladan- Marduk-appla-addinna to the
Babylonians. king of Babylon- He ruled in Babylon from 721-710BC,
and again for six months in 703702 BC, but considered himself to be
King d Babylon even when Sennaderib had driven him out into Elam/
Persa. He ntinued to harass the Assgrians and work towards
regaining the throne of Babylon. His envoys coming to Hezekiah fits
well with hisdesireto gain alliesand stir up oppaitionto Assyria.

Footnote **7 Our modern minds tend to look for a scientific explanation as to howv God
may have made any mirade happen. Sitting in my office one dternoonl was dartled
to seethe shadow of atree cat on the wall move badkwards and forwards abou 20
degrees - as narrow wisps of cloud pssed aaossthe faceof the sun!

sent Hezekiah letters and a gft- Normal diplomacgy. because he heard of
Hezeiah'sillness And d his siccesdul resistance to Assyria, making
him a potential ally. Josephus s1ggested this was the main reason for the
contad. Their coming acknowledged that the Lord God d Israd had
aded on ther behalf succesdully against Sennacherib, so Hezekiah
wasn't just a petty kingtoo far away to be useful.

Heze&kiah recaved the messengers and showed them all- To have
acamulated such treasure means me prosperous yeas must have
pased since Hezekiah had stripped the Temple, Palace etc to buy off
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nonouing nm. AlS palacenlstreasures HiS, has an ominousring. 1ne
petty glorying in material wedth seansto have aowded ou gloryingin
God and the grea Mercy and deliverance God had granted to him.
Hezeiah repented after being challenged by Isaiah, and the judgment
was postpored, 2 Chr 32:25-26. We dso ned to repent when we've felt
flattered and proudy displayed ou successes.

20:14-18 Isaiah.. to Hez&iah, Where did they come from?.. What did
they se€? They saw everything.. Hear the word of the LORD..
everything will be arried to Babylon- Hezeéiah saw them as admirers
of himself and hs treasures. God throughlsaiah drew badk the aurtain
on the present and the future, reveding them as ying ou the land,
looking for help against Assyria, perhaps, but just as eager for Imperial
power and loat as the Assyrians had been. Isaiah as God's messenger
was consistently against poaliticd aliances for Gods people Israd,
Insisting they must trust in the Lord, and nd eathly rulers.

Some of your descendants.. will become aunuchs in the palace of the
king of Babylon- Hezekiah's pride is rebuked with a solemn warning o
Impending doom. He had risen to the dhalenge of the Asgyrians, and o
expeded deah, but he fails to med THIS crisis with prayer and faith.
Perhaps cutting short his life would have been an ad of mercy as he had
outlived his adive faith in God. 100 yeas will run their course before
the judgment will fall and the Babylonians take Judah into exile, but it's
this no-longer-inspired-by-God-and-His-Word man who lrings up
Manasseh into Kingship. And Manassh is at the end d alife that had
been all disgrace ad dsaster before he mmes to terms with God. All of
God's ®rvants are warned na to become weay in dang God's will, Gal
6:9.

20:19-21 Theword of the LORD isgoad.. peaceand TRUTH/seaurity in
my lifetime- Self-centredness content with its own welfare and
indifferent to the future is a disgraceto those whove enjoyed a grea
deliverance from God, as Hez&kiah had - and we have spiritually. It
would sean from 2 Chr 32:27-33 that Hezeiah made good se of the
remaining yeas of peace ad denty, but withou any spiritual ambition
to rescue his descendants from beacoming the slaves of Babylon. God
foretell s the future with a view to His people using that knowledge to
repent/ intercede for God to deliver those we love from the evil that may
be the logicd consequence of the way we have lived.
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deliverance thal had seen Hez&lan througnit. NIs VN succealed NiM
as king- From his response to the Babylonian Embassy onwards, he has
ceaed to be the spiritually alert, humble petitioner and oleyer of the
Lord God d Israd. Hislife has run ou, and asonwho krew nothing o
his father as he had been in his girituall y-minded younger days took the
throne, and as Rehobaam foll owed nahing o Solomon's ealy life, so it
will be with Manassh.

21:1-26 Manassh 2 Chr 33:1-20
(The bodk of Kings beganwith a GOOD King, who went BAD, Sdomon. Under
Rehoboan the Northern tribes broke away, andincreasingly provoked God by
going further and further into apatasy. This in spite of all God, throughHis
servants sich as Elij ah andElisha, could doin the way of appeal, purishment,
1Ki 18, a mercy, 1314-23; 1 Ki 20, unil Godfinaly rid Hisland d them.

The kngs of Judahvaried, bu the Lord stayed with them out of faithfulnessto His
promises to David even after Jehoshaphd's alliance with Ahab brough Baal
worship into Judah.But from the time of Ahaz, who refused to deal with the
Lord, Isa 7:10-12, it's obvious that the promised Seed of David will not be one
of the ordinary successon d Kings in Jerusalem. Their time is runnng ou
towards exle as they increasingy turn from God. The Lord will intervene
afresh with achild ban o a virgin, o David's ®al, whoisalso a Son g/en,
and whose reign d total Righteousness and unasailable Peace will |ast
foreve, Isa 7& 9.

Hezekah undyr agonsing pesaure from Sennacherib opened by Faith a dow of
Deliverance for Israel, bu had acepted that after his death apastasy and
exle were inevitable. Sckened by the spiritual, moral and social disaster that
resulted from Manassh's apacstasy, the gody and Josiah made a last attempt
to appy andlive within God's Law. This entrenched in the heart and mind o
the Remnart, in Exile and Return, the @mnvictionthat God done was God, that
obedience to His Law/ revealed will alone was acceptable behaviour. And
above all else that the Holiness and Hessdness of Life that was God's
purpose for Israel, would come only from His Mercy to Israel, according to
His Covenarts and pomises, through the Person d His Messah, when He
came. Hezekah shows how godiness under pressaure an Hdessa courtry -
Manasseh hav along and posperous reign can lring dsaster.)

21:1-3 Manassh was twelve years old when he became king.. reigned
fifty-five years- We're not told how it was that so younga son, born
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thing was thal he did evil In the sight of the Lord. 1he Ass/rian KIngs
list him as paying tribute to them, and contributing troops to
Ashurbhanipal's army which subdued an Egyptian revolt by Tirhaka in
661 BC. Asgyriawas at its greaest - it ruled al the land as far West as
Upper Egypt. As they didnt make vassal states change their religion
Manasseh must have chosen to reverse the good hs father had dorg,
18:3-5. Many things must have happened duing Manasseh's long reign,
but the book d Kings continues to concentrate on the matters of
spiritual/ long-term importance for Israd's welfare - whether or not any
king co-operated with God in furthering His plans for the blessng o
His people. He dhose to worship and live a the Canaanites had dore, or
worse, becaise he had knowvn better, Amos 2:9-10. Exile for Israd had
bemme inevitable. See &so 161-4; 17.7-23.

He rebuilt- Literaly hereturned and bult. Meaning nd merely areversal to
the evil ways of Ahaz but also a persistent adionin dang so. the high
places Heze&kiah had destroyed- He may have excused this because
ealier kings had worshipped the Lord at them, but it soon kecomes
obwvious that it was oppasition to the worship of the LORD, in any shape
or form that was moving his adions. he erec¢ed altars to Baal and A
GROVE/an Asherah pole, as Ahab.. had done- Deu 1621, 1 Ki
16:30-34. The only king d Judah condemned in this way. He
WORSHIPPED/ bowed down to the starry hosts- Jer 8:2; Zeph 15.
CpDeu 17.3.

21:4-6 He built altars in the temple.. of which the LORD had said, In
Jerusalem | will put my Name- His Name, what the Lord chose to
name Himself in relation to Israd, the name that reveded His charader
to them, Ex 20:24; Deu 125-6; 1 Ki 8:16-19; 11:36; 14:21.

In both courts- There was ONE Temple oourt, but this may mean that the
"middle o@urt,” 20:4, linking the palace a&ad the Temple had altars
placal in it. of the temple of the LORD, he built altarsto the starry
hosts- Worshipped by the Canaanites and surroundng rations along
with the Queen of Heaven, Jer 7:17-18, etc. The worship of the stars
was popuar in Asgria and Babylon aso. He defiantly insulted the Lord
in the very Temple which had been set apart as holy to His Name, and
which the Lord had honoued with His presence, 1 Ki 8:10. Manassh
wasn't content merely to follow Jerobcam, Ahab, or Ahaz He was an
original and credive enthusiast in the at and pradice of Apostasy. He
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reveaed AImMselt 10 HIS peopie Israd, and omised to gude those who
wished to walk in obkedient fellowship with Him. Manasseh, and many
others rejeded this privilege & it has moral requirements - the guidance
Isguidancein HIS WAY S, which gve no comfort to those who wish to
be gredaly, sdf-indugent, cruel, or self-righteous. Today men have no
excuse for looking for guidance other than to God, as the promised
Reveder has come, Lev 1821; Deu 189-18. He did much evil in the
eyes of the LORD, provoking him to anger.

21:7-9 He took the GRAVEN IMAGE OF THE GROVE/carved
Asherah pole- An unwua expresson. It suggests Manassh went to
considerable expense/ troulde to oltain an impressve image that would
be seen as taking ower the placeof the Lord in Histemple. and put it in
the temple of which the LORD had said.. In this temple.. | will put
my Name forever- This promise, and the peace seaurity wedth and
happiness that went with it required Israd on her part to honou the
Lord with loving resped and obkedience, Deu 6:1-25. God haes promised
to live in peace aong His people forever, if they would serve Him in
righteousness 21:8; 2 Sam 7:10-13; 1 Ki 8:16; 9:1-5.

| will not agan make the fed of the Israelites MOVE/wander.. if only
they will OBSERVE/be areful to do everything | commanded
them.. But the people did not HEARKEN/listen- Manasseh led them
in their apostasy, but they adively suppated and encouraged him in it.
Leaders and followers ai ke share aedit/ blame for whatever isdorein a
nation, church, community or family. Manassh SEDUCED/led them
astray so they did more evil than the nations the LORD had
destroyed before the Israelites- The Canaanites left some knowledge
of their evil ways, Deu 1229-31; 1 Ki 14:22-24. Those Isradites with
rebelli ous, self-indugent heats defied their Redeemer and Lord, and
looked for ways to learn abou and imitate those religions and pradices.
Aswarned in Lev 18:28; 20:22 they becane so corrupted that the land
would vamit them out also. Manasseh's rgjedion d the Hezeiah-David
style of leadership dsowned God's covenant with David, 2 Sam 7:7-17;
Jer 2:9-13; Amos 9:7-11. Defili ng with idolatry the Sanctuary chosen by
the Lord, Deu 121-32; 1 Ki 9:1-9, was argjedion d the Covenant, and
meant the promised land was forfeited, Deu 2849-63.

21:10-12 The LORD said through prophets- They aren't named, it's what
they SAID was important. They had warned that under God's covenant
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palace adtemple.

21:1315 | will stretch out over Jerusalem the measuring line used
aganst Samaria and the plumb line used aganst the house of Ahab-
1 Ki 14:10; 21:21-22; 2 Ki 9:8-10. The house of David having identified
itself with the House of Ahab, will share the fate of the house of Ahab,
1:1-4; 8:25-27. This had almost happened in 11:1-3. Note dso the
statement made later that Jeconiah was to be regarded as the end d
David's line - None of his ®ed would prosper reigning onthe throne of
Judah, Jer 22:30; Ezek 21:27. And when Mesdah/ the Christ came, He
was of the sead of David, but nat of the family line that had ruled onthe
throne of Judah since the time of Solomon, as Mary His mother was
descended through Nathan son d David, Lk 3:31. Usually measuring
and dumb lines are used in the caeful construction d buildings, Zedh
1:16. Here they indicate that God will make aplanned and thoroughjob
of destroying Jerusalem, 1sa 28:17; 34:11; Lam 2:8; Amos 7:7-9. Like a
building shown to be dangerously out of line, it will be amptied, as
Samaria had been, 17,5-18.

| will wipeout Jerusalem as.. adish.. turning it upside down- Like adish
with vile contents God will turn Jerusalem upside down so that the
rottenness can be drained away to the last drop, Isa 34:11; Jer 51:34;
Amos 7:7-9. | will forsake the remnant- 194; 30-31 of my
inheritanceand hand them over to their enemies- Cp Judges 3:2-9.

They will be A PREY/looted and plundered- 13.3; 17:20; Deu 127,
becuse they have done evil.. from.. Egypt until thisday- It's possble
to focus attention onthe BEST/ more Godly times in Israd's history and
seelsrad as only recently relapsing into sin and apostasy, Jer 2:1-3. But
it was truer to say the Bible records that God had constantly to
discipline and punsh His wilfully disobedient people. And orly His
grea mercy, and His determination to acammplish His purposes, enabled
Him to continue to work with them. See Ps 106, and Stephen's srmon
InActs 7. **8

21:16-18 Manassh shed much innocent blood- That is he killed many
people who ddnt deserve to de. God-honouing and goodliving
people who may have aiticised his worshipping iddls etc. God's Law
gave protedion to the defencdesspoar, widows and children. Religious
apostasy removes this protedion from the poa and from the good
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13:33-35.

besidesthe sin that he had caused Judah to commit, so that they did evil
in the eyes of the LORD- Their being under the rule of Asgyria could
be seen as discrediting the Lord - so reverting to Canaanite religion may
have made sense to them - Apaostates think that way. Thase who regjed/
ignae God, and His reveded will, which refleds His righteousness
truth and mercy, naturally fall i nto wickedness lies, and cruelty, 9:7, 26.

other events of Manassh's reign.. written- Among thase not mentioned
in Kingsis his being suspeded of disloyalty and dragged off to Babylon
where he repented, and asked the Lord to be set free His prayer was
granted. On returning to Jerusalem he strengthened its defences, took
away idals from the Temple, etc, and re-established its worship. Any
attempts he made to dired Judah bad into oledient faith in the Lord
were of little dfed, it seans, 2 Chr 33:11-20. Many in dd age regret
their godess and anti-god adions only to find that their family and
asciates who hed been so willi ng to follow them as they went away
from God and His will, refuse to follow them in repentance, and the
witnessof their life'swork continuesto be evil.

Footnote **8 It's also easy for usto view the ealy church through rose-tinted glasses, bu
the NT records at best only partia obedience to the Lord, grea variations from
church to church, and everywhere an urending struggle to wean the saints away from
self-righteous Jewish legalism, and Pagan careless ®lf-indugence The Ephesian
church was honoued with an Epistle which spread before them the glories of their
pasition in the dernal purposes of God. Yet before long Paul recrds they have
turned away from him and presumably the teading of his epistle to them, 2 Tim
1:15. And for al their outward show of zed for doctrinal purity, and energetic self-
saaificing labousfor God, the Lord gives asimilar verdict onthem, Rev 2:1-7.

Manasseh.. buried in.. garden of Uzza- It may have been Uzzah's garden
but in Hebrew thinkingit'slikely the nameis gelled Uzzato asociate it
with the Uzzawho irreverently touched the Ark of God, and was gruck
dead, 2 Sam 6:1-8. Amon his n succealed him as king.

21:19-26 Amon 2 Chr 33:21-25
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WIth S0lomon and Heze&lan we can see the numan follles of seit-
centred Pride. But with Manasseh we just seehim doing what he wanted
to da

He walked in all the ways of his father.. He forsook- Azab- Divorced the
LORD, the God of his fathers- Chronicles adds that he copied his
Father's defiant sins, but not his repentance and restoration.

21:23-26 Amon's officials.. assasgnated the king- Possbly murdered by a
Pro-Asgyria, or Pro-Egypt fadion. Ashur-bhanipal led an army to
Phoenicia & this time, and seems to have alded to the foreigners eent to
Samaria, Ezra 4:10. Or it may have been provoked by his blatant
idolatry. Whatever the motive behind the murder of Amon, the fad is
that he hadn't eaned any right to long life by seeking the Lord and
faithfully serving Him. His ealy deah gave alonger reignto Josiah and
spared the lad the influence of an evil father - part of Gods mercy to
Judah at this time that provided agody example, and encouragement for
al time.

The people- Kings and privileged classs rise and fall, but the bulk of the
people dange lessrapidly as ther limited wedth and freedom makes
them lesseasily corrupted by the fads of the nation's elite. kill ed all who
plotted aganst King Amon.. made Josiah king- Asin 1114, 18, 20, a
popuar movement among the people put the boy on his rightful throne,
and orce more the house of David and the God-appanted Priest of the
Lord are used of God to show what He can dofor His people. In hm a
last attempt is made to live by God's Law. In fad it seansto have taken
until Josiah for the atempt to be made to make the Law in its written
and cetalled form well-known, and central to the life of the nation. It
fails, as in hindsight we know from Rom 8:3 it must fail, but at least a
gallant attempt was made.

22:1-23:30. Josiah 2 Chr 34:1-3, 8-28

(Jeremiah spoke well of Josiah, Jer 22:15-16. Zephariah was also working & this
time, Zeph 1 1. It was an important stage of Israel’'s history. Their time as an
independent Nation was runnng ou as apastasy was making Exil e inevitable.
But God was working to prepare a remnart who understood andloved His
Law, who would be willi ng to abandondadlatry, andreturn to the land, na as
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aganst the aurrent of apostasy.

Paliti cally Josiah hadconsiderable freedom of action & Asgria, under attack
from Babylon andthe Medes, held its Western provinces loosely, and Egypt
wasn't yet strongenoughto pwsh Northwards. So e was freeto rule as a real
king, and, ly faith, daed to exet at least moral/ spiritual authority over the
Northern tribes as well .)

22.1-2 Josiah= Founced of Jah o Yaweh has given. eight years old
became king.. reigned thirty-one years. His mother's name was
Jedidah- Beloved of the Lord, as Solomon was, 2 Sam 12:25. He did
right in the eyes of the LORD.. walked in all the ways of his father
David- As the ided King, and as promised in 1 Ki 13:2. Unqualified
commendation, as with Hezekiah, 18:3. not turning aside- Whally and
fully walking the path of God's reveded will, Deu 5:31-33; 17:11-20;
28.14.

When he was sxteen (8th year of reign) he beganto seekthe Lord, 2Chr 34:3. The
teen years are aitical for the work of God in anyone's life. Teenagers are
often ursure of themselves/ the diredionin life theyll take Pray that theywill
like bsiah, hear andfollow the Lord. When he was 20 Josiah beganto destroy
idols iddl altars, 2 Chr 34:4-7. That he was able to dothis s1ggests there was
widespread revival among the people. Josiah "MADE eveyonre in Jerusalem
pledge themselvesto it," 2 Chr 34:32. But with many the revval was dallow -
it was easy to join in the Pasver Feast heartily when that involved eating a
great provision d freemeat, 2 Chr 35:7-13.

2 Ki 22.3-7 18h Year- When he was 26 yeas old. Josiah sent the
SCRIBE/secrgary Shaphan- Seethe influence of his ons Ahikam, Jer
26:24, Gemariah, Jer 36:10-25, and Grandson Gedaliah, Jer 39:14. to
the temple of the LORD. Go to Hilkiah= Yaweh is my portion. the
high priest- Earlier cdled ssmply THE Priest. It's unlikely that this
Hilkiah, who came from Jerusalem, was Hil kiah the father of Jeremiah
the prophet who came from Anathoth, Jer 1:1-2.

have him SUM/get ready the SILVER/money.. the doorkeepers have
GATHERED/colleded from the people- A pulic olledion, with
Palacesupervision, as st up by Joash, which had worked well, 12:4-16.
Have them DELIVER/entrust it to.. the workers.. purchase timber
and HEWN/ dres=d stone to repair the temple. THERE WAS NO
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not keging It, 10.51. Amazaan commenaed 1or Keeping It, 14:o. 1srad
condemned for ignaing the Law, 17:13-14, 34-37; 1812, Heze&kiah
commended for keegping it, 18:6, after reforms based onDeu 121-7.

The bodk was to be ket beside the Ark, Deu 3126, where it was safe, bu
inaccessble - except to the High Priest once a year on Atonement Day. No
proper Day of Atonement could have been kept during the later years of
Manassh's reign, so presumably no High Priest was freeto enter the Holy of
Holies. To have drawn Manasseh's attention to the bodk, as Hilkiah haddore
now, would have invited its destruction. Every seveith year that copy of the
Law wasto be read pubicly to the Nation's Leaders, and pople, Deu 31.9-13.
Manassh would have forbidden that, and pobaldy had ary other copies of
the Law destroyed.

The point made here is that this bodk made available a predse and acurate
knowledge of God's Law freed from the vaguenesstypical of knowledge passed
on aally. Here we have the sharp impact of re-discovered Law, in asociety in
which reading, writing andfoll owing written instructions had kecome normal.
Therelation d God andHis people, under the Covenarts of Abraham, Moses,
and David, was a devdoping, and orgoing thing, bu much of the ntents
andlanguagp of the Pentateuch aren't such that they ould be derived from the
nationd and religious life of Israel in the days of the Monarchy but would
have grown naurally out of the nomadic life in the wil derness

in the temple of the LORD- Apparently the bookwas easily identified. The
Priests in the temple would have memorised the Law that direded their
functions, including the innovations made by David and Solomon, 1 Ki
10:12; 1 Chr 15:16; 2 Chr 35:15, etc. (I've met a Y emenite Rabbi who
seaned to be aleto qude thewhoe OT from memory.)

Footnote **9 "JOSHUA WROTE THESE WORDS/rewrded these things IN THE
BOOK OF THE LAW," Josh 2426, reaed nad mean that he alded Laws to those
written by Moses - merely that he noted ona @py of the book the fad of their re-
affirming of the Covenant.

The book may have been foundin with the silver when the temple repair
colledion chest was emptied. It may have been hidden there during the
reign d Manasseh, and the dest may not have been opened for many
yeas as giving for and repairing the Temple had ceased. **10
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When the king heard the words of the Law, he tore his CLOTHEY
robes- Cp 1837. His giritua understanding and his submisson to the
reveded will of God is clea in this respornse. Contrast this with the
adion d Jehoiakim who cut up page dter page of the warning God gave
him personally throughJeremiah, Jer 36:24. The greanessof the fail ure,
sin, and cefiant folly of the nation stood ou clealy when facel by the
standard of the written Law of God. The extent of their sin, and the
inevitability of Judgment was clea. Note the readions of Hilkiah -
Regoicing at the recovery of a Temple treasure; Shaphan - Realing a
book capably; Josiah - eanestly repenting on feaing what God hed to
say. All threeplay their part, but Josiah'sis vital.

He COMM ANDED/gave these orders to Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam,
Acbor, Shaphan.. and Asaiah the king's attendant- Ebed Meledh-
Servant of the King, atitle often foundstamped onjar handles, seds etc,
from the time. Go inquire of the LORD for me and for.. Judah about
what is written in this book. Great is the Lord's WRATH/anger..
aganst us- The national and royal sins are largely in the past, but God's
anger remains in the present, so there is an urgent need to knowv what
must be dore to lessen that anger, and patpone/ avoid Judgment. And
to find anything further the Lord might want to say to them.

Footnote **10 Liberal Theologians say Hilkiah etc wrote this book scroll themselves, bu
that they pretended it was written by Moses, so as to further their own ideas abou
God and religion. Theologians beaome wedthy and famous by speaulating abou the
Bible in such ways, bu their attitude to Scripture means that God and His Word
never becmes red to them. Cp Mt 22:23-29. Their own ignorance of God, and lack
of resped for the truth, move them to susped Hilkiah of fraud. There ARE problems,
and any fod can ask questions that no wise man can answer, bu any alternatives to
believing the statements of Gods Word as they stand are equally vulnerable to
guestions and doulbs. As critics are caeful not to obey Gods Word, and so dorit
experience its power to transform and Hess they do nd sean to redise how
ridiculousit isto claim that something which has been such a blessng to mankindin
all ages, was produced by selfish deceversandliars, Mt 7:16-20.

our fathers have not HEARKENED TO/obeyed the words of this book-
Heaing Deu 2815-26, 29:25-28, would gve a ¢ea impresson that this
was 9, and move him to take urgent adion. Cp the warnings given
Solomon in 1 Ki 2:1-4; 9:1-9. Until now warnings had come oraly,
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22:14-1/7 RilKian the priest, Ahnikam- A priest wno refped Jeremian, Jer
26:24, and was Gedaliah's father, 25:24; Jer 39:14. Acbor, Shaphan
and Asaiah went to speak to the prophetess Nebaiah. Femae
prophets were rare. **11 Josiah looks to a prophet for confirmation o
the way the Law applied to the then state of the nation d Israd. This
adion acords with Ex 2320-23, as well as current experience with
prophets.

Huldah.. wife of Shallum.. son of Harhas- Possbly Jeremiah's uncle, Jer
32.6. kegoer of the wardrobe- Roya wardrobe? Temple wardrobe? Cp
10:22. We're nat told why the Lord's message was expeded through her
rather than Jeremiah, whase ministry as a prophet had begun 5yeas
ealier, Jer 1:2, or Zephaniah, Zeph 11. Nabi- male prophets are
mentioned in 232. Perhaps die spoke for God in the centre of national
life, rather as Elisha had dore. Jeremiah was an ousider, from Anathaoth,
denourting the evils of the government bureaucracy, rather as Elijah
and Amos had dore. But beyondwondering why People, and God, aded
the way they did a surer leson is that God is Sovereign, and we dl
shoud in ou heats own Christ as Lord, and ke ready to spea for Him,
whoever we ae, right wherewelive, 1 Pet 3:15, as Huldah dd.

She lived in Jerusalem, in the COLLE GE/Semnd District- Mishneh-
Repetition. **12 The new subub West of the aty of David and the
Temple quarter, Zeph 1:10. SeeMishnehin Neh 39, 12; 11:9, 17. Being
a houwsewife in a subub doesn't make boredom, and "Sububan
Neurosis' inevitable. Jerusalem had expanded to accommodate the
increase of popuation associated with the success of King Hezeiah's
eff orts to attadh to Jerusalem the Godly survivors from Israd, 2 Chr 30.
It's estimated that 25000 people lived within Jerusalem's extended
walls. See 2 Ki 24:14. (M Broshi "The Expansion d Jerusalem"
pulished in 1974)

Footnote **11 Nebaiah is used 6x - of Miriam, Deborah, Isaiah's wife, and Noadiah.
Nabi= Male Prophet is used 31%. The other word for prophet/ see is used orly of
men, 3&.

Foaotnate **12 That the Mishneh was the name of a Jerusalem subub was unknown to
the KJV tranglators, so they translated "Who dwelt in the COLLEGE." They did this
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against His will, to avorce God, soO He no longer has any control over
them, or resporsibility to provide for them. Cp 21.22; 1 Ki 9:1-9; 11:33,
etc. burned incense to aher gods- 16:4. provoked meto anger- 21.6,
15. by idols.. my WRATH/anger.. will not be quenched- Cp Jer 7:20.
The warnings given to the Kings and people of Israd, and their
fulfilment in the fall and exile of Samaria, would make it easy for Josiah
and Judah to understand that God hed passed the same verdict on them -
and that unlessthey changed dramaticaly Judgment must soon fall on
them, 17:7-41. Deu 2815-68 will be fulfill ed.

22:18-20 Tell the king.. Because your heart was TENDER/responsive
and you humbled yourself before the Lord when you heard what |
have spoken.. that they would become accursed- Qelalah- mocked,
treged as worthless because you.. wept in my presence- Cp 203.
Therefore | will gather you to your fathers- His body/ bores visibly
added to thaose of his ancestors in the family tomb. When the expresson
Isused in Scripture thereis also, at least at times, a hint of life with them
after Deah.

You will be buried in peace- Peacewith God, even if he died in battle.
Your eyes will not seethe EVIL/disaster | am going to bring on this
place- Although gonginto battle might not have been God's preference
for him, but awilful human adion such as all of us are prone to, an ealy
deah may be God's gracein preserving someone from being in a much
worse tragedy, 1 Ki 14:12-13. Cp the delay in judgment on Ahab
because of his repentance, 1 Ki 21:27-28. Josiah's readion makes a
difference, but only to his personal fate. As with Hezekiah Josiah will be
spared the agony expressed in the book Lamentations.

Footnote **12 (Continued) because Mishneh- Repetition can mean schod as a place
where lesons are repeaed, as well as a subub - the repetition o the dty. As King
Manasseh (previous chapter) after 55 yeas effort had amost totally suppressd the
knowledge and worship of the Lord, to the extent that a copy of the Scriptures being
foundwas a dramatic surprise, the ideaof such a "Bible College,” makes no sense.
That did na prevent someone receitly writing a delightful fantasy abou Huldah's
life a& "President of the Theologicd College of Jerusalem,” which pictured her as
deding with important religious delegations from Egypt, Babylonia, etc! Enthusiasts
for apulic role for women in the church haveto struggeto "find" such in Scripture.
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will ad acording to the principles He dedared in the Law, Deu 4:29
31, 30:1-3, and taken up ky Solomon in his dedicaion d the temple
prayer, 2 Chr 6:24-39. Sinceae repentance is acceted, defers
punishment/ brings blessng. She brings God's righteous verdict up to
date as it appliesto the spedfic situation unar King Josiah. His genuine
repentance and regret at the gostasy is recgnised as a fador in the
situation, and God will righteously postpore the enforcement of His
Judgment until after his deah. Even though e is King, the bulk of the
people will continue to ad godesdy, and their punshment is inevitable,
no matter who intercedes for them. Cp Jer 15:4; Ezek 14:14-23.

23:1-20 Joesiah ObeystheLaw 2 Chr 34:4-7, 29-33
(Josiah's desire to serve the Lord moved him to repair the temple, which
uncovered the Book of the Law which enaded him to serve the Lord more
effedivdy. Lifeislikethat, Mt 25:28-29))

23:1-3 The king called together all the dders of Judah and Jerusalem-
Enlisting the suppat of the people & a whole in energetic spiritual
obediencel faith. Hezekiah had been content with the asarance that
God's udgment would be postpored urtil after his deah. Josiah takes
up the promise that God heas the prayer of those who repent, and is
eager to show mercy, andforgive. Like Joshua, Josh 241-27, Josiah was
determined to take positive adion to bring the nation to repentance and
renewal of Covenant Obedience so that God wouldn't need to ded with
them in Judgment. Cp Solomon, 1 Ki 8:10-61.

He went to the temple of the LORD with.. all the people.. He read in
their hearing dal the words of the Book of the Covenant- In
obedience to Deu 319-13. Deuteronamy was "The Book d the
Covenant," as well as "The Book d the Law." In it God's revelation o
Himself and His dedings with Israd were summarised and set before
them by Moses at the end d his long life, Deu 52-3; 29:1-28. In
ignarance, and with littl e more than a selfish desire for God's blessngs
with minimal contad with Him, their parents had sworn to be God's
people, Ex 197-8; 20:18-19. At the dose of Deuteronamy, Moses,
having diven hame to them the lesons which 40 yeas in the
wilderness had taught them, demanded that they choaose to be God's
people with all the aurses and Hesdng that involved, and enter the
promised land onthat basis, or not. And they had chosen to renew the
covenant with God, for themselves, and on lehalf of their descendants.
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TO PERFORM/confirming the words of the cmvenant written in this
book- Moses had made dea that honouing and deasing God was a
matter of the total commitment of one's inner being, not a matter of
forma outward adions, Deu 4.29; 6:5; 10:12; 11:13-14; 13.3; 26:16;
30:2-10. Josiah made that personal confessory commitment.

Then all the people STOOD TO/pledged themselves to the avenant-
Literally, and symbodlicdly, saying their "Amen," Deu 27.11-26; Jer
34:17-21. As Moses, Deu 2912, and Joshua had dore, Josiah stood as
the mediator for the renewing d the Covenant. He and the people
pulicly committed themselves to be God's obedient people, 11:17; Deu
6:17; 1 Ki 2:3. This was appropriate dter their open apostasy. After
their national experience of 800 yeas they could understand what it
meant to be God's people in away impossble in the time of Moses. And
they pledged themselves to that covenant. The use of all three words
Mitsvah=  Commandment; Eduth= Testimonies, or witnesss;, and
Chuqgqgal= Statutes, makes it clea that the commitment was to the
totality of God's reveded will/ the Law.

Israd was once more nationally "On trad" and in fell owship with the Lord
God d Israd, in the path of Hiswill/ t he fulfilment of His purpases. The
nation, under the kings that foll owed, would again turn aside from God,
but those who returned from Exil e treasured the ided of Israd livingin
obedience to the "Book d the Law." This produced a nation ready for
the ooming d Mesdah, as rearded in the Gospels. For the record of
other renewals of the Covenant see Deu 299-29; Josh 241-27, 2 Ki
11:17.

Footnote **13 The Law was to be read to everyone:- Men and women, as husbands and
wives needed to rule their home by God's Law. Children, whose God-given curiosity
needs to be satisfied by God's answers nat by parental whims. Thank God for our
"Samuels’ who at times challenge our learned deadness and inconsistency in ddang
what we know of God's will. Strangers were to be made welcome, and taught the
basis of the life of Gods people and Gods loving concern for their welfare, Lev
23.22, etc, Jn 1016. The heaers were to learn= adjust their thinking to God's truth,
fear= resped, and observe= Follow caefully. If we dont observe traffic laws we
may end in court, or in haspital. The slightest hints of God's Word are rewarding to
those who trust and obey, Jn 1317; Jas 1:25.
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He burned them- Limestone, commonly used In Jerusalem, crumoles 1Nto
powder when heaed. Other types of stone shatter. outside Jerusalem in
the fields- Shedemah. Terraces, level places. of the Kidron Valley-
Anything thrown ou from the temple would roll down the stego slopes.

took the ashes to Bethel- Abou 12 miles/ 19 Km north of Jerusalem, to
defil e the shrine there. Bethel was under the Governor of the Asgyrian
province of Samaria, but the Assyrian Empire was unsettled.

He PUT DOWN/did away with the IDOLATROUS/pagan priests
ORDAINED/ appointed by the kings of Judah to burn incense on
the high places of the towns of Judah- Apart from being conveniently
close such locd worship of God was freeto adjust to suit the felt needs
and tastes of all shades of religious belief. But by sharing in such
worship they automaticdly drifted away from God, and His Word. Asin
Christendom where churches adapted to human religious ideas become
useful to people/ the State, and uselessfor God.

who burned incense to Baal, to the sun and moon, to the PLANETSY
constellations- Mazallah- Station a mansion? This word was later
asciated with the signs of the Zodiac The Revival was destructive of
ldolatry, superstition, and worship at "High Places." These had been
used ariginaly for worshipping Bad and Asherah, the Male and Female
"Sex-gods' of Canaanite Religion.

He BROUGHT OUT THE GROVE/Asherah pole from the temple of
the LORD to the Kidron Valley.. STAMPED IT SMALL /ground it
to powder- This reduced it from the form used in false worship, into
formlessess symbdlising total rejedion d the worship in which it had
been used. scattered the dust over the graves of the common people-
Archaeology has $iown that the Kidron valley was already in use & a
cemetery at this gage. A suitable placefor the symbals of iddatry to
die!

He BRAKE/tore down the HOUSES/quarters of the SODOMITES male
shrine prostitutes- Qadesh-. Masculine form. Set apart ones- Set apart
from normal life to serve Bad and Asherah, to take part in the foul
rituals of that fertility cult. See Gen 3821-22; Deu 2317. While these
are strongy condemned, no cetails of the religion and its pradices are
given. which were in the temple of the LORD and where women
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al the gates- Ihese provided worsnip oppatunities tor Iragers/
Travellers.

Although the priests of the high places did not serve at- Hebrew Come
up to. the altar of the LORD in Jerusalem, they ate unleavened
bread with their fellow priests- ALL priests were provided for under
the Law, Deu 186-8, including those disqualified as a result of having
physicd defeds, Lev 21:16-23. The shrine priests brought to Jerusalem
may have been viewed as having spiritual defeds. Josiah confirmed
their right to live off the Lord's Service but not to participate in it. (See
notes at the end showing evidence of this dug up ly Archaeologists at
Arad where the shrine priests belonged to famili es which served in the
Temple.)

23:10-11 He DEFILE D/desecrated Topheth.. so no one ould use it to
sacrificehis son or daughter in the fire to Moledh- 17:31; Deu 1231;
Jer 7:31; 19:5. It's puzZing that some commentators sy there's no non
biblicd evidence for people burning their children. On the ntrary,
excavation d the Tophet a Carthage produced thousands of jars
containing the burned bores of infants, along with the names of those
who hed off ered them and statements that this "Moled" (Offering) was
made to Bad and His Asherah (Locdly cdled Tanit) using at times the
same terms used in Jeremiah, etc. Bar 84/2, 84/3.

He TOOK AWAY /removed from the entrance to the temple of the
L ORD the horses.. dedicated to the sun- Ezek 8:16. A number of clay
horses, with sun-disks on their foreheads have been excavated in the
Ophel areaof Jerusalem, and also at Hazor, etc. Bar 78/2. Archaeology
has confirmed that horses were regularly associated with the worship of
the Sun, Stars etc in Ancient Babylonia and Assyria. Josiah then
burned the dhariots dedicated to the sun.

23:12-14 He pulled down the altars the kings of Judah- For Josiah al
traditions that broke God's Law were regjeded. had ereaed on the roof-
These were used in worshipping star gods, 21:3-5; Jer 19:13; Zeph 15.
and the altars Manassh had built in the two courts of the temple of
the LORD- 21:4-5. BRAKE THEM DOWN/smashed them to pieces
and threw the DUST/rubbleinto the Kidron.
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aesiranle, neals to be matched Dy the removal of 1d01s fTrom the heats or
men. Cp Puritan revival in England, etc.

23:15-18 Even the altar at Bethel- Used in Golden Calf worship, 1 Ki
12:25-13:5. Josiah took advantage of the wedk state of the Asgyrian
Empire to cleanse the worship in the High Places used by the surviving
Isradites - Those who 60yeas before had been invited by Hezekiah to
come and cdebrate a Pasover at Jerusalem. Nothing is sid abou
interfering with the worship of the Heahen who hed replacel the
Isradites in Samaria and its surroundng courtryside which would be
the main concern of the Assyrian Governor of Samaria. In 2 Chr 34:6-7
the daim is made that Josiah extended his influence & far north as
Naphtali. Nothingis said of battles, setting upadministration, etc. Josiah
provided spiritual leadership for the descendants of thase tribes having
some spiritual ties with Jerusalem. Jerusalem held a similar leadership
over the dispersed Jews in NT times. Josiah treaed Israd as ONE
undvided nation - in asense restored it to that state.

He burned.. ground it to powder- Some commentators sy confidently
that it'simposgble to bun aHigh Place As noted ealier, limestone was
commonly used in bulding, and fire quickly makes it crumble. He
destroyed all worship sitesin Israd. His zed for cleansing the land from
idolatry is shown by the fad that often words like "Destroyed," "broke
down," etc. are written doube to intensify their meaning. and burned
the GROVE/Asherah pole- Worship associated with pllars and
Asherim were forbidden in Deu 7.5; 12:3; 16:21-22.

Josiah.. had bones.. burned on the altar to defile it- Contad with dead
bodes being dfiling, Num 19:16-19. Josiah defiled, as well as
destroyed places of false worship. in accordance with the word of the
LORD proclaimed by the man of God- 1 Kings 13:1-5. The king
asked, What isthat TITLE /tombstone- A monument or grave marker.
Cp Ja 3121 It marks the tomb of the man of God who..
pronounced.. the very things you have done and of the prophet who
had come from Samaria- That is from Israd, which after Omri built
Samaria & his cgpital becane known as Samaria.

23:19-20 As he had done at Bethel, Josiah removed and defiled all the
HOUSES/shrines.. the kings of Israel had built.. SLEW/slaughtered
the priests of those high places on the altars- Josiah obeys Deu 136-
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territory once more qualified for the keging d the Covenant, and heis
now freeto take paositive adionto oley it.

23:21-27 Josiah's Pasover 2 Chr 35:1-19

23.:21-23 The king gawe this order: KEEP/Celebrate the Passover to the
LORD your God, asit iswritten in this Book of the Covenant- The
destruction d false religion was esential. We can't obey the Lord in the
pasitive things withou cutting df the sinful things and associations
which would dsqualify us from the pasitive obedience Not only did he
energeticdly stir the Priests and Levites to oley both the spirit and the
letter of the Law, he made sure that even the poaest residents and
visitors would have amemorable feast by donating thousands of animals
to be killed and eaen as PeaceOfferings, in addition to the Passover
Lambs. Chronicles adds that as the Levites no longer had to cary the
Ark they were to take resporsibility to kill the Pasover Lambs for the
people in general, and for the Priests, Singers, and Gate-keepers who
were busy doing their own work. This was sen as being appropriate to
the Law of Moses, although diff erent from the original.

Not since the days of the judges- Josh 510-12 is the last record of the
Pasover being kept before that kept by Hezekiah. nor throughout the
days of the kings.. had any such Passover been observed- A similar
claim is made for the Passover kept under Hezeiah, 2 Chr 30:1-27. But
Heze&iah foundit impossble to keg the Pasover in corred form, 2
Chr 30:2-3; 17-20. Here, as we would exped of those who were paying
attention to the written Law, all detail s were foll owed, and this made the
occasion unque. Also the feast of unleavened lbread was corredly
asciated with Josiah's Pasver, Deu 161-8; 2 Chr 35:17. Originally
the Passover was a family festival with the father killi ng the animal and
teating the meaning d the feast, Ex 121-13:16. Under Josiah it
becane dosely assciated with the Temple, priests and levites, 2 Chr
35:10-19. This centralising d the ceebration d the Passover may well
have been a step forward towards the Coming day when Christ the
Lamb of God, would be THE Passover Lamb, saaificed at Jerusalem.

Footnote **14 Some will seeJosiah as too rerrow-minded, but once dternative religions
are sea as accetable the validity of false religion become astomatic. And self is left
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oppatunity It springs up again from the roots whnicn lie oburied In the
sinful, rebel heats of the community. the IMAGES/household gods-
Teraphim. These household gods had been in use in Jacob's househald,
before he buried them, Gen 351-4, so the tradition was an dd ore. They
were & times used in dvining; etc, Judges 17:5; 1 Sam 19:13-16. the
idols- 21:21. and other detestablethings- 23:13; 1 Ki 11.5-7.

This he did to fulfil the requirements of the law written in the book
Hilkiah.. had discovered in the temple of the LORD- Spiritism was
totally condemned for Gods people, Lev 1931, 20:27; Deu 1811
Josiah showed that God's word could be fully obeyed, in spite of al the
compromise and apostasy acamulated under the Kings snce David.
This didnt make blesgnginevitable. It did make gyostasy culpable.

Neither before nor after Josiah was there a king like him who turned to
the LORD - with all his heart.. soul.. strength- Hezekiah is praised in
the same way, 18:5. Josiah stoodwith Hezekiah and David in hiswhole-
heated love for the Lord, but there were unique feaures in the life of
ead. Unlike the others, Josiah's love for the lord was direded by his
knowledge of the Law into detailed obedience in accordance with all
the Law of Moses- The predse words of Gods Law written ou by
Moses, rather than loyalty to vague memories! The whole Law, moral,
ceremonia, etc is at times cdled the Law of Moses, and at other times
the Law of God. In fell owship with the Lord, he deansed Jerusalem and
Judah from al outward idolatry etc. But although this was dore &
thorougHy as possble it did na remove the cnsequences of previous
apostasy - presumably because the HEARTS of the people were not with
Josiah in the OUTWARD reformes.

23:26-27 Nevertheless the LORD did not turn away from.. his fierce
anger.. because of all Manasseh had done to provoke him- The writer
of Kings, as Paul did later, made ahabit of saying all the goodthings he
could abou God's srvants, the Kings. In this they refled the dtitude of
the Lord Himself, as e in Rev 2 and 3 But negative fads are dso
given. Having paised a good kng, the negative But.. is added. Here it
seans that Josiah has dore dl that was possble for a King to doin
heat-love for the Lord, and in ouward obedience to the Law. But the
grim fad remains that no Gody man - Prophet, Priest or King - can
change the heats of other men. He has no right to owver-rule their will s
in the things of God. Josiah has dore dl he shoud, and could da The
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214, (7 1 Kl o:l6; 9:0-9. 1hevery symool of GOds presence anong H1Is
people must be destroyed, as they have despised and rejeded the redity
of His presence anongthem - turned their badks on the Lord even when
worshippingin His Temple courts, Ezek 8:16.

23:28-30 Death of Josiah 2 Chr 35:20-27

23:28-30 aher events.. written- Attention is concentrated onthe spiritual
side of Josiah's life and adion. If he did extend hs padliticd control over
the whole aeaof the 12 tribes, that was far lessimportant than that he
set his heat to love and oley hisLord, acordingto all he could lean of
the reveded will of the Lord. The dfed of his examplein THAT, in his
own generation, and davn urtil today in the record of Scripture, is the
thing that made his life valuable to us, and to the glory of God. 12 yeas
aren't commented on It's easy for 30 yea olds to settle down into
comfortable selfishness Solomon difted into apostasy, as did Asa,
Jehashaphat, Joash, and Uzziah. The only King who gew spiritualy in
old age seans to have been Manasseh, and he did so orly when he could
sink nolower, 2 Chr 33. Mature Christians also risk complacency. In
Nature maturity easily slides into deca. Being filled with the Holy
Spirit/ letting God's Word dwell in us richly, walking humbly with God,
and joyfully with ou fellow-believers is our safeguard, Eph 518-21;
Col 3:1517.

While Josiah was king- 31st Yea/ 39yrs old. Pharach New king of
Egypt went up to the Euphrates AGAINST/to help.. Asgria-
Nineveh had fallen, and the Asg/rian King Ashur-uballit with his army
retreged westward. Nedo attempted to extend his own empire north,
taking ower the western Asg/rian empire with o withou the -
operation d the Asgyrians. King Josiah marched out AGAINST
HIM/to med him in battle- Perhaps believing he owed loyalty to
Asgy/ria. OR wished to prevent the Asgyrians receving help from Egypt,
OR resented the presence of foreign armies in God's land, OR asumed
that, as he had oleyed the Law, God must use him to drive out the
ungody. But, his adion was unredistic. No army he could raise could
hope to defea the Egyptian army. Chronicles adds that Neo asaured
him he wasn't attacking Judah, and that to opp®e his adion was to
oppce God. Josiah ignaed this warning, and led his army against
Nedho. Perhaps aiming at POLITICAL greaness in addition to the
spiritual greanessGod had gven him. God may spe&k to us throughthe
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23:30-25:30 The L ast Days of the Kingdom of Judah
(The Revival ended with Josiah's death. Like David who he dhose to follow, he'd
served his generation in God's will, Acts 13:36. In the rest of the bodk the
tragic evaits unfold in astate of dull, resigned inevitahility.)

23:30-34 Jehoahaz of Judah Chr 36:1-4 Jer 22:11-12

23:31-33 the people took Jehoahaz= Jah has sized, His persona name
was Shallum, Jer 22:11. son of Josiah and anointed him king.. king..
three months. His mother's name was Hamutal daughter of
Jeremiah from Libnah- As distinct from Jeremiah of Anathoth, the
prophet. He did evil- Three months was long enoughto show that he
was snking badk into the old ways of Manasseh, etc.. Neo put him in
chains at Riblah- Necho haed gore on North after the battle with Josiah
and may have ordered Jehoahaz to report to him there. Obviously he
wasn't acceptable to Egypt, athoughthey may have merely wanted to
show that THEY were in charge. he imposed on Judah a
TRIBUTE/levy of a hundred talents of silver and a talent of gald.

23:34-24:7 Jehoiakim of Judah 2 Chr 36:4-8

23:34-35 Nem made Eliakim= God has established, king.. and changed
Eliakim's name to Jehoiakim= Jah has established. To change
someone's name proclaims one's power over him - as with Mattaniah.
Perhaps preferring this form as they may have daimed the LORD was
on their side. He took Jehoahaz off to Egypt, and he died- Cp Jer
22:10-12. Jehoiakim paid Nea the silver and god he demanded..
exacted- The Hebrew givestheimpresson d harshly enforced taxation.

23:36-37 Jehoiakim twenty-five.. becaame king.. reigned eleven years.
did evil.. as his fathers- We lean from Jeremiah that he oppressd the
people to buld himself a new palace threaened and klled Gods
prophets, Jer 22:13-19; 26:1-24. When challenged by God's message
dictated by Jeremiah he burned the scroll, Jer 36:20-26. Josiah's reform
Is dead. Jehaiakim will die & helived - in dsgrace Jer 22:19. See &so
Jer 8:4-12; 10:1-10; 11:1-17; 12210-12,13:1-17; 18:1-20; 23:1-2, 9-40;
25.1-7; 26:20-23.

24:1-5 Nebuchadnezzr - Nabu-kudduiusur- May the god Nabu poted my
boundry stone. So more rredly spelled Nebuchadrezza, as in
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raigers.. to adestroy Juaan- Jer 5o0.11. I he bapylonians encouraged
other states to raid and loot Judah. It cost Babylonia nothing, and
wedkened Judah for the invasion which would come when Babylonia
was ready. Judah was on the frontier with Egypt, but would get little
help from the Egyptians against such raids, if ever. While rebuilding hs
army Nebuchadnezza strengthened his hold onArabia, and so could stir
up the Trans-Jordan Kingdans to attak Judah - as part of God's
promised resporse to Manassh's defiant sinning, Jer 15:1-9; Hab 1:2-6;
Zeph 14-13; 3:1-7.

in accordance with the word of the LORD proclaimed by his srvants
the prophets- The events are described in the terms of God's promised
judgment, 21:12-15. They were dso the natural result of Jehoiakim's
bre&king his oath of allegiance What MAN does, is part of what GOD
Isdoing, and there ae both moral and spiritual fadors in the sowing and
reging involved. The prophets had warned Judah that continuing
apostasy would lead to its destruction. according to the Lord's
command.. because of the sins of Manas<h.. including the shedding
of innocent blood- Both a aquel aa of tyranny against men, Jer 22:17,
and a defiant bre&ing o God's law. For he had filled Jerusalem with
innocent blood, and the LORD was not willi ng to PARDON/for give-
Egypt was unable to help Judah - still a broken reed. The Lord was
unable to help Judah, as their sins had separated them from their God.

24:6-7 Jehoiakim rested with his fathers- His burial isn't mentioned here.
Jer 22:19; 36:30, say he was thrown ou of Jerusalem and gven the
unmourned burial of an ass presumably by a Pro-Babylonian fadion. 2
Chr 36:5-7 implies he was taken to Babylon. How these fit together is
left unclea in the brief summary given here. Jehoiachin= Jehovah/
Yaweh is firm. Yaukin, in the Babylonian records. Also cdled
Jechonah, abbreviated to Coniah in KJV Jer 22:24. his n succealed
him as king. The king o Egypt did not march out from his own
country agan.

24:8-17 Jehoiachin of Judah 2 Chr 36:9-10; Jer 29:1-3

24:8-13 Jehoiachin eighteen years old- 2 Chr 36:9 has 8. reigned three
months. He did evil in the gyes of the LORD- See23:37; Jer 22:24-30;
Ezek 17:12-24. The officers of Nebuchadnezzr.. advanced on
Jerusalem and THE CITY WAS BESIEGED/laid siege to it.

52



L ORD and the royal palace

24:14-17 He arried into exile the officers, fighting men, craftsmen - a
total of ten thousand. Only the poorest of the land were left- Those
withou status or skills to be useful in rebelling. took Jehoiachin
captiveto Babylon.. the king's mother, wives, officials- This had been
prophesied, Jer 22:24-27. Babylonian clay tablets have been dug up
recording supdies of barley, and dive ail to Jehoiadchin (As Yaukin
king d Judah) and hs five sons. Daniel and hs friends were taken as
hastages to Babylon, Dan 1:1-2; Ezek 1:1-3, to add to his bureaucracy.
Judah was left leaderless except for Jeremiah, and some princes loyal to
Babylon.

seven thousand fighting men- to serve in Babylon's army.. a thousand
craftsmen and artisans- See &so Jer 52.28. As with the deportations
from Samaria this removed from Judah all the best, and most useful of
the people, leaving kehind orly those likely to be mntent to drudge
aong as vassls of Babylonia. It was the end d the Kingdam, the
beginning d Exile, dthoughatoken kingdan remained. Thisis pictured
vividly in Jer 24:1-10. He made Mattaniah= Gift of Yaweh.
Jehoiachin's uncle, king.. changed his name to Zedekiah=
Jehovah/Yahweh is righteous. This may have been intended as a
dedaration that Nebuchadnezza's adion hed been a demonstration o
the Lord's righteousnessin keguing His promise.

24:18-25:21 Zedekiah of Judah/ Fall of Jerusalem 2 Chr 36:11-
21; Jer 39:1-10; 52:1-30.

(And with it the total destruction d the Temple and city, and the end d the
Kingdam and rule of David's natural descendarts. This is a factual accourt
with littl e spiritual comment as that has already been covered in 2327; 24:2-
4, 2Q etc, echoing Deu 28 36; Lev26:33.)

24:18-20 Zedekiah twenty-one.. became king, reigned eleven years
Judah had lost the Negev to Edom, Jer 13:18-19, and almost all men
with experience in lealership, defence or useful work. The situation
was restlesswith pro-Egyptian agitators, and false prophets girring up
the people. Jeremiah continued to oppae dl such, Jer 27. The writer of
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whnen resistance was obviously nopeless | he over-al effea ensured that
Jerusalem was totall y destroyed, and a thoroughemptying d the land in
exile resulted, as God had promised.

because of the Lord's anger all this happened- See 1 Chr 36:12-14.
Zedekiah wouldn't obey Gods word through Jeremiah. He broke his
oath to Nebuchadnezza, and alowed idolatrous worship to be
introduced to the temple. He thrust them from his presence Zedekiah
rebelled aganst the king of Babylon- In spite of Jeremiah's frequent
warnings, Jer 21:1-10; 27:1-11; 34:1-3; 37.6-10; 38:14-28, not that
Babylon was invincible, but that God had ordained them to the role of
exeauting His judgment on apostate Judah. False prophets asaured the
people God wouldn't allow His Temple and city to be destroyed, Jer
5:12; 14:13; and the exiles would soonreturn, Jer 28:1-20. Zedekiah and
Judah continued in stupid, stubban spiritual apostasy, and pditi cd
rebellion, **15 having leaned nahing undr the dastening hand o
Godto this date. Cp Ezek chapters 1-24, 33-34.

25:1-3 In the ninth year of Zedekiah's reign, on the tenth day o the
tenth month- Instead of the vague "In those/his days," 24:1, etc of
ealier chapters the record is now stated carefully as yea, month, day.
Thisis the pattern in Ezekiel and Haggai. At the human level it refleds
the fad that the writer is operating in a more sophisticated culture where
acarate records are important. God's time-schedule for the out-working
of His purpases remains as always perfed - things happen in the fulness
of time, the right time, no matter how delayed they may seem to His
people. The Ladish letters give some detail s of the fall of fortresscities
andthe sending o officials to Egypt.

Nebuchadnezzar marched aganst Jerusalem- This doesn't deny that he
may have stayed at his headquarters at Riblah. It was his will, his army
even though e was ading through hs generals. The third and last siege
of Jerusalem began Jan 588BC, Jer 39:1-2; 52:4-6; Ezek 24:1-2, and
lasted ore and ahalf yeas.

He PITCHED/encamped outside the dty and built FORT S/siege wor ks-
Siege Towers higher than the walls © that the defenders had no
protedion from the arows of the dtaders. all around it keeping all
movement under observation. At least at first they allowed deserters to
leave the aty, 25:11; Jer 38:19; 39:9, but no food a peoplein, Jer 38:2-
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the letters discovered at Ladiisn mentions that In 589 the then Pharaoh Apries/
Hophra was co-operating with Koriah the Commander in chief of Judah. Tyre
rebell ed also and was besieged for 13 yeas. Ammon also rebell ed.

25:4-7 The dty wall was broken through- The Hebrew is brief and
digointed bu it seans the Babylonians broke INTO the aty at the
easily-attadked nath side and the King and his mobil e units broke OUT
on the South side, away from the main bettle. the army fled at night
through the gate between the two walls- Seelsa 22:11. toward the
Arabah- Down the Kidron valley - perhaps hopng to join forces with
BedisKing d Ammonwho hed also rebell ed against Babylonia, SeeJer
27:1-7.

the Babylonian army overtook him in the plains of Jericho- The placeof
Israd's first victory on entering the land is the placeof their last defea
before eile from it. his oldiers were SCATTERED- To avoid
cgpture. The Edomites may have dso attacdked them at this gage,
Obadiah, 1:2-14. He was taken to the king of Babylon at Riblah,
where THEY GAVE JUDGMENT/sentence was pronounced on
him- The normal way of describing a lawful trial and sentence The
Babylonians weren't as ruthlessand lrutal asthe Asgyrians. As Jremiah
had asaured hm, ealy surrender would have saved bah himself and
Jerusalem, Jer 38:14-28. They Kill ed the sons of Zedekiah before his
eyes. Then they put out his eyes, bound him with bronze shackles
and took him to Babylon- As a condemned cath-breger, and rebel. So
he was taken to Babylon, but didn't see Babylon, Ezek 1213. Tyrants
often fall victim to stronger tyrants, and are treaed with brutal justice

25:8-10 Nebuzaradan commander of the imperial guard.. came to
Jerusalem- A month after the aty fell. No douli he dedt out justice
with the future peaceof the Babylonian Empire in mind. God used him
for the justice and future blesang d His Empire. He BURNT/set fire to
the temple of the LORD- Mentioned first as the Lord's abandormment of
His temple was central to His allowing the dty to be destroyed, Ezek
8:1-11:23. the roya palace. every GREAT MAN'S
HOUSE/important building burned down- There ae few remains
from pre-Exile Jerusalem. The Babylonian army.. broke down the
walls around Jerusalem- SeeNeh 213-18. Thefall of Jerusalem/ exile
of Judah, predicted in 1 Ki 9:6-9; Isa 39:1-8; Jer 7:1-16; Ezek 20:1-49;
Amos 2:4-5; 6:1-7; Mic 3:12, Zeph 14-13, had come & last. God's
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towns and Milages were aandored at this time. vvhen the eiles
returned Ezra and Nehemiah say nothing d those sufficiently Jewish to
join in with them. The Babylonians broke up the BRASSbronze
pillars.. the BRASEN/bronze Sea.. carried the BRASSbronze to
Babylon. Ahazhad already removed the bronzebulls, 16:17.

25:15-17 The commander.. took away the censers, sprinkling bowls of
gold or silver- Listed as returning with Zerubbabel, Ezra 1:7-11. The
detailed information seems to have come from records. The bronze.
was more than could be weighed- See 1 Ki 7:1545; Jer 52:17-23.
(There ae differencesin Jeremiah, perhaps because of different ways of
counting what was the aown, and what the pillar, or different-sized
cubits.)

25:18-21 The coommander of the guard took as prisoners Seraiah- His
son Jehozadak was taken to Babylon, Ezra 7:1-5, and becane the
Grandfather of Ezra. the dief priest- Rosh Kohen. The first time this
title isused. (The HIGH, literally GREAT- Gadd Priest, in 1210; 224,
8; 234, atitle used from Lev 21:10, onwards.) The Chief Priest is used
in 1Chr 27:5; 2 Chr 19:11; 26:20; 31:10; Ezra7:5; Neh 127; Jer 52:24.

Zephaniah the priest next in rank- Zedekiah's agent against Jeremiah, Jer
21:1; 29:25, etc. .. five royal advisers- Those who saw the King's face
officer in charge of conscripting- The official responsible for raising
the amy which had fough the Babylonians. sixty of his men found in
city.. brought them to the king of Babylon at Riblah.. SLEW
THEM/had them exeauted. So Judah went into captivity- That is, as
in 17.23, the removal of the dite who gve the land its eaa charader
means that the nation hes ceased to exist as a distinctive unit. The poar
(Spiritualy/ Culturaly/ Financially) of the land, are much the same in
any courtry. But unlike the Asgyrians, the Babylonians didn't repopuate
Judah with ousiders. Some would move in from surroundng lands, but
the land would remain largely empty/ under-used awaiting the return of
Exil es.

25:22-26 Gedaliah, Governor under Babylon Jer 40:5-41:3

25:22-24 Nebuchadnezzar.. appointed Gedaliah- Son d Jeremiah's
defender, Jer 26:24, and seems to have been an honouwable man, Jer
40:7-16. son of Shaphan- Who hed shared in Josiah's reform 22:12.
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thetimeit fell.

Footnote **16 Sed stamps on wine jar handles show that the surroundng area supgied
wine to the Babylonian court and forces. Bar 97/5 A sed stamped "Gedaliah whois
over the house," has been found at Lacdhish, and he is mentioned on an inscribed
patsherd foundat the fortressof Arad. A sed with arooster, and the name Jaazaniah,
servant of the King has been found rea Mizpah. The nameisinscribed on pdsherds
at Arad, asisthat of Seraiah son d Tachumeth. BAR 93/2.

Gedaliah SWARE/took an oath to reasaure them.. Settle down in the
land and serve the king of Babylon, and it will go well with you-
Don't continue & guerill afighters, preying onthe peasants. Settle down
as productive workers loyal to the Government which God has permitted
to be set up. Cp Jeremiah's message to the eiles, with God's Word that
the Exile would last 70 yeas, Jer 29:4-10. He went to Mizpah to suppat
Gedaliah, Jer 40:1-10. Jeremiah adds that refugees who hed fled to
Moab, Ammon, and Edom, returned to their land. Also that Johanan
asked permisson to kill Ishmad because Bedis of Ammon (still in
rebellion against Nebuchadnezza) had paid him to stir up further
rebellion by murdering Gedaliah. Gedaliah refused to believe this, Jer
40:11-16.

25:25 In the seventh month.. Ishmael.. who was of roya blood, came
with ten men- The smallest army unit in Israd. and assassnated
Gedaliah and the men of Judah and Babylonians who were with
him at Mizpah- At the same time he daughtered men from Shedhem,
Shiloh, and Samaria, Jer 41:1-15. Ishmad may have been claiming the
throne.

All the people.. with the army officers, fled to Egypt for fear of the
Babylonians- Pharaoh Hophra was anti-Babylonian, and would
welcome them. **17 Jerusalem had fallen as he had foretold, but they
refused to believe Jeremiah when he asaured them in God's name the
innocent wouldn't be punished. They dragged him off to Egypt with
them, Jer 41:16-43:13. Contrary to the wishes of the King d Babylon,
the continuing apostasy of the nation and their murdering d an innacent
good man was over-ruled by God so that there was no continuity with
the State & st up by those who returned. In 582BC The Babylonians
took away afurther 745 Judeans, and made Judeapart of the province of
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were Or Lev.) BOU rad pormised a GesLaillall Of bavid would reigr ioreva,
and Moses had promised/ Sdomon had payed for a repentance and areturn
from Exile, 1 Ki 8:46-53. So,David's family must survive, and ke known to
survive so that God's purposes can ke seen to have been fulfill ed, as per Mt 1
Genealogy. God's original covenart with Abraham was uncondtiond, and
there were uncondtiond aspeds in the promise made to David, 2 San 7:15
16.1sa 7 and Yakes these up in the face of Ahaz disowning the Lord andthe
Covenart.

Footnote **17 The Elephantine Papyri show that there were Jewish settlements in Egypt
in the time of Ezra and Nehemiah. Bar 95/3

Jehoiachin may have ontinued to be recognised in Judah & the last legitimate
King asjar handes gamped "Eliakim servant of Yokine," have been found.By
Gods Mercy the Godly returned from exle detached from iddatry, and
robbed of false self-confidence, as rewrded in Ezra, Nehemiah, Hagga,
Zedhariah, andMalachi. As they strugded aganst the tendency to apctasy,
andlooked ahead to God's interventionin Judgment and mercy, Josiah set out
for them the SPIRITUAL pattern of Messah the King, a Cyrus hints at the
POLITICAL pattern, Isa 4428-45.5. But Messah's reforms will be real, and
permanent, because He deals with hidden sin, andthe transformation o men's
hearts, Jar 3:6-18, Hab 12-4;, Zeph 12-2:3. Only by Gods sending His
Servant-Messah, can anew basis/ a new covenart be established, Jar 31:31-
34. And the nation refusing to accept their Messah, rged and crucify Him to
makethat new basis possble.

25:27-30 In the thirty-seventh year of the CAPTIVITY/exile of
Jehoiachin.. Evil-Merodach- Nebuchadnezza's n and successor
Awel-Marduk. became king of Babylon- He reigned for abou 2 yeas,
562-560. BC. A change of rulers often brings a dhange of padlicy, andin
this case what Solomon had prayed for, 1 Ki 8:50, happened. he
released Jehoiachin from prison.. gave him a seat of honour higher
than the other kings.. in Babylon- Under Babylonian pdicy they were
still regarded as kings of their courtry, and perhaps in a sense &
legitimatising Babylonian rule over their courtries as if Babylon was
ading ontheir behalf. A hierarchy of such kingsis assumed.

So Jehoiachin put aside his prison clothes and.. ate at the king's table-
Not necessarily in the presence of the King d Babylon, athoughthere
may have been occasions when cagptive kings were present at a royal
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resistance to 1daoiatry. Fresumanly Jehocaain was gill allve wnen this
was written. The parallel passage in Jer 52:34 mentions his deah, so
may have been written later.

Appendix | The Samaritans The centre of resistance to Assria had leen

Samaria, and it was the centre for deportation, and re-popuation by
foreigners. The Samaritan religion was g/ncretistic (mixed) from the first. The
writers of Kings and Ezra-Nehemiah concentrated on panting ou what was
WRONG with Samaritanreligion, andmakeit clear that Judahcould exped to
get no goodfrom the Samaritans, excet to regard them as warning examples.
There were goodreasons for Ezra andNehemiah to insist that the life of the
returned Exiles be based dredly on God's written Word and nd compromise
with the Samaritans, for fear of being corrupted spiritualy agan. The Lord
edhoed thisin saying " Sdvationis of the Javs."

The writer speaks harshly about the religion d these people but in a sense the

By

processof apastasy was being revased. Israel had started with a knowledge
of the Lord God d Israel, andstep by step turned from Hm. These people had
started in total ignarance of God, andye were willi ng to make the dfort to
begin to learn of Him and His ways. At some stage they also receved a copy
of the Pentateuch. They built a temple modelled on the Jeusalem one, with
appaently smilar offerings and services - They ®ntinued to kill a Pasover
Lamb dawvn to modern times. By NT times Samaritan $nagogues looked and
functioned in very much the same way as the Jevish ores with God's Word
beingread, andthe Lord prayed to and paised. Bar 98/3

Gods Grace idad worship dropped ou of Samaritan Religion, and it
increasingy conformed to the Law, based onthe Five bodks of Moses, which
they must have recaved early in their history. From the time of Ezra and
Nehemiah enmity between Jews and Sanaritans built up so from then onfor a
copy to be offered ar accepted is unlikdy. Also by that time other bodks of the
Bible would have been with it. Suficient goodwill exsted in Hezekiah's time
for it to have been gven andreceved, a perhaps the Bethel Priest brought a
copy of the Pentateuch back. While the Lord Jesus made no effort to reach ou
to Gentiles, He accepted Samaritans as "Half-Jews" who had aright to hear
of "The Kingdan," and ke welcomed into it/ experience the blessngs of
healings, etc. Jn 4. When the Gospel was proclaimed in Sanaria corverts
were added to the dhurch, before Gentil es were. When Israel ceased to exist as
a unt, its independent-of-Jerusalem exstence was destroyed. It became
possble for the Godly amongthemto be re-associated with the Covenant and
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their gody aistinctives meant that Samaritans were pbrougrt Iinto a state wnere
they ould respondto Christ andthe Gospel in NT times, andthat today RC's
are forming Bible Study groups, andsinging Gospel Song.

Appendix Il Hezekiah's Revval Hezelkiah uged the nation to gve to the Lord
firstfruits etc as required by the law of Moses, andthe people were so tharkful
to the Lord for their prosperity they gave generously. The work of the Priests
and Levites was re-orgarnised to cope with this generosity, andextra Temple
storehouses were built to contain the gifts. Everything Hezekah dd was dore
wholeheartedly to the Lord, 2Chr 29:1-30:27. He reinstated the sacrifices and
the service of praising the Lord with music and song. This honoued God, and
His people were encouraged and lbessed by worshipping Him.

Jeroboan and hs successors tried to stop ary from Israel going to worship at
Jerusalem, 1 Ki 12:25-33. Hezekah sent word throughou the whole land d
Israel and Judah- from Beashebato Dan - inviting dl Israel to return to the
Lord, the merciful God d Abraham. The message repeated God's promises to
bless His people if they repented and payed to Him, Deu 301-10, etc. He
invited them to come to Jerusalem and kee the Passover. We too shoud
challenge professng Christians to come and oley the Lord with us. While
many mocked, some ame to Jerusalem to keg the Passver. This was
significant as theywere looking for a new Redemption from Assyria, nd Egypt
thistime.

They faced the realities of the aurrent situation, and deaded to oley the Lord
together, a month late, rather than some cdebrate on the wrred date. Many
weren't ritually dean, so the Lewtes kill ed their lambs for them. And Hezelkiah
asked the Lord to forgive the fact that in eating the Pasoover withou being
ritually dean they were breaking the Law. This emphasised that God was
GOOD in His Being and dtitude towards them, rather than afault-finding
taskmaster. God appoved this attitude and action. We shoudn't be indifferent
to exerna obedience and corredness ye need to concentrate on heart
attitudes. If people are eager to worship in spirit andin truth, Jn 4:23-24, the
external detailswill usually fall into pace

There was a good spirit of fellowship with each aher and with the Lord in
worship. They enfjoyed it so much they @ntinued the Pasove feast for a
seaond week Hezekiah's generosity wasn't a requirement of God's Law, bu
showed his heart's desire that eve'ybody be encouraged to enjoy themselvesin
honouing the Lord. As children, we were more interested in Sundg Dinner
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The most joyful and spiritualy inspiring conference or camp fell owship must come
to anend, andeveyone go hame to face their famili ar situation. It's then that
the true worth o the spedal times of teaching andworship is proved. The
Godly tolerance shared in the Feadt, strengthened their Godly intolerance of
worship that was mixed with iddatry. At Jerusalem the worship had leen
obeying the Lord together. The worship a Altars and High Places elsewhere
was nominally to the God d Israel, bu often it was mixed with Baal worship
etc. Those who had uited to worship God in Jerusalem, remained loyal to
God andHis people, and smashed the alternative places of worship. This
would help kee them from settling back into the semi-Biblical religious
systems theyd come from.

Appendix Il Arad - suppart of record in Kings

Excavation a the Souh Judean fortressof Arad, Num 21:1, showed that a High
Place/ Temple was included when Sdomon bult it, andit is near where the
Kenites hadworshipped, Jud 1 16. After Pharaoh Sishak destroyed the fort, 1
Ki 14:25, it was rebuilt, andits sacrificial altar rebuilt with unkewn stone, Ex
20:25, andto the size given for the Tabernacle altar, Ex 27:1.

Names sich as Meremoth, andPashur, 1 Chr 9:12; Ezra 833, were written on
pieces of pottery, and on a bal, andlists of payments made to "The Sors of
Korah," and "The sons of Bezalel," Ex 31:1, Ps 42.1; make it clear that the
High Place / Temple was part of the Normal worship o the Lord, associated
with the Bible.

The altar of sacrifice was covered with earth in Hezekah's time, as he required al
sacrificesto be offered in the Lord's Temple at Jerusalem, 2 Ki 18:22. Incense
altars remained in use. The fortresswas destroyed by Sennacherib's army, and
rebuilt. (Arrow heads exavated show what army was resporsible for each
destruction.)

In King Josiah's reign, this High PlaceTemple was closed. The incense altars,
incense burner, bowls for offerings, (with QK stamped on them (Quodesh=
Sacred, o set apart, Kohanm= for the Priests.) Mazzboth= Secred stone
pillars, or images, Gen 2818, 2 K1 84, etc, and asmall bronze lion, were
laid flat, andcovered with earth which became the floor of what seansto have
becme living quaters. Bar 87/2

E. Read 21.1.99.

(Corredion a Criticism with aview to improvement is appredated.)

Other booKets:

Listening to the Lord:- 1 Kings, Habakkuk, Ruth, Haggai; Romans, 1 & 2

Corinthians, Colosdans; 1 & 2 Thessalonians; 2 Peter & Jude; Revelation .

61



62



