An Attempt at

LISTENING TO THE LORD
in

Paul's FIRST Epistle tothe

THESSALONIANS.

Ch. 1-3 is concerned with the PAST, and the part Paul had played in it. Reminding,
reinforcing, explaining Paul's attitude and adions. A good dfence gainst any attempt

to counter the truths Paul had proclaimed by slandering his person, motives, and
adion.

Ch. 4-5 Is concerned with the FUTURE. Exhortations to confident hope, and adivity

suitable & preparation for the Coming d Christ. Suppgementing what Paul had already
taught but been ureble to complete.

Commentaries by Best, Bruce, Hiebert, Hogg & Vine, McDondd, Marshall, Milli ken, Morris, Neil, Sott,
Wanamaker, Wilson, have been explored, material absorbed, adusted, andsimplifi ed for this gudy aid.
They ould dl repay reading by those who have the time. Their versions and some 15 ahers, alongwith

the Trandlators's handbod, Concordances and Vine's Expository Dictionary, have helped to make the
text clear to me.

Because of space onstraints only Keywords commented on have been set out. These notes are intended
as a study aid to use as you work throughthe Epistle vese by vase. We neal to deal diredly with the
Lord in HisWord, using ary helps astodsto thisend.

E. Red

Explanation d signs "BRETHREN/brothers" is KJV/ Niv.

LXX is Septuagint Greek OT. [RT]= Recaved Text. [Nes|= Nestle Text
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# marks an important word defined for future use. #1:4 = This GREEK word was used in Ch. 1,
vs4.
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BRIEF BACKGROUND
(Afuller backgroundis giveninthell Thessalonians Booklet.)

ACTS 17, tells of the Jsit of Paul and hs friends to this major seapat city of abou
200,000 people. Paul's preaching a the Synagoge resulted in the @wnversion d some
Jeaws, and alarger number of God-fearing Gentiles. Driven from the Synagogie after
three Sabbah days Paul seems to have stayed onfor some weels and seen a number of
raw heathen added to the Church, as these Epistles ignare the OT and ae direded to
Gentile Christians.

Jewish artagonsm to Paul's siccesdul preaching stirred up amob to attack Jason's
house, looking for Paul. The aty authorities weretold that Paul was promoting Jesus as a
rival to Caesar, so they put Jason undr a bondwhich he would forfeit if there was
further troulde. This left Paul in an avkward pasition, unalde to return withou Jason's
approval, and yet open to the dharge of leaving the wnverts to suffer perseaution for
which they ould blame him.
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After a brief visit to Berea, Paul went on to Athens, sending Timothy back to see how
the Believes were @ping, encourage them, and lkring news. Paul wrote this from
Corinth, having suffered oppaition, ridicule, and dscouragement in three towns snce
leaving Thessalonica. It seams as if the Epistle had keen hdf completed when Timothy
brought his cheeing rews. Paul's loving pastoral concern for the readers fits the reality
of his recent experienceas recorded in Acts.

Paul is careful to show that God, who urlike Paul is eve with them, is all important in
the Gospel, and in their lives. He reminds them of the cntent of the Gospel, and hs
motivation, attitude, and lehaviour as its Apostle, which sets an ideal for all of God's
servants to aim at. The loyalty andjoy under perseaution d the converts also sets a good
example. Chapers 4 and 5 gve further teaching concerning the Lord's coming for
Believes, and exhortations to live hard-working, moral, and mutually suppativelives as
awitnessto the saving paver of God andHis Gospel.

In writing to the Romans, who he'd neve seen, Paul set out the Gospel systematically.
But here he asaumes their understandng d its basic doctrines, and writes informal,
practical, pastoral exhortations that make sense only on the basis of those unstated
doctrines he'd proclaimed to them recently. As it was written abou AD 52 it shows that
18 years after Penteaost those doctrines were already dearly established, understood,
andtheir practical apgication comnon knowledge. It may be the first bodk of the NT.

Throughou the Epistle, God andthe Lord Jesus Christ are referred to together quite
casually/ naturally, as closely associated. This shows that their unity, substantial equdity
of Person, and Joint activity was already taken for granted. While the Cross isn't
mentioned spedfically, the Lord's substitutionary death, bodly resurredion and $wond
Coming ae used as the basis of teaching. The Holy Sgrit's role in their lives is touched
on.

New Birth/ Justification by Faith aren't stated, but clearly the Acts 16:31 Gospel had
been his message. Theyre reminded that God ha chosen them, theyve believed, and
obeyeal, andthe completion o their salvation is guaranteed by the Lord, 5:23-24. At the
same time theyre bluntly reminded that being unted with Christ means suffering naw, a
totally different lifestyle to that around them, and wholeness free from blame, in the
Lord's presenceforeve.

That an active, flourishing church was established under such condtions ows that
God works throughthe Gospel proclamation in away impossble to mere human effort,
zeal, and wisdom. What it has to say of andto those under such presaire, is good rews,
andessential reading as we facethe presaures of our modern world.

| urge you to read andstudy the Epistle as a continuous whale. Isolated verses may be
jewels, but they shine most beautifully and Felpfully in the setting in which God Himself
chose to pu them. If a human friend writes to us, we might wish to clip ou and re-
assmble those extracts which say what we want to hear. With human friends that might
be justifiable, if lessthan honouing to them. But, when God ou Friend, Jn 151-17,
chooses to speak His mind to us desiring ou fellowship, it's appropriate for us to read
andlisten to the whale of what He has to say in the form in which He has chosen to set it
out. We do this by much reading andthinking abou bodks of the Bible asawhadle.



Be on thelook aut for FOUR major themes interwoven through the book

1. GOD- This epistle is full of Him- Court how often each Name and Title is used.
Everything- past, present, andfuture, depends on Him, His person, His work.

2. His SERVANTS Their work, resporsibiliti es, methods, attitudes, etc. God has
ordained that in general Hiswill i s made known to, andthroughthem, andHis work dore
in, and by them. Hiswork and His reputation are in their hands.

3. BELIEVERS' LIVES- As they are transformed by the Gospel of Christ they are
resporsible to God andto His srvants to seethat theytake actively what God gves, and
liveit out/ demonstrate it, in an unlelieMng and dten hastile world. Being God's people,
and dong God'swill areinseparable. Believes are Doers!

4. The LORD'S COMING and Presencewith us Eternally. It will manifest/ reveal all
God's work, all the work of His Servants, and dl the lives of His people, (the other three
themes,) and doso foreve. The harvest will bein and aer. The exam results will be out.
The Bridal day will have ®me andthe Bride's dress Rev19:8, can have nothing adakd to
it. That Coming andthat Presence neads to be the great fact of our daily life, day in, day
out.

The LANGUAGE/ Vocahbulary varies smewhat between Paul's Epistles, but many
features are comnon to dl. The \ariations are those one would exped from a profound
andcreative thinker, sensitive to the spedfic situations which each letter addressed. And,
emotiondly involved, adapging hmself to their needs, and deeply concerned for their
welfare. Not, a machine, churning ou stereotyped, approved by critics as being "Paul
Syle," material.

CHARACTER and CONTENTS- A genuine letter to med current needs, and povide
the pastoral care Paul would have suppied persondly if he'd been alde to be present.
Paul fredy expresss his fedings and concern to them as "Brothers," from whom he has
recently been torn away. That he was delighted to hear of their progressis obvious. It's
frank, friendy writing, showing awarm-hearted persond interest in them. Things were
going well i n spite of perseaution, but Paul urges andencourages continued progress

The RECIPIENTS are seen as a goodsample of a NT church- Loyal to dcctrine,
loving each cather, loyal to Paul, resisting dtter perseaution. Paul encourages them to
wider understandng d the Lord's Coming, and further growth in alifestyle appropriate
to their positionin Christ, so as to be better witnesses to Him now, and to maximise the
Glory theywill sharewith Himforeve .
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<< For convenience and simplicity PAUL/ HE will be used for Paul and hs helpers.
US used for all readers of the Epistle. >>

CHAPTER ONE

1:1 PAUL-Converted from being a violent enemy of Christ and Christians abou 15
yeas before, and made an Apostle by the risen Christ. Called by the Holy Spirit, and
commended by the diurch at Antioch to be amisgonary. His coming to them had
brough them the Gospel, and unted them as "Brothers" in Christ.

SILAS Paul's chasen helper, commended by the Antioch Church, Acts 15:40. A chief
man of Jerusalem church/ prophet, Acts 15:22-32.

TIMOTHY- A youngman chasen by Paul, Acts 16:1-3, Valued for his loyalty to Paul/
Gospel, 1 Cor 4:17; Phil 2:19-20; 2 Tim 1:4.

CHURCH- Ekklesia- A cdled ou company. Used of the mob, Acts 19:41. Christians are
"Called ou" from the world, by God the Father, Jn 6:44-45, to Jesus Christ, and for
Him, Eph 525-27.

IN GOD.. CHRIST- Not merely head the Gospel and trusted in God, as a human
deasionand adion. In= brough into being as aresult of His adions and standingin a
spedal relationship to God as Father and Jesus as Lord, Col 2:6; 3:3. An intimate
fellowship in ashared life, Jn 151-17, as adive limbs of His body. They lived in God
day by day, asafish livesin water! Thisinvisible seaurity makes perfed provision for
those who were & the sametimein a aty of violent perseaution, or for us, in whatever
trialswe face

LORD- Kurios- The LXX and NT use Kurios to translate Jehovah/ Yaweh, Lk 3:4, 4:18,
etc. In the Gospels it was used of Human "Lords' etc. but after Thomas used it in
saying "My Lord and my God" Jn 2028, it's used orly of Jesus Christ asin Acts 2:36;
10:36, Phil 2:10-11, or angelstwice Acts 10:4, Rev 7:14.

JESUS- Greek form of Joshua- Jehovah is Salvatiory Saviour, the name given the Son d
God when He becane human for our Salvation, Mt 1:21; Jn 1:14. Used 600xin
Gospels, yet He's never addressed as JEsus - no such famili arity. In Epistles He is
cdled simply Jesus only if there's a speaa reason such as emphasizing His true
humanity. The full title Lord Jesus Christ is used 24xin the Thessalonian Epistles,
showing that His Deity/ Lordship was proclaimed from the first.

CHRIST- Christos- Anointed, used in LXX of High Priest, Lev 4.3, 5, 16; Israd's
Kings, 1 Sam 24:6, etc, Cyrus, I1sa 45:1. But Ho Christos= THE Anointed is used in
LXX, and NT only of the Messah/ Christ. He is the Anainted Servant of God, to fulfil
al God's purposes OT promises, types, shadows, hints.

GRACE- #Charis- God's willi ngnessto look uponChristians as His people, grant them
forgiveness fellowship, and gfts. In addition to the Eternal seaurity provided by our
beingin God, al our present needs are met fredy, becaise He loves us and we belong
to Him. Just as we med the neals of our babies, not expeding them to ean, or deserve
what we give. The Christian greding, Charis/ Grace retains the Greek though of
Good wishes and joy, (Chairo, Acts 15:23) plus the Graceof God throughCalvary -
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the Freeness of God's gift, and the power that God gves to enable us to enjoy and
exhibit it.

PEACE- #Eirene- A right and harmonious relation between God and men in the seaurity
Graceprovides, now, and forever, throughthe blood d His Cross Col 1:20. A total
well-being which He gives, and we enjoy, as we trust Him and live in His grace We're
no longer rebelli ous and afraid. Having peacewith God, we have peacein ou heats,
knowing that all we ae, and all we experience is given by our Loving Heavenly
Father, for we aein Him. Peacewith athers around s flows out from thisinner peace
becaise now we love them in Christ, instead of competing with them selfishly. As a
gredingit reminds us of all this.

1:2-10 WHAT GOD HASMADE THEM THROUGH THE GOSPEL.

(Paul's rgoicing andloving concern for the outworking d the Gospel in their lives throughGod's Grace
andtheir obedient resporsiveness)

1:2-3 THANKS TO GOD ALWAY S An appropriate resporse to God for His Grace
and its Gifts. God loved and valued them, and Paul was thankful to play a part in
God's work in them. This st the tone of his constant thinking o, and praying for
them.

FOR- #Peri, asin perimeter= For al the things that surroundall of you, pleasant or nat,
their whole setting. All - no favourites, no ignared ores. God loves All. All are His.
All have a ontribution to make that's essentia to all, Eph 415-16.

PRAY ERS- Prayer is a large part of our fellowship and work with God. In this hostil e-
to-God world, people ae @nwerted, established, and gow in Christ, only by the
power of God. Prayer alone can keg us and ahers in step with Him, freang His
power to work.

WITHOUT CEASING/Continually- Withou giving up or having an "off & on'
attitude acording to his mood Only God Himself can be remembering al of us, all
the time, but we're to have His unchanging attitude towards people, as they're brought
to mind.

IN THE SIGHT OF/before- In Greek had the sense of a subjed fadng hs King. While
thisrefers gedficdly to praying faang the Father, it applies also to their work of faith
etc. GOD AND FATHER- To God, whois our Father.

WORK OF/Produced by FAITH- #Pistis- Faith/ Work, are inseparable. To Trust is to
Obey. Being Saved by Faith Rom 5:1, must result in Good Works Eph 210; Titus 2:7,
14; 3:1, 8, 14. "I would na work my soul to save; For that my Lord has dore. But |
would work like ay slave, For love of God's dea Son." Because they trusted Christ
they worked for Christ & ead ather. Faith is a personal trust & reliance on Christ that
defines a Christian - he is a believer in Christ. Faith, hope, and love and their
outworking sum up the total response to what God has dore, is doing, and will do. All
we do shoud bein the sight of & dore to please our loving Father, who sets us work
within ou cgpadty, Ps 10313-14, and delights in ou efforts to pease Him. The
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burden of work is shared with Him, and the responsibility as to the outcome is His -
We nedal nd cary that burden. What we believeis shown by what we do. Cp Heb 11

LABOUR- Exhausting, painful work, dore out of love to the Lord. Faith gets us going,
but Love for God and His people in response to His love, is nealed to keg us going
when enthusiasm ebbs, we ae weay, the work seams fruitless those we work for
unresporsive and thankless and those we work with seem uncooperative. When a man
redises God's love for him he ather rgeds and resists, or yields to it and alows
himself to be transformed to what that Love desires him to be. He then starts to view
others as God views them, 2 Cor 5::16, and begins to ad towards them as God ads
towards them. So Paul thanks God for the way their love is continungto reat ou.
Working for the good d othersis arefledionin human relationships of God's love for

people.

PATIENCE/Endurance- Hupamone- Hupo= under, Meno= To abide. To stick with it,
or "Hangin there," in modern language. It's used passvely of enduing oppaition and
perseaution, 2 Cor 6:4; 2 Tim 3:10, etc. Actively of persistent perseverancein dang
what isgoodandright, Rom 2:7; Lk 8:15; Heb 121.

HOPE- #Elpis- A confident, happy expedation d goodthat is the basis for a murse of
consistent adion to which the hoped-for result is the natural consequence A farmer
sows el in hope of aHarvest. That harvest may fail, or he may nat live to reg it, of
course. But obedient Faith in the Word of God gves us confidence that God will
enable us to do His will and that He will keep His promises - a seaure Hope. The
Believer ads as he does becaise he has reason to believe that it is pleasing to God and
ultimately a blessng to himself and ahers. Christ indwelling s is our asaurance of
being with Him in Glory, and povides the fellowship to work towards that desired
goal, Col 1:27.

Faith, Hope, & Love ae Outgoing - Faith to God. Love to man. Hope purposeful
working with a view to the future. All three ae evidence of regeneration by the Holy
Spirit. Eadh is productive, not simply an abstrad concept, but credive, producing
results.

IN OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST- Our Hope rests uponHim, Rom 15:12, He is our
Hope, 1 Tim 1:1.

1:4 KNOWING/we know- #Eido- To see know, recogrise. Paul knew, not by
revelation, but by the visible evidence of their changed lives.

LOVED BY GOD- #Agapao- To love unselfishly. They were Brothers under God the
Father, personally chosen by Him to be His own, belongng saaificialy, fully, to Him.
Love is God's constant attitude towards mankind, Jn 316, and particularly to those
who lelieve on the Lord Jesus, Jn 1421. We're to refled that love, Jn 1512, as the
Spirit empowers us to, Rom 5:5; Gal 5:22. Paul's love for them, their love to Paul and
eadt ather were within God's Love.
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YOUR ELECTION/He has chosen you- Their resporse to the Gospel was triggered
by/ in resporse to, the fad that God had chosen them (and ws) In Christ, Eph 14. All
that He does is dore in Holiness Wisdom, and Power, as well asin Love, and caried
out to perfedion, so ou heats can rest on all His promises. He knew our every need
and weakness before He saved us, and made alequate provision in Christ. As our
obedient faith sets Gods Holy Spirit free to show His presence and power by
transforming ou lives to Christ's likeness we & Believers experience and
demonstrate the cetainty that God has chosen us, Rom 8:29; 2 Cor 3:18, etc.

Gods svereign choice of individuas to Salvatio/ blessng, and man's freewill/

resporsibility are both taught in Scripture, sometimes in the same verse, as [ 6:37.

Some twist (2 Pet 3:16) the doctrine of Eledion into an arbitrary damning d men who
had nochoicein the matter. But eledion comes from the Love of God for Sinners. See
Rom 9-11 ndes. Salvationisimpossble withou God ading in Grace When men face
the dhalenge of the Gospel they may know nothing o God's purposes. But as they
fredy choacse to submit to God's redeaming claim on them in Christ they find to their
joy that they have been loved with an everlasting love, and have responced to it. Those
who equally fredy regjed/ ignae the Gospel, demonstrate that they are following
Adam in his rebellion/ independence Knowledge of the Biblicd truth of Eledion
fosters asuurance, haliness humility, and witness not lazy selfishness

BRETHREN/brothers- #Adelphas- From the same Delphus= womb, Full brothers and
sisters. A key word in this letter, used 17x Lealers followers, teaders/ taugh,
yound old, Jew/ Gentile, rich/ poa, master/ slaves, male and female, stand together
united as all being equally "Born again" by the Gospel Gracd Faith, New Birth
process which bregs down al raaal/ cultural/ religious barriers. All are given the
glorious redity of membership in the durch defined in 11, and are equipped/
challenged to walk worthily together in a fellowship of mutual encouragement. The
brotherhood d man is a fine ided, easy as long as we keg ou distance The
brotherood d the redeemed in Christ of the ealy church was a vivid joyful redity,
Acts 2:42-47.

1:5 FOR/Because- Paul lists the evidence for his reasoned confidence that they were
truly God's by His choasing. His confidenceis based onthe wntent of the Gospel, the
way it was presented - no clever words, psychologicd presaure, bribes, etc 1 Cor 2:1-
5, and the nature of their resporse to it. Their attitude to the Truth, to the Preader, to
God, to ead ather, to perseaution etc.

OUR GOSPEL- Not a distinctive Paul Gospel, but the Gospel that is ours because dl
Believers dare its blessng and resporsibility to proclaim it. The preaders had made
it their own, and it owned them! It was God's Gospel, but Paul mediated it to them.

CAME- Not simply given to you for your approval. It was direded to them purposefully
bath on Paul's part and onGod's part. NOT WORD ONLY/Simply in words- The
Gospel does come to us in words, Rom 10:17. But mere words, no matter how
orthodox eanest, or persuasive, are not enough God's Sovereign Graceis involved,
and that is not automatic or arbitrary. The lives and testimony of the preaders were in
tune with it and manifested it.
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POWER- Dunamis- Ability power, Acts 1:8. The Gospel preaded is God's power unto
Salvation Rom 1:16; 1 Cor 1:18, 24, etc because it effeds what it proclaims. Thereis
No paver in our own natures, or even desireto hea of our sins and their cure.

HOLY SPIRIT.. MUCH ASSJRANCE/Deeg conviction- As the Lord promised, Jn
16:8-15, they experienced confidence in God, His Word, their need, and His saving
purpcse. Thisisthe dfed of the Holy Spirit's use of the Gospel in preader and heaer
alike, 1 Cor 2:6-16. The experienceis subjedive, but it's based onthe objedive fads
of God'struth and His Love.

KNOW WHAT MANNER/how we lived- #1:4. Literaly "What sort we were" A
recently beaen man proclaiming a aucified Saviour obviously wasn't offering hedth,
wedth and happinessin thislife. No mirades are mentioned.

FOR YOUR SAKE- Preading is effedive when what God says by His Spirit in men's
consciences, is what the preader says to their eas, and demonstrates in his life. The
power for al three @mes from the Holy Spirit, Acts 1.8, as we use His svord, Eph
6:17. The content of Paul's message, his method, and attitude, all fitted the Gospel. His
lifestyle reinforced the truths he was preading, as his heaers saw him living what he
meant.

1:6 FOLL OWERSY/I mitators- In Greek nat a person who ouwardly copies ancther, but
an adult pupl sharing hsteader'swhole lifestyle in order to lean to think andlive &
the Master did. Christian livingisn't aset of rules, but a fell owshipping with Christ.

US . THE LORD- Their first contad was with Paul. Through hm they made contad
with the Lord, as he pointed to his Sender, Gal 2:20; Phil 4:13. It's gill |i ke that. It's
important for us to represent Him rightly in words, attitudes, and adions, as people
learn most easily by following/ imitating. It isn't ustryingto live & He did before the
Cross The risen Lord indwell s us, by the Spirit, and works in us, using the record of
His eathly life rather as a picture bookto ill ustrate the truth.

AFFLICTION/Severe suffering- #Thlipsis- Presaure, so, troulde, distress affliction. In
respondng to God's love in the Gospel they facal htter and violent presaure from
Christ-Rgjedors & 1518-27. Presaures and conflicts arise in us, and we ae under
presaure from outside forces, as part of being human, Job, 5:7. The World, Flesh and
Devil combine to presaure us Christians to conform to the normal pattern of lifein this
world. God the Holy Spirit throughthe Bible, Christian fellowship, and Conscience,
applies presare to transform us, Rom 12:2. We're to place ourselves in the Lord's
hands in everything, so that the presaures combine to mould us into His likeness Rom
8:28-29. If we escgoe presaure by conforming to the world we placeourselves outside
God's purposes, Rom 12:1-3.

WELCOMED- Decomai- To recave deliberately, really, gladly. WITH JOY-
Affliction externally. Joy- internally, mark the Gospel. It was born ou of Christ's
suffering, and was a sharing d His Dy, Jn 1511; 16:19-24; 17:13. The measure of
perseautiory suffering hes often been the measure of a wnvert's joy. Both are tangible
asarances of their eledion, Rom 8:16-17; Phil 1:27-30, link them with the saints of
the past Mt 5:11-12, and with their rgjeded Lord. Suffering in fellowship with the
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Lord, we share Hisjoy initsresults, Acts 15:3; 2 Cor 7:4; Heb 1034; 12:1-2; Jude 24.
That external presaure strengthened their sense of close community.

SPIRIT- As they believel obey, the joy of Hearen, Lk 157, is shared by repentant
sinners here on eath, in fellowship with the Holy Spirit who witnesses with ou spirit,
Rom 8:16. A subjedive experience, resulting from and demonstrating the redity of an
invisible objedive fad - their new relationship with God. The Lord, in promising
Tribulation, also asaured that He would gve JOY with it/ in it, uphdding His own,
asauring them of the spiritual redities, Jn 153; 16:3.

1:7-8 ENSAMPLE S/a model- Tupos- Representation a pattern, as the image on a win
was imprinted by a blow onthe die. From Tupto= to strike. Singuar - The church as a
whole represented/ proclaimed Christ, and His purpose for His people. What Paul had
learned from Christ, in message and lifestyle, they had followed, and in turn became,
within the locd culture, leaders that others could profitably follow. The durch,
having keen stamped with Christ-likeness becane the die that stamped that likeness
on ahers,

Their joy encouraged athers to accept the Gospel in spite of threds, as Paul's joy in
sufferings had encouraged them, Rom 8:17-25. The curch that proclaimed the
Gospel, also emboded it. None can proclam the message dfedively who aren't

changed by the message.

THE WORD OFTHE LORD- From Him, and concerning Him, and His purposes.
SOUNDED/Rang OUT- Execheo- To sound ou as a trumpet or thuncer,
continuowsly- Perfed Tense, as Rom 10:18. (Eng. Echo.) It was the Lord's Word, His
Gospel that they echoed/ passed onloud and clea. As they were on the main route
East from Rome it was a strategic placefor passng onthe Gospel. It assumes that
their lives and professon rang true to ead aher. Only the redity proclaimed in the
Gospel could produce the enthusiasm of the ealy Christians for passng onto ahers
the blessngs they had recaved.

EVERY PLACE/Everywhere- Everybody's talking abou it! Aquila and Priscilla
recently come from from Rome, Acts 18:2, may have head there the report of a riot
against the Christians for potential treason. The Riot was News! So what had
happened to them, and why, and their changed lives, was talked abou far and wide in
an ever-increasing circle. ANY THING- Abou their conversion, and the dfea of the
Gospel.

1:9-10 THEY - The dhanged lives. SHOW.. MANNER/Kind OF- God was very red to
the preaders, andin the heaers, and the redity in the lives of the cnwverts came from
this. God's srvants didn't neead to spend time talking abou how wonderful they were,
or how succesgul their ministry was. People looked at the dhanged lives of the
converts, and krew. Today, changed lives dill spe&k loudy.

TURNED TO GOD- The NT never says that God TURNED anyone. Always it's the
exercise of freewill i n vauntarily accepting Christ as Saviour and Lord in resporse to
heaing the Gospel. They turned to God and found Him so satisfying they dropped
their idols asirrelevant. Not turned from idols looking for an alternative and heppened
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to find God. They were idd-worshippers, even if arealy leaning d the true God at
the Synagogte, Acts 17:4. Conversion here isn't analysed into Justification, etc. It's a
simple statement of what observers saw and reported of them. They might be unaware
of the doctrinal niceties of Christian beliefs, but could confidently sum up the visible
effeds.

FROM IDOL S Mt Olympus the home of the "gods' was 50 Miles away. They turned in
principle from the totality of past religious experience that ruled their puldic and
private lives - Public events, religion, entertainment, trade guilds, culture, centred on
temples. Temple iddatry can make an attradive show in buldings, statues, dances,
and myths, but the overall effed corrupts ociety with its glorificaion d human lusts.
The gods pictured as idds dont exist, 1 Cor 8:4, but behind them, demon paowers are
dedt with, 1 Cor 10:20.

As with animism, the religion d primitive tribes everywhere, spiritism, demonism and
decet, kegp people in superstitious davery from which they dare not bre& free

The Sophisticated idalatry of the modern seaular world is also enslaving, corrupting,
and addictive. The "White Collar" criminal or compulsive Gambler whose pursuit of
wedth robs those who trust him of $milli ons, isn't too dfferent from thase who make
their $Milli ons out of drug traffic, and panogaphy. Those who make agod ou of
promiscuous sxual pleasure, and enjoyment of drugs, are dso endaved. Immorality
and Gredliness are idalatry, Eph 55. Any Iddatry makes morality and puposeful
confident livingin view of ultimate righteous judgment, impaossble.

God shoud be the centre of every life. Iddls are anything self sets up as an alternative.

Self-indugence, self-expresson, self-righteousness self-fulfilment etc is the worship
that results. Having seen Him, 2 Cor 4.6, by His gracewe look df from self to Him,
Hisrights, His purposes, not ours. From alife direded towards bribing and humouring
conflicting deities, to make use of them, the Christian receves life from, and
orientates life towards one moral, wise, powerful, purposeful God who loves him and
has the highest possble purpaoses for hislife. Heis adively at work in the world with a
view to utimate judgment and reward. The Gospel coin has two sides Repentance- a
change of mind abou self, sin, and God, and Faith - a turning to God for Salvation
Acts 20:21. Our will respondngto Gracein a sense reverses the adion d the Fall.

TO SERVE- Douleuo- To serve & the property of ancother. Present infinitive=
continuows, complete, whoe-heated serving. No Greek or Roman ever served godk.
He tried to manipulate them so that they would serve his interests. Those who serve
God are truly freg being what He Creaed them to be, living alife centred onthe Lord
of the Universe. In centring ou lives on self we were rebels, enslaved by our sin, but
God the Son took ou placeunder Judgement and bough our freedom with His life's
blood Jn 836. Using that freedom to live in olkedient union with Christ is both a
resporse of love, andto livein His Love, Jn 1510. Livingwith ou eyes on the Bema/
His rewards isn't selfishnesd self-centred, in fad is a aucifiying o self Gal 2:20. So
the rightly ambitious Christian is uncomfortable with selfishness We can't make
ourselves or the world around rfed, but we ca/ must work towards the fulfilling o
God's purposesin bah.
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THE LIVING- And Life-giving God. The sourceof all that is. TRUE GOD- Alethinos-
True, red, genuine. The word used in the self-revelation d Christ as the TRUE Light,
Brea, Vine, God, Jn 1.9; 6:32; 15:1; 17:3. All aternatives are dead, empty, husks,.

WAIT FOR- Anameno- To wait up for, or be preparing for someone's coming, Lk
12:36. Jews had served the living and true God. The ealy Christians did so with their
eyes on the Lord they knew and loved personaly, who might appea at any moment
and complete the work which He had begun and that they were invalved in. This
body, and world, is the drysalis case to be sloughed off at that moment. The inward
spiritual transformation produced by their work for Christ and His work for, in, and
throughthem, will be reveded at that moment. This enabled them to make the right
deasionsinthelight of eternity, with their eyes onthe "City" ahead, Heb 1110.

As boys we were left home when ou parents went to the "Worship Meding." Our

pleasure in their return, and the heaty Sunday Dinner to follow, depended on hav
well we prepared it in the time of "waiting" for their return! So Believers take the gift
of life He has given us, and seek to live it out to the full in evergrowing Christ-
likenessof eager service with an expedant eye towards Heaven, Phil 3:20-21.

HIS SON- Huios- Refers to Relationship of off spring and parent, who share/ display/
exercise mmmon charaderistics.

RAISED- The Lord's resurredion proclaimed His Sonship, Rom 1:4. His triumph ower
deah is the pattern and poof of our final deliverance and d His appantment to
Judge the world in righteousness Acts 17:31. His resurredion guaranteang these was
basic to the Gospel from the first and an incentive to moral living.

JESUS- The Name sums up al He is as the Son d man, Perfed Man, Representative
Man. He died and rose again, andwe dso in unonwith Him.

DELIVERED/Rescuess Rhuamai- To rescue, deliver from danger, judgment, etc.
Present participle which implies that it has a duration which has begun but is 4ill
incompl ete.

US-Paul passes from talking TO/ about them, into standing WITH them.

WRATH- Orge- It's never used of God's attitude towards men, but He can never be
indifferent to evil. His wrath isn't vindictivenessor outburst of temper but a controlled
adion d loving moral concern. Wrath is the revulsion d the whole being d God
against everything that offends His holiness Sin is destructive, injures everyone, and
must be dedt with. The Lord who is present with us, will be manifested in gory. The
wrath of God working itself out in current history, Rom 1:18-32, will bereveded inits
fulnessthen, Rom 2:3-6. That Judgment was inevitably aheal is the point - the Final
Intervention by God to ded with all evil, so that righteousnessalone would remain in
the Universe, Rom 1:18; 9:28; Eph 56; Col 3:6; Rev 6:16, 17; 11:18; 19:15.
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God's Will/ desire is that none shoud perish, Ezek 1831-32, 33:11; Mt 23:37; Rom
2:3-5; 1 Tim 2:4; 2 Pet 3:9. But man's refusal to accet God's Light and Salvation
places him under God's Judgmental wrath, Jn 319; Heb 1026-31. In the inevitable
processof cause and effed in a moral universe failure to run God's World, or our own
life, in God's way brings inevitable disaster.

Fea, is part of the Gospel of Love. Awareness of their future deliverance, and the
wrath that would fall on their perseautors, and sinners in general, was a source of
boldnessand pawer to the Christians who in their wesknessfacal the mighty power of
Rome, Phil 1:27-30.

Turned- is past. Serve, Wait for- present. His Son From- Future. These may be paired
with the 3 statements of vs 3. Both are compressed statements possble becaise
readers already knew a grea ded of what Paul was writing abou- it was freshly in
thelr minds.

CHAPTER TWO.
2:1-6 PAUL'SPRESENTATION OF THE GOSPEL

(The enemies of the Gospel try to discredit it by twisting the message, 2 Pet 3:16, andslandering
the messengers andtheir motives. Paul strengthens their confidencein what the message said,
by reminding them that the methods and tehaviour of the messengers confirmed that they
were God's authorised spokesmen. Paul was uncomfortable in boasting, 2Cor 11:16-33. He
states the facts, confident that God the Holy Sgrit in themwould confirmit.

This srves to set before us the motivation, titude and kehaviour evey servant of God realsin
relation to the Gospel, andits hearers. His awarenessof the tricks and temptations Christian
speakers faceare brough to ou attention so that we an avoid them. Setting ou for ourselves
lists of positive and regative requirements is helpful. What we are is as important as what we
say or do, 1Tim4:16.Jim Elli ott said that the character of the missonary deddes the qudlity
of his work. Poets, artists etc may produce beauty while living rotten lives, bu Christian
workers can't.)

2:1. YOU KNOW- #1:4. Whatever others might say, they had personally experienced
his behaviour, message, and the nsequences in blessng and perseaution. This
shoud gve them confidence to continue with God, the Gospel, and Paul.
BRETHREN/Brothers- #1:4. God's Servants are to function in the loving fell owship
of the equally loved children of the Father, Mt 23.8.

SUFFERED - PHILIPPI- They knew at once what it would be like to be aChristian
because the wounds from the floggng would be still obvious when Paul arrived. The
pulic humili ation involved could be seen as discrediting Paul, his message, and his
Master, OR as authenticating hm as representative of the aucified Lord who in the
Gospel invites men to join Him in rejedion and resurredion.
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BOL D/dared- Parrhesiazomai- To spe& fredy, frankly, and fealesdy. Human wisdom
would have made him conced the ill -treament stirred up ky proclaiming the Gospel,
or modify it to present only aspeds attradive to heaers. But as it was GOOD news he
wanted as many as possble to hea it, so spoke fredy and frankly.

IN OUR/with the help of GOD- Serving the Lord may cost us dea. In fad human
strength, love, and will are inadequate. Life and service must be in fell owship with the
Master - they prayed and sang paises in prison! Only their living in God and the
aswrance of His commisgon, approval, and working throughthem to bless heaers,
coud emboden them to "Do it again,".THE/His GOSPEL- This gave Paul
confidenceto pread it unchanged.

CONTENTION/opposition- Agon A contest of athletes. (Eng Agorny.) Implies intense
exertion, and strenuos persistent effort, and the anxiety involved in this. Contests are
won in the mind as well as with the body. Used in 1 Tim 6:12; 2 Tim 4:7; Heb 121.
Inward Col 2:1; Outward, Phil 1:30. Always behind these the invisible spiritua
oppasition d God's enemies, Eph 612. In a sense the Christian's life is a battleground
between God the Holy Spirit, and Satan and hs rebel powers. Salvation meant the
Crossfor our Saviour. Salvationis effedivein us now only as we share the Crosswith
Him, Gal 2:20. We mustn't water down that Gospel. (Paul didn't have a ontentious
attitude, 2 Tim 2:23-26.)

2:3. EXHORTATION/Appeal- #Paraklesis- Para= to the side, alongside, Kaleo= to
cdl. Paul didn't rely on"Pulpit Work™" alone. God's srvants must draw close dongside
people, identifying with them so they can understand hav the Gospel applies to them
and their varied neals. The Holy Spirit is the Parakletos, Jn 1416; 1 Jn 21. What He
does within, He cdls usto do- to get alongside those in need, right where they are to
help them, 2 Cor 1:4. In contrast to this, Pagan or Semi-Christian parasites make a
living ou of hawking religiousideas, Acts 20:30; Rom 16:17-18; 2 Cor 11:3-4.

DECEIT/Err or- Plane- Eng Planet- leading sail ors astray if they used it to stee by. Paul
kept strictly to the truth as God gave it. Eagernessto read the thinking and desires of
the arrent generation tempts one to graft attradive humanism into the Gospel.
Christian deviations, and semi-Christian cults, are dways around to confuse the
heaers. No matter how pleasant the person, and dausible his message (how goodit
may look to us, Gen 3.6,) we must always ek the truth straight from God's Word,
with a humble prayerful willi ngnessto knav and doHisWill, Jn 7:17; 1 Jn 220.

UNCLEANNESSImpure motives- As in Mt 23:27, whatever is morally or spiritually
unclean. Sexual sin was a common fedure of idolatry and cults. It's gill not
uncommon with religious pretenders. Paul's message wasn't dirtied by unclean ideas,
or selfish motives. God whois pure and hdy was its ource and he proclaimed it in a
pure form in persona purity. Jews might view his association with Gentiles as
unclean, but God ddn't, Acts 10. That the Gospel purifies men's lives demonstrates its

purity.

GUILE/trying to trick you- dolos- To lure with bait, ensnare. Error may be made
horestly, Impurity implies dishonouable behaviour, Deceat is deliberate, and
purposeful. Dolos is the mark of the Devil and hs false messengers, Acts 13:10. Paul
presented the truth of the Gospel to men as smply as possble with a view to their
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understanding the fads, courting the @st, and so acceting it by exercising their God-
given freewill as God intended.

Paul didn't come with gowing reports of past successes, or offer personal fulfilment,
heding a wedth in this world as bribes to win conwverts. Didnt use spell-binding
oratory, or tricks of salesmanship. That would lease them thinking hav wonderful he
was and relying onhim, and that would be decaving them. Herelied onGodto dothe
persuading, and onthe heaers to make the deasions, 1 Cor 2:1-5. Paul knew that the
content of the message, the method d proclamation, and the life of the preader must
al be freefrom error, uncleanness and deception, 2 Cor 4:2. He'd gven God's Truth,
with God's motives, in God-honouing ways.

2:4 ALL OWED/Approved- #Dokimazo- To test, examine, prove with the hope of
approving. Originally of metals asin LXX Prov 810; 17;3. Perfed tense & bath the
testing and approving continue. Used of a person being approved for eledionto pubic
office. Cp scrutiny of US Residents, etc. God had in a sense set Paul apart for His
service from birth, Gal 1:15. He did so in a different sense, with Paul's willi ng co-
operation, a his conversion, Acts 9:1516; 22.10. More than 10 yeas later God
pulicly and formally approved Paul for His srvice and entrusted the Gospel to the
Gentiles into his hands, Acts 13:1-3. God's principle is the servant must be proved in
the sight of men, before he is pulicly authorised/ approved for pulic service 1 Tim
3:6-7, 9-10.

Paul claimed no rights or power to use & he pleased, but looked to, relied on felt
resporsible to God, and served Him confidently with a dea conscience, Ps 19:13; 1
Cor 9:27; 11:28; 2 Cor 5:9. So in ou lesser sense must we. How we behave in the
littl e things of our ordinary life may determine what He will trust us with, Lk 16:10-
12. If we dont work faithfully as asgstants, God won't give us dired responsibiliti es.
God tests us with a view to ou approval of Good, and therefore His approval of us.
The Devil Tempts - Peirazo - with a view to ruining men, and is always the acaiser
throughou the process Job 19-11; 2:4-5; Rev 1210.

PUT IN TRUST/entrusted with- Pisteuo #17 God trusts Himself, and His work to us,
when we trust Him! Paul rgjoiced in this, 1 Tim 1:12. Being entrusted with a message/
work is a dhalenge to persistent faithfulness whatever the mnsequences, Mt 25:21; 1
Cor 4:2. God enabled Paul inthis, 2 Tim 4:7.

SPEAK - Present tense, as a continuing exercise of stewardship.

PLEASING- #Aresko- To please, espeaally by serving. MEN- Words goken to please
the heaers will decave them and leave them to face God in the end, unprepared.
Paul's willingress to be dl things to all, 1 Cor 9:19-23, had in view, nat his own
popdarity but the dernal good d the heaers, and was aways anchored to the
unchanging truth of God. This gives saurity to Believers, who by following it know
their lives to be pleasing to God. His presentation d the Gospel WAS pleasing to
those who kelieved, but that was a spin-off from his srving God to pease Him. What
his commending Brethren, his converts, or his enemies though was naot his main
concern. His message never ceased to be God's property. He wasn't freeto modify the
message to please anyonre.
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GOD.. testsHEARTS- Ps 17:3. Asthe heat is 9 important to life it came to stand for
the whole mental/ moral/ rationa/ emotional/ volitional life of a person vewed as
having moral resporsibility towards God, and fellow man, Mt 12:34; 15:18-19, etc.
Present tense, a continual testing, implies Paul continues to pass God's tests, and this
was his constant eanest endeavour. Continually exposing His life to that light Jn 3:
20-21; 2 Cor 5:7-11, dlowed God to exercise "Quality Control,” over what it
produced. We dso nead to doso, and test every deasion with "What does God think
of/ say abou this?"

2.5 FLATTERING WORDS/flattery- Aimed at pleasing heaers © as to get them to
do what the speaker wants. The oppasite of #2:1, the open franknessof friendship. He

didnt adjust the message to make them fed good tell the people that they were
wonderful, etc.

CLOAK/mask- Prophesis- Pro= before, Phaino= To Appea. A mask used to hide fadal
expresson. A Cloak worn to conced a wegon, stolen good, etc. Covetousness

generally weas such. It doesn't expressitself openly, or even admit to itself its naked
gredl.

COVETOUSNESSGreed- An appetite that's never satisfied, but increases with every
gain. The sin which moves people to take alvantage of others, and amourts to
idolatry, Col 3:5. Paul didn't perform so as to gain wedth, praise, or anything for
himself. His successwas nat of the sort the worldly would envy, 2 Cor 6:10; Jn 1312-
17.

GOD ISOUR WITNESS AsHe done can knav motives. Only by choasing to livein
His presence, as Paul did, can His servants hope to be kept on the right path. As God

the Holy Spirit was in ead of them, they could ched personaly and receve His
witness

2:6 GLORY/Praise- #Doxa- Visible glory, from Dokeo= to seem. What Herod expeded
and gd in Acts 12:21-23. Paul didn't aim at, or insist on, being treaed with deference,
or told how wonderful he was. The preadier must spesk with authority, redising the
source and importance of his message Mt 7:29; 1 Pet 4:11, but never adopt a self-
important, domineaing a patronising attitude. Paul gloried in the Cross nat in
himself. Their world was full of men like Simon, Acts 8:9-11, so Paul challenged them
to chedk him out for any evidence of such attitudes. To enjoy appreaation from
conwverts is natural, but to work with that end in view frustrates God's purposes. A
witnessmust keep panting to his Lord so that his heaers join him in gving dory to
God for what is sid, and dore. Concen for one's right to honou, as Gods
representatives, and material suppat worthy of it, undermines all that is said.

2:6b-12. PAUL'SPARENTAL ATTITUDE TOWARDS CONVERTS.
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(A mother doesn't stand on ler dignity, or demand her rights with aninfant - to do so isn't
motherly. Motherly self-forgetfulness andself-sacrificeis a challenging example to al who
carefor "Babesin Christ" andwill saveus from self-seekng tactics.

A mother may want to kegp her infant dependent on her, and le content to seethe child happy in
himself. But a goodfather is eager to see his ©n gow up into an adnirable man, and
disciplines both himself and hs ontowards that god. Converts need bah kinds of care.)

APOSTLE S Apostolos- An authorised representative. Paul, like the 12, was chosen by
the Lord as His Authorised witnesd representative, but to the Gentiles. "Apostle” is
used in a lesser sense of other witnesses, Acts 14:14. Here, Paul includes Silas and
Timothy as associated with his ministry as an Apostle.

MIGHT/could HAV E BEEN- Dunamai- It was within their power to be.

BURDENSOM E/a burden- Baros- A weight, burden, or importance authority. Used of
obligation to suppat financialy, 1 Cor 9:1-15; 1 Tim 5:16. The Emperor's
representative was expeded to ad with the demanding arrogance of the Emperor, in
order to do hs work effedively. Paul, as Christ's representative, was Christ-like in
order to do hs work effedively, Lk 2224-27; Jn 134-17. Unspiritual men despised
him for this, and were impressed by thase who were self-important and demanding, 2
Cor 11:7-29. But in hisundemanding urselfish dependence on His Lord, he exercised
a spiritual authority, and set a high standard for God's srvants for al time, warning
them against demanding recognition d status, expeding congegation to boast their
egos and pakets, standing ontheir dignity, or becoming a burden by their fussness

2.7 GENTLE - Epios- Mild, gentle, as in 2 Tim 2:24-25. Used in Greek for parental
kindnessto youngand trying children. (Some MSShave Nepios, but Paul uses nepios
only of childishnessto be outgrown, Rom 2:20; 1 Cor 13:11; Ga 4:1, 3; Eph 414;
Heb 513) Either way it means that Paul adapted himself, his behaviour and message
to their need, nat expeding a demanding an adult resporse from them. All teaders
shoud avoid being self-centred, authoritarian, and assertive. We need to be God
oriented, and congregation-oriented in the sense that their neads and welfare ae more
important to us than ou status, comfort, and popuarity.

Paul is saying "We didn't stand on ow dignity as Apostles, authoritarian, and aloof, but
were ontent to think/ spe&k/ ad as a Mother, concened only with providing
protedion, nourishment, and care for those dependent on her - delighting in their well -
being, growth, and happiness So shoud we. Bold franknessand gentleness are bath
esential, merely gently giving in to the whims of a wilful infant is not kindnesd
exercising love.

AMONG YOU- Not Lording it OVER them, but identifying hmself with them 2 Cor
1:24; 1 Pet 5:1-3; as Christ commanded, Mt 23:8-12.

NURSE/Mother- Trophcs- Nursing mother. Trepho= To rea, nouish. HEd aded as a
mother on whom the babe is totally dependent. A Mother feeds a babe from her own
life. Trupheisused in LXX Gen 358; 2 Kings 11:2; 2 Chron 2211.
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CARING FOR- Thalpo- To kegp warm as a bird dces by covering its chickens with its
wings.

CHILDREN- Teknon One born into a family. From Tikto= to bea. Paul regarded
conwverts as his children, not as a source of income. A Mother's all-important role, in
the ealy yeas, paralels the conversion and establi shment stage of the Christian Life.
Being a mother is a 24hr a day job. God's srvants can't limit themselves to set hours,
or such time as we fed we can spare some time when it suits us.

** NOTE** Contrary to the nomsense spoken abou Paul being a woman heter, bitter
badhelor, etc he referred to women as "fell ow workers/ soldiers,” Rom 16:3; Phil 4:3,
even if they didn't share the speaking datform with hm. In Gal 4:19 he wrote "My
dea children for whom | am again in the pangs of childbirth urtil Christ is formed in
you," and here was obviously proud d having aded like amother. There'sagrea need
today for God's srvants to provide such closenessand care, such understandinglove.

DESIROUS/delighted- Eudokeo- A fredy and dadly chosen adion.

SOUL Ylives- #Psuche/Psyche- The Soul, inner self, that thinks, desires, feds, as it
reads to the people and things aroundit. It is what ead bulds for himself with the
spirit/ life principle God gves to man. Our Lord urged a love that was willi ng to lay
down its life/ Psuche for others, Jn 159-13 = give up its instinctive preferences, what
pleases us, and gve way to ahers, put their fedings, benefit, and dessng ahead o
our own. Zed, commitment, gift, skill sin communicaing the Gospel are dl good But
the one esentia is a devotion to, and fell owship with the God d Love that is willi ng
to gve upitsrights preferencesin order to pu itself at the disposal of those it serves,
and pou itself out in warm personal fellowship for their blessng, 1 Cor 13:1-7. We
give ourself to God in gving ouself to ou heaers, and vceversa, 2 Cor 8:7-9;
12:15; 1 Jn 316-18. The Gospel is a grea treasure, but those who gve it to athers
must give themselves with the Gift. Paul did na throw the Gospel at them, take it or
leaveit, and go haone to a comfortable bed, leasing them to fend for themselves. Souls
will not be won except in resporse to the love of Christ seen throughHis srvants. A
baby is nourished from its mother's oul as well as her body. So Paul was eager to gve
from his soul/ life.

DEAR- Agapetos- Beloved, very dea. When we give ourselves to bring the Gospel of
God's love to people, we find like Paul that those on whom we have compasson for
Christ's sake, 2 Cor 5:14-16, become personaly dea to us through fell owshipping
with God in gving and receving. When we dtempt to trea even enemies as the Lord
commands, Mt 5:44, He makes it possble, Rom 5:5. Withou such love no ore can
tead, pread, give help, etc of any value, 1 Cor 13:1-3. Even scruffy, unlovely and
awkward sinners will beacome dea to usif we tred them as Christ treas us.

2:9 LABOUR/tail- #1:4 TRAVA IL/hardship- Mochthos- Painful effort.

LABOURING NIGHT AND DAY - The Jews rightly taught that God expeded all men
to work, and Rabbis were not to charge for their services. Study withou pradicd
work becomes divorced from redity. Willi am Carey said "My businessis to pread the
Gospel, but | cobbe shoes to pay expenses." Providing for their own neels involved
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Paul and hs team in exhausting manual labou, as well as eanest withessng, and
selflessemotional and spiritual involvement in shepherding converts. Paul saw this as
setting an example to them, as a Father does for his ns.

BE CHARGEABLE/a burden- Epibareo- To buden heavily. Some like Jason were
well off. But the later generosity of the Thessalonians came from powerty, 2 Cor 8:1-
2. See &so 1Cor 9:1-18for other reasons.

* NOTE** While working for his living was Paul's chasen way to show appredation o
God's graceto him, 1 Cor 9:16-19, it was also a missonary strategy, 2 Th 3.8-9. We
regp what we sow. Heaers interpret the Gospel in terms of what they seein the
preadier. If he emphasizes giving to God, some will gladly give money to kegp hmin
"Holy Idleness' sedng the giving as eaning favour with God, and paying the haly
man to pray for them. If he seemsto be in a position d wedth, comfort, and prestige,
they exped conversion to bring them the same privileges. As Paul patterned the way
Believers dhoud ean their living in the seaular world to the glory of God, and as a
witnessto their Lord, converts could lean to dothe same, and nd beidle, 1 Th 411-
12; 2 Th 37-9. It also set a standard by which conwverts could judge the sincerity and
helpfulness of those who might wish to be their Church leaders, 2 Cor 11:12. His
converts saw leadership asasaaificia service

When the Disciples proclamed the Kingdam, they had the right to material suppat,
and gave the material blesgngs of heding, etc. Mt 10:5-10. Christian preaders had
the right to material suppat because they brough spiritual blessngs, 1 Cor 9:6-14.
Paul as a Christian preader patterned depending dredly on the Lord, not looking to
the world for suppat, 3 Jn 7. He acceted haospitality when it was offered by Lydia,
Acts 16. and presumably from Jason. And, he was pleased to accet suppat from a
congegation d its own vditi on when they were established and dependent diredly on
the Lord, Phil 4:14-19. He expeded asdstancein his further misson from establi shed
asemblies, Rom 15:24.

PREACHED- Kerusso- To proclaim the Gospel as a herald- Kerux. A herald's work is
to state his Master's will | oudy and clealy - Good rews or bad, accept it or rebel, the
fadsaren't arguable. It's then upto the heaersto dosomething abou it. We Christians
are cdled to be heralds with a fadual message/ Kerugma to proclaim/ Kerusso, 2 Tim
4:17. But we're dso to Evangelise- spread the Good rews and seek to persuade men to
accept it.

2:10YOU.. WITNESES.. GOD- A solemn apped. Man sees the outward appeaance,
God seesthe Heat, 1 Sa, 16:7. Both are important. Paul, as God's srvant, kept both in
mind, so as to rightly represent his Master. The threewords that follow are alverbs
stressthe nature of their visible adions/ behaviour. (Adjedives would have described
their charaders.) Actions are visible, and so fads beyond argument. Charader may be
a PR projedion. Paul sums up what he's been saying by appeding again to their
memory and the withessof God, and using the figure of a Father's care.

HOLILY/holy- Hosios- The caeful discharge of duties towards God. Pure from evil
conduct, and olservant of God's will . Hosios and Dikaios overlap, covering al of life
in relation to God and Man. JUSTL Y/righteous- Dikaios- Originally to follow Dike=
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custom, right, rule, with regard to religious and civil obligations. So that which is
Righteous. Eng. originally "Rightwise." God is Righteous in judgng/ treding all
withou partiality or favour. Paul lived righteously in his dedings with men. To do ou
duty to ather peopleis an esseential part of Godliness

UNBLAMABL Y/blameless #Amemptos- His condwct was such that no-one had reason
to criticise him. He could and would be pleased to have done what he had dore when
he saw those he loved imitating hm. Example is important. The moral content of the
Gospel Message Paul preadied, and God's use of it to transform their lives, both
suppated the daim that the messengers aded morally.

BELIEVE- #1.7. Faith is ® esential a fedure that in the NT Christians are often
referred to as thase who kelieve. It's not to say that Paul didn't behave in the same way
to unlelievers. He's writing to thase who hed believed the Message, and God's
Messenger.

2:11 KNOW- #1:4. Common legal formula before a statement or deaee EVERY
ONE/each- Emphasises personal concern and effort on behalf of every believer.
Foll ow-up work with ead convert is essential. He didn't try to impaose aset of rules on
them, but as they brough themselves and their situation to his attention, discussed
with them what God hed to say abou what they shoud be and doin it.

FATHER- If a spe&er fails to love, be @mncerned for/ compasdonate towards his
audience, (as agoodfather is with his own children,) harsh, cold, abrasive ministry is
given, or tolerant, uncaring ministry. We neead to remember what happened when
Moses "told off" the Isradites, Num 20:10-12. The Father's role of example-setting is
esential, and he may hope his example will be foll owed, but he is resporsible to make
it explicit by explanation and instruction, and at first/ as required, enforceit by loving
discipline, 1 Cor 4:14-21; Gal 4:19-20; Heb 125-13.

Fathers were responsible for the moral and kehavioural development of children to fit
them to live rightly in the situation they were born into. Paul took the resporsibility of
re-sociali zing them into the new, and in many ways diff erent, community into which
they had entered by the New Birth. The Christian Faith, and Christian life, and their
new Master/ Owner who had puchased them by His blood meant radicd changes.
Conwerts dill nead re-socialising, out of the destructive ideas and hebits of their
unsaved lifeif they areto be dfedively incorporated in the body of Christ anditslife.

Suggesting that socia-integration (Leaning howv to live and work in relation to the
world at large) is the Father's role - and that personality integration (Leaning to be a
happy and worthwhil e person) is the Mother's role, isn't meant to lay down exclusive
separate parental roles, as circumstances differ from home to hame. Mother and
Grandmother moulded Timothy's life, 2 Tim 1:5; 3:15. Lamenting the passng d a
more ordered society is a waste of time. Let's concentrate on encouraging the
nurturing and admonition d al, by whoever is within read. Paul nouished them as a
Mother - instructed, exhorted, comforted, charged them, as a Father, as God is
recorded dangin Ps10313; 1sa49:15-16; 66:13.
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EXHORTED/encouraging- #Parakaleo- To Call to ore's sde- so to beseed, exhort,
give comfort, help, strengthen, encourage, tead, chee. Literaly kept encouraging,
kept comforting, kept urging.

COMFORTED/comforting- #Paramutheomai. To spe&k alongside, as Jws came to
"comfort” Mary and Martha, Jn 1119, 31. Paul came right where they were, and
shared their concerns with them at close quarters. There's value in cottage medings,
home Bible studies, etc. Both words remind s of the neal to get close to people,
understand the needs they fed, 2 Cor 1:3-6; 1 Th 5.14.

CHARGED/urging- Martureo- Witnessed/ testified the truth to them. From Martus= a
Witness Eng. Martyr. Not merely presenting highideds, and deasant daydreans, but
God's unchanging requirements that challenge us all, by which Paul himself lived. His
tender consideration, and making hmself al things to al men, never let them lose
sight of the fad that it was God that he and they were answerable to as Credor,
Redeaner and Judge, 1 Cor 9:19-27. We must never think of Grace & an excuse for
the presumptuous folly of "God undrstands me, and loves me so it's aright to ignare
or disobey Him," Gal 5:13. Obedient fellowship with God is the only alternative to
disaster in ore form or ancther.

With these three words (As with triple statements generaly) there is considerable
overlap that strengthens and balances the meaning d the whale. In the NT, admonition
caries an element of comfort, but there's no thougtt of comforting that doesn't face
the fads of Scripture, and help the believer to carry out the common duies of life with
more onfidence, understanding, efficiency, and less wea and tea. Amidst the
oppasition, and problems we may face(as they did) we neeal strengthening assurance
to kegp gang with God, and that pleasing Him is all-important. Not the false comfort
of beingtold that aslifeisunfair we can shirk our resporsibiliti es.

2:12 WALK/live- #Peripateo- To walk, live, behave. A chasen course of adion which,
taken a step at a time, produces a lifestyle, and ensures a result - whether or nat it's a
result we wanted. The whole round d adivities of the individual life. While "walk" is
an dd-fashioned word it reminds us that in leaningto live the Christ-like life we take
one step at atime. One small dedsiory choice d atime, to please Him. Being ban into
God'sfamily, Jn 1:12, comes before leaning to walk, with its tumbles/ teas, triumphs/
joys. Walkingis never effortless but ead step taken in fell owship with God, as Enoch
leaned, is good and a step closer to Glory. Paul often links doctrine, lifestyle, and
destination. If, in working ou the will of God in fellowship with Him, Phil 2:12-15,
we make eabt choicewhiletalking it over with ou Lord, we will be walkingwith One
we love. Asthat can be apleasurein ordinary life, soit isin the spiritual, 1 Jn 1.7. We
have to chocse to take eab step, a step at atime. Being puwshed is likely to land us flat
on ou facé

WORTHY- Axios- Suitable, worthy. Linked with "of equal weight” ie balanced - in
conformity with the balanced charader of God, not an embarrassnent to Him, see
Rom 16:2; Eph 41; Phil 1:27; Col 1:10; 3 Jn 6. We can't be worthy of God's gifts, but
having been gven them by grace shoud use them worthily. Eadch conscience is to
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develop kefore Godin afell owship and walk of love. Not spelling ou legali stic detail s
that smother fell owship and provide the Christian with an apparent alternative path to
self-righteous worthiness Greek priests were expeded to live in a way worthy of the
godthey served. Totaly different ways, depending onwhether they were apriest of
Mars, Venus, Apadlo, Athene..... The dharader of their god determined the charader
of their behaviour. So God hes sid "Beye Holy as| am Holy, Lev 11:45; 1 Pet 1:16.

CALL - #Kaeo- To cdl/ be cdled, invite or summon with a purpose in view. Used of
the Cal God makes to individuals in the Gospel. While God's Call is aso from
eternity, and made dfedive & a point of time when man responds, here it's present
tense. His constant cdling ws to be haly in daily living, 2 Cor 6:14-18; Phil 3:12-14.
Being a Christian is a dynamic situation, not a static one. We're cdled to be adive,
becaise Godisin usworking against our natural state, changing us towards the future
one, Phil 2:12-16; 3:20:21.

KINGDOM - The sphere of God's rule. In ancther sense the sphere in which Hisruleis
adknowledged. It can be entered today only by New Birth, Jn 3.5, asit's an invisible,
spiritual kingdan, 1 Cor 2:6-16, under a rejeded King who must remain in hearen
until He returns to redify all things, Acts 3:18-24. These include the fulfilment of the
promises to National Israd given through Isaiah, Zedhariah, etc Acts 1.6-7. The
synoptic Gospels are full of the Kingdam, but close with its rgjedion by the then
Nation d Israd. Paul explains the dfed of this, and the future kingdam in Romans
chapters 9-11. Meanwhile he writes of how, while suffering with a rgeded King,
enjoying nore of the material blessngs of the future visible kingdan, we aeto live.

The Christian is under a new Covenant, 2 Cor 3:6-18, part of a new credion, 2 Cor
5::15-21, anew man livingin anew sphere - Kingdan of Light, of His Son, Col 1:12-
13. with a glorious future to live up to, Mt 25:31-34; Phil 2:9-11; 2 Tim 4:1, 18. We
can't accept alower standard than He set out in Mt 5 etc. We're to enjoy and manifest
the righteousness peace and joy of thase who willingly live under the Kingship/
Lordship of Christ, Rom 14:17, having been placel there by His Grace Col 1:10-14.

In ore sense the Kingdan of God is universal. Althoughthis eath is a sphere of
Satanic rebellion God hasn't relinquished His claim to it. The Crossand resurredion o
Christ establi shed the total righteous defea of the rebellion, Col 1:12-20; 2:9-15. We
are to stand with Him in praying that His will be done oneath asit isin Heaven, and
set out to do it ourselves. Not the nolde, but ignaant folly, that we can by human
effort enforce the Kingdam on a reluctant world. Our only possble victories are in
unionwith His Cross Gal 2:20.

GLORY-#26 Where it refersto gory from men. Hereit's the visible moral splendou of
God as it will bereveded in the future. The OT spoke of Glory in Fiery Radiance, etc.
In the NT the Disciples saw God's Glory in every asped of the life of Christ, Jn 1:14.
Every Believer, as they faceHim in His word, prayerfully willi ng to reflead Him in
their lives, isincreasingly changed towards that glory by the adion d the Holy Spirit,
2 Cor 3:15 4:10.

Kingdan and dory are linked to a single pronoun as they're inseparable. "In your
Glory,” Mk 10:37, is "In your Kingdam, "Mt 20:21. In that day the whole Credion
will beruled so asto gve mankind the maximum fulfil ment of the beauty and dessng
inherent in it. Y et unregenerate mankind, given the dhance, will rebel, Rev 20:7-9. But
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we ae dalenged to live now, saaificialy to His Glory, by His grace ad indwelli ng
power, to reignthen, Rom 8:12-25.

2:1316 PAUL AGAIN THANKSGOD - FOR THEIR RESPONSE

(Their resporse to God's word unckr fierce perseaution repeated what had hapened in Judea,
making it obvious that God was at work.)

2:13 AND- NT writers often begin sentences with "and' meaning "Keep in mind what
I've just been sayingwhile | tell you something more.

RECEIVED- #Pardlambo- To take to oreself, adively, involving a dose personal
relationship between teader and taught as living links in the passng on ¢ Gods
Truth - like abaton change in a relay. Paul uses it of the puldic, oral handing-on o
aready establi shed statements before the NT was written down, 1 Cor 11:23; 15:1-3.

WORD OF GOD- God was giving His Word, statements of fads etc, through the
Apostles and prophets, like Paul. It was written dowvn for usin the NT, Eph 220; 2 Pet
1:21; Jude 3. Now it's preated/ taught from the Bible, by His srvants. It remains HIS
Word dredly to the heaersas it had been throughPaul.

HEARD- Implyingto hea and okey. RECEIVED/accepted- #1.6. Welcomed heatily, a
personal resporse of Faith and commitment, Phil 4:9.

WORD OF MEN- It's natural to want to be believed becaise of whowe ae and hov we
spe&k. Paul made apoint of not using verbal skill s or psychologicd strategies, 1 Cor
2:1-5. We shoud bea in mind that what God is saying may be douded by our words,
manner, method, and attitude, or shine out clealy for heaersto grasp.

BUT ASTHE WORD OF GOD- As they head Paul's words, they head God's Word.
Faithful stewardship and the work of the Holy Spirit combined to make this happen.
Doesn't imply Paul's infalibility, or robaic adion, but that God in Paul, and Paul
abiding in God, Jn 151-8, were the means that God uwsed in spe&ing to them. What
Paul gave was not his contribution to their ideas abou God, but an authoritative
proclamation by a amessenger authorised and approved by God, saying "God says.."
Paul resisted the temptation to adjust his message to the aurrent philosophes, and felt
neals, but what God gave him was designed to med red neals as God krew them,
and so what he preaded was far more relevant than any alternative.

AT WORK IN- Asin Phil 2:13. In spite of advances in psychology, social living and
communicaions «ills, so much time spent in compassonate Christian courselling
from pulpit, in conversation, and pint, is as effedive & ointment on cance. It's
important that we "sit where those to whom we speék, sit," but essential that we stand
with God in the power of His Spirit in what we say, so that they are compelled to bresk
out of their "me-centred" thinking into a sight of the glory of God and the horror of
sinful self-idolising independence, Ezek 3:1519. Self-satisfied parrotting o the
traditional verbal form of the Gospel isworse than useless But the Pauls, Wesleys, etc
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solved more personal and socia problems in an hou's preading than any courselling
clinic does in a yea. God knaws the nead beneah the symptoms, and spe&ks to that
neal, by raising upfaithful Gospel preaders. As they preat His Word, in the love
and paower of the Holy Spirit God reades out to the hearers with the holy wisdom, love
and paver to solve dl neeals by working within. There is no pessble solution for
human neal that can operate on the basis of God leing allowed to do a littl e for the
nealy one, at their discretion.

BELIEVE- #1.7- Present tense, continuing Faith/ obedient trust in God and His Word.
Choasingto believeisa aisisand aprocess All God's promises becomered to us, are
experienced and enjoyed, only as we take them up in faith and use them. (All of lifeis
like that - neither soap na foodare ay use unlesstaken upand uwsed!)

2:14 FOLL OWERS/imitators- #1:.6. We need goodexamples. Paul may have used the
experience of Christ and Christians in Judea & an example of what they could exped.
There's always a st for thase who recave Christ and some negative readion from
those who dort. There was nothing d unred or deliberate cpying, The thankful,
triumphant lives of Believers s1ow Godto be & work.

CHURCHES IN JUDEA- The paint is that Jesus was rejeded and kill ed there. The
Church was formed there. The Gospel spread ou from there. The Thessalonica
perseaution was a locd manifestation d the hatred of Christ and the Gospel that had
existed from the start in Jerusalem. Yet Believing Jews gill existed as "Churches of
God in Judea" Paul worked to develop a sense of one-ness between the foundng
Church, and all churches, Rom 15:25-32. There's a reasurance in knowing what we
experienceis sared with ahers of God's people, Mt 5:11-12, and ou Lord, Acts 9:4.
Churches are in separate places, but united spiritually in Christ.

IN CHRIST JESUS In contrast to Synagogwes which till claimed to be God's
congegations, but who rejeded Christ.

SUFFERED- Because of being assciated with Christ. Aorist tense, an event and its
continued effed. Jewish perseaution d Christians in aliance with the Roman
authorities, both opp@ing the Lordship of Christ for diff erent reasons, continued urtil
the Revolt of the Jews against Rome, and the destruction d Jerusalem, AD 70.

COUNTRYMEN- Those of their own race ad culture. Those who could returally be
expeded to defend their rights turned against them, and dsowned them, when they
owned Jesus as Lord and Saviour. THE JEWS- Used o the leadership that oppcsed
the Lord Jesus, and so oppaed the Gospel, Jn 182; Acts 9:23; 13:45, 50.

2:15KILLE D THE LORD JESUS- Their crowning sin, as He was God in human form,
the perfed expresson d God's Grace ad Truth, and dsplaying the promised signs
that He was their Mesgah, Lu 4:18; Jn 1518-25. In dang this they worked through
the mob, and the Roman authorities, just as at Thesslonica All parties bea their
guilt, Acts 2:23; 1 Cor 2:8. The speaal guilt of the Jewish rulers was that they abused
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their pasition d privilege by persistent oppasition to God's purposes, Mk 12:1-9; Acts
3:14-15; 7:52.

DROVE OUT- Ekdioko- Ek= Out. Dioko= to Pursue, Perseaute. As they treaed the
fore-runrers, and Christ, so they treaed, James, Stephen, Paul, Mt 23:37; Acts 7:51-
53, 60; 12:1-4; 22:17-21. Jews from Moses on have denourced Jewish unlelief. Paul's
passonate outburst is part of his passonate desire to seehis Jwish people enter into
blesang in Christ, Rom 9:1-3. He still evangelised Jews first in eaty new town, Rom
1:16; Acts 19:8, etc. Paul's words give no excuse for the persistent anti-Jewish adions
of the profesang Church in the centuries foll owing Constantine.

DISPLE ASE GOD- By oppasing His purpases of blessng for all mankind, Rom 15:7-
12: 1 Tim 2:1-6. No urregenerate can please God in the sense of conforming to His
will . But by rgjeding God's Servant Son, they rejeded God Himself, Jn 1518-25, and
rejeded their role in His purposes of Grace were themselves rejeded.

CONTRARY /hostile TO ALL - Gentil es resented Jewish pride in despising all others as
unclean, as Tadtus remrded in his History, 5:5. By oppasing the Gospel, Jews were
oppasingthe universal good d al men, everywhere.

2:16 FORBIDDING/keep US.. SPEAKing TO THE GENTILES- Simply Non-Jews,
but Jews used it to mean they were unclean, ignarant, and under God's judgment. Jews
regarded the Gospel offer of Salvation to Gentiles withou demanding circumcision
and law-keeping as a dealy insult to their paosition and pride, and were making a
violent, persistent, effort to prevent it, Acts 22:21-22; Rom 9-11. Yet they had rgeded
the One to whom their Scriptures pointed as the only hope, Lk 13:34.

MIGHT BE SAVED- Aorist Passve- Men are the objeds of God's saving efforts, not
the eaners of Salvation. In Semitic thinking pupose and consequence go together.
The Salvation d the Gentil es was God's purpose - and its result. Jews, God's chosen
messengers, had rgeded Christ and the Gospel message, and were doing all they
could to stop the Gentil es from even heaing abou Him. This refleded Satanic malice
against Godand man, Lk 11:47-52.

FILL /heap UP- Filli ng the pan of a balance urtil it balances the weight on the other
side, Mt 23:32; Acts 7:52. Cp "Iniquity of Amorites not yet full," Gen 1516. The
horror of Jewish rgjedion and murder of their Mesgah is grea, but it was also a step
towards the purpose of Salvation d all who would repent. The worse sin was the
Rulers determined eff ort to ignare the evidence of His resurredion, and to silence His
messengers, Mt 28:11-15; Acts 4:17-21: 14;19. To pusue Paul from town to town and
stir perseaution against conwverts continued to add further sin. God gves men all
possblel profitable time to repent as in Noah's time, 1 Pet 3:20; 2 Pet 3:9; Rom 2:4.
And so that their evil, and the inevitability of punshment becmes obvious, as when
Sodam face faultless Angels. Only Christ's personal return will give National Israd
the dhanceto reverseitsverdict on Him, Mt 26:63-66;, Zech 1210.

WRATH OF GOD #1:10..TO THE UTTERMOST/last- Eis Telos- The point aimed
at as alimit. The statement is abrupt - emphasizing a sudden adion at a aiticd paint,
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with no return currently available. Sin and repentance had marked Israd's life, but
their rebellion hed readed its final, inexcusable limit.

It was appropriate that Gods resporsive judgment/ rejedion/ separation from
fellowship and Hessng shoud be symboalised by the destruction d Jerusalem and the
end d the Temple, saaificia system, etc. This was 20 yeas in the future, and Jewish
adions, Jn 1148, Acts 17:6 were intended to gain favour with Rome. But Roman-
Jewish conflict was building up Acts 18:2, and they faceal the inevitable visible
expresson d the wrath of God, Mt 21:42-43; 23:38; 24:2; 27.25. Paul in his loving
concern for his own people, and God's purpases, had the spiritual insight to seeit as
inevitable, Rom 9:1-3.

(In Rom 9-11 Paul makes a clear distinction between Jewish acceptors and rgjedors of Christ,
the process of Nationd regedion, andfuture Nationd restoration and blessng, and the
combined effed of bringing dessng onthe Gentiles, now andin the future.)

2:17-3:10 PAUL'SCONTINUING CONCERN FOR THEM.

(His absence might have seamed a heartlessabandomng d them that would weaken their desire
to be true to the Lord andthe Gospel.)

2:17 BUT WE BRETHREN/brothers- #1-4 Shows the change of focus from the Jews,
to them, and expresses aff edionate fell owship.

TAKEN/torn away- Aporphanizo- Lit. Bereaved/ orphaned, used of parents losing
children as well as vice-versa. This follows on the Mother/ Father relationship with
them, vs 7-12. Aorist Passve, an adionforced onthem, its effed continuing. Paul |eft
home and family for the Lord and gained an abundant new family aong with
perseaution, Mk 10:30. He felt empty and kereft and helplessin being absent from
them and ureble to exercise cae over them.

ENDEAVOURED MORE ABUNDANTL Y/made every effort- Not just atoken, half-
heated attempt out of a sense of duty.

GREAT DESIRE/intense longing- Paul/ God's srvants are not fatalists, or unfeding.
It'sright to be @mncerned, adive. Paul was no aloof, superior saint, with a professona
manner. He was a warm-heated, loving, involved-with-those-he-worked-with, person.

2:18 WOULD HAVE COME- Thelo- Usually a natural inclination - what someone felt
like doing, rather than adedsion d the will .

| PAUL- Emphasising that this was his personal desire, athoughit was Timothy who
had returned to them. His own concern was all the stronger becaise he was the one
being kept from returning.
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SATAN- A Hebrew/Aramaic word meaning enemy, opporent. In NT used orly of the
powerful rebel angel opposed to God, His people, and al good Defeaed in the Cross
and resurredion, Col 2:15, yet franticdly determined to doall he can to limit and mar
the objeds of God's Grace frustrate and spall..... until his final defed is enforced
pulicly, 2 Cor 2:11; 11:3, 13-15; 12.7; 1 Pet 5:8. Those who rgjed and oppae Christ
are hischildren, Jn 842-47.

HINDERED- Enkopto- To bre&k upthe road, bridges etc to hinder progressof an army.
His readers probably knew the visible hindrances. We donit neeal to. Perhaps Json
whod gore bail for him, Acts 17:9, refused to agreeto his coming. But Paul saw the
invisible hand d Satan in it. (In Acts 16:6 the Holy Spirit blocked their way.) Paul
doesn't tell us how he knew which was which, but he would be much more likely to be
right than we would be, as he was deding with God dredly, and writing the words
God wanted written for our leaning. We too can exped to persist against oppasiti on.

Paul wasn't quick to blame Satan as an excuse for human misfortune, failure, and sin.
In Romans he sets out man's date before God in sin, judgement, justificaion and
Christian living withou even mentioning Satan. See Jas 1:13-15. But Satan can stir
men upto oppae the work and people of God, 1 Pet 5:8; Rev 2;10, but only within
limits, Job 112, 2:6. Becaise he hindered, Paul wrote this letter which God has used
in blessng ever since

2:19 (A digointed statement/ exdted ouburst of loving concern.)

HOPE- #1.3. Confidence in their sincerity, but more in God who can be relied onto
compl ete the saving work He's begun, Phil 1:6.

JOY- #1:6. A parental pleasure in seang hs children dang well, and his Lord gorified
in them, Cp. Phil 4:1, 4.

CROWN- Stephanos- A crown for successat Olympic games etc, a pulic gpreaatiory
honou, military success or worn at awedding, etc. From Stepho= To Encircle. (Not a
Ruler's crown- Diadema.)

REJOICING/in which we will Glory- A reason for being justly proud and thankful. A
reward to take pleasure in. Paul wasn't driven by selfish ambition, and he wasn't an
emotionless pasdve tod of God. He was a heatily involved, unselfconscious,
obedient child of God/ servant of God, delighted to seethe cmnsequence of the love
and aaion they shared with God, and so share in its wonderful outcome.

Paul's vigorous and saaificial stewardship of the Gospel didn't have in mind hs
winning credit and crowns for himself. He rgjoiced in seang God's adivity in the lives
of converts, and their joy and steadfast progressin the Lord and His ways. He looked
forward to sharing in the triumphant joy of his Lord at seang them presented faultless
before the throne of God, Jude 24, etc.

YE/you- Paul was keen to go badk becaise he loved them as children, and felt so
involved in their joy, suffering, and progress He regoiced in al that they were and
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were beaoming, and would be in Christ, in the Glory. So shoud we. The sower and
regoer will med the results of their work in Glory, and rejoicetogether.

T E Wilson Quotes Lord Beaverbrook as sying "When | was a youngman | pitied my
father for being a poa man and a humble preader of the Word. Now that | am older |
envy him for hislife and hs carea." His advice was that there was more satisfadion
in being an Evangeli st than a Cabinet Minister and milli onaire & he was.

IN THE PRESENCE/when He mmes- #Parousia- Para= With. Ousia= Being. Not so
much the fad of His Coming, as of His being present with us, (Bodly presence
parousia wedk, 2 Cor 10:10.) What is red will then be seen, at His lidgment sed, 2
Cor 5 10 and "Well dore.." Mt 25:21 head. Christ's presence means Hope fulfill ed,
Joy, and Crown. The Lord will then gve Paul his eaned crown(s) but the sight of
them getting theirs will be hisjoy and pride. That Paul will know them, asaures us that
we will know our loved ores.

Parousiais atedhnicd term for aroyal visit, or suppased manifestation d agod It isn't
used in OT of the coming Kingdam. Inscription a Tegea "In yea 69 d the Parousia
of the god (Emperor) Hadrian in Greece' Such an Imperial Parousia was a sensational
display of pomp and ceremony and could bring a new era of prosperity for the district
- ashall ow figure of the Parousia of the God d Glory.

2:20INDEED- indicatesthisis asummary of what Paul has been saying.

OUR GLORY- #2:6. AND JOY- #1.6. Two men are described as Doxa Christou= A
credit to Christ, 2 Cor 8:23. Cp Job 18. What his readers had become in Christ
through the Gospel made Paul proud and joyful. What they were drealy, gave him
confidenceto write 2:19. They refleded Paul's own life and attitude, 2 Cor 5:5-10.

Paul gloried orly in the Crossof Christ, asin Gal 2:20. He preaded that Crossas God's
answer to man's need 1 Cor 1:18. And in resporse to this they took it up, and Paul
could dory initseffed in ther lives, Gal 6:14.

CHAPTER THREE.
3:1 WE- Silas co-operating in the sending, Timothy in gang.

FORBEAR/endure- Paul's loving, worrying concern for their welfare becane such a
burden he had to do something abou it. While Ps 40:8 was true of the Lord, so was
Gethsemane. While in ore sense we're nat to worry, Phil 4.6-7, there's nathing robaic
abou our obedient, fruitful fellowship with the Lord. We function in the freedom of
sons, to chocse anong urcertainties the option which we believe is most likely to be
an expresson d Love for God, and ou fellow men. A certain amourt of worrying
abou people/ things, shared with ou Lord, isessential in this.

THOUGHT GOOD/best- Believing prayer for converts doesn't make foll ow-up work
less esential, wherever it's posgble. Paul sent a messenger, wrote a letter, and
continued to pray. The need o the converts came before the need of the Apastle.
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LEFT ALONE/by ourselves- Kataleipo- Left behind, forsaken. LXX Isa 3:26; 49:21.
While Paul chose this, he expresss his feding d loneliness withou human suppat
and encouragement.

IN ATHENS- An dien city, no mention d any Jewish synagogue, or converts from a
synagogte. The sight of idols everywhere oppressed him. Phil osophers mocked him,
and few responcded to the Gospel, Acts 17.

* NOTE** Details of their movements are unclear, andlargely irrelevant. Paul was alone in
Athens, Acts 17:15, andCorinth Acts 18.5, so presumably theyjoined him at Athens andwere
sent back, Slasto Berea? Phili ppi? andTimothy as described here.

3:2 TIMOTHY- As a haf Greek, Acts 16:3, his appeaance and speed would be less
conspicuous than Paul's, and he would have played a lessvisible part, so lesseasily
reaognised and rioted against. "We" made the deasion, 3:1. He was a helpful and
willi ng substitute for Paul, Phil 2:19-24, and that was the measure of Paul's loss

MINISTER OF GOD- [RT] Diakonaos- Used to describe any kind o work dore in the
church Eg ministering the word, or food Acts 6:2,4. God's fellow worker- [Nes]
Sunergos- Sun= with. Ergorn= work. In dder/ fewer MSS A striking statement Scribes
might well water down. Paul says we're workers together with God in 1 Cor 3:9. It's
breah-taking to think that God is working with us as we work, but God makes many
statements that shock us out of our small- minded/ low expedation/ settle-into-a-rut
thinking, Mt 19:24; 21:21; Jn 1413; Eph 320, etc. God's dired invovement in the
Believer's life is made dea in Jn 1423; 15:1-10; Phil 2:12-13, and is the reason we
shoud take life responsibly. In working with Paul Rom 16:21, Timothy was also
working with/ for God. He didn't have to have Paul with him in order to do God's
Work, so they were to accept him as representing God as well as Paul.

GOSPEL OF CHRIST- While in a sense Believers are fellow-workers with God,
(getting the Gospel out and encouraging those converted by it) it is CHRIST'S Gospel
- proclaiming Him, His person and work.

ESTABLISH/strengthen- #Sterizo- To make seaure, establish. From Sterix= a prop.
Note how a framework with cross timbers, braces, etc in paceis made stable. This
takes time and effort on the part of Bible teaders and converts. Sterizo is used often
of establishing conwverts in the Christian faith and life, in the face of ignarance
personal weakness and perseaution, Acts 14:22; 15:32; Rom 1:11; 16:25; 2 Th 217; 1
Pet 5:10; Jas 5:8. There's no pant to proppng up anything God hesn't establi shed/
isn't using, but Human commitment and eff ort is neaded to ensure God's work goes on
well. Used in LXX Ex 17:12, and d Peter in Lk 2232,

COMFORT/encourage- #2:11. One aticle is used with strengthen and encourage &
they're parts of the one process There's a mnstant neal to help Christians adjust to
their new situation, status, beliefs, works, and life-style. Consolidate them into a
sound growing, happy, effedive and worthwhil e pattern of living.

CONCERNING/in- Peri- #1.7. Everything that concerns our life of faith.
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FAITH- #1.3. Enthusiasm is fine, but enthusiasm withou knowledge is like running in
the dark. God's srvants neal to get alongside converts to clarify their understanding
of the truth, reassure them, show them how to pu it into pradice how to persist and
grow strong, confident and joyful in fell owship with the Lord and ore anather.

All neal to be established and encouraged in persona trust in God, i.e. trustful
acceptance of al that He has given usin Christ in alife centred on Christ, as reveded
in "the Faith" Jude 3. The statements of Scripture produce personal faith, which
produces faithful living based on them. Having begun well, 1:6, they were to be
increasingly steadfast and full of the works of faith/ moral and spiritual fruitfulness
That therelll aways be a neeal to improve is an incentive to eanest, cheaful
endeavour.

3:3 MOVED/unsettled- Unlesswe're established in the Lord and His will reveded in
His Word we have no stability, Eph 411-16, is the general meaning. The Greek word
meant wagged as adogstalil!

DESTINED FOR- A natural readion to perseaution is to think we've made amistake,
we can't be pleasing God after all. If we've become God's children, surely He wouldn't
let us suffer? Paul reasaures them that perseaution was anormal part of being accepted
by and acceptable to, God, Mt 5:11; Jn 1633; Rom 8:17; Phil 1:27-30; 2 Tim 3:12.
Christ lived in perfed fellowship with the Father, and suffered. This was His path to
Glory, and we share it with Him, Jn 1510-24; Col 1:24. Sonship involves chastening
love, Heb 125-13, and equips usto help athers, 2 Cor 1:3-4.

Conwversion pus us on a alli sion course with the Godessof thisworld. It will test and

refine our faith as gold is refined 1 Pet 1:.5-7. God will aways make it possble to
come throughthe test well, by providing a"Way of escape,” 1 Cor 10:13. God daesn't
organise perseaution. He permitsiit, over-rulingit for good

3:4 TOL D/kept telling- Imperfed tense - He'd told them often..

SHOULD- Inevitably becaise of the nature of the Gospel, the nature of those that
rejeded it, and the life Christians are cdled to enjoy in Christ against the presare of
the world, Rom 8:13-17; 12.2. SUFFER TRIBULATION/be perseauted- #Thlibo-
To be put under presaure & the aowd PRESSED around Jesus. Mt 7:14. Welll fed
crushed by the presaure of the mass of unsaved humanity going in the oppaite
diredion - towards Hell, Phil 1:29-30. Paul reminds them that his experience and
theirs was what is to be expeded as part of the ded. Normality for the Church is
perseaution, Mk 8:34; Lk 2:34; Acts 14:22.

KNOW- #1:4. They had see it happen and could understand its role in human lives.
The Gospel must be horestly presented as including suffering, loss problems in this
life, balanced against spiritual gain. Possessons and ease may be lost, but our soul is
nat only saved, it is enriched, made Christ-like, as Paul was, Phil 3:1-15.
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3:5 FOR THIS CAUSE/reason- Sums up 1-4. | SENT- Earnest believing prayer didn't
mean he could complacently shrug df personal resporsibility to dowhat he could to
help them. Believing payer and helpful adions go together.

KNOWI/find out about- Ginasko- Personal fellowship knowledge. To lean how they
were wedhering the storm, by being with them.

YOUR FAITH- #1:4. Enthusiastic congegations, Church growth, etc are fine, but Paul
gets graight to the heat of the matter - their believing relationship with God in Christ,
and faithful obedient living in resporse to the Gospel revelation d God and His will .
Faith isthelivinglink with God from which all else grows.

TEMPTED- Peirazo- To test, tempt, prove. Exposure to such testing is necessary, and
commended in 1 Cor 14:29; 1 Th 521; Jas 1:2-4; 1 Jn 41. The word has no
asgciation with improvement, but rather with gving people the danceto show/ find
out what they redly are. Being truly human Christ was tempted, and His snlesqess
demonstrated. Testing shows what men will try to doin resporse to the presaure. God
can't be tempted by Evil, and isn't the source of any evil option men face Jas 1:13-15.
The Tempter is at work all the time, but Paul means "tempted you succesdully so as to
make your professon wselessfor God."

With God the Holy Spirit, the stronger One, Lk 11:21 in us, demonic posesson,
oppresson, or depresson from WITHIN is impossble. But Satan manipulates our
circumstances to bring pressure on s throughthose who threaen o alure us as we
walk with the Lord. Mk 7:20-23: Jas 1:13-15. His aly within us, the Flesh, realily
responds to histhreas and lribes, with the result that we can be distraded, distressed,
fed oppressed and depressed and will be so in the measure in which we disobey Phil
4:4-9; Col 3:17.

IN VAIN/useless Kenos- God permits the tempter to offer us easy alternatives to His
will, leaving ws a son's freedom to serve Him gladly. Paul expresss parental concern
that they chocse well, and passthe test. Otherwise dl he'd dore, al he'd been praising
God for, (and in a sense Calvary) while of itself valued by God, if they failled to go on
with the Lord, would fail to dorify Him and a blessthem, 2 Cor 6:1; Gal 2:21; Phil
2:16.

3:6 But- There's a warm emotional tone in this expresson d Paul's loving concern for
their well-being, turned to joy at the news.

FAITH- #1.3. CHARITY/love- Agape. The two sides of the win of Gody Christian
living, Gal 5:6. Faith represents their attitude towards God, rather than their
faithfulness and Love is the result, and Vice versa. Faith and Love aen't just words,
but living vtal rediti es of whole-heated loving commitment to God, the Gospel, and
ead ather, not just stubban correanessof doctrine and life.

GOOD REMEMBRANCE/pleasant memories- They looked badk on hs visit as a
goodand keneficial thing, with loving appredation d him. They shared his desire to
be together and have fellowship in the Lord. Our attitude towards God, the Gospel,
His srvants and His people, go handin hand.
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3:7-8 COMFORTED/encouraged- #2:11 BY/because of- Both true. FAITH- The
original ad of trust becomes a wntinuing reliance onthe Lord that stabili ses the life of
the Believer/ obeyer, and matures them in Christ-likeness As we go onwith ou Lord
in His reveded will , preater/ heaer, yound old are ablessng and encouragement to
eat aher, Rom 1:12; 2 Cor 7:4, 7, 13; Philm 7.

ALL - suggests intensity, variety, frequency. AFFLICTION/distress #1.6. Troude
from being undr presaure with little freedom of adion. DISTRESSperseaution-
Paul was under external perseaution at Corinth, and internal concern for converts.
While he viewed such distress as part of his srvice for the Lord, 2 Cor 11:22-29;
12:7-10, their resporse made him rejoicein the proof of God's eff edive work in them.

WE really LIVE- In contrast to past anxiety abou them. The renewal of arelationship is
like life dter deah "My sonwas dead andis alive," Lk 15:24. Paul felt like that, 1 Cor
12:19-26; 2 Cor 7:3; 11:28-29. Hislife and service @muld continue in renewed peaceof
mind, joy, and effediveness when he had been reasaured abou them, Acts 18:5. To
hea of Gospel successes refreshes our own spiritual life and service

|F/since- IF, as | now know you da Not uncertainty. STANDing FAST/firm IN THE
L ORD- Actively continuing to expresstheir Faith and Love by living daily to honou
the Lord and enjoy fellowship with Him in the path of His will. Their doing this was
Paul's grea concern. Cp Phil 1:20-26. All the Christian is, has and daes exists in a
relationship with Christ, 2 Cor 5:17. It is enriched and enabled by His being their
Lord, 1 Cor 15:58; Phil 2:1-15. Their will suppated by God lies at the badk of their
outward firmness

3:9 FOR YOU in return FOR- Antapoddomi- To gve badk as an equivaent
repayment. No passble thanksgiving is adequate to express the relief and joy Paul
feds at the news, but he's putting hs whale heat into the thanksgiving, and so shoud
we. Cp Rom 1:8; 1 Cor 1:4; Phil 1:3; 1 Th 12; 2:13, 2 Th 1:3. He doesn't thank
THEM, for the encouragement but instantly goes to the source, God, expressng an
overwhelming sense of His grace ad goodress Grace &perienced-> thanksgiving to
God-> Glory, 2 Cor 4:15.

ALL T HE JOY- Giving thanks is a debt. In paying, it becomes a joy. Dee heat's
concern intensifies joy, as it had intensified his suffering and dstress Shallow
humanity accepts joy as of right, and pomptly forgets what a graceit is to us, any
neal that precaled it, and the st to God and man that provided it. By treding that
gracelightly we soonlose that joy. Paul treasures the joy and like David, 2 Sam 23.15
17 turnsit Godwards in thanksgiving, and so continuesin the joy.

BEFORE!/in the presence of OUR GOD- A spiritual rgjoicing in God's goodress nat a
fleshly self-satisfadionin the successof his own work. They and Paul shared injoy in
the presence of God. A joy out of read of any perseauting tyrant or mob, and so dowe
share. Joy in what the Lord is doing/ has dore, joy in His people and their progress
marks those who serve the Lord. He pays well even in the present life, Mk 10:29-30,
and ahead isHis"Well Done," Mt 25:21, and the "Excealing Joy," Jude 24.
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3:10 NIGHT AND DAY - Spontaneously and hebitually, at any hou. PRAYING-
Deomai- Used of asking a speaal favour out of a sense of persona need and with a
strong devotion to the one asked. Life in their trials was Life triumphing in the Lord.
This moves Paul to thanksgiving, and prayer for the chanceto be with them helpfully.

EXCEEDINGL Y /earnestly- huper ek perissos- A doude compound \erb- excealingly
overflowing all bounds. A strong emphatic statement of persistent interest/ concern
1:2; 213, 3:6; 5:16-17. SEE YOUR FACE/you agan- This would enable full and
resporsive aommunication. Paul felt the limitations of distance and pen and paper, but
in Prayer he was with them before the faceof God.

PERFECT/supply- Katartizo- To equip an army, put nets in order, etc. (Mt 4:21; Lk
6:40; 1 Cor 1:10; Gal 6:1; Heb 105; 11:3; 13:21; 1 Pet 5:10.) Paul longed to be with
them to compl ete the work of equipping them with Doctrine, and Pradicd Wisdom for
living. But Satan's kegping them apart was over-ruled by God so that this very letter
was part of the Scripture which by God's life-giving lreah, Gen 27, equips Believers
in every needed way, 2 Tim 3:16-17.

LACKING- Not blaming them, or apologising for failing to gve them everything when
he was there. Cp. Rom 1:11-12. Time had been limited, but equally only when a
cetain level has been stabili sed can further truth be added, Jn 1612. They showed no
ladk of zed and loving loyalty, but needed further knowledge andinsight. Paul always
rejoices in the Good as an encouragement to add to it, being content with nahing less
than the perfedion pupaosed by God in the Gospel 2 Cor 11:1-3. Ch 4-5 takes up the
task by letter, reminding, reinforcing, clarifying, extending what he's arealy taugh.
Conwversionisn't the Goal of the Gospel, but the start.

FAITH- #1.3. Not the measure in which they trust God, so much as their understanding
of the truth of God, Jude 1:3, in which they trust, and its outworking in love, life, and
service fellowship with God and man. There was a tremendouws contrast between
current Heahen ethics and those of the Gospel. Plus the complete ladk of Christian/
NT literature for them to refer to. Thereis dill such agap following conversion onthe
Misgonfield of say Africa with the persistence of traditional witchcraft etc anong
conwverts. The nedl is increasing in the homelands as Western civili sation throws off
its Christian heritage. Faith sums up the whole Christian experience, in which we need
to mature, Phil 1:6-7; Col 1;10; 2 Th 1:3. This datement leads reail y into the teating
sedion.

3:11-13THREE PRAYER SUBJECTS.
(Removal of barriers to his return. Increased lovefor each ather, complete haoliness)

3:11 NOW- As Paul thinks of what he has been writing, and the dernal consequences,
he naturally and simply brings everything into the presence of God, and acknowledges
that all hoped for isin Him. GOD HIMSELF- An emphatic statement that God is
diredly interested in, and adive @mncerning al that affeds His children. Satan may
hinder and tempt, but Paul appedsto omnipotent Love.
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LORD JESUS CHRIST- That Paul naturally and sportaneously addresses the Father
and the Son equally in prayer, linked with ore verb in the singuar, shows that he
accepted the Lord's gatement that He and the Father were one in person and pupose,
Jn 1030. That the One God d the OT was Father, Son, and Holy Spirit was an
esential Christian dactrine from the first. Except for quates from OT "Lord" seemsto
be used of the Son, only, indicaing that He exercises Sovereign authority on kehalf of
God 1Cor 15:23-28; Phil 2:6-11. Father and Lord are used as titles in relation to the
Believers, as children and servants. Father and Son in relation to ead ather in the
Deity. (Elsewhere Paul refers to them as adingin distinctive ways - The Son des/ the
Father sends, etc. The Spirit isreferred to as the Agent of God and Christ, Rom 8:9-11.
We dare not wrangle over the nature and relationships of the Godhead. We must stick
to the words of Scripture, His chosen words, and wonder, worship, and oley.

DIRECT/clear the WAY - Literaly to Straighten, so to gude, or clea the obstades
Satan had used to block the road, 2:18. LXX used Direct in Ps 37:23; 40:2; Prov 4:26;
andit'sin Lk 1:79; 2 Th 35. Paul's efforts and God's diredions are two sides of the
same win. He gladly puts himself, and hs being with them, into God's hands, cdling
to mind His Person by naming Him fully. We too shoud at al times remember who
Heis, what He is in relation to us, and ask acordingly. Give thanks, and rest in the
cetanty that if we're willi ng, Hisgoodand perfed will be dore, in us, for, and by us.

3:12 THE LORD- Jesus, as in vs 11. Prayer is usualy addressed to the Father, in
Heaven, but to the Sonin Acts 7:59; 1 Cor 16:22;, 2 Cor 12:8; 2 Th 35, at His right
hand. It's appropriate & it was the Lord Jesus who uged that His disciples must love
one ancther, Jn 15 In NT Prayer is never to the Holy Spirit whois within the Believer
moving, direding, and enabling hm to pray, Rom 8:26-27. We can't understand
Prayer, but we aeto be wnstantly in God's presence dou everything.

MAKE YOU/your LOVE- Paul rgoiced that their Love was well known, 1:3, But if
love isn't growing, it's dying. Christian love is never just a feding, but a loving
adivity towards others, 1 Cor 13:1-5. When by the mirade of Gracewe pass from
deah (self-centrednesg to life, we're taken up ly God's love into fell owship with Him
in His loving pupases and work for al mankind. As New Creaures, 2 Cor 5:16-18,
we're to expressHim to athers. Cp. Gal 6:10.

INCREASE- Pleonazo- Used in "Sin ABOUNDED, Rom 5:20. ABOUND/overflow-
#Perisseuo- To super-aboundin quantity, or quality, be enoughand to spare. There's
no reed to ration ou loving adions. Just as 12 full baskets were left over beyond all
that the 5000 could ed, Lk 9:17, so God's provision d love "Overflows' -the same
word - all that we can possbly use or need. Paul hegs up words to emphasise the
importance of Growth in Love, here, in Faith, vs 10. Increase in quantity - the caise.
Overflow - the dfed. Biblicd devotionto God/ holinessis always expressed in loving
attitudes and adions towards others. Whil e Paul prays for thisto happen he dso urges
themto strive for it in 4:9-10.

ONE ANOTHER/each other- This was the first and most natural brea through from
selfishness and raaal/ social cultural barriers between the diff erent groups cdled by
the Gospel into the one Church/ body of Christ. It was achieved by God's Gracein
Christ crucified, and the enabling d God the Holy Spirit. Perseaution, if they didnt
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alow it to split them apart, strengthened their sense of unity. The neeal to exercise love
within the fellowship is dressd in Jn 1334; Rom 13.8; 1 Th 49; 1 Pet 1:22, 1 Jn
3:11-23.

TOWARDSALL MEN/everyone dse- In vs 10 Paul expeds God to use him to perfed
their understanding o the truth/ their faith; but here he states plainly that God Himself
Is the One who enables them to love & they shoud, Rom 5:5; Gal 5:22. And as the
latter chapter shows clealy, this happens as we're willi ng to ad lovingly in oledience
to ou Lord, and in dependence on Him. Serving ore ancther in the free surrender of
our wills, lives and souls st free by the Gospel. Having leant to love dl sorts of
people in the locd fell owship they were equipped to read ou in loving concern and
adivity towards those aound encouraged by the mutual suppat/ prayer of their
brothers and sistersin Christ, Rom 13:10; Gal 5:14. Even for perseautors, Mt 5:44-46.

AS WE- Generadly Preaters shoudn't draw attention to themselves, but exhortation is
useless unlessit's obvious we ourselves endeavour to dowhat we urge others to da
Paul asks them to edhothe love he and his fellow workers had exercised towards them,
2:7-12.

3:13 STABL I SH/strengthen- #3:2. Food strengthens the body, LXX 1 Sam 28:22; Ps
104:15. To try to make oneself Holy before God is doamed to fail . It becomes possble
only as God strengthens our heat, mind, will. It's on that basis alone that we're
commanded to be Holy, as He is haly, Lev 20.7; 1 Pet 1:1516. God rever Loves
exercises love in arder to gain anything for Himself, and that is the pattern we're taken
up into. Our desire to please God is to be aultivated bu to be viewed as a mere ethd/
refledion o Hislove to us. We're not told to behave in order to be loved, but to love
in order to be blameless and to allow God to strengthen us in that. Our stability isn't
produced by outward conformity to rules, but from the inward life of the Believer in
the presence fellowship of God. Holiness produces blamelessness naot just cdm and
confidence They're by-products of alife lived in fellowship with God. Any idedistic
zed not founded in that relationship will fail.

YOUR HEARTS- The whale inner being, not just emotions. Sins and fail ures grow out
of ladk of love, Rom 13:8-10. Growth into abundant overflowing love results in
blameless condwct, and hdiness of life. It is God's Purpose that we be Holy, Rom
8:29; 1 Cor 1:2; 1 Pet 1:2. It is the Position in which we ae placeal by the graceof
God, 1 Cor 1:30; 6:11. It is Pradicd and Progressve throughou our eathly life, 2 Cor
7:1, as the Holy Spirit works in us Eph 526-27; John 1717. It will be Perfed/
perfeded at the Coming d theLord 1 Th 313, 5:23; Jude 24.

BLAMELESS #2:10- Used of OT saaificesin LXX. In Phil 2:15; Jude 24, it's used of
our freedom from any cause of shame, and from shame itself. Consciously spotless
unembarrassed in relation to ourselves, becaise we'll know that we're what God wants
us to be/ made us for. The result of living in aboundng love for everyone will be a
state of blamelessessin regard to athers, and hdinessin regard to God. We'll have
been standing with God in His attitude towards al, and in His adions with regard to
them. Asaresult noacasation a reproac could be possbly brough against us.
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If they were to be that way at the Parousia/ Bema they must lean to be so here and
now, ready for the sudden Coming. A Positive thing, not merely freedom from sin. Not
the fussng owr outward details that enabled Pharisee Saul to fed pleased with
Himself, Phil 3:6, but Blameless before God who reads the heats and knaws al we
do, and dort, andwhy. 1 Cor 13:1-3 isthe dfedive test of this.

HOLINESS Hagiosune- Holiness as manifested in personal condwct uniquely by the
Lord Jesus, as proved by His resurredion, Rom 1:4. The oppdaite of selfishnesd
fleshliness Believers are to be "Perfeding Holinessin the fea of God," 2 Cor 7:1.
Acceptance of Gracd God's acceptance of usin Graceproduces this halinessin which
we live, and must dired ourselves towards living. God's Holinessis central to His
Being - His moral purity in contrast to fallen man. LXX uses hagiosune only of God.
LOVE towards men./ HOLINESSin God's sght sum up the Christian life.

BEFORE!/in the presence of GOD- Believers will faceGod as our Father who already
disciplines usin love. We placal ouselves in His Hands, and are seaurely held there.
That God is our Father softens the sense that He is our Judge, but equally sharpensiit.
Our sinisagrief we share with Him, abarrier of uncleannesswhich we aeto be eaer
to seeremoved, 1 Cor 11:31-32; Heb 121-13; 1 Pet 1:17-19; 1 Jn 1:7-9; 3:1-3. God's
judgng is not that of a brutal slave-driver, or of an aloof and dstant automaton bu
that of aloving Heavenly Father eager to be proud d/ praise dl He can of our life and
service But not that of an indugent parent who can choase to ignare the redity, and
be @mntent with ou being content with lessthan the best. To be blamelessin God's
sight then, is all important. It will be obvious at the Bema, 2 Cor 5:10, but at present
we must make the dfort to bring ouselves constantly into God's presence praying
"Seach me O God," Ps13923-24.

AT THE COMING- #2:19 This refers edficdly to His appeaing to take His people
with Him, asin 4:13-18, when the trials and presaures of this life, and its oppatunities
for servicewill end. His comingin Glory to set up His Kingdam on eath, and the final
destructiory renewal of the eath at the end d the Mill enium, 2 Pet 3:10-13, are dso
used as incentives to Holy living.

HIS SAINTSholy ones- As Paul never seans to refer to Angels as "Holy Ones,” it's
likely he's referring to the Lord's Saved people, those He has made Holy, the Christian
dea in Christ. But asthe OT Saints are dso made Holy in Christ alone, it may include
them. That by Gracewe belongin such company challenges us to Holy living, Heb
12:22-29. In ore sense the righteousness of Christ is the only "clothes" in which we
can appea, Mt 22:11-14; 1sa61:10. But here it is our heats/ motives.. open.. sincere,
asin Lk 8:15who by receving and persevering in the word receved produce a cop.
Whase service and life springs from "Love" 1 Cor 13:1-3, and so is reveded in that
day as "Gold, silver, predous gones,” 1 Cor 3:10-15. May God in His mercy grant us
such repentance from self/ sin, such unweiled looking-off-to/ pre-occupation with ou
Lord in His Word 2 Cor 3:15-18, day after day, that this becomes a redity to us. "Put
onChrist,” Rom13:11-14.

CHAPTER FOUR.
4:1-12 LIVING TO PLEASE GOD.
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(What God is asked to doin 313, involves co-operationy effort. An effedive witness to the
Loving Holinessof God requires Believes to demonstrate aring, fulfilli ng sexuality, a self-
reliant, urselfish working lifestyle, and achurch life that flourishesin Love)

4:1 FURTHERMORE/Finally BRETHREN/Brothers- As in Phil 3:1 introduces a
new sedion in which his main challenge lies. Instead of rushing in with arders Paul
has reminded them of past experiences and teading shared, of his prayers and concern
for them, and the involvement of God the Father, and the Lord Jesus in their salvation,
past, present, and future. On that firm basis and established fellowship he alds, as a
brother, the blunt, wholesome truth that they need to know and live by, and are now
ableto take.

BESEECH/Instructed- Erotao- A word used between equals, Jn 1416; 17:9, 15, 20.
And hs teading and their obedience is equally "In the Lord Jesus." Paul, as all
preaders and teaters shoud, closely identifies with his readers, urging them to join
himin livingto the full thelife provided in Christ.

EXHORT/urge- #2:11. Paul is danding aongside them urging and encouraging them
onin the Lord. Using bdh words gives urgency. Both words are present tense - we
continue to request, urge.

OUGHT- Not a desirable option, but a compelling oligation inherent in their position
as Believers, sinners saved by Grace Rom 12:1.

WALK/live- #2:12. Live seans more natural to us, but Wak reminds us that we never
stand still spiritually, without drifting, Heb 21.

RECEIVED- #2:13 The authoritative beliefs and pradices sparating them from the
pagan world, into afellowship o the Godly.

PLEASE- #24 A purposeful, persistent effort to please God, Rom 15:2-3; 1 Cor 7:32-
34; 2Tim2:4. Asinfad youareliving- [Nes]

ABOUND/Do this more- #3:12. An owerflowing God-pleasing life not a grudgng
attempt to be "nea-enoughto-goodenough" Paul, from the first, made it clea that
the Christian life was esentialy one of pleasing God. He rejoiced in their progressin
this, but points them to the Lord, urging them to live that life to the full, Heb 121-3.
Holinessis aprocess When growth ceases decgy takes over.

4:2 KNOW- #1:4 COMM ANDMENTSY/Instructions- Parangeliaa Used of military
commands passed dovn a chain of authority. Para= Beside, Angello= To Annource
Paul came right to where they were to passon to them the Lord's commands - applying
them to himself aswell asto his heaers. The authoritative organising principles of life
in fell owship with Christ, not a set of rigid detail ed instructions. But beware of saying
"The Lord has st us freefrom the Law - so whatever we do daesn't matter. Verses 1
and 2emphasise the importance of the detail s that foll ow.
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3:3 THE WILL OF GOD/God's will- Thelema- What is will ed, desired. God's will/
desire, corresponds perfedly to His Being, with nore of the uncertainties, conflicting
interests, inadequate understanding, and perverseness that mars what we & fallen
credures desire/ will. His will isn't an abstrad propasition, but a @nstant personal
involvement in the Believer's life, in fellowship with us, Phil 2:13. The charader of a
person is expressed in their desire/ will so He can desire only Holiness for His
children.

SANCTIFICATION/That you should be holy- Hagiasmos- Set apart and made fit for
fellowship with God in Christ, 1 Cor 1:30; 2 Th 213. by being ban again into a new
God-sourced, God-oriented life, 1 Cor 6:11 as a new Credion in Christ, 2 Cor 5:17.
This is experienced/ exhibited as we obey Gods Word, and follow the example of
Christ, Mt 11:29; Jn 1315, Eph 420; Phil 2:5 in the power of the Holy Spirit, Rom
8:2-16; Eph 310. This isn't medhanicd obedience to laws, but adively enjoyed
fellowship with God in response to His will reveded in His Word remoulding ws in
His likeness Col 3:10. To be sanctified by God, and to sanctify ourselves in resporse,
are the two sides of the fellowship that is eternal life, Jn 17.3. The latter impossble
withou the former.

FORNICATION/sexual immorality- Porneia Any sexual union ouside marriage.
Figuratively used of idolatry Rev 148, etc. In fad much iddatry involved Porneia.
The sexual immorality taken for granted in the then world is obvious from the
presence of thousands of Priestesd Prostitutes as aids to "worship" in temples of
Venus.

God requires His people to be Holy, Lev 11:44-45; 1 Pet 1:15-16. Their resporse of
Love to Him includes loving their neighbou which rules out sexual exploitation o
others. God's gandards of sexual morality are an essential part of being a Christian/
God's children. This would be abattle for Greek converts as current Greek culture
approved men having mistresses, concubines, harlots as well as wives. A few months
of Christian life doesn't automaticaly undo the habits of a lifetime. Art, poetry and
entertainment displayed immorality as pleasing, and attradive then, as it does today.
Moral evil isaways also Spiritual evil.

4:4 KNOW!/learn- #1:4 To know how to, and so be ale to. Instruction is needed, plus
willed acceptance of Gods gandards. Power to conform, and skill in avoiding
temptation come from habitually turning to God for aid. God can do nahing for those
who adknowledge no reed to be diferent/ make no effort to be.

POSSESScontrol- Ktaomai- To oltain for oneself, and so possess Here and Lk 21:19
apparently to exercise control/ conquer, and so be ale to userightly. Each Believer is
resporsible to God to control his body and bodly desires  that they are used to
please Godwho hes st him apart for Himself, Gal 5:13; Eph 210.

HIS VESEL/own body- Skeuos- A thing a person wed for a purpose. Goods, Mk
3:27 etc; containers, Mk 11:16; God's srvant, Acts 9:15. Our bodes/ beings, 2 Cor
4:7, wife, to be shown consideration by the "stronger vess=l" husband, 1 Pet 3:7. It
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could be used in Greek for the male organ. If wife is meant, the man is addressd as
having geaer freedom and resporsibility for the way he used his freedom. "Body,
embodying sexua desire," makes the best sense, and has the fewest problems. Sex is
tackled first because it is our strongest drive, and misuse does the greaest damage/
most closely affedsus, 1 Cor 6:18.

The general meaning d Vs 4 is obvioudly the oppasite of fornicaion. By its vagueness
this gatement helpfully covers the whole subjed of paositive, haly, pleasingto-God
sexuality, in contrast to the negative of 4:3. God who creaed us and redeemed us from
the slavery of sin so that we shoud be haly, and deasing to Him, expeds and enables
His willi ng people to control their thinking abou/ exercising d, sexual desires. How
to live & chaste singles. Or to aqquire awife (husband); and passessher (him) in a
God-pleasing way to mutual benefit, 1 Cor 7:2-5; 1 Pet 3:7.

SANCTIFICATION/Holy HONOUR/Honourable- When God made man, male and
female, in His image, commanding them to be fruitful and multiply, they happily lived
together in this way. Sin brought self-centredness waywardness exploitation, but
God's purpaose remains, Mk 10:6-9. Chaste singlenesshonous God, if it's His gift, as
does Marriage entered into and lived in as an appredated gft of God. Any suggestion
that avoiding marriage helps to make one Holy is a demonic lie, 1 Tim 4:1-5. Food
marriage, and the gpetites invalved, are part of the "all things," for usto enjoy 1 Tim
6:17, and we honou God by using, nat abusing them. As Christians we're to live in
the body God hes given us, honouing it and its desires in though, word, and adion,
nathing to be ashamed df.

If we marry we'reto aaquire our wife/ husband and also live with them in such away that
we have nothing to be ashamed of. In Holiness- set apart for God, and His purposes.
Honouing and loving, and enjoying ead cther, belongng to eat ather totally, and
with life-longloyalty as "heirs together of the graceof life," 1 Pet 3:7 sharing alife of
fellowship and prayer in Christ. Honouable too in the sight of mankind, living by the
highest standards of the aulture. Christianity was unique in honouwing ou body and
desires, neither worshipping, nor despising them, 1 Cor 6:19. What God commands us,
we're cgable of aswe obey.

4:5 LUST- Greek God's were personified desires lusts. Zeus/ Jupiter the gredest of
them seduced/ raped at will . Such gods are aeded as a result of deliberately refusing
to know the Creaor, Rom 1:18-32, so setting upa spira of increasingly shameless
depravity. The behaviour of the heahen shows that they do nd know God. Though
surrounced by such, the behaviour of God's Children must refled God's charader.
Today many Godless people dhoose books, films, TV programs, music, etc. with a
view to inflaming passonate lust, and later satisfying it shamelesdy/ irresporsibly.
They corrupt, chegoen, and pervert themselves in the process to the extent that it
beames unlikely they'll be ale to settle down to a stable, satisfying, unifying, caring
marriage relationship.

Any of the gifts abiliti es provided for us, when turned into idals, become destructive
instead of credive. Ultimately boredom and misery are the result. It isn't the intensity
of passonate desire that's wrong It needs to be powerful in oder to melt two
independent humans into ore, to live welded together, as "Cleare" can be trandated.
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The sin is in na surrendering the desire to the Lordship of Christ, and instead
inflaming it with evil andfodlish naions. A firein the fireplacemakes ahome. Only a
fod lights littl e fires around the house. The unmarried espeaally must be caeful to
coal the fires, as union ouside marriage is sn. Whatever our doctrinal knowledge of
God may be, failure to live & He deaees demonstrates Godessness

4.6 DEFRAUD/wrong- Pleonekteo- To take alvantage of. BROTHER- #1:4. The

closeness of the Christian Community means there is a danger of sexual temptations
arising. (The Devil may plant sexual exploiters among s, Mt 13:25; 2 Pet 2:10-14.)
So the primary warning is against sinnnng against Brothers/ Sisters in that close
circle, just as the warnings of Lev 18 and 20centre on sexua sin within the extended
family. Such sin within the arcle designed to nuture and proted is an ugy, damnable
betrayal of trust. To use membership in God's family to take alvantage sexually of
someone for whom Christ died is even worse. Yet can be the result of unwise, self-
confident attempts to coursel, comfort, and help the lonely, unhappy, etc.

IN ANY/this MATTER- Thoughs, words, or adions unsurrendered to God, are sins,
and as such redily lead to sinning against/ wrongng ou brothers/ sistersin Christ. In
this area of life deg huts can result from even unntended things. Of course we
shoud rever defraud ahersin business etc ather. Sexual sin and financial greed are
couped in Eph 53, 5; Col 3:5; Heb 134-5. Both are "Socia sins," involving ahers,
exploiting them.

AV ENGER/will punish- God administers even-handed justice, so all who ad outside

His will often regp consequences in this life, and certainly will eternally, Deu 3235;
Ps 94:1. Every sin caries built-in consequences, Gal 6:7-8. None can cut degper than
these sins as David leaned in the way his nslived, 2 Sam 12:10. Men may seem to
get away with vile, violent, or inconsiderate trivial adions, but they won't, Prov 2412,
Rom 2:6; 12:18-21.

4:7-8 UNCLEANNESSto be impure BUT UNTO- Eiss Into. See 5:24-25.

HOLINESS!to live a holy life- #4:3- God cdls us in Holiness into Holy living. He
makes us Holy, to live that way. The doser we ae to loving God with all our heats,
souls, minds, the more naturaly we love our neighbou as ourself, and are in no
danger of wrongng im, Rom 13:8-10; Gal 5:13-15. Our spiritual lifeis aresporse to
GOD'scdl, not God respondngto ou efforts.

THEREFORE- Toigaroun A strongand unwsual expresson that shows Paul is abou to
sum up and conclude this sdion.

DESPISETH/rejeds this instruction- Atheteo- To despise, set aside, regjed. Used in
Mk 7:9; Lk 1G:16; Gal 2:21; Heb 1028.

NOT MAN.. GOD. Inreceving aDisciple, oneisrecaving hs Master, Mt 10:40. Here,
to despise adisciple by sinning against them is to despise their Master. Or, the
rgjedion d God's will, whoever taught it to us, is equally the rgedion d God, who
indwell s us.
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HOLY SPIRIT- The @nstruction emphasises YOU, and HOLY. We're born again,
baptised into the Body of Christ, and indwelt by God the HOLY Spirit, and that
requires HOLY living d us.

4:9 BUT/now- Introducing afurther asped of livingto please God.

BROTHERLY LOVE- Philadelphia= An affedionate outgoing interest in ahers.
Phileo= Friendship love. Adelphcs= Brother. As the Lord warned in Mk 10:29-30
conversion dten means being cut off from our natural family. This needs to be
replacal by a strong feding d family affedion and mutual obligation between
Christians from varied badkgrounds, previously strangers, now united as brothers/
sisters by being ban into God's family, Acts 2:44-47; 4:32.

No NEED NOT/to WRITE- Only to pdnt out a spedfic gplicaion d brotherly love,
that it involves working for one's living. Brotherly love is the answer to al the
problems of life together.

TO LOVE-. #1:4. Present tense, present experience. God hes taught us Saaificial love
by example, Jn 316, which shames us into forgiving, and small humble services, Mt
18:32-33; Jn 1312-17. And by putting His own nature in us, as promised, Isa 54:13;
Jer 31:33-34; Jn 6:45; 1 Jn 4.7, made dfedive by the indwelling Holy Spirit, Rom 5:5;
8:14. Lucian (A heahen) wrote "It is incredible to see the fervour with which the
people of that religion help ead ather in their wants. They spare nothing. Their first
Legislator has put it into their minds that they are dl brothers."

4:10 TOWARD ALL - Whatever their radal, cultural, or social badkground simply
because they belonged to Christ. Many would passthrough Thessalonica & it was a
grea port - and the Christians snowed kindness to al by giving haspitality, etc.
Christian Love, shared fredy within the locd fellowship, automaticaly reades out
beyondit.

BESEECH/urge- #2111 Paul as under-shepherd cdls the sheg to follow.
INCREASE/to do so MORE- #39. In 41, in peasing the Lord. Here in showing
love to fellow-Christians. There's nathing small in Gods love for us, or in the
fellowship o love into which we've been welcomed. The Lord has brought us
abundant life, and this credive life will find ever more ways of expressng itself if
only we'll et Him have Hisway in us. Where there'sincreasing love, there's increasing
unity, and the Lord can grant increasing dessng, Ps 1331-3. God has put unlimited
Lovein credit to ou acourt, the cheque-bookisin ou hands - why shoud we live &
paupers, and faill to claim our inheritance of love and wseit?

4:11 STUDY/make your ambition- Philotimeomai- Phileo= To Love. Time= To
Honou. Strive eanestly/ makeit apoint of honou.

QUIET life- Make it your ambition to na be anbitious. Lead an orderly, unoltrusive
life. God's ided for His people is that they shoudn't make themselves the ceantre of
attention. The enthusiasm and wtality of a new life in Christ can be wasted in restless
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eagernessto be something and dosomething for God that results in mental/ emotional
excitement, and meddesome idleness- an eagernessto pu others right, Mt 7:3-5; 2
Th 311, 1 Tim 5:13. OR can be disciplined/ direded into useful, brotherly
hel pfulness

TO DO/mind- Pras- A continuows adion a an as yet uncompleted ore.

YOUR OWN BUSINESS Enthusiastic excitement abou the Lord's return can lead
people to negled resporsibiliti es, 1 Tim 5:8. Eagernessto win souls for Christ before
it'stoo late, can be twisted into an expedation that other Christians shoud finance our
efforts that show littl e spiritual fruit. Love for the Lord is to be shown by quietly
getting onwith the normal responsihiliti es of life which we cary out as to Him, Mt
24:46. Not to be an ambiti ous workahdlic fighting for business siccess Not seeking a
high pubic profile, or demanding rights, but to cary out faithfully one's
resporsibiliti es at work and at home so that they'll be a cedit to God, if exposed.

OWN HANDS Gree&ks were grea talkers, philosophers, arguers, with wonderful
solutions to all the problems of the world. Eager to pu others right, but despising
manual work. Our Lord was a vill age capenter to the glory of God urtil He was 30,
before going into "full -time" ministry, Mk 6:3. Paul worked with his hands, 2:9; 1 Cor
4:12; 2 Th 3.8. To gve up work to devote oneself to Spiritual adivities can amourt to
bemming a parasite on the body of Christ. Honest toil and personal holiness go
together in Christianity.

COMM ANDED- #4:2. Not merely informed, or asked you to consider.

4:12 HONESTL Y/may win the resped of- Euschemoncs- Gracdully, becomingly. In
contrast to dsorderly and shamefully. Rom 13:13. The world is watching ws, and
judges our Saviour by what they seein us. Pleasing the Lord, 4:1, won't always be
pleasing to nonChristians, but it will aways win their resped if they see us ading
consistently with ou professon. It will usually conform to their highest ideds and
expedations of us, Mt 5:16; Col 4:5; 1 Pet 3:15-16. It won't be ascandal or adisgrace
to ou Lord. Those knowing ndhing d the Gospel easily recgnise orderly living from
disorderly, empty talk from genuine caing adions.

We must avoid even goodadions which might look ked, Rom 14:16. (Not like some
"Musicians for Christ" who annoyed the neighbous by pradising to late hous, and
deegoing in till midday.) If they can't help envying and admiring ou behaviour in
things that we share in common with them, it's easier for them to listen to the Gospel/
adknowledge unseen spiritual things - blessngs, and truths.

WITHOUT/outsiders- A statement of fad, nat an insulting term. We must show them
every consideration - to refled our Lord's attitude.

LACK NOTHING/not depend on anybody- Both are possble. Brotherly Love
involves daring, but that must not be dlowed to produce spongers who prefer
handous to work - An African tribe supdied with food from USA in a famine were
reluctant to plant next yea as locad food was less attradive. God provides for the
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birds, Mt 6:26; but not without their exercising the aoility He has given them to oltain
it. So with us aswe ask for our dail y bread.

People snee that "Professonal Preaders” avoid having to work by taking up
colledions. Gods srvants have a right to be suppated, but the Gospel
enthusiasticdly shared by ordinary working people is a vital witness The Gospel
nedals to be seen to be having a goodeffed on people in their everyday life and work,
1 Pet 2:12-15.

4:13-18 BEREAVEMENT, THE DEAD IN CHRIST & HISCOMING.

(The Lord may come at any moment, but being dive then, a having ded, makes no dfference
The seaurity of knowing this frees us to concentrate on ou present resporsibiliti es.)

** NOTE** These veses fit neatly into the Lord's promise to come for His own, Jn 141-3, and
Paul's assurance of the bodly resurredion d the Believe in 1 Cor 15. Commnentators who
accept this find no poblem with it, but may asume too readily that they know the detail s of
how it fits into the whole scene. Others ignare h 14, andry to fit these veses into the scene
given in the Synoptic Gospels of His coming in Glory to judge the World and set up His
Kingdam. This avoids the folly of too detailed dspensationdism by the folly of emptying the
verses of all but the vaguest meaning.

4:13 IGNORANT- Agnceo- To be ignarant, not understand. derived from ginosko, so
the ignarance aising from lad of fell owship with the source of the knowledge - God.
(Agnastics are deliberately ignarant in spite of the witness of Creaion, God's word,
and God's Spirit in their heats minds/ consciences.) This expresson is used to
introduce an important clarificaion d the truth, asin Rom 1:13; 11:25; 1 Cor 10:1;
12,1; 2 Cor 1:8.

ASLEEP- Koimao- Used of natural sleg, Jn 1112, and d the deah of Christians, Jn
11:11; Acts 7:60; 1 Cor 7:39; 11:30; 156, 18, 51; 2 Pet 3:4. (Koimeterion, a rest
house for strangers, becane our word Cemetery.) Sleep invalves being ou of touch
with athers, so was already used by pagans and Jews as a softer word than deah.

Christ Died, entering into all that deadh means, for us. Now we merely sleg in Him
until rising with Him whois the firstfruits of us, 1 Cor 15:20. As the slegoer continues
to live, so do the dead. Were welcomed hame 2 Cor 5:8, into conscious joyful
fellowship better even than living fully in fell owship with Christ here, in fruitful work,
Phil 1:21-23. Our senses which keep us in touch with this world and eat cther sleep,
but dreans dont need bodly senses. The fedings and ideas we enjoy in the best of
dreans may give us a hint of the solid, blessed redity we'lll experience while deal to
thislife, with ou redeemed souls and spirit at home with the Lord who bough us with
His blood Deah remains for the godess who are separated from eathly life, and the
eternal life that they refused, because of the sin they wouldn't give up Jn 3:17-20.

SORROW/grieve- AS OTHERSY/like the rest- Not that we shoudnt grieve. Our Lord
did, Jn 11:33-35. Paul did Phil 2:27. It'sright, natural, and recessary for usto grieve &
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the gap in ou life. Sorrow at the lossof fellowship in parting is inevitable. Sorrow for
past failure to fellowship, is avoidable. The cntrast is between the sorrow of two
kinds of people, outsiders, andthosein Christ.

HOPE- #1.3. Soundy-based confident assurance based on acarate information.
Asaurance of future good and fellowship restored in the Lord's presence means that
however deg ou grief and losswe shoud na be hopelesdy sad, despairing. Those
who have no God, 4:5 have no hoge. On an ancient grave & Thessalonica "After the
grave there is no meding d those who have loved ead aher on eath.” Ideas of
survival after deah, at least of the human spirit were not uncommon, but there was no
cetainty, only despair. We know that Believers are better off, and we will med again
in joy. Leighton Ford, fadng the deah o his n at 21yrs "The problem in
bereavement isto bring ou Faith, and ou Emotions together."

4:14 |F WE BELIEVE JESUS DIED.. ROSE AGAIN- He did. We do. (Anistemi-
Rise againisused o Christ in Mk 9:9; Lk 24:46; Jn 209; Acts 2:24, 32. As Paul uses
Anistemi of Christ only here and Rom 14:9 he may be quaing a statement of doctrine
drealy in use.)

"Jesus' is used here @ areminder of His true humanity, and identification with us. He
experienced deah and the mnsequences of sinin al its gark redity, and the redity of
the resurredion. Died and Rose ae both in adive voice Things that He did, eventsin
history. What is true of Him, by His graceis now true of His own. Deah is not our
master. The resurredion d Christ in the past, is the guarantee of the resurredion o
believers in the future. Our hope is based on ou sharing with the Lord in deah
resurredionand dory.

WHICH SLEE P/havefallen asdeg- #4:13 IN- Dia- Through It isthroughHim and His
work that they are in Him, and will share His resurredion. Christ died, and they died
with/ through Him. He rose, and they rise throughHim, and live with Him, Gal 2:20,
and will doso fully at His Coming. What was dark cold deah, throughJesusis now a
mere sleg o the body. In dying we can resign ou spirits confidently into the Father's
hands, as He did onthe adoss

WILL GOD BRING WITH HIM/Jesus- At deah they came home to the Lord Jesus,
Ecc 12.7; 2 Cor 5:8. In the will of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit they return
with Him to be reunited with their bodes. Commentators determined to ignare Jn 14
etc, and fit this gatement into the Lord's Coming to reign on eath, strugde with
systems as ingenious and futil e & the old Ptolemaic astronamy.

4:15WORD OF THE LORD/Lord's own word- Paul was passng onan authoritative
revelation d God'swill . The Atoning Deah, and resurredion d Jesus is the basis, and
His reveded word is the asaurance that thisis how it will be. No such statement isin
the Gospels, so presumably a later revelation such as in Eph 31-9. An arealy
establi shed credal statement? (It uses Anistemi again.)
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ARE dtill ALIVE- Those Believers living when He Comes. Paul includes himself,
knowing that the Lord might come while he still li ved. 10 yrs later Phil 3:20 he said
"we" but in 120-24 saw dedh as a likely dternative. Critics sy "Paul expeded the
Lord to comein hislifetime and he was wrong" In fad Paul was right to live in daily
expedation d the Lord's return, as have the Lord's people in every age. The Lord
commanded such readiness Mt 24:44-47, Lk 12:36-37 etc.

COMING #219 ... NOT-By no mears, not a al. An emphatic statement.
PREVENT/precede THEM WHICH ARE/ havefallen ASLEEP. .

4:16 THE LORD HIM SEL F- What a comfort that is"This same Jesus..." Acts 1:11. Cp
LXX 1sa63:9 "The Lord hmself saved them."

DESCEND/Come down FROM HEAVEN. A red, historicd event is described in OT
and current Apocdyptic language. It's not clea how much is purely symbdlic, or
shoud be taken as physicdly literal. The detail s matter lessthan the fad of the Lord's
return with appropriate aanourcement and instantaneous, irresistible, effediveness
The world may understand nomore of what is happening than Paul's companions did
when the Lord reveded Himself to him on the road to Damascus, Acts 9:7.

SHOUT/L oud command- The voice of authority and pupose which is faintly pictured
by a military Commander's "Fall in!" The Lord's hou which raises the dead, Jn 5.25;
11:43-44. ARCHANGEL - Michad isthe only Archangel in Scripture.

THE TRUMP/trumpet call OF GOD- For usthe "Last Trump" assembling wsto leave,
1 Cor 15:52. Paul isn't referring to the trumpet cdls of Rev 8-11 (written later) which
asemble no-one. Silver trumpets were used for assembling Isradites for their journey,
Num 10:1-2.

DEAD IN CHRIST SHALL RISE FIRST- See 1 Cor 15 for the details. Bodily
resurredion was a fundamental truth among the Jews, Deu 3239; Job 1923-27; Ps
16:9-11; 1sa53:10-12; Dan 122-3; Jn 11;24; Heb 11:19. The Lord taught it Mt 17:9;
Jn 21821, spe&king d aresurredion to Life, and ore to Damnation Rev 20:12-13,
Whether the statement in this verse includes OT saints is unclea. They're not
elsewhere said to be In Christ. But their Salvationis possble only in/ throughHim.

4:17 WE- Again Paul includes himself as he was living when he wrote. His gred
concern was to live lifeto the full, in view of the future, and as the end dew nea was
content that he had, 2 Tim 4:6-8.

CAUGHT UP- Harpazo- to seize to snatch away. The Lord's adion will be sudden,
instantaneous, and irresistible. It's used of Philli p in Acts 8:39, Paul in 2 Cor 122, 4,
and the male child Rev 125.

WITH THEM IN THE CLOUDS- Clouds are associated with the manifestation o
God. The pillar of fire/ cloud d Gods visible presence with the Isradites. Sinai
covered in cloud a the Giving d the Law. The transfiguration, Mt 17:5 etc;
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Ascension, Acts 1:9; and at different phases or aspeds of His Coming Again, Mt
24:30; 26.64. etc. Beyondthe physicd cloudthere would seem to be asymbdlising d
human incapability of seang God in the stark redity of His being/ as He is, and God
In mercy acommodating what He reveds of Himself to ou limitations.

TOGETHER- Sun- Simultaneously with all Believers, living a dead. See other Sun
asgciations with Christ, Rom 6:3-11; 8:17; Gal 2:20; Col 2:12; 3:4. All this in an
instant.

TO MEET- Apantesis- The word is used of an dfficial delegation gang ou to med
visiting royalty and escorting them bad to a daty. To some this suggests that they
return with their Lord to eath. But they're cetainly not a delegation d rulers
representing the world at large welcoming their King! It's the Lord coming for His
own as promised in Jn 14 to take them home to be with Him in the place He's
prepared, out of a scene in which they're diens, rather than them welcoming Him to
His Earthly Kingdam. We return to reign with Him in dwe wmurse, entering into the
victory He'swon.

IN THE AIR- Up where the douds are. Our bodes will have been replacal with
appropriate Heavenly bodes, Phil 3:21.

EVER BE WITH THE LORD- The Lord's Coming will be a tremendows world-
changing, us-changing event. But the Scriptural emphasis is nat on the event, but on
the Person - The Lord. His appeaing, His presence forever, is what matters. It's the
permanency of our being with the Lord, not the placeof meding a the destination
that's emphasized. Still, Heaven isour goal. Any return to eath islater.

Heisin eat o usarealy, ininvisible, persona redity. Heis present in the midst in a
speda way when we gather in His Name. But in that day He will be present to us and
our senses in the radiance of that Glory before which the Godliest of men while still i n
this body, faint, 1sa 6;5; Dan 10 Rev 1:17. We will al be transformed, then, enabled
to rgoice We shall seeHim asHeis, but only becaise we have been made like Him, 1
Jn 3:1-3. Our resporsibility is to begin that transformation here and naw, 2 Cor 3:15
18.

4:18 WHEREFORE/Therefore COMFORT/Encourage- #2-11. These verses are the
complete answer to all the Believer's anxiety on this sibjed. As we remind ead ather
of them, our heats are turned towards the Lord, His love, and His wonderful provision
for our future, and as a result the paison is drawn from past sorrow, and we're
strengthened to face future sorrow. This in turn frees our minds from worrying
uncertainty so that with joyful heats we can live and work, witness and worship,
moment by moment, as those who at any moment could be in the immediate, glad
presence of the Lord of Glory. All our strugdes over. Our oppatunities of service &
well as our humili ations gore for ever, and it seems the level of our eternal fellowship
with ou Lord finali sed.

Sadly, too dten ou readion to the teating d the Lord's Coming has been that of the
wicked and slothful servant, Mt 25:26, lazanessand indifference "The Lord is abou to
come. We can't exped anything bu apostasy in these last days, why work hard, it's
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useless” "It's not worth starting a new work." "l got all keyed-up abou the Lord's
Coming yeas ago, but nathing happened, so now I'm looking after my own interests."
“I'm sure I'm saved, and that makes me safe whatever | do, welll al be like Christ
when He @mes, so why shoud | troude myself!"

How dare we be so indifferent to the fad that we'll be in His Presencel On that day, the
scafolding o our lifewill be down, and we'll be seen to be what we've built. It will be
the pay-day of our whalelife. Our unsaved loved ores, friends, and reighbous will be
lost for ever. It will be the wedding day, and we will be the bride. It will be the
consummation d the dernal purpases of Almighty God, for us. He is eager to gve us
the aown, and "Well done goodand faithful servant, enter into the joy of your Lord,"
Mt 25:21. Shodd na we be eaer to contribute to that Joy? Paul didn't yawn at the
mention d the Coming, and the resurredion. He was eager to experience & much as
possble of resurredion life in fell owship with Christ, here and naw, in conforming to
His deah, fell owshipping with His sufferings, Phil 3:7-14.

* NOTE** This passage aims at comforting thase who mourn the loss of fellow-believes, and
encouraging strengthening us in ou living for our Lord, confident that at any moment He
may return, and & will be well. There's no mention d the Lord's stting upHis Kingdam on
earth. The vases that follow refer only briefly to His Judgment intervention in the world.
There's nathing in it for speaulation a systematisation, It's smply His Return, ou rapture/
resurredion, andreunion. This sioud warn us aganst any embroidering, a integrating it
with ather pictures that speak of His Comingin relation to this rebel world that rejeded Him.
We must neither dogmatise, na deburk, using it cautiously and charitably, neve to
discourage, distract, divide or cut down ary who dffer.

Those who dorit separate it from the Judgmental Return covered in the Synoptic Gospels make
some poaints, bu the diffi culties they seearise because theyignae Jh 14 1 Cor 15; 2 Cor 5:8.
The fact that it mentions only Believes, suggests that it concerns them alone. It is written
solely with aview to removing the fear that the departed have missed ou on arything, with no
suggestion that they are lucky in having missed the tribulation. This fits a pre-tribulation
Coming. It ends with ou being foreve with the Lord, nd (ye) living andreigning with Him
for 1000years.

Those Christians who choose to live in pious fear, too "humble" to believe the Lord's
asarance that they @n know theyre in Christ, andthat all in Christ are welcomed hame at
death, can fed littl e comfort in these words. This confirms that it is a Coming that concerns
His own adone, and nd a general resurredion to face the Lord as a judge and to hear
whether theyre sheg o goas!
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CHAPTER FIVE.
5:1-11 WATCHFULNESSIN VIEW OF CHRIST'SRETURN

(Not knowing when He will come, we're to live out our lives on the brink of eternity, Phil 4.5; 1
Cor 16:22,in fellowship with Christ. Thisisthe basis for a life that carries out normal human
responrsibiliti es in such away as to produce the maximum good, and tprify God. Our origin
and cestiny is totally different from that of unbelieves, so a totally different lifestyle is

appopriate.)

5:1 BUT OF/Now about. BRETHREN/Brothers- marks the dnange to a new asped -
the cooming d the Lord as ldge. This diredly affeds the godess while being a
chalengeto hdy livingfor Christians.

TIMES- Chroncs, Time of clocks and cdendars. Used of duration d interveningtimein,
Lk 4:5; 18:4; Acts 1:21; 13:18. Of Date Mt 2:7; Acts 3:21; 7:17. How long kefore
Coming.

SEASONS/Dates- Kairos- A stage of the yea or history, with its own charaderistics. Eg
Autumn is the Kairos to complete harvesting. The Lord would come & the gpropriate
time, when the world was ripe for it. Kairosis used in Mt 13:30; Lk 1:20; 12.42; Acts
14:17; Gal 6:9. Speaulating abou when He will restore the Kingdam to Israd and
judge the nations is not our business Acts 1:7. But signs that things are shaping
towards this $houd encourage us to use time well. Chronos and Kairos are used in
LXX, Dan 221; 7:2; Ecc 3:1; Neh 1034.

NEED TO WRITE- He mentions it simply as the basis for an apped to profit in their
lives by what they knew in their heads.

5:2 KNOW- #1.4. PERFECTL Y/very well- Akribos- exadly, acarately as Acts 18:26.
Knowing that it would come & a thief was all they needed to know, al that could be
known.

DAY OF THE LORD- #1:1. The OT Prophets use locd judgments as warnings of the
day when the Lord will intervene and exercise His Lordship, in judgment, and
blessng, Joel 2:1-2, etc. Kurios is used in the NT for the LORD Jesus. He will be the
Judge, deding with sin, injustice and rebelli on, establi shing the rule of righteousness
closing Man's day and enforcing His will .

Cdlling the Church Home, (Not mentioned in OT) the Tribulation and Judgment,
Restoration d Israd's Kingdan, Millennial Reign, and Final Judgment are dl aspeds
of ONE Coming. Just as Bethlehem, Galileg Calvary, and the Ascension, and the
Church are aspeds of His First Coming. In another sense ALL are aspeds of "His
Coming." Not to be telescoped into a single intervention that blurs their significance,
nor viewed in independence of eat ather.
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As | understand it, coming to the ar proclaims His Lordship in taking His own ou of
the way some time before bringing Judgment on the eath, and Hessng Israd with the
establi shment of the Kingdam under the personal rule of the Lord, Isa 13:9-11; 34:8;
Dan 234-35, 44-45; Joel 2:31; Mal 4.5; Zech 9- 14; etc. But while eat of usisto be
persuaded in his own mind, divisive dogmatism, and urcharitable dtacking d the
views of othersis Satanic, and mutually destructive, 1 Cor 13:1-7; 2 Tim 2:22-26.

THIEF- Kleptes- A Sne&k thief, depending on people being uraware of his coming, Mt
24:43; 2 Pet 3:10. Those who despise the dhance of Salvation will | ose it. (False
alarmg/ predicting dates for His Coming, deaden consciences.)

NIGHT- Messah's Coming is the dawn o the new day, Mal 4:1-3. In a sense this has
begunfor us, Col 1:13. But Israd and the World have drawn the blinds/ been binded
to it, 2 Cor 3:14-15; 4:4; 1 Jn 28. We're challenged to aert use of our time, (not to
survival,) and this fits a Pre-tribulation Coming. Those who choase to be in darkness
asleq, or drunk, will be caight unawares.

5:3 PEACE..SAFETY- "We have everything under control,” will be the popuar slogan.
Some think such an attitude would be impaossble if the Lord had taken the Church
home. But proclaiming peace ad safety goes with feding the need to reasare
themselves. Blunted consciences, and false prophets, reasaured the Jews faang God's
judgment, Jer 6:14; Ezek 13:10; Mic 3.5,

At this dage Satan has decaved them. God hes |eft them to their love of pleasant lies, 2
Th 28-12. Refusing to see the moral rot in society they fed seaure, 2 Pet 3:3-10.
When the Parousia isn't followed by instant judgment the world may well say "Good
riddance’ to the annoying Christians. Thisfits the first half of Daniel's 70th week. The
conqueror on the white horse seans to have brough peace- but the bladk and pale
horses onfollow, Dan 9:.27; Rev 6:1-8.

DESTRUCTION- Olethros Ruin, loss of what makes life worthwhile. Always in NT
refers to supernatural intervention that punishes but leaves people still existing. "Wars
and rumours of wars' mark a world heading for judgment. And equaly, fase
optimism and religious false prophets of peace Jer 6:13-15. Behind the facale of
sneas at the ideaof God, the "Eat, drink, and ke merry for tomorrow we die" frivolity,
lies uneasiness and the world staggers ontowards judgment, Lk 21:26; 1sa22:12-14.

AS TRAVAIL/Labour pains- The OT warnings were viewed as the birthpangs of the
coming d Mesdah and His Age, Isa 13:8; 21:3; Mk 13.8. The thief image is totaly
negative - the loss of what one is not using. Labou Pains are negative & to the
process but positive in the outcome. For the Jewish Remnant new life coming ou of
the tribulation. Or "The manifestation d the Sons of God" resulting from the travail of
this fallen world coming to its climax, Rom 8:18-22. A pregnant woman faces an
inevitable outcome. So daes a rebellious world, and the unrepentant sinners in it.
While inevitable, the predse date is unknawvn, and the onset sudden, and urexpeded
when it comes.
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5:4 DARKNESS Physicdly prevents sght, so suggests mental/ moral/ spiritual
darkness unawareness of redity, ignaance and urcertainty. Wilful darkness of
rgjeding the available light, Jn 319, preferring ignarance of God, sinfulness and
judgment.

OVERTAKE/Surprise- The Lord's coming as the Sun d Righteousness Mal 4:2 will
bring the Light of day that exposes sn to those who prefer darkness Jn 3:19. As the
Believers have drealy come to Christ the light of the world, and are dready livingin
the light of His presence, they shoud doso fully, and have nathingto fea.

AS A THIEF- #5:2 From God's Word we know that the state of this world is crying ou
for Judgment, that God must, and will judge. If our heats are here it's because like
Lot's wife we're refusing to listen to God's voice, and to seethis world as He sees it.
Worldly believers will find that the Lord's Coming sne&s up onthem and robs them
of al they've set avalue oninthislife.

5:5ALL - isemphatic. All Believers are equally in this ganding. Some may need rebuke,
some reasurance, but al are gpeded to as belongng to God, by His Grace and
seaurein His hands. Paul uses ALL in Rom 1:8; Phil 1:4; 1 Th 1.2.

CHILDREN/Sons- In Hebrew Idiom= showing the moral charaderistics of Light and
Day, demonstrating a family likeness Sons of Abraham, God, the Devil Jn 839-47.
See 4so0. Mt 5:9, 45; 13:38; Lk 6:35; Jn 1236; Acts 4:36; 13:10, nat mere professon,
Jas 2:14-25. As new credions in Christ, we have new quadliti es, and live in this new
sphere by His Grace 2 Cor 5:17; Ga 6:15; Col 1;13. Sons of light/ darkness were
famili ar termsin the Jewish world, as ®en in the Dead Seascrolls.

LIGHT- Christ the Light of the world has cdled us from darknessinto light Col 1:12; 1
Pet 2:9, We're Light in the Lord, Eph 58.

OF THE DAY - The light isn't our possesson, dependent on ws. We live under the Sun,
initsredm. So spiritualy we'reto live in the light of God's Word, Spirit, fell owship, 1
Jn 17. We have no excuse for stumbling, or continuing in urcleannessor inddence
But can be happy for everyone to seewhat we're doing, and living in the light of the
Lord's presence His Comingis ajoyful prosped.

5:6 THEREFORE/so then- As all thisis true Paul urges us to join himin living as we
shoud in view of the fads.

SLEE P- Katheudo Often an indifference to surroundngs or resporsibiliti es, Mt 8:24;
13.25; 25:5; 26:40, 43, 45, Mk 13:35-37; Eph 514. We must not be asleg - unaware,
unconcerned, indifferent, unresporsive to God, inevitable judgment, the Coming. It's
our working shift. How dare we waste/ sted our Master's time! There's nothing wrong
with sleg usually, but we're in enemy territory, on sentry duty, Ezek 3:16-19.
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WATCH)/be alert- Gregoreuo- Asthe Lord urged the Disciples, Mt 26:40-41, and s, re
His Coming, Mt 24:43-44; Mk 1333-36; Lk 1237.

SOBER/Sdlf-controlled- Nepho Free from the influence of intoxicants, sober, clea-
headed, able to ad effedively. Drunkennesscan produce ecited enthusiastic aedulity
detached from redity, lost self-control, and stupefied sleg. We're to avoid them, Eph
5:18, 2 Tim 4:5; 1 Pet 1:13; 4:7; 5:8. Not so much by self controlling itself but our
yielding ouselves to the Holy Spirit in obedience to Gods Word so that He can
control "self" in us.

5:7-8 SLEEP..DRUNK..NIGHT- True in bah natural and spiritual senses. Slegp may
be innacent unconsciousness Drunkenness is deliberate, inexcusable loss of
awarenessand control, leadingto sin.

LET US- Emphatic contrast. We must. Sober isin present tense.

PUTTING ON- In Isa 11.5; 59:17 Mesgah pus on His armour for adion. Paul uses
Armour to represent the spiritual resources God hes provided for us, Rom 13:12; 2 Cor
6:7; Eph 610-18, withou always asciating the same item with the same resource
Here he takes up three qualities he'd praised them as having in 1.3, urging them to
make full use of what they have, and they've begunto use. Cp 312; 4:1. Christian
growth is a continuity of increasing wse, not a series of disconreded additions. But
deliberate adions are nealed. (Note "put on," in Rom 13:14; Gal 3:27; Eph 424; Col
3:10,12)

BREAST-PLATE. FAITH- #1.3.LOVE- #3.6- God gves them for our every need, but
to be dfedive we must put them on. Whil e they restrict us, obedient trust in God and
His Word proteds our thinking/ planning, and spe&king the Truth of Faith in Love is
the result, and ou growing uptogether into Christ, Eph 415.

Resporsive love to Him and for His people, produces a mnsistent, Godly life that
proteds us from the crruption around and the judgment that must fall on it, giving
confident assurance of Salvation naw, and its completion a His coming. We're a
danger to ouselves and ahers if we relax in this enemy territory and fail to pu them
on.

HELMET HOPE #1.3 SALVATION- Granted to those who repent and claim Christ as
Saviour by Faith, Rom 1:16; Eph 113, etc. This has instantaneous, lifelong and
awaited aspeds, Rom 8:17-25.

(It isprofitableto list the contrasts between Believe's and Unbelieves.)

5:9 NOT APPOINTED- Tithemi- To be placad with a purpose, as in Jn 1516; Acts
13:47. God ddn't put us where we ae/ ded with us as He has dore, in Christ, in order
to condemn us. Our hope is deadfast becaise of God's purpose, and God's adion in
Christ, which has creaed atotally new relationship between us and God.
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WRATH- #1:10. God's adivity against unrepentant rebels and sinners, corrupters and
destroyers of His Credaion. SeeRom 9:22-23.

OBTAIN/Receve- We drealy enjoy some aspeds of Salvation, but this is the full
experience of it which will be ours at His Coming, as oppased to the unsaved's
experience of God's Wrath.

LORD JESUS CHRIST- That God's purpose is Salvation in its fulness in Him, is the
reason we shoud goall out to recave/ enjoy it.

5:10DIED- #4:14. Actively gave Hislife, not waskill ed, Jn 1018

FOR- Huper- On behalf of us, for the sake of, as in 2 Cor 5:14. (Also Dia, with
acaisative, on acourt of, 1 Cor 8:11; 1 Jn 212. Peri, concerning ws, Mt 26:28. Anti-
instead of, Mt 20:28; 1 Tim 2:6.) His deah had in view our permanent fell owship with
Him, 5:10.

WAKE/are awake- #5.6. OR SLEE P/are asdee- #5.7. Thisisn't repeding 413-17, as
the words are different, being thase of 5:6-7 where Paul warns against guilty sleep.
Some say he did this absent-mindedly, as otherwise he would be discouraging Godly
living. But if alert Gody living is needed to be in Heaven, works, not grace deade
our fate. It does not say "Be watchful in order to qualify.” OR "Watchfulness doesn't
matter, you'll qualify."

God in the Gospel makes no threds that Salvation can be lost. Sonship, not slavish
fea, controls us, Rom 8:15. The proclaimed Graceof God shames many of us out of
grudgng resporses more dfedively than the threa of Hell. Watchfulness gives
confidencein theredity of the professon d faith, and expedation. Indifference points
to an empty professon, Jas 2:14-26. Salvation is by grace #one, Rom 11.6; Titus
2:11; Deu 94-5. Christ's Dedah, and ou having been justified by Faith, asares the
destiny of those who are His, not our spirituality at our deah, or at His Coming.

REWARD, is acording to works, Rom 2:6; 4:4; Rev 2212. World-oriented Christians
will suffer loss 1 Cor 3:15; 9:27; 2 Cor 5:10; Phil 3:18-21. Our resporse to the grace
of God, will deade the degreeof our joy/ shame & His Coming, Mk 8:38; 2 Tim 1:8-
9; 1 Jn 228. The measure of fellowship we have diosen to enjoy with Him, and His
work, on eath, will determine the measure of fell owship-joy we will share with Him
for ever - and that eternal fellowship is our reward. Threds and lribes are irrelevant.
The Gospel says consistently that the Grace of God makes us ns, and equally
consistently exhorts us to fredy choaose to please our Father in heaven by enjoying as
much fruitful fellowship with Him asis passble now, and to enter into His joy equally
fully in the Glory ahead, 2 Pet 1:3-11.

That watchful, working saints, or slothful self-indugent ones will be with Him shoud

shame us into being aert. At His Coming we enter into a new quality of life/ the life
we now posesswill read its fulness Rom 6:3-14; 8:1-39; 12:1-21; Phil 3:10-21; Col
2:6- 3:17. That challenges us to faceChrist, and work towards being like Him, 2 Cor
3:16-18; 1 Jn 3.1-3. Note the purposefulness of Christ's deah in Rom 14:9; 2 Cor
5:15, 21; Gal 1:4.
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5:11 WHEREFORE/Therefore COMFORT/Encourage- #2-11. The Glorious
expedation d the fellowship and joy we'll share & His Coming uges us into fuller,
mutual encouragement.

EDIFY/Build each other up- Oikodameo- To be ahouse builder, build up Aswe're one
body, inevitably what we do aff eds others. In fellowship with the Lord we're to doall
we can to ensure that our contads with athers encourage and buld them up in Christ-
likeness 1 Cor 13:1-7. To concentrate on watching for/ proclaiming, the soonreturnis
to missthe point. The Bible references concentrate on ou urging readinessin ahers
and demonstratingit in ou lives.

AS YOU DO- Are doing, present tense, continuows adions, 4:10. Unless there is
something d thisin ou life we ae not even HIS, but we can never grow beyondthe
neal of growthiniit.

5:12-15 GENERAL INSTRUCTION FOR LIFE IN THE CHURCH
(Inrelationto leaders, those in need, andeach cther.)

5:12 KNOW/Resped- Eldo- #1:4 Rewmgnse/ appredate them, and their function, so
they can dotheir work effedively in the Lord. Cp Heb 137, 17. Even in the short time
since their conversion, Paul expeded such leaders to be becoming obvous. The
Church isn't leaderless or lorded over by a priestly caste, purveyors of blessngs and
curses. Some would begin with leadership experiencein the world, or Synagogte, and
put their abiliti es, educaion, buildings, and wedth at their Lord's disposal. But a
Shepherd's heat towards the flock, given by the Holy Spirit, is the one esential, Acts
20:28; 1 Pet 5:2-4. That Paul gives no titles reminds us that the exad form of an
obedient Church might vary, and the instructions given here ae reaily applicable to
any form of organisationwhich the reader may find hmself under.

LABOUR/work hard- Kopiao- To work till exhausted, 1:3; 2:9; 3:5. His work as an
Apostle, and that of God-given lealers, follows the Lord's pattern, Jn 1313-15; Mt
23:10-11. Their giving themselves energeticdly and saaificialy to the Lord's work,
and His people, distingushed them from the foll owers passengers who are exhorted
to adknowledge them. Not their desireto rule, 3 .Jn 9.

AMONG YOU- They share a ommon cdl, life, and future in Christ. OVER YOU-
Proistemi- Pro= Before. Histemi= To Stand. So, to lead by going ahead, being ou in
front where others sioud follow - in valuing God's Word, teading it, obeying it and
saying "Come on, Let'sdoit!" A demanding role, and when perseaution kresks out, a
dangerous one. A voluntary exercise of a God-given concern, and gft, 1 Tim 5:17,
Titus 3:8. The durch wasn't to be organised, and expand, as a pdlitica or business
hierarchy, but be under servant-leadership exercising the authority of the Servant-
Saviour, in fellowship with Him, and isto be valued as such, Mk 10:42-45; Lk 2224-
27. Pastoral careis paterna care involving responsibility, and authority. Their selfless
service deserved recogntion, and, where gpropriate, some financial suppat, 1 Cor
9:6-15, so that they could function eff edively.
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IN THE LORD- As His under-shepherds, 1 Pet 5:1-6, they must follow Him closely,

speak His words, with His attitude and authority. Each Believer has dired accesd

resporsibility to the Lord, Rom 14:4, but that involves showing die regard to lealers,
Heb 137-8, 17.

* NOTE** NT leaders are referred to as Elders- A synagogue term, indicating their spiritual
maturity, Acts 11:30; 14:23; 15:2, 4, 6, 223; 20:17;, 1 Tim 5:17, 19 Titus 1.5 Jas 5:14; 1
Pet 5:1. Bishop Ovesea- a Gentile term, indicating delegated spiritual authority, Acts
20:28 Phil 1:1; 1 Tim 3:1-2; Titus 1:7. Slepherds, indicating spiritual capecity and
sympathetic care, Eph 411; 1 Pet 5:2. Guides, Indicating spiritual wisdom, Heb 137, 17, 24.
Hopefully each leader would display something o all of these qudliti eswhich are all essential
to his effedive working. Leaders are neve said to have resporsibiliti es to the world at large.
They mediate God's will to the durch, andexecise His authority within it/ among those who
professto be His, under His Lordship. Sich leadership grew out of the functioning d the local
church, uncer the Holy Sprit, Acts 20:28. Saneone like Paul could help, by pointing ou
those who were showing leadership, Acts 14:23; 1 Cor 16:15-16. And by laying davn gude-
lines by which they @uld be identified, 1 Tim 3:2-13; Titus 1:5-11. $e "Leadership Among
the People of God," bodklet for further mateiral.

ADMONISH YOU- Noutheteo- Nous= Mind, Tithemi= to pu. To pu them in mind o
the wnsequences of beliefs and adions. Mainly alerting people to things that are
wrong, giving instruction with regard to such things, teading and training them out of
them. While this refers to the work of leaders, in their measure eat Believer is
involved in such mutual asdstance, urging changes of behaviour as neeled, Acts
20:31: 1 Cor 4:14; Col 1:28; 3:16..

5:13 ESTEEM VERY HIGHLY/Hold in highest regard- Show them that you
reagnise the importance of what they're doing. The value we set on the Lord and the
Salvation He has provided is shown by our attitude to those who lead and teat us.
The Devil is ever inciting criticism and rebelli on. Humility in leaders and followers is
a strongwegpon against him, 1 Pet 5:5-9. Love and loyalty to leaders are esentiad if
the dhurch isto prosper. Our mindisto think of them highly, badked up ly the loving
appredation d our heat. Lealers and Led encouraging/ edifying eat ather in Love
credesafruitful, 1 Cor 13:1-5, relationship.

FOR/becuse of THEIR WORK- Whether their personal qualities and the way they
work are estimable, and lovable, or nat, their efforts to help onthe work must be so
regarded, for any help to be given and recaved. They are, in human we&kness
endeavouring to spe& for God the very words of God, and to lead us in Christian
adion. That they are "Clay ves=ls' may be painfully obvious in many ways that
annoy us, and make them look inadequate, but in resporse to the graceof God and in
obedient faith they are endeasouring to passon the Gospel treasure, 2 Cor 4:5-7, and
we dare nat sit badk and criti cise/ discourage them. We will answer for our use of any
intelli gence, cultural or spiritual sensitivity we may have, Lk 1248. How terrible to
have used ou talents in the Enemy's srvice @& an "acaser” of our brothers, Rev
12:10, and a promoter of division by taking sides for and against leaders, 1 Cor 3:1-9,
efc.
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BE AT PEACE- Present imperative= Maintain the eisting state of Peace God's Grace
has granted us peacewith Him, and we ae cdled to operate on that basis. Contrast 1
Cor 1:11-12. Blind following d individualistic leaders detached from following the
Lord, is divisive. United leadership that functions in love, and unted love and
appredation d that leadership is esentia for effedive withess Rom 12:10; 14:19;
15:5-6; Eph 43; Col 3:15; Heb 1214. Christ will be honoued, the Spirit ungieved,
the unsaved impressed, our children nurtured in the Lord, then.

5:14 EXHORT/urge- #2-11. Introduces a new diredion. While gplying to leaders, all
brothers/ sisters are given these ea&y-to-memorise, short and sharp statements
concerning three d¢asses of problem people who reed to be dedt with in any church
fellowship. The aility to med neals doesn't descend on s miraaulously from God o
begin with human recogntion. Those born of God soon find that He has work for
them to dg and they grow up asthey doit.

WARN- #5:12. UNRULY/idle- Ataktos. Used of an undsciplined, and so ineffedive
army, or anyone not at his point of duty, doing hs work. Those in the Church na
pulling their weight, not fitting in well, nat encouraging/ edifying, refusing to ean
their living, 4:11-12; 2 Th 36-13. Some may have lost their job by becming
Christians, but shoud adively see&k work, not loaf piously. Lazness and
disorderliness go together. Some take pride in dsagreang with the leadership, as if
their perversity was ganding for the truth, Titus 3:10. Withou Godly rule, and ader,
the Church can't function eff edively to mutual upbulding, 1 Cor 14:33, 40; Eph 415
16; Phil 2:14-15; Col 2:5; Heb 1317.

COMFORT/Encourage- #2:11. Get close to, spend time with.

FEEBLEMINDED/timid- Oligopsuchos- "Small-souled.” Those who fed inadequate
and dffident as they facelife, not the dim-witted. Shouing at them, or bulldozing
does more harm than good Encouragement will enable them to exercise any gift they
may have for the good d all. Mourning, perseaution, battling to adjust lifestyle to their
new standing in Christ, and concern for unsaved loved ores would all produceworries
adding to natural timidity. The Lord cares for such, Isa42:3; Mt 14:27; Jn 1633. As
Hetreasuswe ae eyuipped to help them, 2 Cor 1:3-4.

SUPPORT- Hold onto, hald to you WEAK- Asthenes- Strengthless Thaose of our
fellowship who fed like letting gq giving up going bad, drifting df. Some may be
so psychologicdly crippled and we&k in the faith they have to be caried al their lives.
Others will 1 earn to stand for the Lord orly after much time is gent in reading God's
Word, praying, talking, with them. We must not despise those morally we&, laking
asurance wedk in life or money skill s, or having scruples, Rom 14:1. They neel to
know that there is smeone who will nat let them go when they fed they can't hang
on. The Lord hdds hisown, Jn 1028, so must we.

PATIENT- Makrothumeo- Makros= Long Thumos= Temper. To show self-restraint
when provoked, not quick to retaliate, not give in uncer trial, but continue to hope and
work. Move slowly with everyone. Don't shou at them. God delays Judgment to gve
men the dhanceto repent, 2 Pet 3:9. We're expeded to show the same patience, and are
given it as an enabling fruit of the Spirit, Gal 5:22; 1 Cor 13;4. It's all too easy to lose
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patiencewith the worried, week, the loafers, slow at getting their livesin order, paying
bills, etc. Lack of patience while almonishing and asssting may make our adion
counter-productive, 1 Cor 13:1-3.

TO ALL /with everyone- Caring/ shepherding work must be dore in strong patient
love, refleding the Lord's deding with us.

5:15 RENDER/pay back- Our falen natures instinctively retaliate, or wish to. That's
destructive in the locd church, leaving littl e inclination a ability to worship, work, or
witness The Law allowed limited retaliation, Ex 21:24; Lev 24:20. Gracegives fredy,
and requires us to do ony goodto ahers, Rom 12:17-21; 1 Pet 3:9. We must watch
ourselves in al our dedings, Ex 234-9; Prov 2521-22; 1 Tim 4:16. Socrates, etc
advocaed this, Christianity alone provides the indwelli ng Christ to enable dl His own
to pu it into pradice

EVIL- Kakos- Worthless useless bad in charader, injurious, destructive.
UNTO ANY - A total ban onretaliation to anyone, anywhere.
FOLL OW- Dioko- To goafter eagerly, or perseaute, Phil 3;12-14.

GOOD/kind- Agathos- Morally good physicdly sound We're to look for chances to do
what is helpful/ for the good d/ pleasing to athers. It's a present imperative & it
requires deliberate, persistent effort. It wont come ea&y to us. Christians facel
constant ill -treament etc, but were to be people who constantly looked for and found
chances to help athers. Look to the Lord, follow Him, please Him, demonstrate Him,
Mt 5:16, 44-45; Titus 3:14; Jas 1:27, 2:15-17.

AMONG YOURSELVESto each other.. ALL MEN/everyone dse- Our
resporsibiliti es gart right where we ae, being knd to those we're dosest to. Their
very neaness $iarpens every contad. Perseauted minorities find it relatively easy to
show love for one ancther, but it's natural for this to be balanced by united hatred
against those outside. The Christians were to learn to exercise anstant loving concern
among themselves, but also to extend that to everyone with whom they came in
contad, whatever the darcumstances. Christ's love to them, in them, reading ou
throughthem.

5:16-18 BRIEF DIRECTIVESFOR A GOD-ORIENTED LIFE

(Constant inner attitudes towards God, andfell owship with Him, that makes the outward life of
the prevous verses possble. See Rom 12:9-16; 14:1-4; 15:5-6; 1 Cor 14:26-33. Emphdic
commands "Be always rejoicing," etc. asour will hasakeyrole.)

5:16 REJOICE EVERMORE/be joyful always- Joy, and Grace come from the same
stem in Greek. True joy flows from God's graceremembered, enjoyed, and lived in,
whatever our circumstances. We dhocse to court our grudges, scas, failures, or our
Lord's Grace strength, presence, and the resultant eternal blessngs. Foll ow the good
eagerly, 5:15; fellowship with Christ, Phil 3:10-16, and we'll know His joy, Jn 151-
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11. Joy is the fruit of the Spirit who we must not quench, Gal 5:22. Knowing Christ
unlocks the full patential of mind and heat God hes given us, makes us fully alive,
and able to rgjoicein Christ, Jn 1010; Heb 121-2; Paul had leaned this, 2 Cor 6:10;
7:4; Col 1:24. It's not playing a game of "let's pretend we're happy." Depresson and
sadness lighten as we think of God's forgiveness power, and povidence We see
hardships in perspedive, Jas 1:2-4. But in fellowship with God we dso seesin, and
fed the sorrow it causes more dealy.

5:17 PRAY - Proseuchomai- The general word for prayer to God in NT. It suggests a
devotional, God-ward look. (For 4 aspeds, seel Tim 2:1.) Prayer isvital in al we do,
as the Holy Spirit is the sole interpreter of the Word of God, and the true needs of
men. Effedive= In-worked-by-the-Holy-Spirit prayer seems to be the sense of Jas
5:16. Praying what He works in us, Rom 8:26-27; Phil 2:12-13. Paul sets an example,
1Th 12-3.

WITHOUT CEASING/Continually- In ALL circumstances, at ALL times bring ALL
our thoughts, fedings, hopes, and feas, plans, into His presence Open them to Him,
share them with Him, so that our whale life may be God-oriented - that is Holiness
God prompts and enables this turning away from self towards Himself, aswe can ony
functionin relation to/ fell owship with God, relying onHis Loving Holiness Wisdom,
and Power. Living in Fellowship with Christ means constant asking, thanking, and
praising, never giving up paying, Lk 18:1-8. Prayer is as natural to Paul as breahing,
an urceaing attitude towards God in al that makes up life, not unceaingly
verbalising. We nedl set prayer times to develop any fellowship with God, but from
them we're to read ou in natural growth to al things that concern us at all times, see
Eph 618-20.

5:18IN EVERYTHING/all circumstances GIVE THANKS- All come from His hand,
designed to fulfil His goodwill i n us, the best He can cause to happen in view of who
we ae, and what He, with ou consent, has chasen, Rom 8:28. Thanklessess marks
the Godless Rom 1:21-32. Israd's gred sin in the wilderness was discontented
unbelief, and they lost the promised land throughit, Deut 28:45-48. Our Lord gave
Thanks, Mt 11:25-30; 15:35; Lk 2219-20; Jn 11:41. Follow Paul throughActs 16:25;
Rom 1:8; 14:6; 1 Cor 1:4; 14:16; 2 Cor 1:11; 4:15; 9:11, Eph 116: 5:20; Phil 1:3; 4:6;
Col 2:.7; 3:15-17, 4:2; 1 Tim 2:1; 4:3-5. The Lord iswith usin everything, to enable us
to gorify His Name in it, but we ned to turn ou heats to remembering this asin Ps
103

THE WILL OF GOD- Our thankful response to His will, is His will . It takes the sting
out of hurts, the pride out of success and degoens our fell owship. Parents rgjoice & a
child respondsto their loving provision with thankfulness "Sanks" from aloved infant
who hed been justly spanked, oncetouched my heat and degpened my love!

In the Greek this applies equally to Regoice, and Pray, and all are made possble and
acomplished IN Christ Jesus/ in fellowship with Him, Phil 2:13; Heb 1321. All three
- rgjoicing, praying, being thankful - are expressons of our sanctificaion, 4:3. Even in
trials, 1 Pet 3:1516. To do the will of God is to yield to His commands, and the
promptings of His Spirit, or as intelligent, appreaative "Sons' apply the principles
they have taught us to the pradicd dedsions we make, Phil 3:13; Heb 121-13.
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Understanding His will, we ae to do it from our heat, Eph 517, 6:6. Seang
something d Hiswill beingworked ou in/ around s encourages us to trust God to do
the samein al things.

CONCERNING/for- Eis- into YOU- Reading ou to be adivein us.

5:19-22 PRINCIPLES FOR CORPORATE SPIRITUAL LIFE.
(Emphatically stated. An orderly, fruitful freedomin the Sprit.)

5:19 QUENCH/put out THE SPIRIT's fire- Used in LXX of quenching love, Song
8:7; anger, Jer 4;4; 21:12. In NT of lamps going ou, Mt 12:20; 25:8, or fire quenched,
Mk 9:48; Eph 616; Heb 11:34. The Holy Spirit is the Light that reveds Christ to us,
enables us to understand spiritual things, Jn 1426; 16:8-15; 1 Cor 2:6-16, and
empowers us to shine a witness Acts 1:8. Apart from the purifying aspeds of fire it
warms us - and God's love pousinto ou heats by Him, Rom 5:5. If we quench Him
we will soon le stumbling alongin the dark, shiveringin the wld, cold-heated.

Heisinevery Believer, 1:5; 4:8; Rom 8:9-16. He done can gve victory over our sinful
self, Rom 8:1-4; Gal 5:16-26, assurance of Salvation, and enable us to live up to the
resporsibiliti es of adult sonship, Rom 8:12-17. His adivities in all these must be
gladly responced to, not quenched. He gives eat spiritual gifts cagpaaties, 1 Cor
12:4-11; 28-31; Rom 12:6-8, which must not be negleded, 1 Tim 4:14; 2 Tim 1:6; 1
Pet 4:10. Whatever our attitude is towards what are known as "Charismatic Gifts," we
shoud encourage those beginning to show concern abou, and interest in teading,
evangelising, etc and nd pou cold water on them and their situation, quenching what
may be awork of the Spirit in them.

As the Holy Spirit was then reveding foundational Church truth piecemed through
prophets, Eph 220; 2 Pet 1:20-21, this may also be aspedfic warning against refusing
to alow such revelations of God's will, and so frustrating the Spirit's work. Cp Num
11:26-29; Jer 20:9; Amos 2:12; Micah 26. Apart from this letter, and memories of
Paul's teating, they had only the OT Scriptures.

The Spirit is aso the guiding, enabling paver in all that God dces within the locd
fellowship, in withess work, and worship. Congegations today quench the Spirit by
insisting onstrict conformity to church traditions, and man-made rules. An orderly
liberty is needed. Pride, disunity, a aiticd spirit, or any sin, quenches the Spirit so we
must continually be on guard against them, and be quick to repent/ be deansed, Cp
Eph 430; Acts 7:51; Mt 12:24-32.

5:20 DESPISE/Treat with contempt- To ignae & irrelevant. Used of heahen judges
having norole/ standingin the Church, 1 Cor 6:4.

PROPHESYINGS/Prophedes- Prophetia- Pro= forth. Phemi= to spe&k. To spe forth
pulicly the message God gave in the power of the Spirit, as bhn dd in Rev 1. It was
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a gift of the Spirit, Acts 2:17; Num 11:29. It might start a new work, Acts 13:1-3;
unfold new truth, 2 Pet 1:21, foretell events, Acts 11:27-28; 21:10-11; Rev 1:3; 10:11,
More often a revelation to bless edify, comfort, and encourage the heaers or realers,
1 Cor 14:3-4, 25; Eph 411-16. Our resporse is vital, Ezek 33.13-16; Rev 1:3; 22.7.
Prophets, having completed their work by providing us with the NT, passed away 1
Cor 13:9-10. But it also applies to the teaders that succeealed them, (2 Pet 2:1 warns
that False Teaders will compete with Teaders God raises up, as False Prophets
competed with the True Prophets,) who dean messages from the word of God, and by
the Spirit, give new insights appropriate to our times.

We despise prophedes when we can't be bathered reading God's Word, thinking abou

it, doing what it says. This quenches the voice of the Holy Spirit, its author, 2 Pet
1:20-21. When His srvants try to spea&k Gods Word to us - Read, explain, tead,
apply it - unless we ignae the faults/ likable feaures of their personality and
presentation, and set our heats to listen to God with a view to dang what we lean,
we're despising propheaes. Whether we praise it or criticise it, unlesswe honou it by
obediencewe're treding the preadting as an entertainment, Ezek 33:30-32

Generally God daesn't spesk to us diredly, but chooses to use frail fellow human
beings, we& in various ways, who we may easily dismiss as "Too Old-fashioned,
Modern, Dogmatic, Wishy-washy, etc. The Devil will suggest to us that it's a reason
for us ignaing what is sid! Even when God incarnate, came down to live perfedly,
tead perfedly the life-giving truth of God, the Scribes, etc found"Good reasons’ for
despising Him and His message, and damned themselves forever. If we, like them, in
our measure despise what is goken to us in the name of the Lord we will in that
measure Quench the Spirit's voice to us. If we fail to obey Vs 13 ou children will
learn to despise thase throughwhom God would have spoken to them. His people will
be divided and scatered, leaving orly a handful to strugde on. Pride may blind us
and, like those who crucified ou Lord and perseauted His srvants, we may imagine
we've been serving God all thetime, Jn 162.

To suppress Gospels in favour of Epistles, or viceversa, rational understanding o
Scripture in favour of emotional Spiritual devotion, adaptation to current neads in
favour of conforming to Godly tradition, Or viceversa, is despising pophedes.
"Charismatic Revival" Christians may acaise others of quenching the Spirit by not
listening to their "Prophets.” Others may acaise them of despising the Scriptures
which contain the genuine prophedes of Scripture by treaing modern froth as their
equivalent, or suppanting what God hes poken to us, 2 Pet 1:21. Each must seach
his own heat before God to ensure that he is not despising any of God's Word.

5:21 PROVE/test- #2:.4. Test with a view to being able to approve & being from God,
so as to do what we believe is His will, Acts 17:10-12, Jn 442; Rom 14:23. We
honou God's srvants by taking what they say seriously, eager to hea the Lord spe&k
through them, hopeful of finding help, but testing it. We're not to be aedulous
Preader-worshippers, or biased towards fault-finding. Billy Bray rebuked those who
hadn't the sense of his ducks, who when fed went for the whea and ignared the husks,
Mt 23:23-25.
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There's a human element in all speing for God, and the posshbility of a Satanic one,
so it must be tested by heaers, 1 Cor 14:29. Even such gfted and Godly spokesmen as
Moses and Peter could say what their human nature prompted, Num 20:10-12; Mt
16:16-23. If a message comes from God it will grow naturally out of what He has
aready given us, provingitself by conformingto Scripture, 2 Tim 3:15-17; 2 Pet 1.20-
21. It will be seen to come true, lead people doser to God, not away from Him, and
bring forth fruit to His Glory in spesker and heaer alike, Deut 13:1-5; 18:21-22; Mt
7:15-27; 1 Jn 41. It won't pervert the Gospel, Gal 1:6-9, but honou the Lord, and His
Lordship, by urging okedienceto HisWord, Jn 157-10; 1 Cor 12:1-3.

While some were given a spedal gift of recognsing that a message was from God, 1

Cor 1210, al Believers have the Holy Spirit to lead them into al truth, Jn 1426,
16:13; 1 Cor 2:13;, 1 Jn 220-27. 1 Cor 14 gves svera tests. Does it conform to
reason/ make sense to the heaers? edify them? Invite ridicule? lead to disorder?

ALL /Everything- is neuter, the messages are to be tested, but the speaker must accept
resporsibility for what he says, 1 Cor 14:32.

* NOTE** It seemed most helpful to hande this in terms that appdy to al messages which in
any way involve speaking for God. Even in NT times Phenomena resembling "Charismatic
Gifts' arose from either natural, or demonic activity. Thase who believe modern claims of
"Prophesying’ by the Sprit particularly neel to test as above The Mormons, DA's, IW's
come from such claims, andeven groups involving Godly, Bible-honouing people have their
"Lundic fringe" people andideas. At the oppasite exreme, dul orthodoy and Rationdism,
has just as great a nedd to test eveything.

HOLD FAST/on.. GOOD- Obey, follow what is proved to be genuine, by passng the
test, Lk 8:11-15; 1 Cor 11:2; 15:2; Heb 36, 14; 10:23. Testing what is taught isn't
despisingit, if it hasin view holding fast to reveded truth. Energy, and a will ed eff ort
are nedaled, Heb 21-2. (THE Good- asingle entity.)

5:22 ABST Al N/avaid- Refuse to have anythingto dowithiit.

ALL APPEARANCE/forms- Eidos- Used only in Lk 3:22; 9:29; Jn 537; 2 Cor 5.7
(sight). The outward forms in which evil manifests itself are designed to apped to the
natural desires, of all sorts of people. Evil is deceptive in its variability. Truth is lid,
Falsehood free to adapt, and apped to the flesh. The Devil doesn't mind which
dternative to God's will we may choase to follow/ be taken in by. Sometimes it has
very pious forms, 2 Cor 11:13-15. Here, in 1 Th 522, it doesn't mean something that
might seemto be evil but adualy isn't - youfindthat in Rom 14:16.

EVIL- Poneros- Evil that causes labour, pain, and sorrow. From Ponos= Heavy Labou.
It's used of demons, Lk 7:21, etc. It may refer primarily to false propheaes teadings,
demonic-inspired error, 1 Tim 4:1, presented in an attradive way, 2 Cor 11:13-15.
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False doctrine isn't merely worthless but adively corrupting. The worst forms of
wickednessare perversions of the truth, "half-truths."

5:23-24 PAUL'SCONFIDENT WISH / PRAY ER FOR THEM

(Vs 14-22 heaped up a feavy list of things that we must do. But just when we might sink under
the load,Paul lifts his heart to God, andreminds us that our resporsibility rests within that of
God who reve fails. All exhortations would be uselessif we're to carry them out in our own
strength, bu theyare His will, andthe power to carry them out is His, as we trust and oley,
Rom 8:1-4. "May God sanctify you," balances, "Sarttify yourselves," 4:3.)

5:23 GOD/Himself- Eadh isunder His personal concern and care.

PEACE- #1:1 refers to the peaceGod gves. Here we're reminded of the dharader of the
One who gves us Peace becaise He is our Peace Eph 214. In the OT God is
reveded by His dedings with people, as the God d Abraham, Jamb, Moses, Elijah
etc. In the NT He is fully reveded in His Son, but this revelation is elled ou in
aspeds such as God d Love, Hope, Patience Glory, Comfort, Grace and God d
Peace Rom 15;33; 16:20; Phil 4:9; Heb 1320, and here. His inexhaustible Peaceis
shared with us in al our strugde against the presaure of the world, flesh, or Devil,
perseautors from outside, and troulde-makers within the dhurch.

External conflicts rob men of peace but thase within can be worse still . Conflicting
desires, and the frustration caused by unfulfilled hopes and pdentials. God is THE
Whale, Holy, Fulfilled, Balanced, Self-consistent Person. God is perfed in Himself.
All He does is Perfedion. He has st us apart for Himself so that we may be in His
image. He's bringing many sons/ daughters to Glory to be like His Son for ever, 2 Cor
6:17-7:1; Heb 210. That's what "Sanctified" means. He will adieve this Whoenesd
Holinessin usin the measure in which we w-operate with Him.

SANCTIFY- Hagiazo- Cause to ad in a Holy way, as one set apart by God for
fellowship with Himself. We ARE haly, in Christ, so must strive dter haliness which
only God can completein us.

WHOLL Y/through and through- Holoteless Holos= Whde. Telos= An End,
Complete. So whally attaining the goal which God had in mind when He set us apart
for Himself before Credion, Eph 13-6. The purpose He cnfirmed in Creding s,
Gen 1:27; and again in Redeeming s, Rom 8:29-39. At conversion we were united
with Christ and that sanctificationwas applied to us, Acts 26:18; 1 Cor 1:2; 6:11; 2 Th
2:13; Heb 1010, 14. This doesn't eradicae sin from us, but cdls us to pu ourselves
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totally/ resporsive in His hands, Rom 12;1, so that our obedience to God's Word in
resporse to His Holy Spirit in us, Jn 17.17; 2 Cor 3:18; makes us more and more truly
His in ou experience more Christ-like, 2 Tim 2:21. Total conformity to/ fellowship
with Christ, is the Goal to which we're committed. It will be ours when He Comes, 1
Jn 31-3; Phil 3:7-21. Tragicdly many Christians hinder this, preferring to exclude
some aspeds of their lives.

WHOLE- Holokleros- Holos= Whole. Kleros= A Lot. All that's alotted to us, our
inheritance, Ps 13913-18. Each part perfeded in itself, and, in relation to the rest, in
its proper place ad popation intended when granted. We must be content with
nathing lessthan perfedionin every asped of our lives. SeeJas 1:4.

SPIRIT- Pneuma- The God-conscious inner man who thinks, choases, and rules our
being, and worships. This comes first in God's purposes, and shoud be our first
concern. Man's girit was sparated from God by the Fall, but renewed by the new
Birth into a spirit of sonship. It's our Spirit that God witnesses with Rom 8:15-16. Our
spirit neeals to be preserved from defilement, so we can relate to God and worship
Him, Jn 4:23; Rom 8:10; 2 Cor 7:1; Col 3:1-17.

SOUL- #2:8 Man in relationto himself. The self we're avare of in ou thoughts, fedings,
desires, etc, Jn 1227 (KJV is corred). These need to be purified, Mt 15:18-19; Eph
2:3; Titus 1:15; Heb 1215; 1 Pet 2:11. Soul and spirit are blurred in ou thinking, but
God's word can enable our spirit to take God's sde/ choose against our whole natural
inclination. We may fed we'd "cease to be me" by obeying God, yet are enabled to do
soto Hisglory, Heb 4:12-16.

BODY- Soma The house in which we live, 2 Cor 5:1, and by which we relate to the
world and people aound s. Its ®nses bring ws information, and we use it to express
ourselves and interad with things and people. It's frail, mortal, but nat in itself the
source of sinin us, Mt 15:19-20; Mk 7:21-23, etc. But in unon with ou soul forms
our flesh-nature, inherited from Adam, prone to temptation and sin. It's to be kept from
defilement and evil uses, 4:3-8; Rom 6:19; 1 Cor 6:13-20, so that Christ can be
manifested in it 2 Cor 4:10. The Lord came to this world in a Body prepared for Him,
Heb 105. His oul was excealing sorrowful, Mk 14:34. At the last he breahed ou
His Spirit to God, Lk 23,46.

The body being sanctified/ holy would be anew ideato Greeks, (and modern Eastern
religions) who thougtt of it as being animal. Man can and will exist without the body
when it's laid in the grave. But as the means by which we express ourself, and have
fellowship with athers, it's an essential feaure of our blessed future when clothed with
aresurredion bod like our Lord's Phil 3:19-21.

Body-Soul-Spirit isn't meant to be ascientific or theologicd statement, as Paul often
refers smply to the inner man, and bod. God through Paul is here enphasising that
Salvation includes the totality of man's being, which will be brought to perfedion at
Christ's Coming. Not the old blanknessof a monkish Nirvana that negates humanity,
but a glorious purpose to which He is working in al that we experience in this life,
Rom 8:15-30, and in which He seeks our co-operation in the exhortations alrealy
given. We must never be content to be unsanctified, out of fellowship with God in any
areaof our lives as Godisn't content that we shoud be.
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PRESERVED/kept- We ae, 1 Pet 1:3-7; seaurely held in His hands, Jn 1028-29,
guaranteed by His oath, Heb 6:17-20, and seded as His, by His indwelling presence
Eph 11-13; Col 1:27. But we ned to adively placeourselves in His hands in al our
living, withessng, and worshipping. And by His enabling seek to keg ouselves from
al that would defile us hinder His work in any way, spiritualy, mentaly,
emotionally, or bodly, Jude 20-25.

BLAMELE SS #2:10- Freefrom deserving any blame. A life & which there's no reason
to pant an acaising finger, LXX Job 1.8.

UNTO/at THE COMING- #2:19 Lit In/at the presence of. His work in us will be
completed at His coming, when suddenly our wholenessin Christ will be displayed.
What Christians have tried to be, and doin obkedience to the Lord/ His Word -
attempted in resporse to the Spirit, in fell owship with God (littl e or much) will be seen
in the perfedion He has made of it. It will be permanent and perfed then, when we're
displayed in thejoy of Hislikeness

* NOTE** Asa Master Potter may inspire puplsto attempt to imitate him, gude their hands as
they work, and d the end, with their approval, by a few deft touches remove blemishes and
bring ou the perfedion towards which theyworked, before making it permanent by firing; so
it will be at His Coming. We shall seseHim as He is, and d His Judgment seat see ourselves
as we were. And dadly, fully andfinally, alow Him to complete all that He has begunto do
in us. We will recaveit to rgoicein with Him as a triumph d His Mercy, Ps 17:15; Phil 1:6;
1 Jn 3:1-3; Jude 24. Only God, in the perfedion d His Holy, wise, and paverful Love could
take up the treasure which each has laid up in Heaven, Lk 1233 andrender to each
accordingto hisworksin perfed justice Rom 2:5-7; 1 Pet 1:17, so that we reap what we sow,
Gal 6:7-10. Yet in triumphart Graceand pdient Mercy display us as vessels of mercy, worthy
of His sacrificefor us, Rom 9:21-24.

LORD JESUS CHRIST- Jude 24-25 spe&ks of this, and the only adequate respornse we
can make a we facethe truth - to wonder, worship, to acknowledge. Our wholelifeis
to be lived with ou eye on ou being present with the Lord at His Coming/ His
Judgment sed, 2 Cor 5:6-10. The full titl e again reminds uswho Heis, al Heis.

5:24 FAITHFUL- Reliable, loya. God is what He was sen to be in Christ, and will do
what He has said He will do in Scripture. Vs 23 isn't impradicd idedism, but a
confidence resting onthe reveded nature and adivity of God Himself. It has been His
purpcse dl along God tells no lies. He is Truth. God makes no mistakes. He knows
al. He's never unable to complete. He's Omnipotent. And rever loses interest. He's
Love.
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HE THAT CALLET H/calls- #2:12. His intervention was His ideg and He is totally
involved, and committed to His purpose for us. Faithful to his Purposesin cdling s,
and so faithful to us.

HE WILL DO IT- God completes, acaompli shes, what he begins. We must never ignare
our resporsibiliti es as His people, but we must never let them dominate our lives. We
will fulfil them only as we look df to Him who has made us His responsibility,
thinking d Him and His work, His promises, His faithfulness It isin Him, and in ou
thinking d Him that the power for living lies.

5:2528 CLOSING REQUEST AND GREETING
(Probaly a pastscript in Paul's own writing.)

5:25Brothers.. PRAY - Paul showed a mnstant awarenessthat he stoodin a fell owship
of all God's family. And d our neal to be continually talking to the Lord abou eat
other, meding at the throne of Grace Paul was a man o prayer. They were his dea
brothers and sistersin Christ and he wanted them to pray for him and with him.

FOR- Peri- abou US. Present tense- Be continually praying. See Rom 15:30-33; 2 Cor
1:11; Phil 1:19; Col 4:3; Philm 22. In all his giftedness zed, etc he needed God's help
and men's prayers and fellowship to achieve awything. He felt uncertainty and self-
doult aswe dl do, 2 Cor 7:8. He'd just been praying for them.

5:26 GREET ALL - Asin Rom 16;16; 1 Cor 16:20; 2 Cor 13;12. Give eabt aher my
gredings goodwishes/ expressunitedness

A HOLY KISS Kissof friendship, used between persons of the same sex. Mt 26:48; Lk
7:45, expressng affedion and identification with ather members of God's family. (In
their culture Lips were kissed sexualy, cheeks, brow, or shouder in family greding,
fed or handsin loyalty to asuperior.) A Holy Kissexpressed Holy fell owship between
God's Holy-to-Him people. Women were probably seded separately from men, as in
the synagogue, and still today in some @urtries. Justin Martyr (150 AD) spe&ks of a
formal exchange of kisses between men, and between women, after prayers and before
bread and wine brough in, proclaiming their one-ness before remembering their
Reoonciler.

Kissng, except between women, isn't helpful in ou culture. Instead a heaty hand
shake expresses impartial affedionto al in Christ, withou undwe famili arity, and free
from any erotic association.
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5:27 CHARGE- Enarkizo- To pu on aath. Paul deliberately stands them with himself
before the Lord and pus himself and them on ceth to rea the letter to al, is the
meaning in Greek. Why so emphatic? Paul was aware that in this letter he was doing
al he oould to be personaly present with them all. He was aware that it was an
important letter, and perhaps that he was establishing a precadent for al his future
letters, or at least those that were Scripture. God's Word is intended to be for al to
hea, evaluate, apply to their own lives, and respondto/ obey. The OT Scriptures were
read to al, Ex 24:7; Deu 31:11-12; Josh 833-35; 2 Ki 23:2; Neh 81-10, so shoud the
NT be. Thiswasits first book and he may have been aware that what he is writing is
God's Word. The Lord had commanded that we shoud na emphasise our statements
by oaths, but Paul was writing God's gatements on His behalf.

READ- Anaginosko- Ana= Again, Ginosko= to Know, by fellowship o experience To
redly read gaes beyond the mere scanning d words into having fellowship with the
material read, and with Christ when He is the Person it concerns. Public reading -
many of the Saints would have been illit erate. That the OT was read aloud in the
Synagogte, and this was to be read aoud in the curch, in effed assrts its place a
Holy Scripture.

ALL - They were dl equally set apart by God for Himself, to be His family. God spe&ks
to al His people, not to an elite only. The whole cursel of God shoud be dedared,
Acts 20:27, and God relied onto make it effedive in the cmngegation asawhadle. It is
aserious sn to keep the mngegationin ignaance Lk 11:52. What God said through
Paul was for them all to hea fully, not filtered at the discretion d any leadership.
They were to seethat al recaved its message just as it was written, so that al would
know what was said relevant to ead, andin it setting/ conveying Paul's attitude.

5:28 GRACE- Paul's letters are full of daunting chall enges, rebukes, etc. It's appropriate
for them to begin and end with reminders of God's Grace A reasdurance that God's
enablings are given us fully and fredy in Christ Jesus, and so we can triumph in ou
circumstances whatever they may be, 2 Cor 12:8-10.

AMEN- Gods Amen= It is ©/will be so, Faithful, Deu 7:9 is Aman. His datements are
sure/Aman, Ps 19:7. Jn 3.3 etc is Amen, Amen. In resporse to what God says, we say
Amen= Let it be so, Deu 2715, Neh 5:13.

E. Read 25.9.94.Revised 14.7.97 (Criticism/ Corrediorn/ Additionis welcomed.)
Other Booklets:
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Listening to the Lord:- Habakkuk, Ruth, Hagga; Romans 1-4; 5-8; 9-11; 12-16; 1 Corinthians

1-4; 5-7; 8-11; 12-14; 15-16; 2 Corinthians 1-4; 5-9; 10-13; Colosgans; 2 Thessalonians; 2
Peter & Jude; Revdation pats1 and 2.

Looking to the Word of God:- Guidance Abortion Protests & Lesons from Sodan; Outline of
Pre-Reformation Church History; Reformation towards the New Testament Pattern - A N
Groves andthe Early Brethren. Leadership amongthe People of God.

Copies of these are glady supgied freefrom:
E. Read, F2/55MiddetonRd.,

Christchurch 4, New Zealand.

I'm delighted for any of this material to be used andor adaged for use in ary form that
islikdy to honou the Lord andfurther Hiswork.



