15530 Bothell Way NE

Lake Forest Park WA, 98155

Cell: 206.755.1717

Work: 206.987.2102

To Whom It May Concern:

My name is Joshua Garman and I am applying to be a tenant at the Highlander 

East apartment complex. I am writing this letter to accompany the application as I am requesting permission to allow me to bring my animals with me. As you can tell, I am not talking about any cat or dog. My animals currently spend one hundred percent of their time living happily in Tupperware / Rubbermade. The containers have snapping lids that inhibit the ability for them to escape. They cannot make noise as they do not have vocal chords. These creatures do not require a “kitty litter box”, so there will be no odd smelling odor in the unit. My animals are also not at all aggressive. I have been keeping these species for seven years and consider myself an expert on not only the caretaking and husbandry, but also any and all medical issues they may experience.

I am a former president of the Pacific Northwest Herpetological Society (PNHS) http://www.pnhs.net . The society is a center for sharing knowledge and experiences of reptiles and amphibians with many others of the same interests. As president, I was a representative both of PNHS and the reptile loving community. I am also an educator of the public on the necessity of reptiles and amphibians in ecosystems where I conduct presentations in classrooms teaching children about reptiles. It is good to do so because it allows them to be open to the idea of reptiles as good animals, instead of society constituting the idea that reptiles and snakes especially, should be feared.

As a tenant of Highlander East, I will not be taking these reptiles outside because I am respectful of others, for some people might fear them and I would not want anybody to feel scared, threatened or uncomfortable. In addition, it is not safe for my animals to be venturing outside as they can get illnesses and other respiratory problems. My animals consist of only small python species. It is physically impossible for any of the species that I keep to get any near large or dangerous. I keep five different species, Indonesian and Northern Australian tree pythons of the genus Morelia. Their maximum possible length that they can reach is seven feet at the most. I have two other pythons (seven in total) that are not tree pythons, but are really short and stocky, one called the short tailed python. One is currently three and a half feet long and weighs twenty pounds. I have kept her since she was a baby three years ago and the biggest she will get is six feet long. The other one is only a foot and a half and will get five feet at the most, within a five year period. All of the snakes I that have are on the smaller end of python species, instead of the twenty to thirty foot people eating monsters you have heard about.

These pythons are fed with thawed prey items that I purchase frozen. Therefore there will not be any possibility of live rodents within the premises. Frozen prey items do not have any odor or smells, as they are in a freezer. I have recently purchased a brand new freezer especially for them.

To summarize, there is no odor or stain danger to the carpet or walls, no kitty litter box, no noises, and no possible damage to anything. I hope you take all this to serious thought to aid in your decision to accept my request to allow me and my animals to reside at the Highlander East complex. 

Thank you for your consideration.

Joshua Garman

